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or viscera have not been removed in accordance with regulations
promulgated by the Secretary, except as may be authorized by
regulations of the Secretary;

(5) use to his own advantage, or reveal other than to the
authorized representatives of the United States Government or
any State or other government in their official capacity, or as
ordered by a court in any judicial proceedings, any information
acquired under the authority of this Act concerning any matter
which is entitled to protection as a trade secret.

(b) No brand manufacturer, printer, or other person shall cast,
print, lithograph, or otherwise make any device containing any official
mark or simulation thereof, or any label bearing any such mark or
simulation, or any form of official certificate or simulation thereof,
except as authorized by the Secretary.

(¢) No person shall— )

(1) forge any official device, mark, or certificate; .

(2) without authorization from the Secretary use any official
device, mark, or certificate, or simulation thereof, or alter, detach,
deface, or destroy any official device, mark, or certificate; )

(3) contrary to the regulations prescribed by the Secretary, fail
to use, or to detach, deface, or destroy any official device, mark, or
certificate; .

(4) knowingly possess. without promptly notifying the
Secretary or his representative, any official device or counterfeit,
simulated, forged, or improperly altered oflicial certificate or any
device or label or any carcass of any poultry, or part or product
thereof, bearing any counterfeit, simulated, forged, or improp-
erly altered official mark;

(5) knowingly make any false statement in any shipper’s
certificate or other nonofficial or official certificate provided for
in the regulations prescribed by the Secretary; or

(6) knowingly represent that any article has been inspected and
passed, or exempted, under this Act when, in fact, it has, respec-
tively, not been so inspected and passed, or exempted.

COMPLETE COVERAGE OF OFFICIAL ESTABLISHMENTS

Skc. 10. No establishment proeessing poultry or poultry products for
commerce or otherwise subject to this Act shall process any poultry or
poultry product except in compliance with the requirements of this
Act.

ARTICLES XNOT INTENDED TFOR HUMAN FOOD RECORD AND RELATED
REQUIREMENTS FOR PROCESSORS OF POULTRY PRODUCTS AND RELATED
INDUSTRIES ENGAGED IN COMMERCE; REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS
FOR RELATED INDUSTRIES ENGAGED IN COMMERCE ; REGULATION OF TRANS-
ACTIONS IN COMMERCE IN DEAD, DYING, DISABLED, OR DISEASED
POULTRY AND CARCASSES THEREOF; AUTHORITY TO REGULATE COM-
PARABLE INTRASTATE ACTIVITIES

Skc. 11. (a) Inspection shall not be provided under this Act at any
establishment for the slaughter of poultry or the processing of any
carcasses or parts or products of poultry, which are not intended for
use as human food, but such articles shall, prior to their offer for sale
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or transportation in commerce, unless naturally inedible by humans,
be denatured or otherwise identified as prescribed by regulations of
the Secretary to deter their use for human food. No person shall buy,
sell, transport, or offer for sale or transportation, or receive for trans-
portation in commerce or import, any poultry carcasses or parts or
products thereof which are not intended for use as human food unless
they are denatnred or otherwise identified as required by the regu-
lations of the Secretary or are naturally inedible by humans.

(b) The following classes of persons shall, for such period of time
as the Secretary may by regulations prescribe, not to exceed two years
unless otherwise directed by the Secretary for good cause shown, keep
such records as are properly necessary for the etfective enforcement of
this Act in order to insure against adulterated or misbranded poultr
produets for the American consumer; and all persons subject to sucK
requirements shall, at all reasonable times, upon notice by a duly
authorized representative of the Secretary, afford such representative
access to thewr places of business and opportunity to examine the
facilities, inventory, and records thereof, to copy all such records, and
to take reasonable samples of their inventory upon payment of their
fair market value therefor—

(1) Any person that engaged in the business of slaughtering
any poultry or processing, freezing, packaging, or labeling any
carcasses, or parts or products of carcasses, of any poultry, for
commerce, for use as human food or animal food ;

(2) Any person that engages in the business of buying or sell-
ing (as poultry products brokers, wholesalers or otherwise), or
transporting, in commerce, or storing in or for commerce, or im-
porting, any carcasses, or parts or products of carcasses, of any
poultry;

(3) Any person that engages in business, in or for commerce,
as a renderer, or engages 1n the business of buying, selling, or
transporting, in commerce, or importing, any dead, dying, dis-
abled, or diseased poultry or parts of the carcasses of any poultry
that died otherwise than by slaughter.

