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MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 4, 1976 

THE PRESIDENT 

ACTION 

Last Day: October 9 

JIM CANNON~~ 
H.R. 10793 - Relief of Afat Yassine 
and her children,Najla Yassine, 
Walid Yassine, Mona Yassine, and 
Maher Yassine 

Attached for your consideration is H.R. 10793, sponsored 
by Representative Seiberling. 

The enrolled bill would restore eligibility for 
preferential immigrant status to the widow and children 
of an alien eligible for an immigrant visa as the brother 
of a United States citizen. 

Additional information is provided in OMB's enrolled bill 
report at Tab A. 

OMB, Max Friedersdorf, Counsel's Office (Kilberg) and I 
recommend approval of the enrolled bill. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign H.R. 10793 at Tab B. 

Digitized from Box 60 of the White House Records Office Legislation Case Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

OCT 1 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Enrolled Bill H.R. 10793 - Relief of Afat 
Yassine and her children, Najla Yassine, 
Walid Yassine, Mona Yassine, and Maher 
Yassine · 

Sponsor - Rep. Seiberling (D) Ohio 

Last Day for Action 

October 9, 1976 - Saturday 

Purpose 

To restore eligibility for preferential immigrant status 
to the widow and children of an alien eligible for an 
immigrant visa as the brother of a United States citizen. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Immigration and Naturalization 
Service 

Department of State 

Discussion 

Approval 

Approval 

No objection 

The beneficiaries, a mother and her four children, 
ages 41, 22, 21, 16, and 12, respectively, are natives 
and citizens of Lebanon. Mrs. Yassine's hu~band, who 
was killed in Lebanon in October 1975, was the benefici
ary of a fifth preference visa petition filed in his 
behalf by his brother, Dr. Zouhair Yassine, a naturalized 
u.s. citizen residing in Akron, Ohio. However, Mr. Yassine 
was killed before he and his family could apply for 
immigrant visas. 

Mrs. Yassine has no skills and is unemployed. Najla and 
Walid Yassine were college students in Beirut; however, 
their education has, presumably, been interrupted by 't;i.!i, ¥ .. 4' 

civil war there. Mona and Maher Yassine are attendi~' "E 
''•.. "~/ 

"-.... ..,.. ... ~ . ..,...,~<"'~-,-· 



- _s ,. ... 

high school in Lebanon. Dr. Yassine, who is unmarried 
and practicing medicine in Ohio, has provided the sole 
financial support for the family since his brother's 
death. 

H.R. 10793 would restore eligibility to Mrs. Yassine 
and her family for an immigrant visa based upon the late 
Mr. Yassine being a brother of Dr. Zouhair Yassine. The 
bill would also declare that Najla and Walid Yassine are 
eligible for immigrant visas as the dependent children 
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of Mrs. Yassine,.because their ages, 22 and 21, respectively, 
would ordinarily bar such derivative eligibility. 

~ ;z;·- ... ...,., .c:::;r/OAAf 
sistant Director forJ' 
Leg1slat1ve Reference 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

IMMIGRATION AND N,._TURAL~ZA TION SERVICE 

Washington 25, D.C. 

OI'P'ICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 2 7 SEP 1976 
AI<D l'tEFEA 1'0 l'HIB FILII: NO. 

A21 103 817 
A21 103 820 
A18 741 042 
A21 103 816 
A21 103 818 

TO OFFICE_OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Private Bill No. H.R. 10793 .. ; Office of Management 

CO Form 18 

(REV. 1-17-72) 

and Budget request dated September 24, 1976. 

Beneficiary: or Beneficiaries Afaf Yassine and her children, Naj1a 
Yassine, Wa1id Yassine, Mona Yasslne~ an(CMaher-"Yassine.---

Pursuant to your request for the views of thf' Depnrtment of Justice on 
the subject bill, a review has been madP of the fac.-;imilt- rJf the hill, there
lating Congressional Committee report ar reports, and all pertinent information 
in the files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service 

On the basis of this review the Immigration and Naturalization Service, · 
on behalf of the Department of Justice: 

~ Recommends approval of the bill 

D Interposes no objection to approval of the bill 

Sincerely, 

L £ ·--0 ~ ..__... gz ~ 
Commissioner 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washlnaton, D.C. 20520 

.. SEP ~8 1976 

Dear Mr. Lynn: 

Reference is made to Mr. Frey's communication of 
September 24, 1976, transmitting for comment enrolled 
bills, H.R. 10434, "For the relief of Doctor Carlos 
Montenegro Gorbi tz ,· his wife, Maria Elena Olguin de 
Gorbitz, and their son, Carlos Gorbitz .Olguin", 
H.R. 10793, "For the relief of Afaf Kanafani Yassine, 
Najla Yassine, Walid Yassine, Mona Yassine and Maher 
Yassine", and H.R. 11890, "For the relief of Bernard 
Julian Phillips". 

