
The original documents are located in Box 53, folder “8/14/76 HR2502 Relief of Peter Olav 
Mesikepp” of the White House Records Office: Legislation Case Files at the Gerald R. 

Ford Presidential Library. 
 

Copyright Notice 
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald R. Ford donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  
 
Exact duplicates within this folder were not digitized. 



THE WHITE HOUSE ACTION 

WASHINGTON Last Day: August 21 
August 13, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: JIM CANNOff~ 
H.R. 1507 - Relief of Marisa Marzano SUBJECT: 
H.R. 2411 - Relief of Alinor Anvari Adams 
~.R. 2502 Relief of Peter Olav Mesikepp 

H. R. 6392 - Relief of Koviljka C. Clendenen 
H.R. 7908 - Relief of Edward Drag 
H.R. 5500 - Relief of Rafael Strochlitz Wurzel 
H.R. 5648 - Relief of Violetta Cebreros 
H.R. 3372 - Relief of Tze Tsun Li 
H.R. 2940 - Relief of Maria Sylvia Macias Elliott 
H.R. 2495 - Relief of Malgorzata Kuzniarek Czapowski 
H.R. 2118 - Relief of Cheryl V. Camacho 
H.R. 7882 - Relief of Miss Leonor Young 

Attached for your consideration are twelve enrolled bills 
all with the common purpose of granting immediate relative 
status to aliens who have been or are in the process of 
being adopted by United States citizens. All .of the beneficiaries 
are over the age of 14, and do not qualify for exception to 
the immigration waiting list. · 

Additional information is provided in OMB's enrolled bill 
report at Tab A. 

OMB, NSC, Max Friedersdorf, Counsel's Office (Lazarus) and I 
recommend approval of the enrolled bill~ 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the enrolled bills at Tabs B through M. 

I 

I 
. I 

Digitized from Box 53 of the White House Records Office Legislation Case Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



AUG 12 1976 

ME I 1 , THE P !SID~ T 

Su Enr<lled BilL 
(1) H.R. 150 - R li f of r·~a Mar~ no 

Spon or - R ~p. D i ·lson (D) Cal f a 
(2) H.R 2411- .rte i -~=of Ali o nva_ d . 

Sponsor- Rep. ~; k (D) C l~fo_ ~ 
~(3) H.R. 2502 Rel; of P ~ 0~ ~ .ikepp 

.. 
•JI 

Sponsor - S sk {D) ~ or11ia 
(4) H.R. 6392- R~l -~of Ko iljk C. Cle.denen 

Sponsor - Rep. o ; (D) Io a 
(5) H.R. 7908 - r li f E& Dr g 

Sponsor - Rep. Conable ( ) New YoLk 
( 6) H. R. 5500 - Reli f of ,c + el Strc chli tz \i\Turz~l 

Sponsor Rep. Dodd (D) Connecticut 
(7) H.R. 5648 - Relief of Violetta Cebreros 

Spon or - Rep. Burgener \R) California 
(8) H.R. 3372 - Relief of Tze Tsun Li 

Sponsor - Rep. Bur~e (D) California 
(9) H.R. 2940 - Relief of Maria Sylvia Macias Elliott 

Spon• or·- REp. Burgener (R) California 
(10) H.R. 2495 - Relief of Miss Malgorzata Kuzniarek 

Czapowski 
Sponsor - Rep. Burke (D) Massachusetts 

(11) H.R. 2118 - Relief of Cheryl V. Camacho 
Sponsor - Rep. Talcott (R) California 

(12) H.R. 7882 - Relief of Miss Leonor Young 
Sponsor - Rep. Meyner (D) New Jersey 

Last Day for Action 

August 21, 1976 - Saturday 

Purpose 

To grant immediate relative status to aliens who have been or 
are in the process of being adopted by United States citizens~ 
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The INA provides an exce.c-tion to the inunigration waitinq list 
for children adopted by u.s. citiz ns vho are 14 yea,s of age 
or younger. Because the beneficiar~es of th e bill re over 
14, t .hey do not qualify for thi:::: e mpti on. Accordingly, abs_n t 
enactment of the e bills, those beneficiaries now living out
side the U.S. would haye to remain on the regular immigration 

.waiting list (with consequent uncertr1inty as to when they would 
be admitted); those benr->ficiaries now in the U.S. would have to 
leave and begin the process of returning to the U.S. under the 
regular immigration procedures. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

IMMIGRATION AND N.>\TURAliZATION SERVICE 

Washington 25, D.C. 

Pl. 1! A~~ A.tJORI£!1!1 FI£J.IL Y TO 

AND RS:FER TO THill FILl[ NO. 
OffiCE 01" THI! COMMISSIONER 11 AUG 1976 

AlB 478 493 

TO OFFICE.OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Private Bill No. H .R. 2502 .:..cc.=----
a.nd Budget request dated August 9, 1976. 