(¢) No person shall engage in business, in or for commerce, as a
poultry products broker, renderer, or animal food manufacturer, or
engage in business in commerce as a wholesaler of any carcasses, or
parts or products of the carcasses, of any poultry, whether intended
for human food or other purposes, or engage in business as a public
warehouseman storing any such articles in or for commerce, or engage
in the business of buying, selling, or transporting in commerce, or im-
porting, any dead, dying, disabled, or diseased poultry, or parts of the
carcasses of any poultry that died otherwise than by slaughter, unless,
when required by regulations of the Security, he has registered with
the Secretary his name, and the address of each place of business at
which, and all trade names under which, he conducts such business.

(d) No person engaged in the business of buying, selling, or trans-
porting in commerce, or importing, dead, dying, disabled, or diseased
poultry, or any parts of the carcasses of any poultry that died other-
wise than by slaughter, shall buy, sell, transport, offer for sale or
transportation, or receive for transportation, in commerce, or import,
any dead, dying, disabled, or diseased poultry or parts of the car-
casses of any poultry that died otherwith than by slaughter, unless
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such transaction, transportation or importation is made in accordance
with such regulations as the Secretary may prescribe to assure that
such poultry, or the unwholesome parts of products thereof, will be
prevented from being used for human food.

(e¢) The authority conferred on the Secretary by paragraph (b),
(¢), or (d) of this section with respect to persons engaged in the spec-
ified kinds of business in or for commerce may be exercised with re-
spect to persons engaged, in any State or organized territory, in such
kinds of business but not in or for commerce, whenever the Secretary
determines, after consultation with an appropriate advisory committee
provided for in section 5 of this Act, that the State or territory does
not have at least equal authority under its laws or such authority is not
exercised in a manner to effectuate the purposes of this Act, including
the State or territory providing for the Secretary or his representative
being afforded access to such places of business and the facilities, in-
ventories, and records thereof, and the taking of reasonable samples,
where he determines necessary in carrying out his responsibilities
under this Act; and in such case the provisions of paragraph (b), (¢),
or (d) of this section, respectively, shall apply to such persons to the
same extent and in the same manner as if they were engaged in such
business in or for commerce and the transactions involved were in
comrerce. :

: PENALTIES

Skc. 12. (2) Any person who violates the provisions of section 9, 10,
11, 14, or 17 of this Act shall be fined not more than $1,000 or im-
prisoned not more than one year, or both; but if such violation in-
volves intent to defraud, or any distribution or attempted distribution
of an article that is adulterated (except as defined in section 4(g) (8)
of this Act), such person shall be fined not more than $10,000 or im-
prisoned not more than three years, or both. When construing or en-
forcing the provisions of said sections the act, omission, or failure of
any person acting for or employed by any individual partnership, cor-
poration, or association within the scope of his employment or office
shall in every case be deemed the act, omission, or failure of such in-
dividual, partnership, corporation, or association, as well as of such

erson.

(b) No carrier shall be subject to the penalties of this Act, other
than the penalties for violation of section 11, by reason of his receipt,
carriage, holding, or delivery, in the usual course of business, as a
carrier, of poultry or poultry products, owned by another person un-
less the carrier has knowledge, or is in possession of facts which would
cause a reasonable person to believe that such poultry or poultry prod-
ucts were not inspected or marked in accordance with the provisions
of this Act or were otherwise not eligible for transportation under this
Act or unless the carrier refuses to furnish on request of a representa-
tive of the Secretary the name and address of the person from whom
he received such poultry or poultry products, and copies of all docu-
ments, 1f any there be, pertaining to the delivery of the poultry or
poultry products to such carrier.

