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TO THE SBNA'l'E OP THE UNI'l'ED STA'i"BS t 

I return without my appi'OYal, s. 522, 1:1w Indian 

Real tb Care Iaprow.u 1nt Aat. 

I return tbia bill to COD9J:'... reluotantl:r beoaue 

I support any r .. ponelble effort• that will 

reault in baprovlft9 the beelth of our flnt Allerloana. 

The and Related Aqenolea Appceprlatlona Act, 

1977, • which I appro'N4 jut lMt Jllly, lnol uded $4 2 5 

lllllioD for Indian health proqr-. !hie amounta to 

ape41nq by the Indian Health Senoloe alone of $771 

for every Ift4J.an and Alaakan llat.l ve, or $3,0 84 tor a 

faJiily of four, and an lncnue in faac!ln9 lrNla of 

230• jut alaae 1970. 

a atz'OnCJ ooaaitment. to the health n•&J of Indiana and 

AluJtan ltat:lvea. No other of aoclet.y 

noetvae oa.parable Pederal ruouroas for health. 

At the same tS..., I auat oppoae anneoeaaary and 

undealrable l._alation. s. 522 la GbjeotiOM.ble beoauae 

1 t would aut!borlze 20 new cat:ecJOriaal health 

progr- at ftmdln9 lewla wblcb can oftl.y rat .. unreallatic 

axpectatlona. The adlalniatrat:lon of tnc!lan health 

pZ"'g'r- -- wbich curnntly benefit from flexible and 

4l•oretiODa2Y autborltlaa -- woul4 be made ooulderably 

more coapllcated by s. 522. 

ltlbat.antlal liiPZow••ata have been -de over t:he 

put yean ln t:he atat• of Indian health. Draraauo 

n4actlone have been •de under current. auehori tiea in 

•ucb areu aa Indian adult and tnfut aDrt:allt:y rat-, 

u well aa 1D the 1no14ence of tQberculoaia, lnflwmsa 

and pne-..onla, gaatrltia and relate4 dl....... 'l'bere la 
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no demonatrable eridenoe that a vae~ lafuion of fUDda, 

•uch u JWO~e4 by s. 5 2, would acbieft better or futer 

reaul ta than are be1D9 aehle..S UDder orderly proc:Jram 

~. 

Indian health procJr- bave reaelwd, od will 

oonUaue to noel ve, -.ple fUftCUDCJ under exlnia9 proqru 

au~riaattona. I am confidant that the prlo~lty 9i.an 

to tbie ana in the put will oonUn• without s. 522. 

'l'BB WIII'l'E ROUSE, 

' 





TO THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES: 

I return without my approval, s. 522, the Indian 

Health Care Improvement Act. 

I return this bill to Congress reluctantly because 

I strongly support any responsible efforts that will 

result in improving the health of our first Americans. 

The "Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 

1977," which I approved just last July, included $425 

million for Indian health programs. This amounts to 

spending by the Indian Health Service alone of $771 

for every Indian and Alaskan Native, or $3,084 for a 

family of four, and an increase in funding levels of 

230% just since 1970. I believe this growth reflects 

a strong commitment to the health needs of Indians and 

Alaskan Natives. No other segment of American society 

receives comparable Federal resources for health. 

At the same time, I must oppose unnecessary and 

undesirable legislation. S. 522 is objectionable because 

it would unnecessarily authorize 20 new categorical health 

programs at funding levels which can only raise unrealistic 

expectations. The administration of Indian health 

programs -- which currently benefit from flexible and 

discretionary authorities -- would be made considerably 

more complicated by S. 522. 

Substantial improvements have been made over the 

past few years in the status of Indian health. Dramatic 

reductions have been made under current authorities in 

such areas as Indian adult and infant mortality rates, 

as well as in the incidence of tuberculosis, influenza 

and pneumonia, gastritis and related diseases. There is 
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no demonstrable evidence that a vast infusion of funds, 

such as proposed by S. 522, would achieve better or faster 

results than are being achieved under orderly program 

growth. 

Indian health programs have received, and will 

continue to receive, ample funding under existing program 

authorizations. I am confident that the priority given 

to this area in the past will continue without s. 522. 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 
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