This Department has no objection to the enactment 
of these bills. 

The Honorable 
James T. Lynn, 

Director, 

Sincerely yours, 

Kempton B. Jenkins 
Acting Assistant Secretary 
for Congressional Relations 

Office of Management 
and Budget.· 



THE WHl-.TE HOUSE 

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASHINGTON LOG NO.: 

Date: Bctpber 2 Time: 4 3 Opm 

RSC/S~ 
FOR ACTION: Max Fr iedel:sdorf ,...,._..,.cc (for information): 

Bobbie Kilberg~ 
Dick ParsOfts ;-tC.., 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

Jack Marsh 
Jim Connor 
Ed Schmults 

DUE: Date: OCtober 4 Time: llOOam 

SUBJECT: 

H.R. 10793-relief of Afat Yassine et al 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

-- For Necessary Action __ For Your Rec::ommenda.tioN 

--- Prepare Agenda and Brief --Draft Reply 
X 

-- For Your Comments __ Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 
please return to judy johnston,ground floor west wing 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you have any questions or if you anticipate a. 
dela.y in submitting the required material, pl_. 
telephone the Staff Secretary immediately. 

K. R. COLE, JR. 
For the President 



ACTION MEMORANDUM 
WASIIINOTON LOG NO.: 

D t • October 2 a e. 

FOR ACTION: 
NSC/S 
MliJe rr iedersdorf 
Bobbie Kilberg 
Dick Parsons 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: October 4 

SUBJECT: 

Time: 430pm 

Jack Marsh 
cc (for information): Jim Connor 

Ed Schmults 

Time: llOOam 

H.R. 10793-relief of Afat Yassine et al 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

-- For Necessary Action 

-- Prepare Agenda and Brie£ 
X 

-- For Your Comments 

REMARKS: 

--For Your Recommendations 

--Draft Reply 

__ Draft Remarks 

please return to judy johnston,ground floor west wing 

10/~ 
f\lo o 4 jt c.~~.·.,. 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

I£ you have any questions or i£ you anticipate a . 
delay in submitting the roquirod material, please 
telephone the Staff Secretary immediately. 

J~e:s ll. C~on 
7or the Pre~tae~~ 



ACTION MEMORANDUM 
WASUJNOTON LOG NO.: 

D t • October 2 a e. Time: 430pm 

'OR ACTION: 
NSC/S · 
Max Fr iedersdorf .Jtt cc (for information): 
Bobbie Kilberg ·p. 
Dick Parsons 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

Jack Marsh 
Jim Connor 
Ed Schmults 

DUE: Date: October 4 Time: llOOam 

SUBJECT: 

H.R. 10793-relief of Afat Yassine et al 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

-- For Necessary Action 

-- Prepare Agenda and Brie£ 
X 

--For Your Comments 

REMARKS: 

__ For Your Recommendations 

__ Draft Reply 

_Draft Remarks 

please return to judy johnston,ground floor west wing 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

I£ you have any questions or if you anticipate a 
delay in submitting tho required material, please 
telephone the Staff Secretary immediately. 



DUM WASIIINOTON LOG NO.: 

Date: 

FOR 
NSC/S 
Max Friedersdorf 
Bobbie Kilberg 
Dick Parsons 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: October 4 

SUBJECT: 

Time: 430pm 

Jack Marsh 
cc (for information): Jim Connor 

Ed Schmults 

Time: llOOam 

H.R. 10793-relief of Afat Yassine et al 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

-- For Necessary Action 

-- Prepare Agenda and Brie£ 
X 

--For Your Comments 

--For Your Recommendations 

__ Draft Reply 

--Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: {) ~ ---: -,{/) '("-(? r PfJf;:/ 
please f£t~ri to judy J&hnston,ground floor west wing 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you havo any questions or if you antiCipate a 
delay in submitting the required material, please 
telephone tho Staff Secretary immediately. 

J~e.s Jl. C81VJon 
'l'or the Pre:uae~ 



MEMORANDUM 5541 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

October 4, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: JAMES M. CANNON 

FROM: Jeanne W. Davis ~ 

SUBJECT: H. R. 10793 

The NSC Staff concurs in the proposed enrolled bill H. R. 10793 -
Relief of Afat Yassine and her children, Naj1a Yassine, Walid 
Yassine, Mona Yassine, and Maher Yassine. 