(¢) Any person who forcibly assaults, resists, opposes, impedes, in-
timidates, or interferes with any person while engaged in or on account
of the performance of his official duties under this Act shall be fined
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not more than $5,000 or imprisoned not more than three years, or both.
Whoever, in the commission of any such acts, uses a deadly or danger-
ous weapon, shall be fined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned not
more than ten years, or both. Whoever kills any person while engaged
in or on account of the performance of his official duties under this Act
shall be punished as provided under sections 1111 and 1114 of title 18,
United States Code.
REPORTING OF VIOLATIONS

Skc. 13. Before any violation of this Act is reported by the Secretary
to any United States attorney for institution of a criminal proceed-
ing, the person against whom such proceeding is contemplated shall
be given reasonable notice of the alleged violation and opportunity to
present his views orally or in writing with regard to such contemplated

roceeding. Nothing in this Act shall be construed as requiring the
ISJecretary to report for criminal prosecution violations of this Act
whenever he believes that the public interest will be adequately served
and compliance with the Act obtained by a suitable written notice or
warning. '
REGULATIONS

Skc. 14. (a) The Secretary may by regulations prescribe conditions
under which poultry products capable of use as human food, shall be
stored or otherwise handled by any person engaged in the business of
buying, selling, freezing, storing, or transporting, in or for commerce,
or importing, such articles, whenever the Secretary deems such action
necessary to assure that such articles will not be adulterated or mis-
branded when delivered to the consumer. Violation of any such regula-
tion is prohibited. .

(b) The Secretary shall promulgate such other rules and regulations
as are necessary to carry out the provisions of this Act. )

(¢) In applying the provisions of section 553 (c) of title 5, United
States Code to proposed rule making under this Act, an opportunity
for the oral presentation of views shall be accorded all interested
persons.

EXEMPTIONS

Skc. 15. (a) The Secretary shall, by regulation and under such con-
ditions as to sanitary standards, practices, and procedures as he may
prescribe, exempt from specific provisions of this Act— _

(1) retail dealers with respect to poultry products sold directly
to consumers in individual retail stores, if the only processing
operation performed by such retail dealers is the cutting up of
poultry products on the premises where such sales to consumers
are made;

(2) for such period of time as the Secretary determines that it
would be impracticable to provide inspection and the exemption
will aid in the effective administration of this Act, any person
engaged in the processing of poultry or poultry products for com-
merce and the poultry or poultry products processed by such per-
son: Provided, however, That no such exemption shall continue
in effect on and after January 1,1970; and

(8) persons slaughtering, processing, or otherwise- handling
poultry or poultry products which have been or are to be processed
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as required by recognized religious dietary laws, to the extent that
the Secretary determines necessary to avoid conflict with such re-
quirements while still effectuating the purposes of this Act.

(b) The Secretary may, under such sanitary conditions as he may
by regulations prescribe, exempt from the inspection requirements of
this Act the slaughter of poultry, and the processing of poultry prod-
ucts, by any person in any Territory not organized with a legislative
body, solely for distribution within such Territory, when the Secretary
determines that it is impracticable to provide such inspection within
the limits of funds appropriated for administration of this Act and
that such exemption will aid in the effective administration of this Act.

_(e) (1) The Secretary shall, by regulation and under such condi-
tions, including sanitary standards, practices, and procedures, as he
may prescribe, exempt from specific provisions of this Act—

(A) the slaughtering by any person of poultry of his own
raising, and the processing by him and transportation in com-
merce of the poultry products exclusively for use by him and
members of his household and his nonpaying guests and
employees;

(B) the custom slaughter by any person of poultry delivered
by the owner thereof for such slaughter, and the processing by
such slanghterer and transportation in commerce of the poultry
products exclusively for use, in the household of such owner, by
him and members of his household and his nonpaying guests and
employees: Provided, That such custom slaughterer does not en-
gage in the business of buying or selling any poultry products
capable of use as human food ;

