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or viscera have not been removed in accordance with regulations 
promulgated by the Secretary, except as may be authorized by 
regulations of the Secretary; 

( 5) use to his own advantage, or reveal other than to the 
authorized representatives of the United States Government or 
anv State or other government in their official capacity, or as 
or(lered by a court in any judicial proceedings, any information 
acquired under the authority of this Act concerning any matter 
which is entitled to protection as a trade secret. 

(b) No brand manufacturer, printer, or other person shall cast, 
print, lithograph, or otherwise make any device containing any official 
mark or simulation thereof, or any label bearing any such mark or 
simulation, or any form of official certificate or simulation thereof, 
except as authorized by the Secretary. 

(c) ~ o person shall-
( 1) forge any official device, mark, or certificate; 
(2) without authorization from the Secretary use any official 

device, mark, or certificate, or simulation thereof, or alter, detach, 
deface, or destroy any official device, mark, or certificate; 

(3) contrary to the regulations prescribed by the Secretary, fail 
to use, or to detach, deface, or destroy any official device, mark, or 
certificate; 

(4) knowingly possess, without promptly notifying the 
Secretary or his representative, any official device or counterfeit, 
simulated, :forged, or improperly altered official certificate or any 
device or label or any carcass of any poultry, or part or product 
thereof, bearing any counterfeit, simulated, forged, or improp­
erly altered official mark; 

(5) knowingly make any false statement in any shipper's 
certificate or other nonofficial or official certificate provided for 
in the regulations prescribed by the Secretary; or 

(6) knowingly represent that any article has been inspected and 
passed, or exempted, under this Act when, in fact, it has, respec­
tively, not been so inspected and passed, or exempted. 

COl\IPLETE COVERAGE OF OFFICIAL ESTABLISHl\IENTS 

SEc. 10. X o establishment processing poultry or poultry products for 
commerce or otherwise subject to this Act shall process any poultry or 
poultry product except in compliance with the requirements of this 
Act. 

ARTICLES XOT INTENDED FOR HUl\IAN FOOD RECORD AND RELATED 

REQUIRE:I\IENTS FOR PROCESSORS OF POULTRY PRODUCTS AND RELATED 

INDUSTRIES ENGAGED IX COJ\Il\IERCE ; REGISTP.ATION REQUIREllfENTS 

FOP. P.ELATED INDUSTRIES EX GAGED IN COJ\fl\IERCE; P.EGULATION OF TRANS­

ACTIONS IN COMliiERCE IN DEAD, DYING, DISABLED, OP. DISEASED 

POULTRY AND CAP.CASSES THEREOF; AUTHORITY TO REGULATE COlii­

PAP.ABLE IXTRASTATE ACTIVITIES 

SEc. 11. (a) Inspection shall not be provided under this Act at any 
establishment for the slaughter of poultry or the processing of any 
carcasses or parts or products of poultry, which are not intended for 
use as human food, but such articles shall, prior to their offer for sale 

• 
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or transportation in commerce, unless naturally inedible by humans, 
be denatured or otherwise identified as prescnbed by regulations of 
the Secretary to deter their use for human food. No person shall buy, 
sell, transport, or offer for sale or transportation, or receive for trans­
portation in commerce or import, any poultry carcasses or parts or 
products thereof which are not intended for use as human food unless 
they are denatured or otherwise identified as required by the regu­
lations of the Secretary or are naturally inedible by humans. 

(b) The following classes of persons shall, for such period of time 
as the Secretary may by regulations prescribe, not to exceed two years 
unless otherwise directed by the Secretary for good cause shown, keep 
such records as are properly necessary for the effective enforcement of 
this Act in order to insure against adulterated or misbranded poultry 
products for the American consumer; and all persons subject to such 
requirements shall, at all reasonable times, upon notice by a duly 
authorized representative of the Secretary, afford such representative 
access to their places of business and opportunity to examine the 
facilities, inventory, ·and records thereof, to copy all such records, and 
to .take reasonable samples of their inventory upon payment of their 
fa1r market value therefor-

( 1) Any person that engaged in the business of slaughtering 
any poultry or processing, freezing, packaging, or labeling any 
carcasses, or parts or products of carcasses, of any poultry, for 
commerce, for use as human food or animal food; 

(2) Any person that engages in the business o:f buying or sell­
ing (as poultry products brokers, wholesalers or otherwise), or 
transporting, in commerce, or storing in or for commerce, or im­
porting, any carcasses, or parts or products of carcasses, of any 
poultry; 

( 3) Any person that engages in business, in or for commerce, 
as a renderer, or engages in the business of buying, selling, or 
transporting, in commerce, or importing, any dead, dying, dis­
abled, or diseased poultry or parts of the carcasses of any poultry 
that died otherwise than by slaughter. 