94TH CONGRESS } HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES { REPORT 
2d Session No. 94-921 

MRS. AF AF KAN AF ANI YASSINE, N AJLA Y AS SINE, 
WALID YASSINE, MONA YASSINE, AND MAHER YAS

SINE 

:\lARCH 17, 1976.-Committed to the Committee of the Whole House and 
ordered to be printed 

Mr .. EILBERG, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
[To accompany H.R. 10793] 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill 
( H.R. 10793), for the relief of Mrs. Afaf Kanafani Y assine, N ajla 
Yassine, 1Valid Yassine, Mona Yassine, and Maher Yassine, having 
considered the same, report favorably thereon without amendment 
and recommend that the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 

The purpose of this bill is to establish fifth preference priority regis
tration dates under the foreign state limitation for Lebanon, in the 
cases of Mrs. Afaf Kanafani Yassine, Najla Yassine, Walid Yassine, 
Mona Y assine, and Maher Y assine as of June 6, 197 4. The Committee 
discussed the amendment suggested in the report of the Department of 
State, and is ofthe opinion that it is unnecessary since the ~anguage of 
the bill establishes fifth preference status for each of the named bene
ficiaries of the bill, and does not restore their original derivath:e status. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

The beneficiaries of this bill are a 40-year-old widow and her sons 
and daughters, ages 21, 20, 15, and 11, all natives and citizens of 
Lebanon••'Theyi were all derivative beneficiaries of a fifth preference 
petition filed.by the United States citizen brother of their late husband 
and father. The family was preparing to immigrate to the United 
States when the principal beneficiary· of the petition was killed by 
sniper fire while in his home in Lebanon. His brother, a citizen; of the 
United States, has assumed· full financial responsibility for the· bene-
ficiaries of this· bill. · · · ·. 

Certain pertinent facts in this case are contained in a letter ·dated 
January. 26; 1976 from the Commissioner of Immigration and Natural-

57.-()6.7 . 
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ization to the Chairman o:f the Committee on the Judiciary. That letter 
and accompanying memorandum read as :follows: 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JusTICE, 
Il\nnaRATIOK AKD NATURALIZATIO~ SEnncE, 

OFFICE oF THE CoMl\HSSIONEn, 
Washington, D.O., January 136,1976. 

lion. PETER "r; Romxo, Jr., 
Ohainrwn, (}ommittee on the JudiciaPy, Ilmtse of RepPescnt(lti·ves, 

W a.shington, D.O. . 
DEAR Mn. CnAIRl\IAX : In response t~ your request. :for a repor~ rela

tive to the bill ( H.R. 1 079_3) :for t~1e rehe:f o:f Mrs .. A :fa£ Kana:fam ~as
sine, Najla Yassine, 'Vahd Yassme, Mon~ Yassm~, and Ma~~r Yas
sine, there is attached a memorandum of m:formatlon concernmg the 
beneficiaries. . . . . 

The bill would provide the benefi~Iarl~S a pnonty date o:f J ~me ~' 
1974 under the fifth preference classification :for the Issuance o:f Immi-
grant visf),S to natives of Lebanon. . . . 

Absent enactment o:f the bill, the beneficianes~ natives o:f Leba~on, 
would be chargeable to the nonpre:fer~nc~ porb~n o:f the m~meriC.al 
limitation :for immigrants :from countnes m the Eastern Hemispheie. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure. 

L. F. CHAPMAN, Jr., 
Corrvmis8ioner. 

:;ur:::UORANDUJ\1 OF INFORMATION FROl\f Il\Il\fiGRATION AND 
NATUR.\LIZATION Sl<;RVICE FILES RE H.R. 10793 

Information concerning this case was ob;tained from ~r. 
Zouhair Yassine, the interested party, who IS the broth~r-~n
law of l\frs. A:fa:f Kana:fani Yassine, one o:f the benefic1anes 
o:f the bill. . . L b 