(C) the slaughtering and processing of poultry products in any
State or Territory or the District of Columbia by any poultry pro-
ducer on his own premises with respect to sound and healthy poul-
try raised on his premises and the distribution by any person
solely within such jurisdiction of the poultry products derived
from such operations, if, in lieu of other labeling requirements,
such poultry products are identified with the name and address of
such poultry producer, and if they are not otherwise misbranded,
anfil are sound, clean, and fit for human food when so distributed ;
an

(D) the slaughtering of sound and healthy poultry or the proc-
essing of poultry products of such poultry in any State or terri-
tory or the District of Columbia by any poultry producer or other
person for distribution by him solely within such jurisdiction
directly to household consumers, restaurants, hotels, and boarding
houses, for use in their own dining rooms, or in the preparation of
meals for sales direct to consumers, if, in lieu of other labeling
requirements, such poultry products are identified with the name
and address of the processor, and if they are not otherwise mis-
branded and are sound, clean, and fit for human food when dis-
tributed by such processor.

The exemptions provided for in clauses (C) and (D) above shall not
apply if the poultry producer or other person engages in the current
calendar year in the business of buying or selling any poultry or poul-
try products other than as specified in such clauses.
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(2) In addition to the specific exemptions provided herein, the
Secretary shall, when he determines that the protection of consumers
from adulterated or misbranded poultry products will not be impaired
by such action, provide by regulation, consistent with subparagraph
(3), for the exemption of the operation and products of small enter-
prises (including poultry producers), not exempted under subpara-
graph (1), which are engaged in any State or Territory® or the
District of Columbia in slaughtering and/or cutting up poultry for
distribution as carcasses or parts thereof solely for distribution within
such jurisdiction, from such provisions of this Act as he deems appro-
priate, while still protecting the public from adulterated or misbranded
products, under such conditions, including sanitary requirements, as
he shall prescribe to effectuate the purposes of this Act.

(8) No exemption under subparagraph (1) (C) or (D) or subpara-
graph (2) shall apply to any poultry producer or other person who
slaughters or processes the products of more than 5,000 turkeys or an
equivalent number of poultry of all species in the current calendar year
(four ;oirds of other species being deemed the equivalent of one
turkey).

(4) The provisions of this Act shall not apply to poultry producers
with respect to poultry of their own raising on their own farms if (i)
such producers slaughter not more than 250 turkeys, or not more than
an equivalent number of birds of all species during the calendar year
for which this exemption is being determined (four birds of other
species being deemed the equivalent of one turkey) ; (ii) such poultry
producers do not engage in buying or selling poultry products other
than those produced from poultry raised on their own farms; and (iii)
none of such poultry moves in commerce (as defined in section 4(a)
of this Act).

(d) The adulteration and misbranding provisions of this Act, other
than the requirement of the inspection legend, shall apply to articles
which are exempted from inspection under this section, except as other-
wise specified under paragraphs (a) and (c).

(e) The Secretary may by order suspend or terminate any exemption
under this section with respect to any person whenever he finds that
such action will aid in effectuating the purposes of this Act.

ENTRY OF MATERIALS INTO OFFICIAL ESTABLISHMENTS

Skc. 16. The Secretary may limit the entry of poultry products and
other materials into any official establishment, under such conditions
as he may prescribe to assure that allowing the entry of such articles
into such inspected establishments will be consistent with the purposes
of this Act. ‘

IMPORTS

Skc. 17.(a) No slaughtered poultry, or parts or products thereof, of
any kind shall be imported into the United States unless they are
healthful, wholesome, fit for human food, not adulterated, and contain
no dye, chemical, preservative, or ingredient which renders them
unhealthful, unwholesome, adulterated, or unfit for human food and
unless they also comply with the rules and regulations made by the
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Secretary of Agriculture to assure that imported poultry or poultry
products comply with the standards provided for in this Act. All
1mported, slaughtered poultry, or parts or products thereof, shall after
entry into the United States 1n compliance with such rules and regula-
tions be deemed and treated as domestic slaughtered poultry, or parts
or products thereof, within the meaning and subject to the provisions
of this Act and the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act, and Acts
amendatory of, supplemental to, or in substitution for such Acts.