(c) No person shall engage in business, in or for commerce, as a 
poultry products broker, renderer, or animal food manufacturer, or 
engage in business in commerce as a wholesaler of any carcasses, or 
parts or products of the carcasses, of any poultry, whether intended 
for human food or other purposes, or engage in business as a public 
warehouseman storing any such articles in or for commerce, or engage 
in the business of buying, selling, or transporting in commerce, or im­
porting, any dead, dying, disabled, or diseased poultry, or parts of the 
carcasses of any poultry that died otherwise than by slaughter, unless, 
when required ~y regulations of the Security, he has registered with 
the Secretary lns name, and the address of each place of business at 
which, and all trade names under which, he conducts such business. 

(d) No person engaged in the business of buying, selling, or trans­
porting in commerce, or importing, dead, dying, disabled, or diseased 
poultry, or any parts of the carcasses of any poultry that died other­
wise than by slaughter, shall buy, sell, transport, offer for sale or 
transportation, or receive for transportation, in commerce, or import, 
any dead, dying, disabled, or diseased poultry or parts of the car­
casses of any poultry that died otherwith than by slaughter, unless 



20 

such transaction, transportation or importation is made in accordance 
with such regulations as the Secretary may prescribe to assure that 
such poultry, or the unwholesome parts of products thereof, will be 
prevented from being used for human food. 

(e) The authority conferred on the Secretary by paragraph (b), 
(c), or (d) of this section with respect to persons engaged in the spec­
ified kinds of business in or for commerce may be exercised with re­
spect to persons engaged, in any State or organized territory, in such 
kinds of business but not in or for commerce, whenever the Secretary 
determines, after consultation with an appropriate advisory committee 
provided for in section 5 of this Act, that the State or territory does 
not have at least equal authority under its laws or such authority is not 
exercised in a manner to effectuate the purposes of this Act, including 
the State or territory providing for the Secretary or his representative 
being afforded access to such places of business and the facilities, in­
ventories, and records thereof, and the taking of reasonable samples, 
where he determines necessary in carrying out his responsibilities 
under this Act; and in such case the provisions of paragraph (b), (c), 
or (d) of this section, respectively, shall apply to such persons to the 
same extent and in the same manner as if they were engaged in such 
business in or for commerce and the transactions involved were in 
commerce. 

PENALTIES 

SEc. 12. (a) Any person who violates the provisions of section 9, 10, 
11, 14, or 17 of this Act shall be fined not more than $1,000 or im­
prisoned not more than one year, or both; but if such violation in­
volves intent to defraud, or any distribution or attempted distribution 
of an article that is adulterated (except as defined in section 4 (g) ( 8) 
of this Act), such person shall be fined not more than $10,000 or im­
prisoned not more than three years, or both. "'When construing or en­
forcing the provisions of said sections the act, omission, or failure of 
any person acting for or employed by any individual partnership, cor­
poration, or association within the scope of his employment or office 
shall in every case be deemed the act, omission, or failure of such in­
dividual, partnership, corporation, or association, as well as of such 
person. 

(b) No carrier shall be subject to the penalties of this Act, other 
than the penalties for violation of section 11, byreason of his receipt, 
carriage, holding, or delivery, in the usual course of business, as a 
carrier, of poultry or poultry products, owned by another person un­
less the carrier has knowledge, or is in possession of facts which would 
cause a reasonable person to believe that such poultry or poultry prod­
ucts were not inspected or marked in accordance with the provisions 
of this Act or were otherwise not eligible for transportation under this 
Act or unless the carrier refuses to furnish on request of a representa­
tive of the Secretary the name and address of the person from whom 
he received such poultry or poultry products, and copies of all docu­
ments, if any there be, pertaining to the delivery of the poultry or 
poultry products to such carrier. 

(c) Any person who forcibly assaults, resists, opposes, impedes, in­
timidates, or interferes with any person while engaged in or on account 
of the performance of his official duties under this Act shall be fined 
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not more than $5,000 or imprisoned not more than three years, or both. 
Whoever, in the commission of any such acts, uses a deadly or danger­
ous weapon, shall be fined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned not 
more than ten years, or both. ·whoever kills any person while engaged 
in or on account of the performance of his official duties under this Act 
shall be punished as provided under sections 1111 and 1114 of title 18, 
United States Code. 

