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Septembar 20, 1974 A2 5

Deayr My. Kohetian:

On behalf of Presideat Ford, I want to respend to your letter of
August 14, in which you refer to the position taken by the United
States Represoatative on the United Nations Commissior on Human
Rights, conceraing a progress repert on genoeide. According te the
report 1 requested from the Department of State, it is not cerrect,
as some news sources appear to bave reperted, that My, Hoffman
agreed with the Turkish representative that a reference to Armenian
massacres in the report be deleted. You may be interested ia the

follewing background.

The report in guestion was submitied by a Special Rapporteur, Mr.
Nicedeme Rubashyankike, who is prepariag 2 Study of the Question
of the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide at the
reguest of the Subcommission on Preveation of Discrimination and
Protection of Minerities. The 3ubcommission is & subsidiary bedy
of the Commission on Humaa Rights. The study has yet to be com-
pleted, and the report which was briefly considered by the Commis-
sion was a pregress repert prepared by the Special Rappertsur in
September 1973.

At the meecting of the Commiesion held on March 6, 1974, the Turkish
represeatative objected te a paragraph in the report which deseribed

the massacres of Armenians as "genocide, ™ and he proposed that it

be deleted. The United States Represeniative did not suppert this
prepesal, but rather noted that the auther of the study sheuld he given
wide latitade in his work. He stated that care sheuld be taken te preseat
a balanced pleture, particelarly when historical sources are used.

The discussion in the Commiesion ended with the observation of the
Chalrman that views sxpressed would be made known to the Special
Rappertesr. However, what the latter decides concerning the paragraph
in question rests eatirely in his discretion.

A further progresa report was before the Sabcommission when it met
at Unitad Nations Headquarters Augast 5-23 of this year. Because the
Special Rapperteur wae unable to attend the session, the Subcommis-
sion decided to defer any further action on his report until its next
regular scosion next year.




1 appreciate and understand the deep concern which prompted you
to bring this incident to our attention, and I hope that this sufficiently
clarifies the position taken by our representative.

With best wishaes,

Sincerely,

Joha W. Hushen
Deputy Press Secretary
to the President

Mz. Mitch Kebatian
Masnagiag Kditer
i
67 Cass Avenue
Post Office Box 707
Mount Clements, Michigan 48043
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MEMORANDUM FOR:
George S. Springsteen

Executive Secretary
Department of State

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION:

To: president

X
From: Herbert/‘;;ledd - @W(‘!m &’L ﬂ*‘jé’l ’

Date: Feb 27, 1976

Subject:  ,nvention on the Prevention and Punishment of Genocide

ACTION REQUESTED:

Draft reply for: President's Signature
White House Staff
Other

xxx Direct reply : ' Furnish info copy
Dispatch Translation
Recommendations/ Comments

Appropriate Handling

Other : Information

DUE DATE:

N COMMENTS:
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September 3, 1976

Dear Mrs. g:llh:/ O%JL( )4’«

The President has asked me to reply to your letter of conceran
about U. S, ratification of the Genocide Conventies,

The Administration supports ratification of this treaty because

we belisve that the protection of human rights, of which the
Convention is a keystone, is basic to our fundamental bellefs and

is rightfully a matter of international concern. Ratification would,
in our view, reaffirm ocur country's stroang oppositioa to the heinous
crime of genocide. Moreover, the Genocide Coavention would
complement other intermational agreements such as the United
Nations Charter, the Slavery Coanvention (1936) and the Supple-
mentary Convention on Slavery Convention (1967), the Supplementary
Convention of Refugess (1968) and the Convention on the Political
Rights of Women (1978).

The Senate Forsign Relations Committee considered the Convention
in 1970, 1971, 1973, and 1976. On each occasion the Committee
reviewed the principal objections to the Coaventioa, and in panti-
cular the specific concerns you raised in your letter. In each
iastance, the Committes recommended that the Senate give its
advice and consent to ratification, but with a specific caveat that
ratification be subject to certain understandiags and a declaration
so that there would be no question of subordinating the United States
Constitution to the United Nations. A Committes Report issued on
April 29, 1976, containe the text of the Resolution of Ratification

along with the Committes recommended understandings and
declaratioas.

A list of signatory States and the texts of each country's reservations
were supplied to the Foreign Relations Committes in April - May of
1970 and are included in the published record of the hearings for mg
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April 24, 29, and May 22, 1970 (pp. 25-34). Should you wish to
obtain a eopy of the 1970 hearings or the 1976 report, I suggest
you write to the Committee on Foreign Relations, United States
Senate, Washiagten, D, C. 20510.

Let me assure you the President apprecisted your thoughful letter
and ls grateful for your prayers.

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

Ron Nessen
Press Secretary
to the President

Mrs. Clyde H. Denais
President

Good News Publishers

9825 West Roosevelt Road
W/c:tehntor. Nlinols 60153
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MEMORANDUM -

MEMORANDUM TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 27, 1976

SANDRA WISNIEWSKI

LES JANKAV

Genocide Convention

A draft response for Mrs, Dennis is attached.



