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MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

~ ~ · 

ACTION 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
Last Day: May 

May 11, 1976 

JIM CANNO / 

THE PRES~ENT 

H.R. 1187 Amendments to the 
Water Resources Planning Act 
as Amended 

Attached for your consideration is H.R. 11876, sponsored 
by Representative Johnson and four others. 

The enrolled bill increases from $1.5 to $2 million the 
permanent annual authorization for the Water Resources 
Council in administering the Water Resources Planning 
Act. It would also make the Territory of Guam eligible 
to receive water resource planning grants. 

Additional information is provided in OMB's enrolled 
bill report at Tab A. 

OMB, Max Friedersdorf, Counsel's Office (Lazarus) and 
I recommend approval of the enrolled bill. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign H.R. 11876 at Tab B. 

l
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20503 

MAY 1 0 1976 

MORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Enrolled Bill H.R. 11876 - Amendments to the 
Water Resources Planning Act as amended 

Sponsor - Rep. Johnson (D) California and 4 others 

Last Day for Action 

May 15, 1976 - Saturday 

Purpose 

To increase the appropriations authorization for adminis­
tration and coordination expenses of the Water Resources 
Council from $1.5 million to $2 million. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Water Resources Council 
Department of the Interior 
Department of Agriculture 
Department of the Army 

Discussion 

Approval 

Approval 
Approval 
No objection 
No objection 

The Water Resources Planning Act, enacted by the Congress 
in 1965, created the Water Resources Council, established 
the procedures for creating River Basin Commissions for 
the purpose of developing river basin plans for water and 
related land and resource development programs, and author­
ized grants to the States to assist in the development of 
State water resources plans. The Act also authorized appro­
priations to carry out its purposes. 

The enrolled bill is based on a draft bill transmitted to 
the Congress by the Water Resources Council with Adminis­
tration support. As enacted, it increases from $1.5 million 



to $2 million the permanent annual authorization for the 
Water Resources Council in administering the Water 
Resources Planning Act. 

The Council's draft bill would have removed the limitation 
on appropriation authorizations and authorized such sums as 
necessary for the Water Resources Council to administer the 
Act. However, the $2 million ceiling fixed by Congress is 
consistent with the $1.8 million appropriation for this 
purpose proposed in your 1977 budget. 

H.R. 11876 also makes the Territory of Guam eligible to 
receive water resource planning grants in the same manner 
as other territories and the States. 

Enclosures 

?-e.?,. c::::r-~ 
ssistant Director/for 

Legislative Reference 

2 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20503 

MAY 1 0 1976 

MORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDEN~ 

Subject: Enrolled Bill H.R. 11876 - Amendments to the 
Water Resources Planning Act as amended 

Sponsor - Rep. Johnson {D) California and 4 others 

Last Day for Action 

May 15, 1976 - Saturday 

Purpose 

To increase the appropriations authorization for adminis­
tration and coordination expenses of the Water Resources 
Council from $1.5 million to $2 million. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Water Resources Council 
Department of the Interior 
Department of Agriculture 
Department of the Army 

Discussion 

Approval 

Approval 
Approval 

((
-,-.,, 
uP"'.._ 

~" ~, . 
_, 

~ ,·. 
\ r$' . ./ "-----.,.../ 

No objection 
No objection 

The Water Resources Planning Act, enacted by the Congress 
in 1965, created the Water Resources Council, established 
the procedures for creating River Basin Commissions for 
the purpose of developing river basin plans for water and 
related land and resource development programs, and author­
ized grants to the States to assist in the development of 
State water resources plans. The Act also authorized appro­
priations to carry out its purposes. 

The enrolled bill is based on a draft bill transmitted to 
the Congress by the Water Resources Council with Adminis­
tration support. As enacted, it increases from $1.5 million 

Attached document was not scanned because it is duplicated elsewhere in the document



THE WHITE HOUS:il 

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASHINGTON LOG NO.: 

Da.te: tay 11 Time: 900am 

FOR ACTION: George Humphrey~.occ .(for information): Jack Marsh 
1ax Friederddorf Jim Cavanaugh 
Ken Lazarus~~ Ed Schmults 
Steve Moe!Dnahey 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Da.te: May 11 Time: 500pm 

SUBJECT: 

H.R. 11876 - Amendments to the ~ater Resources &lanning 
Act as amended 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

--For Necessa.ry Action __ For Your Recommend.a.tiona 

__ Prepp.re Agenda. a.nd Brief --Dra.ft Reply 

2-- For Your Comments --Dra.ft Rema.rks 

REMARKS: 

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor ~est Tfing 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMI'M'ED. 