Office of Management 

CO Fonn 18 

(REV. 1-17-72) 

Beneficiary or Beneficiaries Peter Olav Mesikepp. 
-------- ·- --· -----· --- ·- -----

Pursuant to your request for thf' views of thf' l)ppnrtment of JusticP on 
the subject bill, a review has been madP of the fac:;imilt· of the hill, there
lating Congressional Committee report r~r reports, and all pertinent information 
in the files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service 

On the basis of this review the Immigration and Naturalization Service, 
on behalf of the Department of Justice: 

GJ Recommends approval of the bill 

D Interposes no objection to approval of the bill 

Sincerely, 
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AUG 1 2 1976 

MEMORANDU 1 FOR ' P :SID ·.t· 

Subject: Enrol d Bills 

.. 
•;I 

(1) H.R. 1507 - Reli f cf M~ri a Marz nJ 
Spon or- Rep. Dani~ ~s~n (D) Califo i 

(2) H.R. 2 11- Relief of Alinor Anva ri Adtms 
Sponsor- Rep Sisk (D) c-l~fornia 

~(3) H.R. 2502 - Relief of P e. 01 v Mesikepp 
Sponsor - Rep. Si k (D) Cal1fornia 

(4) H.R. 6392 - Relief of Koviljka C. Clendenen 
Sponsor - Rep. Blouin (D) Iowa 

(5) H.R. 7908 - Relief of Edward Dr g 
Sponsor - Rep. Conable ( ) N 7 York 

(6) H.R. 5500 - Re lief o f Rafael Strochlitz Wurze l 
Sponsor - Rep. Dodd (D) Connecticut 

(7) H.R. 5648 - Relie= of Violetta Cebreros 
Sponsor - Rep. Burgener (R) California 

(8) H.R. 3372 - Relief of Tze Tsun Li 
Sponsor - Rep. Burke (D) California 

(9) H.R. 2940 - Re lie f of Maria Sylvia Macias Elliott 
Sponsor - Rep. Burge ner (R) California 

(10) H.R. 2495 - Relief of Miss Ualgorzata Kuzniarek 
Czapowski 

Sponsor - Rep. Burke (D) Massachusetts 
(11) H.R. 2118 - Relief of Cheryl V. Camacho 

Sponsor - Re p. Talcott (R) California 
(12) H.R. 7882 - Re lief of Miss Leonor Young 

Sponsor - Rep. Meyner (D) New Jersey 

Last Day for Action 

August 21, 1976 - Saturday 

Purpose 

To grant imme d i ate relative status to aliens who have been or 
are in the proce ss of being adopted by United Sta t e s citizens. 
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The INA provides an exception to the immigra~ion waiting list 
for children adopted by u.s. citizens who are 14 years of age 
or younger. Because the beneficialie of the bills are over 
14, they do not qualify for this exemption. Accordingly, absent 
enactment of these bills, ·tho e beneficiaries now living out
side the U.S. would have to remain on the regular immigration 
waiting list (with consequent uncertainty as to when they would 
be admitted); those beneficiaries now in the u.s. would have to 
leave and begin the process of returning to the U.S. under the 
regular immigration procedures. 
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Enclosures 

(Signed) James M. Frey 

Assistant Director for 
Legislative Reference 



94TH CoNGRESS} HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIYES j REPORT 
1st &nihit · t No.. 94--399 
I J. Jil .,. JlJ .J ~ .l saJilJ ., :; io >• ><Ji ~ 1 . Jt.' ;..J ·. ~·•L '"' . 

. PETER OLA \ " MESIK_EfP' 

JULY 25, 1975.~ommitted to the Committee of the Whole House ·and ordered to 
be printed 

:Mr. Eu..BERo, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
follpw~ 
. ' J ' 

REPORT 
[T~ accoD}pany H. R. 2:S02] 

The Cammitttie on the Judiciary, to whoin was' r~ferred the bill 
(H.,R. 25.~) f~r the relief o~ Pet~r 9la'i' Mes~~epp~ hmng c,Oii~idereid 
the same; ~port favora!bly thereon without amendment o.nd recommend 
that tlte .bill do pass. . . 

~POSE OF T#E BILL 

. 'lftmrpurpose.of this bill is· tn facilita.te the adjustmbllt10ftstatus to 
}!lenn~~lt· ~idence of the adopted ·80n of ,ci:tizel!I.S .of 'the United 
States.'£ · · , · · · 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
. ( 

The b~~ary is !1- 24-~ear-qlfl native and cit~~en of AJ;~.Utfua. who 
wn~ adopted. m Cahf()nua C?n Nove~ber 29, .t9.tl ~y. ,<nt\Z~~s pf .. ~he 
Umted States. He entered thts cOlmt.-y as a ~tq~~nt under the·~~t:· 
sh,ip of. t.!le Pan-American ¥issioi:' ·~nd has resided with Jiis. t'dopt~~ 
parents smce shortly after his admlSSion. . . . ·,: . . . 

The .pe.rl.iil;tllU facts in this case are contained in a letter dPted May 
~' 1975. fJ>?m the Commission~r of Inimigrati?~ .. arid N~.tpraiizati9n 
to the Chau:·man o£ the Comnuttee OR the Judicu.try. That l~tter· an~. 
enclosureS read as follow..s : 

AlS-478-458; 

u.s-. DEPARTMENT OF JuSTICE, 
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION S~oE, 

· · lVOilhington; ]);(}.,.May 1!3, 1975: 

Hon. PETER W. R®INo, Jr., 
Ohair.man, 0()'1WT11i.ttee on the Judio,ia11J, 
11o1J$~ 6f Re~ntat'ivea, · · 
W ashingtM, D.O. . 

lliAR Mr. CHADU(AN : In ~esponse to your r.equestrfor a r~P.o~ rilii
five to. the bill (H.R. 2502) for th~ relipf of .:Pe~'er Olav. M~sij(epp, 
there IS attached a memorandum of mformta10n concernmg' ·the 
beneficiary. 

