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by tpe Immigration and Naturalization Service at Miami, 
Florida; on May 15, 1973. 

The . Consulate General's investigation re\tealed no additional de
rogatory information concerning tb.e beneficiary. The was 
also found to be in." good health at the time of his medical e:ltarnination 
on February 11 1974. 

Enclosure: Statement from Stipendiary & CirGuit Me.gistrate's 
Office, Freeport, Grand Bahama. 

STirEN.DIARY. AND CrncmT MAGISTRATES OFFicE, 
Fr6q)Qrt, Grand Bahama, August 24,1973. 

THE AMERICAN CoNsuL, 
Nassau, Bahamas. 

The above-named Roderic Stafford, at the age 16 years, appeared 
before the Magistrate's Court, Freeport, Grand Bahama, and was 
charged with Being in Possession of Dangerous Drugs, namely, Indian 
Hemp. Contrary t? 25\5) of chapter 223; He was convicted a_nd 
ordered to Fox Hill Prison for a space of 1 week and there to receive 
6 strokes on entering and 6 strokes 1 week later. 

Yours faithfully, 
KENNETH McALisTER, 

Stipdndiary aiul Circuit M ll{ldstrate. 

STATEMENT OF HON. PAUL G. ROGERS IN SUPPORT OF H.R. '4058, PRIVATE 
LEGISLATION FOR THE RELIEF OF RODERIC P. STAFFORD 

I appreciate this opportunity to address the committee in support 
of my bill, H.R. 4053, private legislation for the relief of Mr. Roderic 
P. Stafford, which I introduced by request on February 27, 1975. I was 
pleased that the House Subcommittee on Immigration Citizenship 
and International Law has favorably reported on this legislation. 

As you know, I introduood this legislation on behalf on my con
stituents, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wing, and their daughter, Mrs. Rod
eric P. Stafford, all U.S. citizens from Coral Springs, Fla. This 
:familY' has contacted me in the hopes of gaining readmittance to the 
United States :for their son-in-law, Roderic Stafford. Presently all 
the administrative channels have been exhausted and the Consul 
General in Toronto, Canada has determined that the Immigration 
and Nationality Act provides n,o relief by waiver in this case. 

Mr. Stafford was born in Canada on November 1, 1952, and is the 
beneficiary of an approved petition according his immediate relative 
status as the spouse of an American citizen. He resides at 31 H elen
dale Avenue #1, Toronto, Ontario, Canada. Mr. Stafford was :found to 
be ineligible to receive an immigrant visa under Section (a) (23) of 
the Immigration and Nationality because of an incident which 
occurred when he was 16 years old. At that time, he was convicted of 
possession of Indian Hemp (marihuana) in Freeport, Grand Bahama. 
This was a first offense and Mr. Stafford was sentenced to serve 1 week 
in a boys industrial schol and given 12lashes. Since that time, he has 
not been convicted of any offense, serious or minor. 

At the present time, Mr. Stafford is 23 years old. He and his wife 
have been required by law to move 2,000 miles away from his family 
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and from his wife's family which has caused. considerable hardship 
upon both his wife and her parents, who have not seen each other :for 
quite some time. 

It is important to note that the Stafford family is an unusually 
close-knit family. While living in south F lorida they were surrounded 
by family and :friends and Mr. Stafford's inability to enter the United 
States has resulted in a great strain on Mrs. Stafford and has caused 
them to delay in starting a :family as they had wanted to. 

This problem is compounded by the economic difficulties which face 
the Staffords. The move to Canada was costly and Mr. Stafford was 
:forced to secure a loan for this purpose. To repay this loan, Mr. Staf
ford had to curtail the number of courses that he could take in comple
tion of his studies in the accounting field. 

Since the time o:f relocation, Mr. Stafford has been studying at night, 
but due to the differences in education systems, he stands to lose ap
proximately 40 percent of the credits he has already earned toward his 
degree. Had he been able to complete his studies in Florida he would 
have already been finished and would have been awarded a B.B.A. in 
May of 1975, at the very latest. Under these circumstances, however, it 
will take in excess of three years at nig-ht school to complete his degree 
requirements and he :feels justified rn remarking that the business 
education is inferior to U.S. standards. 

The move to Canada by the Staffords has also drastically altered the 
employment possibilities available to Mr. Stafford. The Canadian 
economy is a branch-plant economy and though he was offered several 
attractive positions with big companies, he was forced to turn them 
down because all required extensive orientation was across the border 
in the home offices. 

Since his arrest over 7 years ago, Mr. Roderic Stafford has entered 
military school and has completed a highly successful career at Miami 
Dade Junior College. In his words he has stated, "as you already 

I was a minor then, I had the bad judgment to get involved 
with the wrong peof,le and srnce then I have been very careful with 
the friends I choose. ' 

I believe Mr. Stafford has worked hard and has been a credit to 
his family and :friends. I am hopeful that the committee will act on 
this unfortunate situation so that Mr. Roderic Stafford and his wife 
can return to the United States to join their :families once again. 

Thank you once again for this opportunity to speak in behalf of this 
legislation. 

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (H.R. 4053) should be enacted. 
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H. R. 4053 

.RintQ!,fourth Ciongrtss of tht tinittd ~tatcs of 2lmcrica 
AT THE SECOND SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the nineteenth day of January; 
one thousand nine hundred and seventy-six 

For the relief of Roderic Patrick Stafford. 

Be it e'IUlCted by the S enate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in OQ'TI{J'l'ess assemiJled, That, notwithstand
ing the provision of section 212(a)(23) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act, Roderic Patrick Stafford may be issued a visa and 
admitted to the United States for permanent residence if he is found 
to be otherwise admissible under the provisions of that Act: Provided, 
That this exemption shall apply only to a ground for exclusion of 
which the Department of State or the Department of Justice had 
knowledge prior to the enactment of this Act. 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Vice President of the Umted States and 
President of the Senate. 




