
The original documents are located in Box 53, folder “8/14/76 HR5500 Relief of Rafael 
Strochlitz Wurzel” of the White House Records Office: Legislation Case Files at the Gerald 

R. Ford Presidential Library. 
 

Copyright Notice 
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald R. Ford donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  
 
Exact duplicates within this folder were not digitized. 



THE WHITE HOUSE ACTION 

WASHINGTON Last Day: August 21 
August 13, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

JIM CANNOa-~ 

H.R. 1507 - Relief 
H.R. 2411 - Relief 
H.R. 2502 - Relief 
H.R. 6392 - Relief 
H.R. 7908 - Relief 

~ H.R. 5500 - Relief 
H.R. 5648 - Relief 
H.R. 3372 - Relief 
H.R. 2940 - Relief 
H.R. 2495 - Relief 
H.R. 2118 - Relief 
H.R. 7882 Relief 

of Marisa Marzano 
of Alinor Anvari Adams 
of Peter Olav Mesikepp 
of Koviljka C. Clendenen 
of Edward Drag 
of Rafael Strochlitz Wurzel 
of Violetta Cebreros 
of Tze Tsun Li 
of Maria Sylvia Macias Elliott 
of Malgorzata Kuzniarek Czapowski 
of Cheryl v. Camacho 
of Miss Leonor Young 

Attached for your consideration are twelve enrolled bills 
all with the common purpose of granting immediate relative 
status to aliens who have been or are in the process of 
being adopted by United States citizens. All of the beneficiaries 
are over the age of 14, and do not qualify for exception to 
the immigration waiting list. 

Additional information is provided in OMB's enrolled bill 
report at Tab A. 

OMB, NSC, Max Friedersdorf, Counsel's Office (Lazarus) and I 
recommend approval of the enrolled bill. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the enrolled bills at Tabs B through M. 

Digitized from Box 53 of the White House Records Office Legislation Case Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



AUG 12 1976 

MEMOR NDU FO TH'C' ~ :s -

Subject: Enrollel Bills 
(1) H. R. 1507 - Relief of Harisa arz o 

Sponsor - ep. Dani lson 'D) C liforn a 
(2) H R. 2411 - Relief o:t Aline "1uari Adams 

Spon or - Re ' Si k lD) Cal1f rnia 
(3) H.R. 25 - Reli.ef of .t:'eter 0 v Me"" 'kepp 

Sponsor - ~p. s! k (D) Cali rnia 
(4) H.R. 6392 - Relief of Kovilj a C. Clendenen 

Sponsor - Rep. Blouin (D) Iowa 
(5) H.R. 7908 - Relief of Edward Drag 

Sponsor - Rep. Conable (R) New York 
--->~(6) H.R. 5500 - Relief of Rafael Strochlitz Wurzel 

Spo1sor- Rep. Dodd (D) Connecticut 
(7) H.R. 5648 - Relief of Violetta Cebreros 

Sponsor - Rep. Burgener {R) California 
(8) H.R. 3372 - Relief of Tze Tsun Li 

Sponsor - Rep. Burke (D) California 
(9) H.R. 2940 - Relief of Maria Sylvia Macias Elliott 

Sponsor - Rep. Burgener (R) California 
(10) H.R. 2495 - Relief of Miss Malgorzata Kuzniarek 

Czapowski 
Sponsor - Rep. Burke (D) Massachusetts 

(11) H.R. 2118 - Relief of Cheryl V. Camacho 
Sponsor - Rep. Talcott (R) California 

(12) H.R. 7882 - Relief of Miss Leonor Young 
Sponsor - Rep. Meyner (D) New Jersey 

Last Day for Action 

August 21, 1976 - Saturday 

Purpose 

To grant immediate relative status to aliens who have been or 
are in the process of being adopted by United States citizens. 
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The INA provides an exception to the immigration waiting list 
for children adopted by U.S. citizens who are 14 years of age 
or younger. Because the beneficiaries of thes~ bills are over 
14, they do not qualify for this exemption Accordingly, absent 
enactment of these b~lls, those beneficiaries now living out­
side the U.S. would have to remai~ on the regular immigration 
waiting list (with consequent uncertainty as to when ~hey would 
be admitted); those beneficiaries now in the u.s. would have to 
leave and begin the process of returning to the U.S. under the 
regular immigration procedures. 