Mrs. Afa:f Kana:fani Yassine, a nativ~ and Clbze~ o! e. -
anon, was born on July 1,1935. She is widowed and reside~ m 
Lebanon with her children. Her paren.ts are ~e~ea~d. ::She 
has three adult brothers and one adult Sister res~dmg m Le~
anon. Mrs. Y assine, who attended grade and high school m 
Lebanon. has no ski11s and is not employed. Her husba~d, 
Farouk Y assine was the beneficiary o:f a fifth preference v1sa 
peti~ion filed in his behalf by his brother:, Zouhai~, wh~ch w~s 
approved on ,July 23, 1974. Farouk ~ assme. was killed m Leb
anon in October 1975 before he and his :family could apply for 
immio-rant visas. The children, N ajla, 'Valid, Mona, and 
~ialm~ were born in Beirut on March 8, 1954, April 10, 1955, 
"Tune 26 .1960, and June 23, 1964, respectively. Najla Yassine 
attended wrade and middle school in Lebanon and completed 
ltigh seh~l in Ohio. She completed one year of colle~ in 
Ohio and is presently attending college in Beirut. Walid Y as-.: 
sine completed grade and high s?hool in Leba!lon, one year 
of college in Ohio, and was takmg a premed1ca.l course at 
American University in Beirut prior to the closmg of that 
institute. Mona and Maher Y assine are attending high school 
in Lebanon. Definite information about the assets of the Yas~ 
sine f1Ullily is not available since the estate is still in litigation. 

H.R. !J2l 
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The interested party, Zouhair Ynssine, a native o:f Lel>jtn.On 
and a naturalized citizen of the United States, was brinf (>n. 
May 8, 1928. I-Ie is married and residesin Akron, Ohi.O. }VitJ1 
his wife and daughter. He received a medical degTee m,195f 
in Lebanon.and is self-employed as an orthopedic surgeon in· 
Akron earning $100,000 annually, His assets consist ()f:a $1;)0,-
000 equity in a home, eavings accounts and mutual f,up.<ls 
amounting to $50,000, and personal property valued at ,$65,~ 
000. He has no other relatives. · · 

A report :from the Department o:f State dated February 11,.1976 
reads as :follows: 

DEPARTltENT OF STAT~,. 
lV ashington, D.C., February 11,1976. 

Ron. PETER W. RoDINo, Jr., 
Ob.airman, Oon11mittee on the Judiciary, House of Representatives, 

TV ashington, D.O. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: In reference to your request :for a report 

concerning the cases o:f Mrs. Afa:f Y assine, N ajla Y assine, W alid 
Y assine, Mona Yassine and Maher Y assine, beneficiaries .. of H.R. 
10793, 94th Congress, there is enclosed a memorandum o:f informa
tion concerning the beneficiaries. This memorandum has been .sub
mitted by the American Embassy at Beirut in whose consular juris
diction the beneficiaries reside. 

The bill would grant the beneficiaries a priority date as of J nne 6, 
1974 and entitle them to fifth preference foreign state limitation :for 
Lebanon. 

In view o:f the :fact that N ajla Y assine is over the age o:f 21 years and 
Walid will soon be 21 years of age, the Committee may wish to amend 
the bill to permit them to accompany their mother under the p:t:ovi
sions of section 203 (a) ( 9). 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure. 

RoBERT J. McCLOSxgy, 
Assistant Secretary for 0 ongressional Relations. 

SUBMITI'ED BY THE AMERICAN EMBASSY AT BEIRUT, Li!BANO}f 

MEMORANDUM OF INFORMATION CONCERNING H.R. 10793, FOR THE RELIEF 
OF MRS. AFAF KANAFANI YASSINE, NAJLA YASSINE, WALID YASSINE, l\fONA 
YAS8INE, AND MAHER YASSINE . 

Mrs. Afaf Y assine, nee Kanafani was born on J tily 1, 1935 :tt B~:Jirut, 
Lebanon. She is a widow and presently residing at Beirut with ·her 
four children. Mrs. Yassine has two daughters, N ajla Y assine, born 
March ~0, 1954 and Mona Yassine, born June 20, 1960 and two ~ons, 
Wa.lid Yassine, born AprilS, 1955, and Maher Yassine, born June 23, 
1964..The children are all single· and were·born in: Lebanon.··. '· 

Najla Yassine is presently a student. She attended high.·school in 
Akron, Ohio from 1968 until 1971 and subsequently returned to 
Lebanon for further studies. From September 1973 to Jan nary 197 4 
she attended the University of Akron, Ohio and most recently• has 
been enrolled at the Beimt University College in Beirut, ,Leba.non. 
Mona Y assine is a high school student in Beirut. W alid Y aasi~ at
tended the American University of Beirut from 1972 until1974 and 

H.R. 921 
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since .1974' _has been employed by Middle East· Airlines as a pilot. 
Maher X assine is a grade school student in Beirut. · .· 

Mr8, Yassine's late husband2 Mr. Farouk Yassine, died in Beirut in 
Octobe~1975. At the time of his death Mr. Yassine was the beneficiary 
of a fifthpreference petition filed by his United States citizen brother. 
However, because of his death Mr. Yassine's wife and children were 
automatjcally deprived of their derivative status as fifth preference 
immigrants. 