57- 007 
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The bill Pt:Gvides t~at the ~3:year-old adopt~d son ~f Ha.rry Mesi
kepp. and Amo .Mesikepp, citizens of the United · States, may be 
classified as !" child and granted immediate relative status. The bill 
furthe~ proVIdes that the 1_1atural parents or brothers or sisters of the 
~nefiCia~y. shall not, by virtue of such ~elati?nship, be 3:ccorded any 
nght, pnvllege, or stat~s under the I!fim~gratiOn and NatiOnality Act. 
. ~he ?eneficiary, a ~$tlve of.Aygellti~, IS ~:qa.r~able to the numerical 

hmitah?n ~or .u~1m1grants. from the · Western Hemisphere. He is 
st~tutorily ~nehg1ble to ad1ustJ~i~. ~~a_!;p.s i~ the United States and 
will be ~eqmred to apply for a visa outs'ide of this country. 

Sniflel"eily, . 
]i~0NARD F. CHAPMAN, Jr., 

Oomrmissioner. 

MEMORANDUM OF INFORMATION' FROM IMMIGRATION AND 

NATURALIZATIO*,~~·' ~l,.¥8 RE H.R. 2502 
i.11. J -

The beneficiary, Peter _<?lav Mesikepp, who was formerly known as 
Carlos Pedro Ko~as~ezhtlr/'a·Haifv'~1ttUt citizeiilof Argentina was born 
Ma.y 3~, 1951._-JlEt Is.smgle.and I.'esides'1f~h~~ !lorl9-ptive pare~ts, Harry 
-.nd Amo ~~p1.tbe mterested .P¢Ell!l, iu . ;F~o, CalifQrnia. He 
tntel·ed .the ; lflllte.d States at Los ¥gel~, ~fl.llfoJ,"~ia., on M,aich 3, 
1968, as a no:~ummigrant ~tuden~ for a temporary P.eri.c>Pralld ;Wa~ thare
after auth<?rize~ to remtlll~ UJl~ll Jun~ 30, 1974. His widowed natural 
mothe~ resides. m A~gentma. The beneficiary was adopted by Harry 
&nd Amo Mea1k~w <?n Novetn:bar 29, 1971; ill the Supecior.Cou.rt of 
the State of 9alifoFma, for ·t~e County~ of Fremo.·Attaehed is a copy 
o~ the adopt.IOn decree. He IS !1 coll~ge stud~nt,. majoring izi. micro
biology: He Is employed:-partJ..time w1th a dairy m Fresno and earns 
8:Ill?!~XImatel;y $120 per month. 
.· .. ttarry M~i~~l'>'p 'Ytis born on Deceinbet-'29, 191'7~ in Estonia; He was 
ad~Itted ~ tli.e .'{Jmted Stat~ o~ Dece~ber 23, .. ~9~~; at New York 

S~ew J.!'rk, .a& !1 .~rm~nertt re~d~?t. He became a citJzen .of the United 
tates. uy naturalizatiOn on· At!@.st ~' 195!. H.e is empl9yed as a ma1e 

~'f~ g~. rr~SJ1(,) $nd earns a,?ont$7~.m6ntli~y . . · · . · ·· 
J. . ;4inQ. M'eSikepp was hom .m Es~oma ~ October 15, 1~18. She entered 
~h~ U~ted States as a permapent re_stdent M New York New Yo& 
~m 'May 4, 1M9. She heCf!-n'l.e a. United States ~itifet1 hi n~tUrafizatiori 
~n 1954. Her parent;s reside w1th her and her.'husband in Fresno. She 
Is employed. part.-time as a l~n~e instructor in Fresno earning 
about $900.~:Mnoo.th. ' 

M;r. and Mrs. ~esibpp:~ere ~aill'ied on October 4, 1958, in Fresno. 
Their assets consist of their residence in Fresno valued at $30 QW 
rental J?r~perty in Fr~sno ~rom which they recei;e $90 monthly 'and 
approximately $1,000 m savi~. . · · ·· ' 
Depo~ation p:r:ocee~ings have .been initiated ~AiPSi the k.nefl<ia 

for haymg remamed m the Umted States for a lo:qger p;rl~d-· th!'! 
a.uthonz~. · ·· · ~ 
.<! ·rr~vate Bill H.E. 17.36+, ~sra ()o#gre$S~ in't~~<luceq in the bene· 
~c:tacy}s beh.,Jf, was not en~cted. . · · · 

Superior Court of the State of Cttlifornia for the COunty of Fresno 

.NO. 17 03---;JUOOMENT OF ADOPTION 

In the Matter of th~ Adoption Petition of 

RARitY MESIKl.'fP ANt> AxNo Ml!:Sll{EP1>, Aoo1>T'I:NG PARENTS 

Shepard, Olson, DeVaney, Turner & Dietrich, Attorneys for 
Petitioners. 