REPORTING OF VIOLATIONS 

SEc. 13. Before any violation of this Act is reported by the Secretary 
to any United States attorney for institution of a criminal proceed­
ing, the person against whom such proceeding is contemplated shall 
be given reasonable notice of the alleged violation and opportunity to 
present his views orally or in writing with regard to such contemplated 
proceeding. Nothing in this Act shall be construed as requiring the 
Secretary to report for criminal prosecution violations of this Act 
whenever he believes that the public interest will be adequately served 
and c_ompliance with the Act obtained by a suitable written notice or 
warnmg. 

REGULATIONS 

SEc. 14. (a) The Secretary may by regulations prescribe conditions 
under which poultry products capable of use as human food, shall be 
stored or otherwise handled by any person en~aged in the business of 
buying, selling, freezing, storing, or transportmg, in or for comme~ce, 
or importing, such articles, whenever the Secretary deems such actwn 
necessary to assure that such articles will not be adulterated or mis­
branded when delivered to the consumer. Violation of any such regula­
tion is prohibited. 

(b) The Secretary shall promulgate such other rules and regulations 
as are necessary to carry out the provisions of this Act. 

(c) In applying the provisions ?f section 55?( c) of title 5, Uni~ed 
States Code to proposed rule malnng under th1s Act, an opportumty 
for the oral presentation of views shall be accorded all interested 
persons. 

EXEMPTIONS 

SEc. 15. (a) The Secretary shall, by regulation and under such con­
ditions as to sanitary standards, practices, and procedures as he may 
prescribe, exempt from specific provisions of this Act-

(1) retail dealers with respect to poultry products sold dire~tly 
to consumers in individual retail stores, if the only processmg 
operation performed by such retail dealers is the cutting up of 
poultry products on the premises where such sales to consumers 
are made; 

(2) for such period of time as the Secretary determines that it 
would be impracticable to provide inspection and the exemption 
will aid in the effective administration of this Act, any person 
engaged in the processing of poultry or poultry products for com­
merce and the poultry or poultry products processed by such per­
son: PPovided, however, That no such exemption shall continue 
in effect on and !titer Jan nary 1, 1970; and 

(3) persons slaughtering, processing, or otherwise handling 
poultry or poultry products ·which have been or are to be processed 
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as required by recogn~zed religious dietary laws, to the extent that 
the Secretary determmes necessary to avoid conflict with such re­
quirements while still effectuating the purposes of this Act. 

(b) The. Secretary may, under such sanitary conditions as he may 
by. regulatiOns prescribe, exempt from the inspection requirements of 
tins Act the slaught~r of poultry, and the processing of poultry prod­
ucts, by any person m anv Territory not or(Tanized with a leo·islative 
body, solely for distribution within such Ten":'itory, when the S~cretary 
deter_mi.nes that it is impracticable to provide such inspection within 
the hm1ts of funds appropriated for administration of this Act and 
that such exemption will aid in the effective administration of this Act. 
. (c) (1) T~e Secre.tary shall, by regulation and under such condi­

twns, mclu~mg samtary standards, practices, and procedures as he 
may prescnbe, exempt :from specific provisions of this Act- ' 

.(-':<\.) the slaughtering_ by any person of poultry of his own 
ra1smg, and the processmg by him and transportation in com­
merce of the p~mltry prodncts exclusively for use by him anrl 
members of hiS household and his nonpaying guests and 
employees; 

(B) the custom slaughter by any person of poultry delivered 
by the owner thereof for such slaughter, and the processino· by 
such slaughterer and transportation in commerce of the po1~ltry 
p~oducts exclusively for use, in the household of such owner, by 
hun and member~ of his household and his nonpaying guests and 
employees: Prmn,ded, That such custom slau(Thterer does not en­
gage in the business of buying or selling a;y poultry products 
capable of use as human :food; 

(C) the sla_ughtering and processing of poultry products in any 
State or T~rntory or t~e Dis~rict of Columbia by any poultry pro­
ducer <?n his own premises with respect to sound and healthy poul­
try ra1s~d ~m his p_ren_1is~s .and the distribution by any person 
solely Withm sucl_1 Jur~sdi~tJO!l of the poultry products derived 
from such operations, If, m heu of other labelin(T requirements, 
such poultry products are identified with the nam:' and address of 
such poultry producer, and if they are not otherwise misbranded, 
and are sound, clean, and fit for human food when so distributed; 
and 