... ·· 
•II 

Enclosures 

~-rn.J~ 
/ssistant Directof for 
Legislative Reference 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

IMMIGRATION AND NA1"URAL~ZA TION SERVICE 

Washington 25, D.C. 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 11 AUG 197G 
A20 744 426 

TO OFFICE _OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Private Bill No . .H...R- 5500 • Office of Management 
and Budget request dated August 9, 1976. 

CO Fonn 18 

(REV. 1-17-72) 

Beneficiary or Beneficiaries 

Pursuant to your request for the views of the Depnrtment of Justice on 
the subject bill, a review has been made of the fac;-;imih- of the hill, there­
lating Congressional Committee report rlr reports. and all pertinent information 
in the files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service 

On the basis of this review the Immigration and Naturalization Service, 
on behalf of the Department of Justice: 

fJ Recommends approval of the bil I 

0 Interposes no objection to approval of the hill 

Sincerely. 



.. 
'JI 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

' I Washln~ton, D .C. 20520 

AUG 111976 

Dear Mr. Lynn: 

Reference is made to Mr. Frey's communication of 
August _9, 1976, transmitting for comment enrolled 
bills, JI. R. 5500, "For the· relief of Rafael Strochlitz 
Wurzel", H.R. 5648, "For the relief of Violetta 
Cebreros", and H.R. 6093, "For the relief of Maria 
D'Arpino". 

This Department has no objection to the enact­
ment of these bills. 

.. 
The Honorable 

Sincerely yours, 

· /, ..... 

I «empton B. Jenkins 
Acting Assistant Secretary 
for Congressional Relations 

James T. Lynn, Director, 
Office of Management 

and Bu~get. 
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MEMO )U FOR TT PRESI ·N 

s, j ct: Enrolled B'll 

• •II 

(1) H.R. 1 07-

(2) 

{3) 

(4) 

{5) 

/{6) 

{7) 

(8) 
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{10) 

{11) 

{12) 

Spon or - p. u ie 1 { · ) C i ~ 1ia 
H.R. 2411- Rel of Alin r i Ad 
Sponso...:- - ... ~i ' {D) C 1 ~ .£ rni 
H.R. 2 02 lief o ..... ,ete Ole ·sikepp 
Spo1 or - p. Si k {D) Calif_rn1a 
H.R 639:l - Reli t of Kovilj, C. Clendenen 
Sponso p Blouin {D) Io 
H. R. 790 - Relie of Edtr D· g 
Sponsor - Rep. Con ble {R) N w York 
H.R. 5500- Relief of Rafael Strochl'~z Wurzel 
Sponsor - Rep. Dodd (D) Connecticut 
H.R. 56 8 - Rel~ef of Viol ~ta Cebreros 
Sponsor - Rep. Burgener {R) California 
H.R. 3372 - Relief of Tze Tsun Li 
Sponsor - Rep. Burke (D) California 
H.R. 2940 - Relief of Maria Sylvia Macias Elliott 
Sponsor - Rep. Burgener {R) California 
H.R. 2495 - Relief of Miss Malgorzata Kuzniarek 

Czapowski 
Sponsor - Rep. Burke (D) Massachusetts 
H.R. 2118 - Relief of Cheryl V. Camacho 
Sponsor - Rep. Talcott (R) California 
H.R. 7882 - Relief of Miss Leonor Young 
Sponsor - Rep. Meyner {D) New Jersey 

Last Day for Action 

August 21, 1976 - Saturday 

Purpose 

To grant immediate relative status to aliens who have been or 
are in the process of being adopted by United States citizens. 
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The INA provides an exception to the immigration waiting Jist 
for children adopted by u.s. ci ' ze wto are 1 y~ars of age 
or younger. Because t e beneficiariA of these bill are over 
14, they do not qualify for this e mption Acco aingly, absent 
enactment of these bills, those bere~ici~ries· now living out­
side the u.s. would have to remain on the regular immigration 
waiting list (with con equent u certaint} as to when they vould 
be admitted); those beneficiaries now in the u.s. would have to 
leave and begin the process of returning to the U.S. under the 
regular immigration procedures. 