The petition of HarTy Mesikepp and Aino Mesikepp, husband and 
wife, for the adoption of Carlos Pedro Konaszezuk, a minor came on 
regularly for hearing before the Honorable Ha.r·old V. Thompson, in 
Department No.5, on November 29, 1971, Kenneth W. DeVaney, ap
pearing as attorney for the petitioners, with petitioners and the said 
miner appearing .in person at the ,hearing.; and it appearing that the 
written consent of the sole sur~iving parent of the sa.id minor has been 
duly executed in accordance with the laws of the Nation of Argen~ 
tina, and filed with the California State DepaLiment of Social Welfare 
and with the Clerk of this Courl·j that the· California State Depaa:t
ment of SOcial Welfare heretofore filed its written report recomtnend~ 
ing the ·granting of said petitioo., and the: petitioners and each of theni 
having 6esn examined mpa.ra.tel:t and eviden.oe both o-ral and docuillen
tar:v having been introduced~ the coutt now finds that: 

All of the allegations -in said petition are true; that petitioners were 
ma.rried on October 4i, 1958, and ever since have been and now are hus· 
band and 1ri'fe, and are residents of the County of Fresho, State of 
California; and that each of them is ovet the age of Twenty·:O•ie (21) 
years and more than Ten {10} yMrs older. than said minor; that tM 
above-named Carlos Pedro Konaszezuk is a male child, bori1 on May 
30, 1951, in Buenos Aires, Argentina.. 

That only the conse.nt of the sui-vi'Ving parent , the minor child's 
mother, is t:equire!l by law under. the.facts of this case, and that such 
ronsent has been • fully and freely g-W~n~ and filed in tlte :inanner 
required by law. · 

That the said petitioners have executQd in t.h~ ):>re$ence of the C6\lrt 
the requisite consent and agreement that the said child sha.ll be ndopted 
and treated iii' aU r~spects as their own ]awful child should be treated. 
and the co1ltt, being satisfied that the interests and welfare of the 
mi~1or herein will be promot~ by the ~;tdoption proposed, tmd that the 
petition should be gratited. . 

It is therefore ordered. adjudged and decreed, that said petition i~ 
granted and that said minor Carlos Pedro Kom.t..<~zezuk is now th P 
Adonted f'hild of petitioners.Harrv Mesikepp and Aimi:Mesikepn ai].(l 
shall be 1m the custody of the Baid petitioners and be rega.-rded and 
treated in all restiects its their own la wf\i l child : that thsv. shall sustain 
t6ward the f'hild a'nd the child toward thPffi the letoraJ relation of par~ 
ents and child1 and each respectively !'Jhall ha'vt> all o-f t.he ri~?hts and he 
subject to all of the dnt.ies of natural narent and <'hild; and that the 
rmmP of said cliild shall henceforth be' Peter 01llv M~ikepp. 

HAROLtl V. THmrvsox. 

Dated: November 29.1971. 
Judge of the S-uperio-r Oou~·t. 
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Mr Sisk $ubmitted the -follDwjng letters in support of bis bill: 

CoNGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HO'UsE oF REPlttsENTATrvEs, 

_ W Ulllf..ingf;.p~ D.O. .. , June. 80, 1975.. 
Hon. JosnuA_EILBERo, 
Ohai~'l_l-,_ B_ubcfpnimi~~ee on lmlrifigr<l{tiprJ.p Oiki~fl1!-fflip anq brtema

tufriiilLaw, Oo7nmdtee on the Judiciary, U.S. Ho-use of''llepres.en
U¥inif~., TV_asM.*.Jtf1-ll-; D:/J. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I am writing to urge the Subcomn':uttoo to 
favoraby consider, H.R. 2502, a hill I mtr.oduced on January,30, 1975 
for the relief of Peter Olav Mesikepp; TM measure is-identical to 
H.R. 17361 of the 93rd CoDgtess.. 
. Peter was born in Buenos Aires, Argentina on May 30, 195L His nat· 
ural :father died when he was a small child and his mothe~: placed him 
in an otphanag~ in City :Bell, :A.rgentim~ when he was nin~ .years oi 
nge. The Pan American Mission, which Supports the orphanage, 
:financed Peter's trip to the United States when he was 16 to further 
his education after. he had shown outstanding scholastic promise. He 
~ntered the United States on March 3~ · 1968 lmd met his adoptive 
parents, my constituents, Ha.rny Mesikepp and Aino Soe-Poll Mesi
kepp, six months later. He began living with them shortl.v· thereafter 
and they adop~d hi~ on November 29, 1971 in the .Superior Court <>f 
the State of Cahfomia, for the County of Fresno. 

I am encloSing s. copy of the letter i: received from Peter's adoptive 
~other. Mrs; Aino Mesikepp, in September 1974 just prior to introduc, 
tion of H.R. i 73611 which l feel pre38l1tB a deeply ·movimg picture o:f 
the relationship ' vvhidl. has. developed, .betvlee:n •Peter a.nd · his · new 
family and •explains why ena.ctment of this !Etgislation at the earliest 
postible date is essential. 