The beneficiaries are chargeable to the foreign state limitation for 
Lebanon.· 

The Embassy's investi~ation has revealed no derogatory information 
concerning the beneficiaries. 

. . . MARCI-l 5, 1976. 

STATEMENT OF CoNGRESSMAN .JOHN F. SEIBERLING IN- SuPPORT· OF 
H.R. 1{)793, A BILL FOR THE RELIEF OF MRS. AFAF YASSINE, NAJLA 
YAssrNE, \VALID YAssrNE, MoNA YASSINE, AND ~fAHER YAsSINE 
I appreciate. this opportunity to comment on behalf of H.R. 10793, 

a bill to permit Mrs. Afaf Y assine and her fonr children to· immigrate 
to the United States. 

Mrs. Y assine, her husband, and four children were previously eli
gible to immigrate to this country after a fifth preference visa.petition 
was filed on their behalf by Dr. Zouhair Yassine, a. U.S. citizen and 
resident of Akron, Ohio. Before they obtained their immigrant visas~ 
Mrs. Y assine's husband, Farouk, (the brother of Dr. Yassine), ·was 
tragically shot and killed by a sniper in Beirut, Lebanon, while sitting 
in the kitchen of his home. Upon his death, Mrs. Yassine and herfour 
children lost their fifth preference eligibility to immigrate to the U.S. 
Mr~. Yassine and her family have not abandoned their stron-gdesii'e 

to come and live in this country and to join her late husband's family. 
Dr. Yassine has advised me that he is the sole moral and -financial 
supporter of his late brother's family. · · · . 

Since there is no administrative process through which the Y assines 
could become eligible :for immigrant visas, I introduced legislation to 
restore their eligibility and priority date. I am pleased that the .Judi
ciary Committee has recommended the enactment of H.R. 10793. I 
believe· this legislation merits the approval Of the House of 
Repres(lntatives. 

BUDGETARY INFORMATION 

This legislation does not provide new budget authority and no esti
mate or comparison has been received :from the Director of the Con-
gressiona1}3udget Office~ · · ·· 

OVERSIGHT· tiTATEMENT l f.·.· 

The Committee exercises general oversight jurisdiction with re~pect 
to all immigration and .nationality matters but no. sp~ific ove-rsight is 
contemplated in this instance. _ 

COMMITTEE RECO}IMENDAT!O:r., 

Upon consideration of all the facts in thi-s case, the Coin:mittee ·is 
of the opinion that ~.R. 10793 should be ena~ted and accor<lingly 
recomiflendsthat the bill do pass. · ·- · · - < :: :~. 

~ . . " '. . 

0 
H.R. 921 



Calendar No.I 052 
94TH CONGRESS } 

13d Session 
SENATE { REPORT 

No. 94-1118 

AF AF YASSINE AND HER CHILDREN, NAJLA YASSINE, 
W ALID YASS'INE, MONA YASSINE, AND MAHER YASSINE 

AUGUST 4, 1976.-0rdered to be printed 

Mr. EASTLAND, from the Comm1ttee on the J udioiary, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
[To accom{)llny H.R. 10793] 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H.R. 10193), for the relief of Mrs. Afaf Kanafani Yassine, Najla 
Y assine, W alid Y assine, Mona Yassine, and Maher . Y assine, having 
considere. d the same, reports favorably thereon with amendments and 
recommends tha.t the bill as amended do pass. 

AMENDMENTS 

1. Strike all after the enacting clause and insert in lieu thereof the 
following: 

That, for the purpo$es of the l.tnmi¥ration and NatlonaUty Act, notwithstand. 
ing the death of Farouk Yassine on Octooer27, 1975, in Beirut, Lebanon, the beue
ficiary of a petition filed on behalf of hbnself .and his tamily by his brother, 
Zouhair 0. Y8.8Sine, a citizen of the Unitted Sta!tes, and ~pproved on June 6, 
1974, Afat Yasslne, the~pouse of Fa.rouk Yassine, and their children, Najla Yas
sine, Walid Yassine, Mona Yassine, and Maher Yassine ilha:ll if otberwise eligible 
be entitled to fifth preference status under section 203(a) (9) of such Act as of 
June 6, 1974. . . 

SEc. 2. For the purposes of this bill, Najla Yassine and Walid Yassine shall be 
consid~red under twenty-one years of age. 