Enclosures 

(Signed) James M. Frey 

Assistant Director for 
Legislative Reference 



Calendar No. 1036 
94TH CoNGRESS } 

2dSession 
SENATE { 

RAFAEL STROCHLITZ WURZEL 

AUGUST 4, 1976.-0rdered to be pl"lnlted 

REPORT 
94-1102 

Mr. EA91'l:.AND1 :from the Commi«:oo on the Judicia.ry, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
[To accompany H.R. 5500] 

The Committee on the Judici&ry, to which was referred the bill 
(H.R. 5500) for the relief of Rafael Strochlitz Wurzel, having con­
sidered the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and 
recommends that the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 

The purpose of the bill is to f&cilitate the admission into the United 
States of the adopted son of citizens of the United States. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 

The beneficiary is a 24-year-old native of Bolivia who entered the 
United States as a student in 1967. In 1966 his natural parents were 
killed in an accident and the beneficiary and his brother were brought 
to the United States to reside with their aunt and uncle, citizens of 
the United States. The brother has since married a U.S. citizen and is 
a pennanent resident of this country. The beneficiary was adopted in 
Connecticut on March 12, 1973. He presently is residmg in Spam tem­
porarily where he is attending medical school. Adoptive parents have 
stated that the adoption was not formalized until the beneficiary was 
21 years of age because such action would have interfered with his in­
heritance rights in Argentina. 

A letter, with attached memoranrum, dated September 10, 1974, to 
the chainnan of the Committee on the Judiciary, House of Represent&-

li7--007 
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tives, from the Commissioner of Immigration and Naturalization with 
reference to H.R. 12272, a similar bill for the relief of the same alien 
introduced in the 93d Congress, reads as follows : 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE, 

. W OJJhington, D.O., September 10, 197 .!,.. Hon. PETER W. Roomo, Jr.; · 
Chairman, OO'ITI/Jnittee on the Judicia""!/, Hquse of Bep'!'esentativeJJ, 

W aahington, D.O. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: In response to your request for a report rela­

tive to the bill (H.R. 12272) for the relief of Rafael Strochlitz Wurzel, 
there is attached a memorandum of information concerning the beneficiary. 

The bill would grant the beneficiary permanent residence in the 
United States as of the date of its enactmeht, upon payment of the 
required visa fee. It would also di~ct that a visa number deduction be made. 

The beneficiary, a native· of Bolivia, is cha_!'geable to the numerical 
limitation for immigrants from the Western Hemisphere. He is statu­
torily ineligibl~ to adjust his status in th$ United States and would 
be required to apply for a visa outside of this country. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure. 
L. F. "CHAPMAN, Jr., 

O~ias~r. 

MEMORANDUM OF INFORMATION FROM IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION 
SERVICE FILES RE H.R. 1~272 

The benefiCiary~ Rafael Strochlitz Wurzel, is a native and citizen of 
Bolivia, who was t>orn on June 4, 1951. His parents, who were natives 
and citizens of Polandt were residents of Bohvia when they were killed 
in an automobile accia.ent in 1966 .. His uncle and aunt Mr. and Mrs. 
Sigmund Strochlitz, who are citizens of the United States, assisted 
the benefici!lory and his brother in coming to this country as students 
in 1967. Jaime Wurzel, brother of the beneficiary, is married to a citi­
zen of the United States and has been a lawful permanent resident 
since June 18, 1974. The beneficiary was adopted by Mr. and Mrs. 
Strochlitz in 1973 when he was 21 years of age. He graduated from 
Brandeis University, Waltham, Mass., in May 1974 with the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts in History. He was employed between February and 
May 197 4 as a part-time teacher receiving a salary of $10 per hour. He 
has $5,000 in savings and is single. 