(b) The Secretary of Agriculture is authorized to make rules and
regulations to carry out the purposes of this section and in such rules
and regulations the Secretary of Agriculture may prescribe the terms
and conditions for the destruction of all slaughtered poultry, or parts
or products thereof, offered for entry and refused admission into the
United States unless such slaughtered poultry, or parts or products
thereof, be exported by the consignee within the time fixed therefor
in such rules and regulations.

(¢) All charges for storage, cartage, and labor with respect to any
product which 1s refused admission pursuant to this section shall be
paid by the owner or consignee, and in default of such payment shall
constitute a lien against any other products imported thereafter by or
for such owner or consignee.

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Szc. 18, (a) The Secretary may (for such period, or indefinitely, as
he deems necessary to effectuate the purposes of this Act) refuse to
provide, or withdraw, inspection service under this Act with respect
to any establishment if he determines, after opportunity for a hearing
is accorded to the applicant for, or recipient of, such service, that such
applicant or recipient is unfit to engage in any business requiring
inpection upon this Act becaunse the applicant or recipient or anyone
responsibly connected with the applicant or recipient, has been con-
victed, in any Federal or State court, within the previous ten years of
(1) any felony or more than one misdemeanor under any law based
upon the acquiring, handling, or distributing of adulterated, mis-
labeled, or deceptively packaged food or fraud in connection with
transactions in food; or (2) any felony, involving fraud, bribery,
extortion, or any other act or circumstances indicating a lack of the
integrity needed for the conduct of operations affecting the public
health. For the purpose of this paragraph a person shall be deemed to
be responsibly connected with the business if he was a partner, officer,
director, holder, or owner of 10 per centum or more of its voting stock
or employee in a managerial or executive capacity.

(b) Upon the withdrawal of inspection service from any official
establishment for failure to destroy condemned poultry products as
required under section 6 of this Act, or other failure of an official
establishment to comply with the requirements as to premises, facili-
ties, or equipment, or the operation thereof, as provided in section 7
of this Act, or the refusal of inspection service to any applicant there-
for because of failure to comply with any requirements under section
7, the applicant for, or recipient of, the service shall, upon request, be
afforded opportunity for a hearing with respect to the merits or
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validity of such action ; but such withdrawal or refusal shall continue
in effect unless otherwise ordered by the Secretary.

(c) The determination and order of the Secretary when made after
opportunity for hearing, with respect to withdrawal or refusal of
inspection service under this Act shall be final and conclusive unless the
affected applicant for, or recipient of, inspection service files applica-
tion for judicial review within thirty days after the effective date of
such order in the United States Court of Appeals as provided in sec-
tion 8 of this Act. Judicial review of any such order sﬁall be upon the
record upon which the determination and order are based. The provi-
sions of section 204 of the Packers and Stockyards Act of 1921, as
amended, shall be applicable to appeals taken under this section.

Sec. 19. Whenever any poultry product, or any product exempted
from the definition of a poultry product, or any dead, dying, disabled,
or diseased poultry is found by any authorized representative of the
Secretary upon any premises where it is held for purposes of, or dur-
ing or after distribution in, commerce or otherwise subject to this Act,
and there is reason to believe that any such article is adulterated or
misbranded and is capable of use as human food, or that it has not been
inspected, in violation of the provisions of this Act or of any other
Federal law or the laws of any State or Territory, or the District of
Columbia, or that it has been or is intended to be, distributed in viola-
tion of any such provisions, it may be detained by such representative
for a period not to exceed twenty days, pending action under section
20 of this Act or notification of any Federal, State, or other govern-
mental authorities having jurisdiction over such article or poultry,
and shall not be moved by any person, from the place at which it 1s
located when so detained, until released by such representative. All
official marks may be required by such representative to be removed
from such article or poultry before it is released unless it appears to
the satisfaction of the Secretary that the article or poultry is eligible
to retain such marks. :