(D) the slaughtering of sound and healthy poultry or the proc­
essmg of poultry products of such poultry in any State or terri­
tory or the D~stri.ct of Columbia by any poultry producer or other 
p~rson for d1stnbution by him solely within such jurisdiction 
directly to household consumers, restaurants hotels, and boardin(T 
houses, for use in their own dining rooms, or'in the preparation of 
meal_s for sales direct to consumers, if, in lieu of other labeling 
reqmrements, such poultry products are identified with the name 
and address of the processor, and if they are not otherwise mis­
branded and are sound, clean, and fit for human food -..vhen dis­
tributee~ by such processm:. 

The exemptwns provided form clauses (C) and (D) above shall not 
apply if the poultry producer or other person engages in the current 
calendar year in the business of buying or selling any poultry or poul­
try products other than as specified in such clauses. 
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(2) In addition to the specific exemptions provided herein, the 
Secretary shall, when he determines that the protection of consumers 
from adulterated or misbranded poultry products will not be impaired 
by such action, provide by regulation, consistent with subparagraph 
( 3), for the exemption of the operation and products of small enter­
prises (including poultry producers), not exempted under subpara­
graph (1), which are engaged in any State or Territory 5 or the 
District of Columbia in slaughtering and/or cutting up poultry for 
distribution as carcasses or parts thereof solely for distribution within 
such jurisdiction, from such provisions of this Act as he deems appro­
priate, while still protecting the public from adulterated or misbranded 
products, under such conditions, including sanitary requirements, as 
he shall prescribe to effectuate the purposes of this Act. 

(3) No exemption under subparagraph (1) (C) or (D) or subpara­
graph (2) shall apply to any poultry producer or other person who 
slaughters or processes the products of more than 5,000 turkeys or an 
equivalent number of poultry of all species in the current calendar year 
(four birds of other species being deemed the equivalent of one 
turkey). 

( 4) The provisions of this Act shall not apply to poultry producers 
with respect to poultry of their own raising on their own :farms if ( i) 
such producers slaughter not more than 250 turkeys, or not more than 
an equivalent number of birds of all species during the calendar year 
for which this exemption is being determined (four birds of other 
species being deemed the equivalent of one turkey) ; ( ii) such poultry 
producers do not engage in buying or selling poultry products other 
than those produced from poultry raised on their own farms; and (iii) 
none of such poultry moves in commerce (as defined in section 4 (a) 
of this Act). 

(d) The adulteration and misbranding provisions of this Act, other 
than the requirement of the inspection legend, shall apply to articles 
which are exempted :from inspection under this section, except as other­
wise specified under paragraphs (a) and (c) . 

(e) The Secretary may by order suspend or terminate any exemption 
under this section with respect to any person whenever he finds that 
such action will aid in effectuating the purposes of this Act. 

ENTRY OF 1\IATERIALS INTO OFFICIAL ESTABLISHJ\IE~TS 

SEc. 16. The Secretary may limit the entry of poultry products and 
other materials into any official establishment, under such conditions 
as he may prescribe to assure that allowing the entry of such articles 
into such inspected establishments will be consistent with the purposes 
of this Act. 1 

11\IPORTS 

SEc. 17. (a) No slaughtered poultry, or parts or products thereof, of 
any kind shall be imported into the United States unless they are 
healthful, wholesome, fit for human food, not adulterated, and contain 
no dye, chemical, preservative, or ingredient which renders them 
unhealthful, unwholesome, adulterated, or unfit for human food and 
unless they also comply with the rules and regulations made by the 
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Secretary of Agriculture to assure that imported po~ltry. or poultry 
products comply with the standards provided for m this Act. All 
imported, slaughtered poultry-, or par~s or pr<;>ducts thereof, shall after 
entry into the United States m compliance with such rules and regula­
tions be deemed and treated as domestic slaughtered poultry, or parts 
or products thereof, within the meaning and subject ~o the provisions 
of this Act and the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act, and Acts 
amendatory of, supplemental to, or in substitution for such Acts. 

(b) The Secretary of Agriculture is au~horiz~d to mai-ce rules and 
regulations to carry out the purposes. of this sectiOn and .m such rules 
and regulations the Secretary of Agnculture may prescnbe the terms 
and conditions for the destruction of all slaughtered poultry, or parts 
or products thereof, offered for entry and refused admission into the 
United States unless such slaughtered poultry, or parts or products 
thereof, be exported by the consignee within the time fixed therefor 
in such rules and regulations. 