If you ha.ve a.ny questions or if you anticipate a 
delay in submitting the required material, please 
telephone the Staff Secretary immediately. 

K. R. COLE, JR. 
For the President 

, 
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UNITED STATES WATER RESOURCES COUNCIL 
SUITE 800 • 2120 L STREET, N.W. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20037 

MAY 5 1976 
Dear Mr. Lynn: 

This is in response to the request for views on the enrolled 
bill: "To amend the Water Resources Planning Act {79 Stat. 244) 
as amended, 11 (H. R. 11876, as amended). 

I recommend the President approve the bill. 

Two amendments have been made in the proposed bill that was 
transmitted to the Congress by the Administration. 

The first amendment limits the authorization for increased 
appropriations to $2, 000, 000, rather than authorizing appro­
priations of 11 such sums as are necessary" as had been recom­
mended by the Administration. 

The second amendment is a new provision which provides that 
Guam be included among the jurisdictions eligible for planning 
grants under Title ru of the Act, along with the 50 States, Puerto 
Rico, the Virgin Islands, and the District of Columbia, presently 
included under the Act. 

The addition of Guam to the list of eligible jurisdictions does not 
increase any authorization of appropriations for this purpose. 

Honorable James T. Lynn 
Director 
Office of Management and Budget 
Washington, D. C. 20503 

Sincerely, 

Alternate to the Chairman 

MEMBERS: SECRETARIES OF INTERIOR, AGRICULTURE, ARMY, COMMERCE, HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT, 
TRANSPORTATION; ADMINISTRATOR, ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY; CHAIRMAN, FEDERAL POWER COM­
MISSION - OBSERVERS: ATTORNEY GENERAL; DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET; CHAIRMEN, 
COUNCIL ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY, TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY, RIVER BASIN COMMISSIONS, BASIN IN­
TERAGENCY COMMITTEES. 

' 



United States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

MAY 7-1916 
Dear Mr. Lynn: 

This responds to your request for the views of this Department with 
respect to an enrolled bill, H.R. 11876, "To amend the Water Resources 
Planning Act (79 Stat. 244) as amended. 11 

We recommend that the bill be signed. 

The bill would amend section 401 (b) of the Water Resources Planning 
Act of 1965, as amended, to increase the annual authorization ceiling 
for the expenses of the Water Resources Council in administering the 
Water Resources Planning Act. The ceiling would be increased from 
$1,500,000 to $2,000,000. 

The bill would also amend section 3o6 of the Act to include the 
island territory of Guam within the definition of "State" so that 
it will be eligible to receive water resources planning grants in the 
same manner as the States and other territories. 

The increase in the authorization ceiling is consistent with, if not 
identical to, the Administration proposal forwarded to the Congress 
on February 5, 1976. In a letter from Thomas s. Kleppe, acting in 
his capacity as Chairman of the Water Resources Council, it was 
proposed that the statutory language limiting annual appropriations 
to $1.5 million be amended to read "such sums as are necessary". 
Although the Congress voted simply to increase the authorization 
ceiling, the bill is sufficiently favorable to warrant support and 
the additional funds are needed by the Council. 

We also support the addition of Guam as a territory entitled to 
receive grants. This would place Guam in an equal status with other 
territories in this regard and would provide needed fUnds for water 
resource planning. 

Because the bill is consistent with the Administration proposal and 
would serve desirable objectives, and because the resulting cost to 
the taxpayer would be modest, we recommend that the bill be signed. 

Honorable James T. Lynn 
Director, Office of 

Management and Budget 
Washington, D. c. 

Sincerely yours, 

~''"""arL~r~ 
' 



DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20250 

Honorable James T. Lynn 
Director, Office of Management 

and Budget 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear ~1r. Lynn: 

May 7 1976 

In reply to the request of your office, the following report 
is submitted on the enrolled enactment, H. R. 11876, 11 to 
amend the Water Resources Planning Act (79 Stat. 224) as 
amended. 11 The bill amends Section 401(b) to change the 
funding limitation from $1,500,000 to $2,000,000 and Section 
306 to add Guam as an eligible entity. 

The Department has no objection to the President•s approving 
this bill. 