Skec. 20. (a) Any poultry product, or any dead, dying, disabled, or
diseased poultry, that is being transported in commerce or otherwise
subject to this Act, or is held for sale in the United States after such
transportation, and that (1) is or has been processed, sold, transported,
or otherwise distributed or offered or received for distribution in vio-
Jation of this Act, or (2) is capable of use as human food and is
adulterated or misbranded, or (8) in any other way is in violation of
this Act, shall be liable to be proceeded against and seized and con-
demned, at any time, on a libel of information in any United States
district court or other proper court as provided in section 21 of this
Act within the jurisdiction of which the article or poultry is found.
If the article or poultry is condemned it shall, after entry of the de-
cree, be disposed of by destruction or sale as the court may direct and
the proceeds, if sold, less the court costs and fees, and storage and
other proper expenses, shall be paid into the Treasury of the United
States, but the article of poultry shall not be sold contrary to the pro-
visions of this Act, or the laws of the jurisdiction in which it is sold:
Provided, That upon the execution and delivery of a good and suffi-
cient bond conditioned that the article or poultry shall not be sold or
otherwise disposed of contrary to the provisions of this Act, or the
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laws of the jurisdiction in which disposal is made, the court may direct
that such article or poultry be delivered to the owner thereof subject
to such supervision by authorized representatives of the Secretary as 1s
necessary to insure compliance with the applicable laws. When a de-
cree of condemnation is entered against the article or poultry and it is
released under bond, or destroyed, court costs and fees, and storage
and other proper expenses shall be awarded against the person, if any,
intervening as claimant of the article or poultry. The proceedings
in such libel cases shall conform, as nearly as may be, to the proceed-
ings in admiralty, except that either party may demand trial by jury
of any issue of fact joined in any case, and all such proceedings shall
be at the suit of and in the name of the United States.

(b) The provisions of this section shall in no way derogate from
authority for condemnation or seizure conferred by other provisions
of this Act, or other laws. o :

Sec. 21, The United States district courts, the District Court of
Guam, the District Court of the Virgin Islands, the highest court of
American, Samoa, and the United States courts of the other territories,
are vested with jurisdiction specifically to enforce, and to prevent and
restrian violations of, this Act, and shall have jurisdiction in all other
kinds of cases arising under this Act, except as provided in section
8(d) or 18 of this Act. All proceedings for the enforcement or to re-
strain violations of this Act shall be by and in the name of the United
States. Subpenas for witnesses who are required to attend a court of
the United States, in any district, may run into any other district in
any such proceeding. )

Skc. 22. For the efficient administration and enforcement of this
Act, the provisions (including penalties) of sections 6, 8, 9, and 10 of
the Federal Trade Commission Act, as amended (38 Stat. 721-723, as
amended; 15 U.S.C. 46, 48, 49, and 50) (except paragraphs (c)
through (h) of section 6 and the last paragraph of section 9), and the
provisions of subsection 409(1) of the Communications Act of 1934
(48 Stat. 1096, as amended ; 47 U.S.C. 409(1)), are made applicable
to the jurisdiction, powers, and duties of the Secretary in administer-
ing and enforcing the provisions of this Act and to any person with
respect to whom such authority is exereised. The Secretary, in person
or by such agents as he may designate, may prosecute any inquiry nec-
essary to his duties under this Act in any part of the United States,
and the powers conferred by said sections 9 and 10 of the Federal
Trade Commission Act as amended on the district courts of the United
States may be exercised for the purposes of this Act by any court
designated in section 21 of this Act. )

Sec. 23. Requirements within the scope of this Act with respect to
premises, facilities and operations of any official establishment, which
are in addition to, or different than those made under this Act may
not be imposed by any State or Territory or the District of Columbia,
except that any such jurisdiction may impose recordkeeping and other
requirements within the scope of paragraph (b) of section 11 of this
Act, if consistent therewith; with respect to any such establishment.
Marking, labeling, packaging, or ingredient requirements (or storage
or handling requirements found by the Secretary to unduly interfere
with the free flow of poultry products in commerce) in addition to,
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or different than, those made under this Act may not be imposed by
any State or Territory or the District of Columbia with respect to
articles prepared at any official establishment in accordance with the

* requirements under this Act, but any State or Territory or the District

of Columbia may, consistent with the requirements under this Act,
exercise concurrent jurisdiction with the Secretary over articles re-
quired to be inspected under this Act, for the purpose of distribution
for human food purposes of any such articles which are adulterated or
misbranded and are outside of such an establishment, or, in the case
of imported articles which are not at such an establishment, after
their entry into the United States. This Act shall not preclude any
State or Territory or the District of Columbia from making require-
ment or taking other action, consistent with this Act, with respect to
any other matters regulated under this Act.