(c) All charges for storage, cartage, and labor w~th re~pect to any 
product which is refused ~dmission :pursuant to this sectiOn shall be 
paid by the owner or consignee, and m defa~lt of such payment shall 
constitute a lien against any other products Imported thereafter by or 
for such owner or consignee. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

SEc. 18. (a) The Secretary may (for such period, or indefinitely, as 
he deems necessary to effectuate the purposes of this Act) refuse to 
provide, or withdra '':' inspection. service under this ~ct with resrect 
to any establishment I£_ he determmes, .a~ter opportumty ~or a hearmg 
is accorded to the applicant for, or reCipien~ of, such se~viCe, that_sl;lch 
applicant or recipient is unfit to engag~ m any b~si~ess reqmrmg 
inpeetion upon this Act ~ecause the ~pphcant o~ r_eCipient or anyone 
responsibly connected with the apphca~t _or reCipie~t, has been con­
victed in any Federal or State court, within the previous ten years of 
(1) a~y felony or more than one misdemeanor under any law bas~d 
upon the acquiring, handling, or distributing o~ adultera~ed, ~Is­
labeled, or deceptively packaged food or ~raud _m connectwn. With 
transactions in food; or (2) a~y felony, m_volymg fraud, bnbery, 
extortion, or any other act or Circumstances. mdicatmg a lack of t~e 
integrity needed for the conduct of operatiOns affectmg the pubhc 
health. For the purpose of this paragraph a person shall be deemed to 
be responsibly connected with the business if he was a partne.r, officer, 
director holder, or owner of 10 per centum or more of Its votmg stock 
or empl~yee in a managerial or exe_cutive <;apacity._ . 

(b) Upon the withdrawal of mspecbon service from any offiCial 
establishment for failure to destroy condemned poultry products _as 
rcquir:ed under section 6 ~f this Act, _or other failure of_ an offic_u~l 
establishment to comply with th~ reqmrements as to_pre~Ises, f!lCih­
ties, or equipment, or the op!'lratwn. thereo~, as provided ~n sectwn 7 
of this Act or the refusal of mspectwn serviCe to any applicant the_re­
for becaus~ of failure to comply with any requirements under sectiOn 
7, the applicant for, or recipient of, the ~ervice shall, upon requ~st, be 
afforded opportunity for a hearmg with respect to the ments or 
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validity of such action; but such withdrawal or refusal shall continue 
in effect unless otherwise ordered by the Secretary. 

(c) The determinat~on an4 order of the Se<;retary when made afte~ 
opportunity for hearmg, with respect to withdrawal ?r refusal of 
inspection service under this Act shall be final and conclusive unless the 
affected applicant for, or recipient of, inspection service files applica­
tion for judicial revi~w within thirty days after the effec~ive ~ate of 
such order in the Umted States Court of Appeals as provided m sec­
tion 8 of this Act. Judicial review of any such order shall be upon the 
record upon which the determination and order are based. The provi­
sions of section 204 of the Packers and Stockyards Act of 1921, as 
amended, shall be applicable to appeals taken under this section. 

SEc. 19. Whenever any poultry product, or any product ex!'lmpted 
from the definition of a poultry product, or any dead, dying,_ disabled, 
or diseased poultry is found by any authorized representative of the 
Secretary upon any premises where it is held for purposes of, o_r dur­
ing or after distribution in, commerce or otherwise subject to this Act, 
and there is reason to believe that any such article is adulterated or 
misbranded and is capable of use as human food, or that it has not been 
inspected, in violation of the provisions of this Act or of any other 
Federal law or the laws of any State or Territory, or the District of 
Columbia, or that it has been or is intended to be, distributed in vio:Ja­
tion of any such provisions, it may be detaine~ by su~h representat~ve 
for a period not to exceed twenty days, pendmg actiOn under sectiOn 
20 of this Act or notification of any Federal, State, or other govern­
mental authorities having jurisdiction over such article or :poul.tr~, 
and shall not be moved by any person, from the place at whiCh It IS 
located when so detained, until released by such representative. All 
official marks may be required by such representative to be removed 
from such article or poultry before it is rele!lsed unless it appe~r~ to 
the satisfaction of the Secretary that the article or poultry Is eligible 
to retain such marks. 