Peter completed the requirements for his bac<:EYla.ureate ~gree this 
ni:onth. graduatin$! with hQfWrs; Summa Cum LD.!Ude, from• Califwnia 
State University,.Eresno·. 

Mr. Chairman; the Subcommjttws enriy, favorable action on H.R. 
2502 will be most sincerely appreeiated. 

With kind personaJ_mga.Jidls1 ; . . Jl·• ., 

Since~ly, 

Enclosure. 

B. F. SISK, 
/J-em;ber qf Congress. 

Coninessman R. F. SI&K; 
R'ayburn Btlildm,g 

FRESNo, CAr.~-f.; ·$eptem~etr 18, JQ'i:!,.. 

W aahingtim,· D.O. 
MY DEAll Go~oRn:l~rMAN' StsJt:: Your letter o:f Septemb~r 9 has give'a 

us new hopes of est~tblishin~f' Peter's residence in this oolintry perm a· 
nently. We._tt.re most gmteftl! for your ooncern and appreciate deeply 
the ftn1tu~r sten.s you plan to take in helpi_ng our sori to become a 
Unit~d States citiEei'l. 

It is ours and Peter's *ish, Mr. Sisk'; that you hitroduce the private 
bill in Peter's behalf because we know that such petition will relieve 
the hardship we have beeli bearing so long. For the information you 
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~qaested. fo1: this procedur~ I will start with our i:u~.~9.ti.Q<l as 
adQptive P8{enW, _ · . , 

, 'II'Ar;r;y Mti$i~epp, ~:p.d I were married on October 4, 1~~8 ·Pl. San 
Francisco, California. W~ :~e bQth nntives of Estonia wh~-eQ.. today 
is behind the iron-curtain. Harry Mesik'epp, born D~~¥1-~J; 2~, 1917, 
entered the UniWd States in December, 1951, and was naturalized on 
August 27, 1957, in Passaic Counti, Patterson, New Jerf?6y. ,_ ... . .. 

I, Aino Mesikepp, (formerly Boer-Poll) was born on October 15, 
1918, and ent.ered the United States in May of 1!M9. I was naturalized 
November 1:!Y,: 1954', in the GouBty of C\tmberli.nd, Bridge to~ New 
Je'I'Sey. . . - . 

Since our marriage we have been living in Fresno, ealifornia-, 
where Harry has worked in the Community Hospital for over 16 
years. You may be interested to know that Harry has an eye injury 
from World War II, which left him almost legally blind. In spite of 
this, he, as ·a ~~istered. Male Nurs~, has been employed as a· physical 
thet<apy technician until last year whe-n he suffered a hea-rt attack. 
After open-heat:t ~urgery, he is ~ork}ng ~ga,in but· in su.r~iett~'~e~ice. 

I had the pr:mlege of studymg Iti Fresno State Um'vel'Stty and 
received rny B.A. in Social Work in 1966 .. I also reeeived'i;nj"· M~ster's 
Degree in German and Literature from the same utii'temty11n 1973. 
I was a social worker for a few years in Fresno and Madera Counties. 
At present I work as a volunteer with the Link-Care Foundation in 
Fresno. 

Our son, Peter, was born in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on May 30, 
1951. His natural father passed away when Peter was a child. His 
mother placed him in an orphana~e in City Bell, Argentina. The 
American missionary in charge of the orphanage applied for Peter's 
visa to the United States. The U.S. Consulate in Buenos Aires granted 
him a foreign student visa, F 1, on February 29, 1968. He entered 
the United States on March 3, 1968, at Los Angeles International 
AirpOrt. He was 16 years of age -at that time. 

'Ve met Peter 6 months later and our relationship developed to be 
a special one. Due to the slow process with Argentine officials in 
obtaining required documents, his adoption was not realized until 
November, 1970. 

Our son is still a foreign student and his college fees are almost 
ten times as··high as the regular student's fees. Our economic situation 
is not easy. We are glad that P eter has the opportunity to work along 
with his studies. But much more depressing is the insecurity in con
nection with his stay here. This effects Peter and each of us emotion
allv ·and physically. We love each other very much and any thought 
of -being separated seems unbearable. Peter is a sensitive human being 
who knows how to appreciate real love and a home with a11 the old• 
fashioned privileges. And we. who have lost our native home and 
conntry. wish -to share with our belov:ed Peter. 

Because of this .hardshio, Peter has not been actively participating 
in social life. However, he is an excellent student and community 
member. Our fear is that he will be required to return to Argentina 
to apnlv for an immigrant visa. We do not have such monies for his 
travel nor his stav there. The emotional and economic strain o-f such 
reonirement could be dangerous to my husband who had already 
suffered one heart attack. 
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T~ref\•n:e; Mr. Siak, your efforts to introdUce a private bill to 
alleviate the~ fears is ~r~atly appreciated. You have given us new 
coo.ra.ge and we are antic1pa.tmg the day when Peter can apply for 
a petnianent visa and subsequent citize:nship,. 

Sincerely, . 
· Mrs. AINo MESIKEPP. 

EncJosures. 
BUDGETARY IXFORMATION 

This legislation does not provide new budget authority and no 
estimate or comparison has been received from the Director. of the 
CongreSsional Budge6 Office. 