Sincerely, 

, 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20310 

Honorable James T. Lynn 

Director, Office of Management and Budget 

Dear Mr. Lynn: 

The Secretary of Defense has delegated responsibility to the 
Department of the Army for reporting the views of the Department 
of Defense on enrolled enactment H. R. 11876, 94th Congress, 
"To amend the Water Resources Planning Act (79 Stat. 244) as 
amended." 

The Department of the Army, on behalf of the Department of 
Defense, has no objection to the approval of the enrolled 
enactment. 

The Water Resources Planning Act enacted by the Congress in 
1965 created the Water Resources Council; established the 
procedures for creating River Basin Commissions for the purpose 
of developing river basin plans for water and related land 
and resource development programs and authorized grants to 
the States to assist in the development of State water resources 
plans. The Act also authorized appropriations to carry out 
its purposes. 

The purposes of the enrolled enactment are to further amend 
the Act to increase the amount authorized to be appropriated 
for the expenses of the Water Resources Council in administering 
the Act and to include the Territory of Guam for eligibility 
to receive water resources planning grants in the same manner 
as the other territories and the States. Section 1 of the 
bill would amend section 40l(b) of the Act to increase the 
amount authorized to be appropriated for the annual expenses 
of the Water Resources Council from "not to exceed $1,500,000" 
to "not to exceed $2,000,000." Section 2 of the bill would 
amend section 306 of the Act by deleting the words "or the 
Virgin Islands" and inserting in lieu thereof the words "the 
Virgin Islands or Guam." 

' 



If approved, the enrolled enactment would enable the Water 
Resources Council to continue to meet its responsibilities 
unencumbered by inflation in salaries and other expenses 
and would place Guam in the same position as the States, 
Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands and the District of Columbia 
for the eligibility of planning .grants. 

This report has been coordinated within the Department of Defense 
in accordance with procedures prescribed by the Secretary of 
Defense. 

Sincerely, 

2 
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----------.--------------------. . 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

ACTION :tvlEMORANDUM WASIIING'fON LOG NO.: 

Date: May 11 

FOR ACTION: George Humphreys 
Max Friedersdorf 
Ken LazaruSota..-­
Steve MoCOnahey 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: May 11 

SUBJECT: 

Time: 
900am 

cc (for information):Jack Marsh 
Jim Cavanaugh 
Ed Schmults 

Time: 500pm 

H.R. 11876 - Amendments to the Water Resources Planning 
Act as amended 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

--For Necessary Action __ For Your Recommendations 

-- Prepare Agenda and Brie£ __ Draft Reply 

X 
--For Your Comments --Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing 

No objection-- Ken Lazarus 5/11/76 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you have any questions or if you anticipate a 
delay in submitting the required material, please 
i:elephone the Staff Secretary immediately. 

Ja1::1es U. Cannon 
Fo: the President 

, 



HEHORANDUM FOR: 

FROH: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

W'-'SHING-ON 

May 11, 1976 

JIM CAVANAUGH 

~ffiX L. FRIEDERSDORF 

H. R. 11876 - Amendments to the Water Resources 
Planning Act as amended 

The Office of Legislative Affairs · concurs with the agencies 

that the subject bill be signed. 

Attachments 

' 
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THE \VHITE HOUSE 

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASIIINGTON LOG NO.: 

Date: May 11 Time: 
900am 

~ 

FOR ACTION: George Humphr~ 
Max Friedersdorf 
Ken Lazarus 
Steve MoConahey 

cc (for information):Jack Marsh 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: May 11 

SUBJECT: 

Time: 

Jim Cavanaugh 
Ed Schmults 

SOOpm 

H.R. 11876 - Amendments to the Water Resources Planning 
Act as amended 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

-- For Necessary Action --For Your Recommendations 

_ _ Prepare Agenda and Brief --Draft Reply 

X --For Your Comments --Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing 

-

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you have any questions or i£ you anticipate a 
delay in submiUing the required material, please 
telephone the Staff Secr~tary immediately. 

James M. Cn mon 
For t~e ir sident 

' 



94Tn CoNo. REss} HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES { REPORT 
2d Session No. 94-983 

AMENDING THE .. WATER RESOURCES PLANNING ACT (79 
STAT. 244) AS AMENDED 

l\IARCH 30, 1976.-Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on tl].e :State 
of the Union and ordered to be printed 

:Mr. HALEY, from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affait~'' • < ~·· · 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
[To .accompany H.R. 11876] 

The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs. to whom was re" 
£erred the bill (H.R. 11876) to amend the Water Resources Planning 
Act (79 Stat. 244) as amended, having considered the same, report 
favorably thereon with amendments and recommend that the bill as 
amended do pass. 