SEc. 20. (a) Any poultry product, or any dead, dying, disabled, _or 
diseased pou~try, that ~s being transp<?rted in c~mmerce or otherwise 
subject to this Act, or Is held for salem the Umted States after such 
transportation, and that ( 1) is or has been processed, sold, transported, 
or otherwise distributed or offered or received for distribution in vio­
lation of this Act, or (2) is capable of use as human food and is 
adulterated or misbranded, or (3) in any other way is in violation of 
this Act, shall be liable to be proceeded against and seized and con­
demned, at any time, on a libel of information in any United States 
district court or other proper court as· provided in section 21 of this 
Act within the jurisdiction of which the article or poultry is found. 
If the article or poultry is condemned it shall, after entry of the de­
cree, be disposed of by destruction or sale as the court may direct and 
the proceeds, if sold, less the court costs and fees, and storage and 
other proper expenses, shall be paid into the Treasury of the United 
States, but the article of poultry shall not be sold contrary to the pro­
visions of this Act, or the laws of the jurisdiction in which it is sold: 
Provided; That upon the execution and delivery of a good and suffi­
cient bond conditioned that the article or poultry shall not be sold or 
otherwise ·disposed of contrary to the provisions of this Act, or the 
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laws of the jurisdiction in which di~posal is made, the court may di~ect 
that such article or poultry ~e delivered to t?.e owner thereof subJe?t 
to such supervision by authonzed !epresentatlyes of the Secretary as IS 
necessary to insure compliance with the apph~able laws. When a.d~­
cree of condemnation is entered against the article Or poultry and It IS 
released under bond, or destroyed, court costs _and fees, and s~orage 
and other proper expenses shall be a~varded aga111st the person, If ~ny, 
intervening as claimant of the article or poultry. The proceed111gs 
in such libel cases shall conform, as nearly as may be, to t~e proc~ed­
ino-s in admiralty, except that either party may demand tn~l by JUry 
otany issue of fact joined in any case, a!ld all such proceed111gs shall 
be at the suit of and in the name of the Umted States. 

(b) The provisions of this section shall in no way derogate .f~om 
authority for condemnation or seizure conferred by other provisions 
of this Act, or other laws. . . · 

SEc. 21. The United States district courts, the District Court of 
Guam, the District Court of the Virgin Islands, the highest C<?urt. of 
American. Samoa, and the United States courts of the other terntones, 
are vested with jurisdiction specifically to enfo:ce1 a~d ~o p_revent and 
restrian violations of, this Act, and shall have JUnsdiCt~on I~ all ot?er 
kinds of cases arising under this Act, except as provided 111 sectiOn 
8 (d) or 18 of this Act. All proceedings for _the enforcement or to. re­
strain violations of this Act shall be by and 111 the name of the Umted 
States. Subpenas for witnesses who are req~ired to attend a_co~rt c;>f 
the United States, in any district, may run 111to any other distnct 111 
any such proceeding. . 

SEc. 22. For the efficient administration and enforcement of this 
Act, the provisions (including penalties) of sections 6, 8, 9, and 10 of 
the Federal Trade Commission Act, as amended (38 Stat. 721-723, as 
amended; 15 U.S.C. 46, 48, 49, and 50) (except p~ragraphs (c) 
through (h) of section 6 and the last paragraph ~f se_ctwn 9), and the 
provisions of subsection 409(1) of the Commumcatwns Act of 1934 
(48 Stat. 1096, as amended; 47 U.S.C. 409(1)), are m~de api?li~able 
to the jurisdiction, powers, and duties of the Secretary 111 admmist~r­
ing and enforcing the provisions of this Act and to any person with 
respect to whom such authority_ is exercised. The Secretar;v, in. person 
or by such agents as he may destgnate, may prosecute any l!!qmry nec­
essary to his duties under this Act in any part of the United States, 
and the powers conferred by said sections 9 and 10 of the Fed~ral 
Trade Commissidn Act as amended on the district courts of the Umted 
States may be exercised for the purposes of this Act by any court 
designated in section 21 of this Act. 