The beneficiary h88 had 10 prior admissions to the United States. 
He e!ltered f~r a brief period ootween 1966 arid 1967 and, aftarwards; 
on mne occasiOns until 1973 as a student. He was last admitted to the 
United States on August 13, 1974, as a visitor for a temporary period 
until September 3,1974. . · · 
. The beneficiary has indicated his intention to leave the United States 
m Septeml_>er 197~ to enter a medical school in Madrid, Spain. Should 
t.h~ ool!eficiary·fall to depart as planned; deportation proceedings will be Instituted. 

S.R. 1102 
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be 9 197 4 to the chairman of tJhe Committee on 
.A. letter dated Octo r ' tives from the Commissioner of 

the Judic~ary, House of RelizpJesen!ith n:ference to the case reads as Immigrat10n and Natura a on 
follows: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JusTICE, 
I TION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE, 

MMIGRA WOJJhington, D.O., October 9, 1971,. • 

Hon. PETER W. ~DINo, J r.,he Ju<licia-NJ H O'U8e of Bepresemtative1, Ohai~ 00'1'111111.U-ttee on t · .,, 

D.!as~:ce:~~: This refers to H.R. 12272 in behalf of Rafael 

Strodhlitz W~rzel; M s· d Strochlitz has advised this 
The beneficiary s a'l!-llt, rs. Igmhom the Uni~d States on Sap-

office that the bene~clary detpa~nding the University of Madrid m tember 2, 1974, and IS presen: ly a 
Spain. 

Sincerely, L F. CHAPMAN, Jr., 
· Oommissione1'. 

Ch . her J Dodd the author of the bill has sub-
Congressman . n~ r' in c~nnection with the case: 

mi.f:d :a!-ri~~:bJi~db~\h~n beneficiary's adoptive parents reads 
as follows: 

AFFIDAVIT 

We, Sigmund Strochlitz and Rose Strodhlitz, being duly 

swfT~:~::~do£i;£:~/~~hlitz :Wu~el were ~illh~du! 
denly in a tragic acc~dent .m Argentma m 196!ith eRafael's 

extremtsel~n~o=r ~=hrftii i!%e%:~/~~t to ~rgentinda 
paren '· ·. . urrence Mr Strochhtz staye 
at the tim~ offthis traiS!:~..]occof five (5) w'eeks to adjust the in Argentina or a penuu d hi broth 
affairs of the family f!-nd b~ughttoRaf'!'dl a~ th o~r famili 
Jaime, back to the Umted. States resl e WI 