The amendments are as follows: 
Page 1, lines 6 and 7, strike out" 'such sums as are necessary'.'' and 

insert in lieu thereof "not to exceed $2 million'." 
Page 1, following line 7, insert a new section as follows: 

SEc. 2. Section 306 of the Water Resources Planning Act 
(79 Stat. 244,253; 42 U.S.C. 1962c-5) is amended by deleting 
"or the Virgin Islands," and inserting in lieu thereof "the 
Virgin Islands or Guam.". 

H.R. 11876 was introduced as the result of an Executive communica­
tion from the Chairman of the '\Vater ResoJJTGes Council by Mr. John­
son of California for himself~ Mr. Lujan, Mrs. Pettis, Mr. Don Clausen 
of California, ~nd Mr. Weaver. 

:PURPOSE OF LEGISLATION 

The purpose of this bill is to increase the amount authorized to be 
appropriated for expenses of the ·water Resources Council in ~;tdminis­
tering the Water Resources Plannin_g Act, Public Law 89-80. 

BACKGROUND 

The 'Water Resources Planning Act as enacted by the Congress in 
1965 established the U.S. Water Resources Council; set forth the 
machinery for creating river basin commissions for the purpo~ of 
developing comprehensive river basin plans for water and related land 
and resource development programs; and authorized a program of 

57-006 
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QTants to the States to assist in the development of State water plans 
:nd general enhancement of local planning; capabilities. 

Section 401 of the Water Resources Planning Act as subsequently 
amended established limitations on the amount authorized to be appro-
priated for the various activities o.f th~ Cou!tcil as f?llows: . . . 

(1) The Federal share of :fundmg nver basm comm1sswns--$6 
million annually; 

(2) expenses of the \Vater Resources Council in administering 
the act-$1.5 million annnally; and 

(3) a total of $10 million for fi_scal.years 1976 a~d 1977_for prc_p­
aration of assessments and coordmatmg preparatiOn of nver basm 
plans. 

PRESENT LEGISlATION 

H.R. 11876, as introduced, would have removed the limitation on 
funds authorized to be appropriated for expenses of the Council m 
administering the vV ater Resources Planning Act. 

Co~n:nTTEE AMENDME::-;-Ts 

The committee amended H.R. 118'76 to place nn annual limitation of 
$2 million on the amount to be appropriated. for the expense of ad­
ministering the Council. This sum compares with the amount incluch~1l 
in the Presidenfs budget for fiscal year 1977 of $1,748,00J. 

The committee further amended the bill by adopting language that 
would amend the \Yater Resources Planning Act to include the Ter­
ritory of Guam for eligibility to receive water resources planning 
grants in the same manner as the other territories and the States. 

CosT, HtJDGF.T ACT CmrPLIANCE, AND INFLATIONARY IMPACT STATEMENT 

The additional public cost arising from the enactment of H.R. 11876 
would hot exceed $500,000 annually and would be limited to $248,000 . 
during fiscal year 1977. This is the committee's estimate as required in 
rule XIII of the Rules of the House. Since the additional authorization 
is limited, there will be no significant effect on the budget and the 
inflationary impact will be mini.mal.1 

1 Footnote is as follows : 

CoNGREsSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE-CosT EsTDUTE 

1. Bill' number: H.R. 11876. 
MARCH 30, 1976. 

2. Bill Htle: Amendments to the Water Resources Planning Act as amended. 
3. Purpose of bill: This bill increases from $1.5 milllon to $2 million the perman~>nt 

authorization for annual expenses of the Water Res<>nrces Connell in administering the 
Water ReBources Planning A<:t. The provisions of this act are also extended to the Ter­
rltorv of Guam. This Is an authorization bill thnt r<>qulres subsequent appropriation action. 

4. 'cost estimate: This bill increases by >~500,000 the annual amount that can be an­
thorized for administration of the Water Resources Planning Act. The 5-year costs of 
this bill w.ill be : 

Empenditure8 
500.000 
500,000 
500,000 
500.000 
500.000 ----

Total-------------------------------- 2,500,000 2,500,000 
5. Basis for estimate: This b11l Involves a straightforward Increase of $500,000 in the 

amount that can be authorized. Since this additional amount Is for administration 
expenditures are assumed to be the same as authorization levels. ' 

6. Estimate comparison: None. 
7. PreviouH CBO estimate: None. 
8. F.Rtimate prepared by: Leo J. Corbett (225-5275). 
9. Estimate approved by : 

J'AMES L. BLUM, 
Assistll'nt Director for Bud{jet Analysis. 