OVERSIGHT STATEMENT 

The Co.Qlmittee exercises general oversight jurisdiction with respect 
to all immigration and nationality matters but no specific oversight 
is contemplated . in this instance. 

Upon conside~tion of all the facts in thi~ case the Commit~ is 
of the opinion that H.R. 2502 should be enacted and accordingly 
recommends that the bill do pass. 

· 0 



Calendar No.l029 
94TH CONGRESS } 

~dSeuion 
SENATE { REPORT 

No. 94-1095 

PETER OLAV MESIKEPP 

AUGUST 4, 1976.-0rdered to be printed 

Mr. EASTLAND, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
[To accompany H.R. 2502] 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H.R. 2502) for the relief of Peter Olav Mesikepp, having oonsidered 
the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and recom
mends that the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 

The purpose of the bill is to facilitate the adjustment of status to 
pet:·manent residence of the adopted son of citizens of the United 
States. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 

The beneficiary of the bill is a 25-year-old native and citizen of 
Argentina who entered the United States as a student March 8~ 19.68.1 
under the s_p9nsorship of the Pan-American Mission. He was attoptea. 
in California on November 29, 1971, by citizens of the United States 
with whom he has resided since shortly after his admission. 

The pertinent facts are contained in a letter
1 

with attached memo
randum, dated May 23, 1975, to the chairman ot the Committee on the 
Judiciary, House of Representatives, from the Commissioner of Im
migration and Naturalization with reference to the bill. The letter and 
memorandum read as follows : 

A -184 78453. 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE, 

Washington, D.O., May ~3, 1975. 

Hon. Pmm W. RoorNo, Jr., 
Ohairman, Committee on the Judiciary, HOU8e of Representatives, 

W ash.ington, D .0. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN : In response to your request for a report rela

tive to the bill (H.R. 2502) for the relief of Peter Olav Mesikepp, 
117--007 
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there is attached a memorandum of information concerning the 
beneficiary. 

'The bill proyid.es that the ~:year-old adopte~ son of Harry Mesi
kepp and .Aino Mesikepp, citizens of the Umted States, may be 
classified as a child and granted immediate relative status. The bill 
:further provides that the natural parents or brothers or sisters of the 
beneficiary shall not, by virtue of such relationship, be accorded any 
right, privile~e, or ~tu~under the I~igration and Nationality Ac~. 

The beneficiary, a na,tlve of Argentma, IS chargeable to the numeri
cal limitation :for immigrants from the Western Hemisphere. He is 
statutorily. ineligible to adjust hi~ status. in the lJnited ~tates and 
will be required to .apply for a visa outside of this country. 

Sincerely, 
LEONARD F. CHAPMAN, J r.l 

Oomnnissioner. 
Encl6sure; 

MEMORANDUM OF INFORMATION FROM IMMIGRATION AND 
NATURALIZATIO:s' SERVICE FIU:S RE H.R. 2502 

The beneficiary Peter Olay Mesikepp, who was :formerly 
known as Carlos Pedro Konaszezukl..~ native and citizen of 
Argentina was born May 30, 1951 • .tie is single and resides 
with his ado~tive parents, Harry and Aino Mesikepp, the in
terested parties, in Fresn~ -qalif~rnia. He entered the United 
States at Los Angeles, Uali:forma, on March 3, 1968', as a 
nonimmigrant student for a temporary p~riOd !IDd was there
after authorized to ~w~tin until June 30, 197 4. His widowed 
natural mother resides ~n Arg~ntina, 'the l:_>eneficiary was 
adopted by Harry and Amo Mesllrepp.on November 29;1971, 
in the Superior Court of the Sta~of, Ca.li:f01'nia, forthe Coun
ty of Fresno. Attached is a copy of the adoption decree. He 
is a college student, mt~.joring in. mi~robiok>gy. He is employed 
p~rt,.ti:roe w~tll a. dairy in Fresno and eams approximately 
~120 per month; . . 

Harry Mesike;l>p was born on December 29, 1917, in Es
tonia. He wa8 adhiitted to the United States on December 23, 
1951, at New Yor~ New York, as a permanent resident. He 
became a citizen of the United Sta~ by na.turalization on 
August 27, 1957. He is employed as a male nurse in F.reSno 
and earns about $700 montl:i1y. · . . 

Aino ¥e$~ep..E_ was horn 'in Estonia on October 15, 1918. 
She entered the United States as a permanent resident at.New 
York, New York, on May 4,1949. She became a United States 
citizen by. naturalization in 1954. Her parents reside with her 
and her husband in Fresno. She is employed part"-time as a 
\angq~g~ in~()r ~n Jtresn~ earni~g about $200 per month. 

Mr. and :Mrs. Mesikepp were married on October 4, 1958, in 
Fresno. Their assets consist of their resideuce in Fresno, 
-v~l"ed at ~0,000, rental p~op~y in "Fresno fr~m wh~ch ·they 
receive$!)() monthly, and approXImately $1,000 m savmgs. 

pep~n·t;~~ion, pr~ed,ings . .pave _been init1!1ted against the 
benefiet.a-rr. ,for havmg remil:med m the lln~ted St~tes for a 
longer pertod'tha.n authorized. 