SEc. 23. Requirements within the scope of this Act ~ith respect. to 
premises, facilities and operations of any official estabhsh~ent, whiCh 
are in addition to, or different than those made. under this Act may 
not be imposed by any State or Territory or the District .of Columbia, 
except that any such jurisdiction may impose recordkeepmg and oth~r 
requirements within the scope of paragraph (b) of section 1~ of this 
Act, if consistent therewith, with respect to any such establishment. 
Marking, labeling, packaging, or ingredient requirements ( o:storage 
or handling. requirements f. ound by the ~cretary to u~duly l!i~erfere 
with the free flow of poultry products m commerce) m addttlon to, 
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or different than, those made under this Act may not be imposed by 
any State or Territory or the District of Columbia with respect to 
articles prepared at any official establishment in accordance with the 

· requirements under this Act, but any State or Territory or the District 
of Columbia may, consistent with the requirements under this Act, 
exercise concurrent jurisdiction with the Secretary over articles re­
quired to be inspected under this Act, for the purpose of distribution 
for human food purposes of any such articles which are adulterated or 
misbranded and are outside of such an establishment, or, in the case 
of imported articles which are not at such an establishment, after 
their entry into the United States. This Act shall not preclude any 
State or Territory or the District of Columbia from making require­
ment or taking other action, consistent with this Act, with respect to 
any other matters regulated under this Act. 

SEc. 24. (a) Poultry and poultry products shall be exempt :from the 
provisions of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to the extent 
of the application or extension thereto of the provisions of this Act, 
except. that the provisions of this Act shall not derogate from any 
au~honty confererd by the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act 
pnor to enactment of the Wholesome Poultry Products Act. 

(b) The detainer authority conferred by section 19 of this Act shall 
apply to any authorized representative of the Secretary o:f Health, 
Education, and ·welfare for purposes o:f the enforcement of the Fed­
eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act with respect to any poultry car­
cass, or part or product thereof, that is outside any official establish­
ment, and for such purposes the first reference to the Secretary in 
section 19 shall be deemed to refer to the Secretary of Health, Educa­
tion, and \V elf are. 

COST OF INSPECTION 

~Ec. 25. The cost of inspection r~ndered under the requirements of 
tins ~ct, shall b~ borne by the Umted States, except that the cost of 
on~r~n?e and hol.Iday work performed in establishments subject to the 
provisiOns o:f this Act at such rates as the Secretary may determine 
~hall.be borne by such establishments. Sums received by the Secretary 
m reimbursement :for sums paid out by him :for such premium pay 
work shall be available without fiscal year limitation to carry out the 
purposes o:f this section. 

APPROPRIATIONS 

SEc. 26. There is hereby authorized to be appropriated such sums as 
are necessary to carry out the provisions o:f this Act. 

REPORTS TO CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES 

SEc. 27. The Secretary shall annually report to the Committee on 
Agriculture of the House of Representatives and the Committee on 
Agriculture and Forestry of the Senate with respect to the slaughter 
of poultry subject to this Act, and the preparation, storage, handling, 
and distribution of poultry parts, poultry products, and inspection of 
establishments operated in connection therewith, including the oper­
ations under and the effectiveness of this Act. 
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SEPARABILITY OF PROVISIONS 

SEc. 28. If any provision of this Act or the application thereof to 
any person or circumstances is held invalid, the validity of the re­
mainder of the Act and of the application of such provision to other 
persons and circumstances shall not be affected thereby. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

SEC. 29. This Act (Act of August 28, 1957) shall take effect upon 
enactment, except that no person shall be subject to the provisions of 
this Act prior to January 1, 1959, unless such person after January 1, 
1958, applies for and receives inspection for poultry or poultry prod­
ucts in accordance with the provisions of this Act and pursuant to 
regulations promulgated by the Secretary hereunder, in any estab­
lishment processing poultry or poultry products in commerce or in a 
designated major consuming area. Any person who voluntarily applies 
for and receives such inspection after January 1, 1958, shall be subject, 
on and after the date he commences to receive such inspection, to all 
of the provisions and penalties provided for in this Act with respect 
to all poultry or poultry products handled in the establishment for 
which such said application for inspection is made. 

0 
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.RintQtfonrth <tongrtss or tht tinittd ~tatts of amtrica 
AT THE SECOND SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the nineteenth day of January, 
one thousand nine hundred and seventy-six 

an act 
To provide for the mandatory inspection of domesticated rabbits slaughtered 

for human food, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That, except as 
provided in sectiOn 2 of this Act, all the penalties, terms, and other 
provisions in the Poultry Products Inspection Act (71 Stat. 441; 
21 U.S.C. 451-470) are hereby made applicable (1) to domesticated 
rabbits, the carcasses of such rabbits, and parts and products thereof, 
and to the establishments in which domesticated rabbits are slaugh­
tered or in which the carcasses, or parts or products thereof, are 
processed, (2) to all persons who slaughter domesticated rabbits or 
prepare or handle the carcasses of such rabbits or parts or products 
thereof, and ( 3) to all other persons who perform any act relating 
to domesticated rabbits or the carcasses of such rabbits or parts or­
products thereof, and who would be subject to such provisions if such 
acts related to poultry or the carcasses of poultry, or parts or products 
thereof; and such provisions shall apply in the same manner and to 
the same extent as such provisions apply with respect to poultry and 
the carcasses of poultry, and parts and products thereof, and to per­
sons who perform acts relating to poultry, the carcasses of poultry, 
or parts or products thereof. 