2. Amend the title of the bill to read : 

57-,.007' 
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·A bill for the relief of Afaf Yassine and her children, Najla Yassine, Walid 
Yassine, Mona Yassine, and Maher Yassine. 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 

The purpose of the bill, as a.mended, is to r.estore fift~ prefere.nce 
status in behalf of Afaf Y assme and her children, N aJla Yassme, 
WaJid Yassine, Mona Yassine, and Maher Yassine. The purpose of 
the amendments is to clarify the language of the bill and to preserve 
the eligibility,of_Najla _a~d.Walid Yassine for fifth preference status 
since. they will be oyer twenty-one years o_f age when theyapply fqr 
immigrant visas.· • · · ' · · · · · · 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 

The beneficiaries of the bill are natives· and citizens of Lebanoni a 
mother and her four children ·ages 41, 22, 21, 16, an~ 12, ~pective y. 
Mrs. Yassine is a widow; her husband, who was killed m Lebanon, 
was the beneficiary of a fift~ .i>reterence vi~a petitio!l filed on his 
behalf by .his brother, a U.S. Citizen. Mr. Yassme was killed before he 
and his family.could apply for immigrant visas. 

A letter, with atta.ched .. memorandUIJ1; dated January 26, 1976 .to 
the Chairman of the House Judiciary Committee from the Comm~s
sioner of Immigration and: Natm;alization with reference to the bill 
reads as follows: · · 

u.s. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
IMMIGRATION . AND N.A'ioRALIZATrON SERVICE, 

OFFICE OF THE CoMMISSIONER, 
. Wa8hingto~, D.O., JalflliMlry 1J6, 1976. 

Hon~ PETER,W. Roi>INo, Jr.,· ·. · · · ·· · · . . , · . · . 
Ohairriwln, Ooinmittee on the JudiciOII"!J, H01.1;Be ()f Representative_s, 

W t18hmgton, D;O. · . . . . . ·. . · . . . . . . . ... . . 
DEAR MR. CnAmMAN: In response to your request for a report rela~ 

tive to the bill (H.R. 10793) for the relief of Mrs. Afaf Kanafani Yas
sine, N ajla. Yassine, Walid Yassine, Mon~ Y assin~, and Mah~r Y as
sine, there IS. att~ched a TQemorandum of Information concepung the 
beneficiaries. · · · 

The bill would provide the benefi?i,ariE}S a priorityd-ate of .J?ne ~' 
1974 under the fifth preference classification for the :tssuance of Immi~ 
grant visas to natives .of Le~non. . . . . . . · 

Absent enactment of the hill, the benefiCiaries: natives of Lebanon, 
would be chargeable to the non preference portiOn of the numerical 
limitation for· immigrants from countries in the· Eastern Hemisphere. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure. 

L. F. CHAPMAN, Jr., 
OO'Irllmissioner. 

MEMORANDUM OF INFORMATION FROM IMMIGRATION AND 
NATURALIZATION SERVICE FILES RE H.R. 10793 

Information concerning this case was obtained from Mr. 
Zouhair Yassine, the interested party, who is the brother-in-

S.R. 1118 

3 

law of Mrs. Afaf Kanafani Yassine, one of the beneficiaries 
of the bill. 

Mrs. Afaf Kanafani Y assine, a nativ:e and citizen o! Le):>
anon was born on July 1, 1935. She is widowed and resides m 
Lebanon with her children. Her parents are deceased. She 
has three adult brothers and one adult sister residing in Leb
anon. Mrs. Yassine, who attended grade and high school in 
Lebanon, has no skills and is not employed. Her husband, 
Farouk Y.assine, was the beneficiary of a fifth preference visa 
petition filed in his behalf by his brothe:r_:, Zouhai:r;, wh~ch was 
approved on July 23, 1974. Farouk Y assme was killed m Leb
anon in October 1975 before he and his family could apply for 
immigrant visas. The children, N ajla, Walid, Mona, and 
Maher were born in Beirut on March 8, 1954, April 10, 1955, 
June 26, 1960, and June 23, 1964, respectively. Najla Yassine 
attended grade and middle school in Lebanon and completed 
high school in Ohio. She completed one year of college in 
Ohio and is presently attending college in Beirut. Walid Yas
sine completed grade and high school in Lebanon, one year 
of college in Ohio, and was taking a premedical course at 
American University in Beirut prior to the closing of that 
institute. Mona and Maher Y assine are attending high school 
in Lebanon. Definite information about the assets of the Yas
sine family is not available since the estate is still in litigation. 