in our _household. f 1 nd his brother, Jaime, have ~en 
~· Smce 1~6, Ri a~rt of our family. A real and genmne 

~~~~ a:Sj~i~~= ol parents and child ha~ developed and 
a~sts and we consider both Rafael and J anne as our own eXI , 

so~.Both Rafael and his brother, Jaime, attended andd~u-
d fr schools in New London. Conn. After gf!\ ua lon {;~m 1o:i schools, .r aime attended Brandies Univ~rsd1ty w~~re 

he aduated with honol'S. He su~uently II_larrie a na Ive oo% American ¢rl and is now studymg for his PNh. DLo. degred e 
b" U · "t Rafael graduated from ew n on 

at Co~~~n~a en~~l~~I i~· Sprina-field Colleg~. H~ transferred 
f~~~ Springfield College to Brandeis Vmversity '!h~re ~e 
will graduate in December. He has applied for admission o 

~.R. 1102 
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me~ical school and intends to attend the medical school in the 
Umted States. 

4. In January of 1973, shortly after Rafael attained the age 
of 21,. we sought legal advic~ co.ncerning the procedure for 
a.doption. Legal ac~10n was ~Ituted for adoption at that 
time, and the adoption of Rafael was approved by decree of 
the New L?ndon Probate Court dated March 12, 1973. 

5 •. No action was taken for us for adqption in Cw1necti<;ut 
earlier tha!l1973, because such action would have prejudiced 
Rafae~'s rights to his inheritance in Argenti:Qa. He was the 
~nefiCiary o~ an estate from his deceased- parents and his 
rights to receive oomplate vesting of this inheritan~e would 
have been J?.laced in jeopardy if an adoption were to have 
occurred prior to his reaching the age of 21 years. 

6. Because of our close relationship with the boys' deceased 
parents. and the vel'J; c~ose relationship which we have devel­
oped .wi~h the boJ:s, It Is only natural that we want Rafael to 
remam In th~ Umted States and to continue as a member of 
o~r family c~rcle. Rafael has no ties whatsoever at this time 
w~th Argenti~a or Bolivia. His only family relationship is 
WI~h our f~mdy, and he has no other home other than ours. 
It Is essential that he be granted permanent residence in the 
United States at this time. -

Dated at New LoridM, Conl'l:, this 29th day of November 
1973 ' 

StoMuNo STRocHLrrz, 
RosE STRocHr..rrz, 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 29th day of N ovem­ber, 1973. 

CASPER F. SAGJmiTAN'O., 
Notary; Ptd:Jlic. 

STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF RAFAEL STRoCHLITZ WURTZEL 

Raf~el. Shrochlitz Wurtzel, 24 years of a~e is a native and citizen 
of ~~hVIa, whose own parents were killed In an accident in 1966 in 
B_ohVIa. Rafael was adopted by Mr. and Mrs. Sigmund Strochlitz 
hi~ uncle and au~t who ~re citize~ ?f the United States. His brother: 
Jaime :Wurtzel. IS married to a citizen of the United States. Aside 
!rom his adoptive parents and his brother, he has no other relatives 
In !he 'Yorld. Rafael has entered the United States for temporary 
periods In. the ~ast, ~s well ~s attending college in the United States 
at Bra~dros ~mversity. He IS pr~ntly in his second year of medical schoolm Spun. 
. Under the, presen.t immigration law, the chances of Rafael Stroch­

htz Wurtzel s securmg p~rman!!nt resident status are slight given the 
bac!dog of Western Hemisphere immigrants awaiting entrance to the 
Umted.Stat;es, a~d the lack of a preference system for Western Hemi­
sphere Immigration. Under the preference system which exists for the 
Eastern Hemisphe~, Rafael would probably fit within the first pref­
erence !or unmarned sons and daughters of natural-born citizens of the Umted States. 

S.R. 1102 
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The reasons behind granting permanent resident ~tatus U> Rafa:el 
are fow- in num~r: 1. The po~ipility. that !Us natJ.Ye co1:1ntry w.ll~ 
revoke his citizertship, since lie has no ~ntenhol!- of re~u~mg there , 
2. In the past, Ra.fael has encountered difficulty m obtai~ng entrance 
to the United States when he was unable to secure a VISa from our 
embassy in SJ?ai'tr. 1.l> ~ecure h~s -visa, it 'Yas necessary for persona~ 
congressional rntervent10n on his behalf with the ~tate Depa.rtme.nt , 
3. His stay in the United Staws when he does ente~ Is always tentatiye, 