S.R. 1095 
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Private Bill H.R. 1736l, 93d Congress, introduced in th~ benefi
ciaiJ!'S behQ.lf, was not enacted. 

St.1perior Court of the State of California for the County of 
, Fresno 

NO. 1703-JUDGMENT OF ADOP'riON 

In the Matter of the Adoption Petition of 

HARRY MESIKEPP AND AINO MI:SIKEI'P, Aoo:P'.~":mG pARENTS 

Shepard, Olson, DeVaney, Turner & Dietrich, Attorneys 
:for Petitioners. 

The petition of Harry Mesikepp and Aino Mesikepp, hus
band and wife, for the adoption of Carlos Pedro Kon8$zezuk, 
a minor. came on regularly :for hearing before the Honorable 
Harold V. Thompson, in Department No.5, on November 29, 
1971, Kenneth W. De Vaney, appearing as attorney for the 
petitioners, with petitioners and the said minor appearing 
in person at the hearing; and it appearing that the written 
conse.nt of the sole surviving parent of the said minor has 
been duly executed in accordance with the laws of the Nation 
of Argentina, and filed with the California State Depart
ment of Social Welfare and with the Clerk of this Court; 
that the California State Department of Social Welfare 
heretofore filed its written report recommending the grant
ing of said petition, and the petitioners and each of them 
having been examined separately and evidence both oral and 
documentary having been introduced, the court now finds 
that: 
. All of the alleg:ations in said petition are true; that peti

tioners were married on October 4, 1958 and ever since have 
been and now are husband and wife, and are residents of the 
County of Fresno, State of California; and that eacll of them 
is over the age of Twenty-One (21) years and more than Ten 
(10) years older than said minor; that the above-named 
Carlos Pedro Konaszezuk is a male child, born on May 30, 
1951, in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
pt~t only th~ cons~nt of the surviving parent, the minor 

childs mother, 1s reqUired by law under the facts of this case 
and !hat such consent ~as 1>een fully and freely given, and 
filed m the manner reqUired by law. 

That the said petitwners have executed in the presence of 
th~ Court the requisite consent and agreement that the said 
child shal~ be adopted and treated in all respects as their own 
lawful c~uld should be treai;ed, and the court, bein~ satisfied 
that the mterests a:qd welfare of the minor herein will be pro
moted by the adoption proposed, and that the petition should 
be granted. 
. ~t is. therefore ordered, adjudged and decreed, that said pe

titio!!- IS granted and that said minor Carlos Pedro Konasze
zuk Is now the adopted child of petitioners, Harry Mesikepp 

S.'R. 1095 
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and Aino Mesikepp and shall be in the custody of the said 
petitioners· and be regarded and treated in all respects as their 
own lawful child; that they shall sustain toward the child 
~nd the child toward them the legal relation of parents and 
child and each respectively shall have all of the rights and 
be subject to all of the duties of natural parent and child; 
and that the name of said child shall henceforth be Peter 
Olav Mesikepp. 

Date<l: November 29,1971. 

HARoLD V. THoMPSoN, 
Judge of the Superi<w Owrt. 

C~n R J. Sisk, the author of the bill, has submitted the 
followmg information in connection with the case: 

CoNGRESS OF THE U NJTED STATES, · 
HousE OF ~ENTATIVES, 
W a,hington, D.O., June 30,1975. 

Hon. J:oSHUA Ern'BEROj 
Oha~ S11hoommitte6 on lmmigTat~, Oitkemhip and lnte7'1Ulr 

~LfWJ, Committee on the Judiciary, U.S. HOU8e of RefW~sen-
tatweltj Washington, D.(]. · 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN : I am writin~ to urge the Subcommittee to 
favorably consider, H.R. 2502, a bill I mtroduced on January 30, 1975 
for the relief of Peter Olav Mesikepp. The measure is identical to 
H.R. 17361 of the 93rd Congress. 

Peter was born in Buenos Aires, Argentiha on May 30, 1951. His nat
ural father died when he was a small child and his mother plaoed him 
in ·an orphahage in City Bell, Argentina when he was nine years of 
age. The Pan American Mission, which supf>?rts the orphanage, 
financed Peter's trip to the United States when he was 16 to further 
his education after he had shown outstmding scholastic _promise. He 
entered the United States on March 3, 1968 and met his adoptive 
parents, my co:p.~tituents, Harry Mesikepp and Aino Soe-Poll Mesi
kepp, six months later. He began living with them shortly thereafter 
and they adopted him on November 29, 1971 in .the Supenor Court of 
the State of California, for the County of Fresno. 

I am enclosing a OOPY. of the letter I received from Peter's adoptive 
mother, Mrs. Aino Mesikepp, in September 1974 j~st prior to introduc
tion of lf.R. 17'361, which. I. feel presents a deeply moving picture of 
the relationship which has developed between Peter and his new 
family and. explains why en:actment of this legislation at the earliest 
possible date is essential. 

Peter completed the requirements for his baccalaureate degree this 
month, graduating with honors, Summa Cum Laude, from California 
State University, Fresno. 

Mr. C,4airinan, the Subcommittee's early, favorable action on H.R 
2502 wil ~ m~st s~cerely a.p,preci:a.ted. 

With kind personal re~s, . 
Sincerely, 

Enclosure. 