The interested party, Zouhair Yassine, a native of Lebanon 
and a naturalized citizen of the United States, was born on 
May 8, 1928. He is married and resides in Akron, Ohio with 
his wife and daughter. He received a medical degree in 1951 
in Lebanon and is self-employed as an orthopedic surgeon in 
Akron earnning $100,000 annually. His assets consist of a 
$50,000 equity in a home, savings accounts and mutual funds 
amounting to $50,000, and personal property valued at $65,-
000. He has no other relatives. 

A report from the Department of State dated February 11, 1976 
reads as follows : 

Hon. PETER "\V. RomNo, 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
W a8hington, D.O., February 11,1976. 

On airman, Oomrmittee on the Judiciary, House of Representatives, 
W a._~hington, D.O. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: In reference to your request for a report 
concerning the cases of Mrs. Afaf Yassine, N ajla Y assine, Walid 
Y assine, Mona Y assine and Maher Y assine, beneficiaries of H.R. 
10793, 94th Congress, there is enclosed a memorandum of informa
tion concerning the beneficiaries. This memorandum has been sub
mitted by the American Embassy at Beirut in whose consular juris
diction the beneficiaries reside. 

The bill would gmnt the beneficiaries a pri?rity date !1-S .of ."[nne 6, 
1974 and entitle them to fifth preference foreign state hmitatwn for 
Lebanon. 
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In view <>f the fact that N ajla Yassine is over the age of 21 years and 
Walid will soon be 21 years of age, the Committee may wish to amend 
the bill to permit them to accompanytheir mother under the provi
sions of section 203(a) (9). 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure. 

RoBERT J. McCLOSKEY, 
Assi$tamt Secretary 

for Congressional Relati(Yf/,$. 

SUBMITTED BY THE AMERICAN EMBASSY AT BEIRUT, LEBANON 

MEMORANDUM OF INFORli!ATION CONCERNING H.R. 10793, FOR 
THE RELIEF OF MRS. AFAF KANAFANJ YASSINE, NAJLA YAS
SINE, WALID YASSJNE, MONA YASSINE, AND MAHEliil YASSINE 

Mrs. Afaf Yassine, nee Kanafani was born on July 1, 1935 
at Beirut, Lebanon. She is a widow and presently residing at 
Beirut with her four children. Mrs. Yassine has two daugh
ters, Najla Yassine, born March 10, 1954 and Mona Yassine, 
born June 20, 1960 and two sons, Walid Yassine, born April 
8, 1955, and Maher Y assine, born ,June 23, 1964. The children 
are all single and were born in Lebanon. 

N ajla Y assine is presently a student. She attended high 
schoo'l in Akron, Ohw from 1968 w1til 1971 and subsequently 
returned to Lebanon for further studies. From September 
1973 to January 1974 she attended the University of Akron, 
Ohio and most recently has been enrolled at the Beirut Uni
versity College in Beirut, Lebanon. Mona Y assine is a high 
school student in Beirut. Walid Yassine attended the Ameri
can University of Beirut from 1972 until1974 and since 1974 
has been employed by Middle East Airlines as a pilot. Maher 
Y assine is a grade school student in Beirut. 

Mrs. Yassine's late husband, Mr. Farouk Yassine, died in 
Beirut in October 1975. At the time of his death Mr. Yassine 
was the beneficiary of a fifth preference petition filed by his 
United States citizen brother. However, because of his death 
Mr. Yassine's wife and children were automatically deprived 
of their derivative status as fifth preference immigrants. 

The beneficiaries are chargeable to the foreign state limita
tion for Lebanon. 

The Embassy's investigation has revealed no derogatory 
information concerning the beneficiaries. 

Congressman John F. Seiberling submitted the following statement 
in support of his legislation: 

MARCH 5, 1976. 
STATEMENT OF CoNGRESSMAN JoHN F. SEIBERLING IN SuPPORT 

oF H.R. 10793, A BILL FOR THE RELIEF oF MRS. AFAF YAs
SINE, NAJLA YAssiNE, WALID YAsSINE, MoNA YAssiNE, AND 

MAHER Y ASSINE 

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on behalf of 
H.R. 10793, a bill to permit Mrs. Afaf Yassine and her four 
children to immigrate to the United States. 
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Mrs. Yassine, her husband, and four children were previ
ously eligible to immigrate to this country after a fifth pref
erence visa petition was filed on their behalf by Dr. Zouhair 
Y assine, a U.S. citizen and resident of Akron, Ohio. Before 
they obtained their immigrant visas, Mrs. Yassine's husband, 
Farouk, (the brother of Dr. Yassine), was tragically shot 
and killed by a sniper in Beirut, Lebanon, while sitting in the 
kitchen of his home. Upon his death, Mrs. Yassine and her 
four children lost their fifth preference eligibility to immi
grate to the U.S. 