Skc. 24. (a) Poultry and poultry products shall be exempt from the
provisions of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to the extent
of the application or extension thereto of the provisions of this Act,
except that the provisions of this Act shall not derogate from any
authority confererd by the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
prior to enactment of the Wholesome Poultry Products Act.

(b) The detainer authority conferred by section 19 of this Act shall
apply to any authorized representative of the Secretary of Health,
Education, and Welfare for purposes of the enforcement of the Fed-
eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act with respect to an poultry car-
cass, or part or product thereof, that is outside any official establish-
ment, and for such purposes the first reference to the Secretary in
section 19 shall be deemed to refer to the Secretary of Health, Educa-
tion, and Welfare.

COST OF INSPECTION

Sec. 25. The cost of inspection rendered under the requirements of
this Act, shall be borne by the United States, except that the cost of
overtime and holiday work performed in establishments subject to the
provisions of this Act at such rates as the Secretary may determine
shall be borne by such establishments. Sums received by the Secretary
n reimbursement for sums paid out by him for such premium pay
work shall be available without fiscal year limitation to carry out the
purposes of this section.

APPROPRIATIONS

Skc. 26. There is hereby authorized to be appropriated such sums as
are necessary to carry out the provisions of this Act.

REPORTS TO CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES

Skc. 27. The Secretary shall annually report to the Committee on
Agriculture of the House of Representatives and the Committee on
Agriculture and Forestry of the Senate with respect to the slaughter
of poultry subject to this Act, and the preparation, storage, handling,
and distribution of poultry parts, poultry products, and inspection of
establishments operated in connection therewith, including the oper-
ations under and the effectiveness of this Act.
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SEPARABILITY OF PROVISIONS

Skc. 28. If any provision of this Act or the application thereof to
any person or circumstances is held invalid, the validity of the re-
mainder of the Act and of the application of such provision to other
persons and circumstances shall not be affected thereby.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Skc. 29. This Act (Act of August 28, 1957) shall take effect upon
enactment, except that no person shall be subject to the provisions of
this Act prior to January 1, 1959, unless such person after January 1,
1958, applies for and receives inspection for poultry or poultry prod-
ucts in accordance with the provisions of this Act and pursuant to
regulations promulgated by the Secretary hereunder, in any estab-
lishment processing poultry or poultry products in commerce or in a
designated major consuming area. Any person who voluntarily applies
for and receives such inspection after January 1, 1958, shall be subject,
on and after the date he commences to receive such inspection, to all
of the provisions and penalties provided for in this Act with respect
to all poultry or poultry products handled in the establishment for
which such said application for inspection is made.

O




H. R. 10073

Rinety-fourth Congress of the Wnited States of America

AT THE SECOND SESSION

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the nineteenth day of January,

one thousand nine hundred and seventy-six

An Art

To provide for the mandatory inspection of domesticated rabbits slaughtered
for human food, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That, except as
provided in section 2 of this Act, all the penalties, terms, and other
provisions in the Poultry Products Inspection Act (71 Stat. 441;
21 U.S.C. 451-470) are hereby made applicable (1) to domesticated
rabbits, the carcasses of such rabbits, and parts and products thereof,
and to the establishments in which domesticated rabbits are slaugh-
tered or in which the carcasses, or parts or products thereof, are
processed, (2) to all persons who slaughter domesticated rabbits or
prepare or handle the carcasses of such rabbits or parts or products
thereof, and (3) to all other persons who perform any act relating

to domesticated rabbits or the carcasses of such rabbits or parts or

products thereof, and who would be subject to such provisions if such
acts related to poultry or the carcasses of poultry, or parts or products
thereof; and such provisions shall apply in the same manner and to
the same extent as such provisions apply with respect to poultry and
the carcasses of poultry, and parts and products thereof, and to per-
sons who perform acts relating to poultry, the carcasses of poultry,
or parts or products thereof.

