
































































































































EXECUl'IVll! 

/& :? !:,- l.W. 

BOARD FOR INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTING 
United States of America 

Suite 430 
1030 Fifteenth Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20005 ?>fi7 

/aM-,/) 
December 29, 1975 

202/254·8040 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Jeanne W. Davis 
Staff Secretary 
National Security Council 

SUBJECT: Draft Presidential Statement 
Submitted by RFE/RL 

The statement forwarded by you was 
initially drafted in connection with a 
proposed meeting of the President with 
members of the Board for International 
Broadcasting, trustees of Radio Liberty 
and directors of Free Europe, Inc. Since 
the meeting could not take place, there 
is no need for a statement along these 
lines at this time. 

The Board will submit an appropriate 
draft in the event a meeting should be 
scheduled at some future time. 

Executive Director 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 13, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR RON NESSEN 

FROM RO~~ORTON 

)( 

David Abshire, Chairman of the Board for International 
Broadcasting, gave me this material and considerable 
verbage on this issue, of which I know nothing. 

Dispose of it as you will. 
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BOARD FOR INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTING 
United States of America 

Suite 430 
1030 Fifteenth Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20005 

202/254-8040 

· February 11, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. c. B. Rogers Morton 
Counsellor to the President 
The White House 

SUBJECT: RFE Credentials at Innsbruck 
Olympics 

Apropos our conversation of last night 
attached is a background paper regarding the 
RFE credentials at the Innsbruck olympics. 
I feel that it would be very appropriate 
for the President to make a statement 
deploring this action. 

Attachment 

~~, CJ.vi- I<. 

David M. Abshire 
Chairman 
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BOARD FOR INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTING 
United States of America 

Suite 430 
1030 Fifteenth Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20005 

202/254-8040 

February 10, 1976 

RFE Credentials Lifted at Innsbruck Olympics 

The Problem: As as result of Soviet initiatives, 
Radio FreeJ!:urope sports reporters, who have been 
accredited-to every Olympic game since 1952, have been 
excluded from Innsbruck. The chairman of the Interna
tional Olympic Committee, Lord Killanin of Ireland, 
has openly admitted that the exclusion was based on 
political grounds. If this decision permitted to 
stand, a dangerous precedent of political exclusions 
will have been set for future Olympics--not only Montreal 
this summer but, more importantly, Moscow in 1980. " 11 ,, 

i• 
Background: There is no evidence that Lord Killanin " 

11 or other members of the committee are aware that since 
·' 1971, RFE and its sister station Radio Liberty have been :: 

funded by open Congressional appropriation--at first ' 
through the Department of State, and since April 1974 , 
through grants from the Board for International Broadcast-! 
ing, whose members were appointed by the President with ;: 
the advice and consent of the Senate. The FY 1976 '! 
appropriation l"or the Board and the Radios, representing ·: 
more than 99 percent of their funds and a 30 percent 1.i 

increase over FY 1975, was passed without a single ' 

recorded dissent in either house of Congress. 

There have been Soviet challenges to RFE credentials ' 
at previous Olympics, notably Mexico City in 1968 and 
Munich in 1972, but these have been rejected. RFE has 
covered the games in a completely non-political manner. 

The Facts: On February 4 1 1976, the RFE news team 
at Innsbruck was informed by the Austrian organizing 
committee that the IOC had ordered the withdrawal of RFE 
credentials. No reason was given. However, the Tass 

" " 
news agency at 1427 Innsbruck ti~e, followed by Radio 
Moscow at 1700 Innsbruck time that same day, announced 
that the Soviet delegation at Innsbruck, supported by 
radio-TV representatives of Bulgaria, Hungary, Poland, 
Czechoslovakia and the German Democratic Republic, had 
challenged the RFE accreditation because (in Radio Moscowfs 
words) RFE "represents no one and engages in slanderous 



.lll 

subversion propaganda against the socialist countries." 
The Czechoslovak news agency Ceteka specified that the 
Communist initiative in the IOC had come through the East
bloc Organization for International Radio and Television. 

In the face of the initial IOC action February 4, the 
Austrian organizing committee gave the RFE reporters until · 
February 7 to return their credentials. The Austrian i 
committee has stated repeatedly that in its view, and I 
according to the bylaws of the roe, RFE had been properly 
and duly accredited. Some confusion entered the situation 

1
. 

when an anon.ymous IOC spokesman told the Reuters news 
agency that the c~edentials had been withdrawn because of ·1 
a technicality--namely, that RFE credentials had not been 
formally endorsed by the West German Olympic Committee. 
However, this alleged technicality was exposed as 
fraudulent by West German and other journalists on the 
scene: many other press and radio organizations located 
in West Germany lacked the same endorsement because of 
last-minute haste. Thereafter, no further reference was 
made to the technicality. On February 9, after RFE reporters 
had left the Olympic grounds, Lord Killanin stated on West 
German television that RFE had been excluded oecause "we 
do not want the Olympic games to be used for propaganda, t 
or as bait for propaganda." 1 

Soviet and Eastern European media, who are in the 
midst of a major campaign against RFE and RL which charges 
that they are still controlled by the CIA, continue to take 
credit for the IOC exclusion of the RFE news team. 

Membership of the IOC: In addition to Lord Killanin 
as chairman, the executive committee of the IOC includes 
representatives of th~ FRG, Spain, Brazil, Canada, Japan, 
Tunisia, Hungary and the u.s.s.R. 

CSCE Relevance: The U.S.S.R. and its allies, in their 
campaign of recent months, have charged that RFE and RL are 
contrary to the spirit of Helsinki. However, the Final Act 
of the CSCE declared that the participating states "will 
favor cooperation among public or private, national or 
international radio and TV organizations, in particular 
through the exchange of both live and recorded radio and 
TV programs, and through the jointiproduction and the 
broadcasting and distribution of such programs." 

In a clear reference to Soviet and East European jamming, 
the Final Act declares: "The participating states note the 
expansion in the dissemination of information broadcast by 
radio, and express the hope for the continuation of this 
process, so as to meet the interest of mutual understanding 
among peoples and the aims set forth by this Conference." 
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MEMORANDUM OF INFORMATION FOR THE FILE 

' 

CORRESPONDENCE FILED CENTRAL FILES - CONFIDENTIAL FILE 
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July 16, 1976 

Thia will acknowledge receipt and thank 
you for your July 14 telegram to the 
Preaidant. axpre•ain9 your concern over 
report• that the Soviet Union is en
daavorin9 to hava pre•• credan~iala 
withheld f:rom Radio !'ree Europe. 

Plea•• be assured your meesaqe was called 
promptly to the Preaidenc ' ·• attention 
upon receipt.. 

With kin<Mtat regards, 

Sin:oerely, 

f);A 
William T. bndall 
Deputy Assistant 
to the President 

The Honorable James r.. \'QOktey 
united States Senate 
W&ahington, D.C. 20510 

!XEC-l!~.I°VX' 

~/~ 
C:Zd/S:?. 
_rrf'. 

~c: w/inc to James Cannon for appro. handling 
~c: w/inc to General Scowcroft - · FYI 
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