Mrs. Yassine and her family have not abandoned their 
strong desire to come and live in this country and to join her 
late husband's family. Dr. Yassine has advised me that he is 
the sole moral and financial supporter o£ his late brother's 
family. 

Since there is no administrative process through which the 
Yassines could become eligible for immigrant visas, I intro
duced legislation to restore their eligibility and priority date. 
I am pleased that the Judiciary Committee has recommended 
the enactment of H.R. 10793. I believe this legislation merits 
the approval of the House of Representatives. 

Senator John Glenn has introduced a similar bill, S. 3320, for the 
relief of the same beneficiaries. The following information has been 
received in support of that bill: 

OnTIIOPAEDIC SuRGEONs, INc., 
Akron, Ohio, June 10, 1976. 

Hon. Senator JAMJ<:s 0. EASTLA::-m, 
Chairman of the Subcommittee on Immigration, U.S. Senate, Capitol 

Hill, lVashington, D.C. 
DJ<;An SEX A TOR EASTLAND: The purpose of this letter is to bring to 

your attention the urgency of the problem concerning the private bill 
the Honorable Senator John Glenn introduced (which has been sub
mitted to your Committee for approval) in reference to the family of 
my late brother, Farouk Y assine. 

Let me briefly summarize the problem. 
A few years ago, I petitioned the Immigration Service to allow. my 

brother and his family to immigrate from Lebanon to the Umted 
States. 

The petition was allowed and forwarded to the American Embassy 
in Beirut, Lebanon. 

Before the formalities were completed he was killed by a sniper in 
his home, in Beirut, in October 1975, during the civil strife. 

As a result of the death of my "direct blood" relative the originally 
approved petition lost its validity. 

The Congressman of ~y district, Hono_rable ;r ohn Seiber.ling, was 
kind enouO'h to introduce m the House, a private bill to authonze grant
ina' of my

0

late brother's family the right to immigrate to the United 
St~tes, as I became the sole moral and financial.supl?ort of this family. 

The Bill was passed by the House .. Mr. Seiberlmg. asked. S~nator 
Glenn for his support. Senator Glenn mtroduced a pnvate hill m the 
Senate for the same purpose. 

S.R. 1118 



6 

This Bill is presently in your Subcommittee waiting approval. 
The situation in Lebanon, as you well know, is worsening by the 

day. My brother's family has lost the house in which they were living. 
They have moved into another apartment, which again was shelled 
on several occasions. They are living a life of nightmares, sleeping in 
the basement every night, hardly fuiding food, water, and clothing. 

All the investigation has been completed by the Immigration Office 
and by the Amen can Embassy in· Beirut, and all that is needed now is 
the approval of your Subcommittee before the Bill gets formal ap
proval by the Senate. 

In view of the grave urgency of the situation in Lebanon, I would 
implore you to give this matter your immediate attention to help the 
tragic life of this family. 

I would deeply appreciate your efforts and I would like to assure 
you of my sincere gratitude. 

Very truly yours, 
ZoUHAIR y ASSINE, M.D. 

Inasmuch as the instant bill is being reported favorably, the bill 
S. 3320 will be indefinitely postponed. 

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill, H.R. 10793, as amended, should be enacted. 

0 
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H. R. 10793 

.RintQtfourth Q:ongrtss of tht tinittd ~tatts of 2lmtrica 
AT THE SECOND SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the nineteenth day of January, 
one thousand nine hundred and seventy-six 

S!n S!ct 
For the relief of Afaf Yassine and her children, Najla Yassine, Walid Yassine, 

Mona Yassine, and Maher Yassine. 

Be it eruu:ted by the Senate and House of Repesentatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That, for the pur
poses of the Immigration and Nationality Act, notwithstanding the 
death of Farouk Yassine on October 27, 1975, in Beirut, Lebanon, the 
beneficiary of a petition filed on behalf of himself and his family by his 
brother, Zouhair C. Yassine, a citizen of the United States, and 
approved on June 6, 197 4, Afaf Y assine, the spouse of Farouk Y assine, 
and their children, N ajla Yassine, Walid Yassine, Mona Yassine, and 
Maher Y assine shall if otherwise eligible be entitled to fifth preference 
status under section 203(a) (9) of such Act as of June 6, 1974. 

SEC. 2. For the purposes of this Act, N ajla Y assine and Walid Yas
sine shall be considered under twenty-one years of age. 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Vice President of the United States and 
President of the Senate. 