B. F. SISK, 
Member of Otmgr~ss. 

S.R. l095 
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FREsNo, C.A.LIF., Septemhe'l' 18, 197!,.. 

My DEAR CONGRESSMAN StsK: Your letter of s~ptember 9 has given 
us new hopes of establishing Peter's residence in this ~Un~ry perma~ 
n!!ntly. We are most gratefUl for your concern and a.pprec1ate deeply 
the further steps you plan to take in helping our son to 'beco'me a 
United States c1tizen.' . 

It is ours and Peter's wish, Mr. Sisk, that you introduce the p:i-1vare 
bill in Pe~r's behalf because w~ know that ·such peti.tion w.ill. relieve 
the hardsh1p we have been bea.rmg so long. For the in:formatw~ you 
requested for this procedure I will start with our backgro\lnd as 
adoptive pare~ts. . . 

Harry Mesikep~.>___and I were mar:ned on Octo~er 4, ~958 m Sa.n 
Francisco, Calif. We are both natives of Estoma whtch today 1s 
behind the iron-curtain. Harry Mesikepp, born December 29, 1917, 
entered the United States in December, 1951, and was naturalized on 
Attgust 27, 1957, in Passaic County, Patterson, N.J. 
·I, Aino Mesikepp, (formerly Soe-Poll) was born on October 15, 

1918, and entered the United States in May of 1949. I was naturalized 
November 15, 1954, in the County of Cumberland, Bridgeton, N.J. 

Since our marriage we have been living in Fresno, California, 
where Harry has worked in the Community Hospital for o-ye~ 16 
years. You may be interested to ~ow that Harry ha~ an eye I~ Jury 
from World War II, which left him almost legally blind. In spit~ of 
this, he, as a Registered Male Nurse, has been employed as a physical 
therapy technician until last year when he suffered a heart attack. 
After open-heart surgery, he is working_ again but in surgical service. 

I had the privilege of studyin~ in Fresno State Umversity and 
received my B.A. in Social Work m 1966. I also received my Master's 
Degree in German and Literature frc;>m the same university in 1~73. 
I was a social worker for a few years m Fresno and Madera Counties. 
At present I work as a volunteer with the Link-Care Foundation in 
Fresno. 

Our son, Peter, was born in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on ¥ay 39, 
1951. His natural father passed away when Peter was a child. His 
mother placed him in an orphanage in City Bell, Argentina. The 
American missionary in charge of the orphanage applied for Peter's 
visa to the United States. The U.S. Consulate in Buenos Aires granted 
him a foreign student visa, F 1, on February 29, 1968. He entered 
the United States on March 3, 1968, at Los Angeles International 
Airport. He was 16 years of age at that time. 

We met P~ter 6 months later and our ·relationship developed to be 
a special one. Due to the slow process with Argentme officials in ob
taining required documents, his adoption was not realized until 
November, 1970. 

Our son is still a foreign student and his college fees are almost 
ten times as high as the regular student's fees. Our economic situation 
is not easy. We are glad P eter has the opportunity to work along 
with his studies. But much more depressing is the insecurity in con-
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ne.etion with his stay here. This effects Peter and each of us emotion
ally and physically. We love each other very much and any thoug-ht 
of being separated seems unbearable. Peter is a sensitive human bemg 
who kn.ows how to appreciate real love and a home with all the old: 
fashioned ;privileges. And we, who have lost our native home and 
country, w1sh to share with our beloved Peter. 

Because of this hardship, Peter has not been actively participating 
in social life. However, he is an excellent student and community 
member. Our fear is that he will be required to return to Argentina 
to apfly for an immigrant visa. We do not have such monies for his 
trave nor his stay there. The emotional and economic strain of such 
requirement could Q6 dangerous to my husband who had already 
suffered one heart att ack. 
· Therefore, Mr. Sisk, your efforts to introduce a private bill to 
alleviate these fears is ~reatly appreciated. You have given us new 
courage and we are antiCipatmg the day when Peter can apply for 
a permanent visa and subsequent citizenship. 

Sincerely, 
MRS. AINo MESIKEPP, 

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (H.R. 2502) should be enacted. 

0 
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H. R. 2502 

.RintQ! .. fourth Q:ongrtss or tht tinittd £'tatts of amcrica 
AT THE SECOND SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the nineteenth day of January, 
one thousand nine hundred and aeventy·l~ 

21n act 
For the relief of Peter Olav Mesikepp. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and HOU8e of Representatilves of the 
United States of America in 0011f!ress assembled That, in administra
tion o:f the Immigration and Nationality Act, Peter Olav Mesikepp 
may be classified as a child within the meaning o:f section lOl(h) (1) 
(F) o:f the Act, upon approval o:f a petition filed in his behalf by Harry 
Mesikepp and Aino Mesikepp, citizens o:f the United States, pursuant 
to section 204 o:f the Act, and the provisions o:f section 245 (c) o:f the 
Act shall be inapplicable in this case: Provided, That the natural 
parents or brothers or sisters o:f the beneficiary shall not, by virtue o:f 
such relationship, be accorded any right, privilege, or status under the 
Immigration and Nationality Act. 

Speaker of the HOU8e of Representatives. 

Vice President of the United States and 
President of the S enate. 