Dear Mrs, Dennis:

The President has asked me to reply to your secent letter 0-‘&—
eEpressingour concern about U,S. ratification of the Genocide
Convention,

The Administration supports ratification of this treaty because
we believe that the protection of human rights, of which the Convention
is a' keystone, is basic to our fundamental beliefs and is rightfully
a matter of international concern. Ratification would, in our
view, reaffirm our country's strong opposition to the heinous
crime of genocide. Moreover, the Genocide Convention would comple-
ment other international agreements such as the United Nations Charter,
the Slavery Convention 4193()&161 the Supplementary Convention on
Slavery Convention @£ (1967), the Supplementary Convention of
Refugees (1968) and the Convention on the Political Rights of Women (1975).

The Senate Foreign Relations Committee cansidered the Convention
in 1970, 1971, 1973, and 1976, On each occasion the Committee reviewed
the principal objections to the Convention, and in particular the specific
concerns yoa raised in your letter, In each instance, the Committee
recommended that the Senate give its advice and consent to ratification,
but with a specific caveat that ratification be subject to certain under-
standings and a declaration so that there would be no question of subordinat-
ing the United States Constitution to the United Nations. A Committee

Report issued on April 29, 19’?6}contains the text of the Resolution of
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Ratification along with the Committee recommended understandings and
declarations.

A list of signatory States and the texts of each country's
reservations were supplied to the Foreign Relations Committee in
April - May of 1970 and are included in the published record of the
hearings for April 24, 27, and May 22, 1970 (pp. 28-36). Should you
wish to obtain a copy of the 1970 hearings or the 1976 report, I suggest
you write to the Committee on Foreign Relations, United States Senate,
Washington, D.C. 20510,

Let me assure youZhe President appreciated your thoughtful letter

your prayers aadgl hepe-this-imformmtionis-belpful,e._
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lt's Time to Pray :
It's time to pray
to the God who watches o’er us,
It's time to seek
His help without delay.
The world is dark,
for the clouds of war still threaten.
It’s time for all America to pray!
If we would keep
the flag of freedom flying,
Secure the peace
for which we all are crying,
It's time to pray,
our wrong and sin confessing,
It's time for all America to pray!
Enemies increase around us—
we can’t drop our guard,
Problems here at home confound us
in our own backyard;
Troubles unrelenting hound us,
making living hard—
I¥'s time to pray! America to pray!
It's time for all America to pray!
—John W. Peterson

© 1958 by Singspiration, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

O LORD, with the Psalmist David, I
pray, “If You keep in mind our sins
then who can ever get an answer to his
prayers? But You forgive! Lord, I am not
proud and haughty. I don’t think myself
better than others. I don’t pretend to ’know
it all.” ”

But I love this land, Lord, where early
rang the sound of freedom in hearts that
suffered much. I love this land where my
grandparents and forefathers struggled for
bread, to feed the hungry spirit as well as
the needy body.

But, O God, for all Your gifts to me and to
this favored land, I have not remembered
You much. I have dwelt in plenty, Lord,
and looked on with apathy while the sins of
unbelief, self-service and greed consumed
my country. I confess that more children
grow up knowing about Santa Claus and
the Easter Bunny than Jesus Christ. | have
seen and wept little as the Book of books,
which our early fathers read and revered, is
replaced by literature that ““must reflect the
times,” though filled with degrading lan-
guage, mockery of parents and rebellion
against God. O, Lord, forgive.

You have given us two hundred years in
which to freely share Your bounty, Your
salvation, Your love. For two centuries we
have sought to build “one nation under



God with liberty ard justice for'all.” And
through Civil War, World Wars and de-
pression You have sustained our country.
Yet, today, tragedy of a new kind grips the
heart and soul of our land.

By Your Spirit, Lord, I pray quicken my
heart before the shadows fall to obey Your
commands, to preach the Gospel, to disci-
ple the Christians, to call my country to
repentance—to a rebirth of faith in God and
Christ and to committed service for You.

Humbly I pray in the Name of Christ

Jesus, my Lord.
w M
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FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT

July 6, 1976

Mr. Gerald Ford, President

THE WHITE 1OUSE JU
Washington, D. C. L 819

/éml Dear Mr. President,

As T met with our 100 or more em=-
ployees today on this first week of the beginning of
our 300th year, we met in prayer for you and all in
government or protective servives., We shall continue
to pray as Solomon did in 1 Kings 8 on the completion
of the temple. Notice his exhortation to confession
of sin and his plea for forgiveness, I read this
to my employees. May it speak to your heart.

My purpose in writing is to ask your influence that
‘the GENOCIDE CONVENTION be not ratified by the Senate.
I am appalled that cur govermment would even consider
placing our Constitution subordinate to the Whims of
the United Nations.

Though North Viet Nam has already eliminated more than
600,000 Cambodians, Vietnamese and Loations, men,women
and children, they formally accused the United States
Soldiers of genocide in Viet Nam,

srael the o ree nation t that has_an ts?
are yo eak? ou fear God and have fai
in Him, you do rot need to Tear man.

I suppose like all the other letters sent by your
constituents, this will be answered by an innocuous
letter couched in words to cffend no one that says

exactly nothing. Becguse I care aboup my fountry,
GOOD NEWS PUBLISHERS / WESTCHESTER, ILLINOIS 60153 / (312) 345-682

Mrs.'Clyde He Dennis, President