SEc. 2. (a) The provisions in paragraph (a) (2) of section 15, sec­
tion 24 (a), and section 29 of the Poultry Products Inspection Act 
shall not apply with respect to domesticated rabbits or the carcasses 
of such rabbits, or parts or products therebf. The two-year period 
specified in paragraph (c) (1) of section 5 of such Act and the periods 
contemplated by paragraph (c) ( 4) of such section shall commence 
upon the date of enactment hereof, with respect to domesticated 
rabbits and the carcasses of such rabbits, and parts and products 
thereof; and in applying the volume provisions in paragraphs (c) (3) 
and (c) ( 4) of section 15 of such Act, the volume restrictions applicable 
to turkeys shall apply to domesticated rabbits. 

(b) For purposes of this Act---
(1) wherever the term "poultry" is used in the Poultry Prod­

ucts Inspection Act, such term shall be deemed to refer to domes­
ticated rabbits; 

(2) wherever the term "poultry product" is used in the Poultry 
Products Inspection Act, such term shall be deemed to refer to 
domesticated rabbit products; and 

( 3) the reference to "domesticated bird" in section 4 (e) of 
the Poultry Products Inspection Act shall be deemed to refer 
to domesticated rabbit. 

( 4) the reference to ','feathers" in section 9 (a) ( 4) shall be 
deemed to be "pelt". 

SEc. 3. This Act shall become effective upon enactment, except that 
no person shall be subject to the provisions of this Act prior to Janu­
ary 1, 1977, unless such person after enactment of this Act applies 
for and receives inspection for the processing for commerce (as defined 
in the Poultry Products Inspection Act) of domesticated mbbits or 
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the ca.rcaBSeS of such rabbits, or parts or products thereof, in accord­
ance with the provisions of this Act and pursuant to regulations 
promulgated by the Secretary of Agriculture under this Act. Any 
person who voluntarily applies for and receives such inspection after 
enactment hereof shall be subject, on and after the date he commences 
to receive such inspection, to all of the provisions (including penalties) 
of the Poultry Products Inspection Act as applied hereby in relation 
to domesticated rabbits, the carcasses of such rabbits, and parts and 
products thereof. 

SEo. 4. The provisions hereof shall not in any way affect the appli­
cation of the Poultry Products Inspection Act in relation to poultry, 
poultry carcasses, and parts and products thereof. 

Speaker of the HoWJe of Representatives. 

Vice President of the United States and 
President of the Senate. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

MEMORANDUM OF DISAPPROVAL 

I have withheld my approval from H.R. 10073, "An Act to 
provide for the mandatory inspection of domesticated rabbits 
slaughtered for human food, and for other purposes." 

This bill would make applicable to domesticated rabbits, 
with minor exceptions, the provisions of the Poultry Products 
Inspec·tion Act. It would require the Secretary of Agriculture 
to implement a mandatory inspection program for all domesticated 
rabbit meat sold in commerce, with certain exemptions related 
to type and volume of operations. 

It should be noted that the Food and Drug Administration 
now inspects rabbit meat to ensure that it complies with Federal 
pure food laws. Thus, there is no health protection reason for 
requiring-mandatory Agriculture Department inspection of rabbit 
meat. 

The effect of this Act would be to substitute a mandatory 
taxpayer-financed Agriculture Department inspection program for 
a voluntary one that is now provided under another law and paid 
for by the processors and consumers of rabbit meat. Since the 
voluntary program already provides a means for certifying whole­
someness to those consumers who demand such protection for this 
specialty food and are willing to pay for .the protection, I do 
not believe that a mandatory program is wise public policy. 

In addition, it is estimated that the cost to the taxpayer 
of government inspection provided by this Act could be more 
than ten cents per pound. 

The limited benefit to be derived by a relative few con­
sumers of rabbit meat cannot be justified in terms of the cost 
to the taxpayer. I am therefore not approving H.R. 10073. 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 
October 17, 1976. 

.. 

GERALD R. FORD 

# # # # # # 