gEO. 2. (a) The provisions in paragraph (a)(2) of section 15, sec-
tion 24(a), and section 29 of the Poultry Products Inspection Act
shall not apply with respect to domesticated rabbits or the carcasses
of such rabbits, or parts or products thereof. The two-year period
specified in paragraph (c) (1) of section 5 of such Act and the periods
contemplated by paragraph (c)(4) of such section shall commence
upon the date of enactment hereof, with respect to domesticated
rabbits and the carcasses of such rabbits, and parts and products
thereof; and in applying the volume provisions in paragraphs (c¢) (3)
and (c) (4) of section 15 of such Act, the volume restrictions applicable
to turkeys shall apply to domesticated rabbits.

(b) For purposes of this Act—

(1) wherever the term “poultry” is used in the Poultry Prod-
ucts Inspection Act, such term shall be deemed to refer to domes-
ticated rabbits;

(2) wherever the term “poultry product” is used in the Poultry
Products Inspection Act, such term shall be deemed to refer to
domesticated rabbit products; and

(3) the reference to “domesticated bird” in section 4(e) of
the Poultry Products Inspection Act shall be deemed to refer
to domesticated rabbit.

(4) the reference to “feathers” in section 9(a)(4) shall be
deemed to be “pelt”.

Skc. 8. This Act shall become effective upon enactment, except that
no person shall be subject to the provisions of this Act prior to Janu-
ary 1, 1977, unless such person after enactment of this Act a.plli)hes
for and receives inspection for the processing for commerce (as defined
in the Poultry Products Inspection Act) of domesticated rabbits or
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the carcasses of such rabbits, or parts or products thereof, in accord-
ance with the provisions of this Act and pursuant to regulations

promulgated by the Secretary of Agriculture under this Act. Any

person who voluntarily applies for and receives such inspection after
enactment hereof shall be subject, on and after the date he commences
to receive such inspection, to all of the provisions (including penalties)
of the Poultry Products Inspection Act as applied hereby in relation
to domesticated rabbits, the carcasses of such rabbits, and parts and
products thereof.

Skc. 4. The provisions hereof shall not in any way affect the appli-
cation of the Igoultry Products Inspection Act in relation to poultry,
poultry carcasses, and parts and products thereof.

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Vice President of the United States and
President of the Senate.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE October 18, 1976

Office of the White House Press Secretary

THE WHITE HOUSE

MEMORANDUM OF DISAPPROVAL

I have withheld my approval from H.R. 10073, "An Act to
provide for the mandatory inspection of domesticated rabblts
slaughtered for human food, and for other purposes."

This bill would make applicable to domesticated rabbits,
with minor exceptions, the provisions of the Poultry Products
Inspection Act. It would require the Secretary of Agriculture
to implement a mandatory inspection program for all domesticated
rabbit meat sold in commerce, with certain exemptions related
to type and volume of operations.

It should be noted that the Food and Drug Administration
now inspects rabbit meat to ensure that it complies with Federal
pure food laws. Thus, there is no health protection reason for
requiring-mandatory Agriculture Department inspection of rabbilt
meat. -

The effect of this Act would be to substitute a mandatory
taxpayer-financed Agriculture Department inspection program for
a voluntary one that is now provided under another law and paid
for by the processors and consumers of rabbit meat. Since the
voluntary program already provides a means for certifying whole-
someness to those consumers who demand such protection for this
specialty food and are willing to pay for the protection, I do
not believe that a mandatory program is wise public pollcy.

In addition, it is estimated that the cost to the taxpayer
of government inspection provided by this Act could be more
than ten cents per pound.

The limited benefit to be derived by a relative few con-
sumers of rabbit meat cannot be Jjustified in terms of the cost
to the taxpayer. I am therefore not approving H.R. 10073.

GERALD R. FORD

THE WHITE HOUSE,
October 17, 1976. e
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