and there is alway$ the problem of how long h~ Will. be able to re~ai~; 
4. It is consistenf with the intent of the Imimg~atiOn subcommitt~ s 
work on tb.e Western ¥ewisphere preference bill ~hat the Strochlitz 
privat~ bill be passed, srnce under a preference system, he would pl'Ob-
ably be eligible in the first pref~nce: . . . . . 

The general policy behind our ImmigratiOn legislatiOn IS to reumte 
families. In the instant case, Rafael is an orphan 'Yho has been 11;dop~ed 
by his relatives in the United States; they are his closest family ties, 
and in the interest of justice, he should be allowed to enter as a perma­
nent resident, to join his family. 

CoNGRESS oF THE UNITED STATES, 
HousE oF REPRESENTATIVEs, 

W aJJhington, D.O., Februa;ry 93.~., 19'76. 
Hon. JAMES 0. EASTLAND, • . . J. _ 

Ohairm<JITI, SUhcowm.:ittee on lmmigratwn and Natural?.Zatwn, of tu,fJ 
senwJe Oowm.:ittee on the Judiciary, Dirkse;n. Buildilng, W aJJhing­
ton, D.O. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: On February 3 the House passed H.R. 5500, a 
private immigration bill which I introduced to grant Rafael Stroch­
litz Wurtzel permanent resident status. I am ~ritin~ in the ~ope. th~t 
your subcommittee will give its careful consideratiOn to this b1ll I~ 
the near future ·and to tell you a little about the background of th1s 

case. . f B I' . h Rafael Strochlitz Wurtzel is a 24 year old native o o Ivia w o, 
following the death of both his parents in a 1966 aut<? crash, came to 
live in the U.S. with his aunt and uncle, Mr. and Mrs. Sigmund Stroch­
litz of New London, Connecticut, whom I have known for a number 
of years. . · ed 

The Strochlitzes later adopted Rafael, who aside from a .maru. 
brother has no other relatives in the entire world. He considers his 
home t~ be with his adoptive falll;ilY in New Lon~on where he has 
resided since 1967, except for the time he has been m school. 

Mr. and Mrs. Strochlitz have paid for Rafael's undergy;aduate edu­
cation at Brandeis University from which. he grad}lated I~ 1974, ~nd 
his current education at a medical school m Madnd, Spam. Commg 
home from Spain, Rafael has encountered. qifficulty on s.everal oc~a­
sions obtaining admission to the U.S., reqmnng personal mtervention 
on his behalf with the State Department by former Congressman 
Robert Steele of Connecticut. 

Unfortunately Rafael's chances of recei-ving permanent resident 
status are slight' under existing immigration laws ~ven the backlog 
of Western Hemisphere immiQ"iants awaitine- admission t~ the U.S. He 
also faces the possibility that his native country of Bohva may for-

R.R. 1102 
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mally revoke his citizenship, since he has no in~ntion of returning 
there to live. · 

Rafael, his adoptive parents and I remain hopeful that H.R. 5500 
can be acted on favorably in the near future in order that he no longer 
be restrained from joining his family here in the U.S. whenever he 
desire<J. If you have any questions about this case, please don't hesitate 
to phone or write me. 

Sincerely, 
CHRISTOPHER J. Donn, 

Member of Oongresa. 

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (H.R. 5500) should be enacted. 

0 

S.R. 1102 



H. R. 5500 

JlintQtfourth (iongrtss of th£ ilnittd ~tatts of 9muica 
AT THE SECOND SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the nineteenth day of January, 
one thousand nine hundred and seventy-six 

For the relief of Rafael Strochlitz Wurzel. 

Be it e'!UlCted by the Se'lUI,te and H uuse of Repre8entative8 of the 
United State8 of America iJn 00'Ttfl1'eSS assemUed, That, in the admin­
istration of the Immigration and Nationality Act, Rafael Strochlitz 
Wurzel may be classified as a child within the meaning of section 
101 (b) ( 1) (F) of the Act, upon approval of a petition filed in his 
behalf by Mr. and Mrs. Sigmund Strochlitz, citizens of the United 
States, pursuant to section 204 of the Act: Provided, That the natural 
parents or brothers or sisters of the beneficiary shall not, by virtue of 
such relationship, be accorded any right, privilege, or status under the 
Immigration and Nationality Act. 

Speaker of the H uuse of Representatwes. 

Vice Pre8ident of the United States and 
President of the Senate. 