H.R. 983 

.. 

3 

OVERSIGHT STATEMENT 

The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs continues to exercise 
oversi~ht responsibilities in connection with the Water Resources 
Planrung Act. Public hearings were held on this proposed legislation 
prior to its being recommended to the House. No recommendations on 
this subject have been submitted to the committee from the Commit­
tee on Government Operations to be included in this ·report under 
rule XI, clause 2(1)(3) (D). 

Col\r:MITTEE RECOMMENDATION 

The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs. on the basis of a 
voice vote, recommends that H.R. 11876, as amended, be enacted. 

ExEcUTIVE Co~nru:NlCATION 

An executive communication from the Chairman of the Water Re­
sources Council, which transmitted draft legislation, is set forth in 
full below: 

U.S. WATER REsoURcEs CouNciL, 
lV ashington, D.O., February 5, 1976. 

lion. CARL ALBERT, 
Speaker of the HOU8e of Representatives, 
lV asking ton, D .0. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Enclosed is a bill to amend the \Vater Resources 
Planning Act of 1965 (Public Law 89-:-80) to provide for authoriza­
tion of appropriations without limitation for expenses in administer­
ing the act. This amendment is necessary to support the President's 
fiscal year 1977 appropriations request which exceeds the current au­
thorization limitation. 

The Office of Management and Budget advises that this bill is con­
sistent with the administration's objectives. 

Sincerely yours, 

Enclosure. 
THOMAS S. KLEPPE, Chairman. 

A BILL To Amend the Water Resources Planning Act (79 Stat. 244) 
as amended 

Be it encwted by the Senate and House of Representati1.,68 
of the United States of Ameriea in Congress assembled, That 
the \Vater Resources Planning Act of 1965 (79 Stat. 214. as 
amended) is hereby further amended by deleting in section 
401 (b) the words "not to exceed $1,500.000" and insertino· in 
lieu thereof the words "such sums as are necessary". "' 

CHANGES IN ExisTING LAw 

In compliance with clause 3 of rule XHI of the Rules of the Honse 
of Representatives, changes in e~is~ing law made by the bilL as r~­
ported, are shown as follows ( ex1stmg law proposed to be omitted is 
enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italic existilw Jaw 
in which no change is proposed is shown in roman) : ' "' 

AcT oF JULY 22, 1965 (79 STAT. 244) 

* * * * * 
H.R. 983 
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SEc. 306. For the purpose of this title the term "State" means a State, 
the District of Columbia, Puerto.Rico, [or the Virgin Islands] tke Vir­
gin Islands, or Guarn. 

* * * * * * * 
SEc. 401. There are authorized to be appropri~.J,ted to th~ Water 

Resources Council : 
(a) Not to e~ceed $6,000,000 annu!),lly for the Federal share of 

the expenses of administration and operation of river basin com­
missions, including salaries and expenses of the chairmen, but not 
including funds authorized by subsection (c) :below: Provided, 
That not more than $750,000 annually shall be available under this 
subsection for any single river basin commission; 

{b) [Not to exceed $1,500y()00] Not to ewceed $'2,000,000 annu­
ally for the expenses of the Water Resources Council in adminis­
tering this Act, not including funds authorized by subsection (c) 
below; 

(c) Not to exceed $3,500,000 ·annually for fiscal years 197 4 and 
1975 for preparation of assessments, and for directing and coordi­
nating the preparation of sueh regional or river basin plans as 
the Council determines ~.J,re necessary and desirable in carrying out 
the policy of this Act: Provided, That not more than $2~500,000 
shall be available under this subsection for the preparation of 
assessments: Provided further, That the Council m1.1.y transfer 
funds authorized l;>y this subsection to river basin commissions r.nd 
to Federal and State agencies upon such terms and conditions as 
it determines are necessary and desirable to carry out the above 
functions in an economical, efficient, 1.1.nd timely manner, and tha.t 
such commissions and agencies are hereby authorized to receive 
and expend such funds pursuant to this subsection. 

0 

H.R. 983 



94TH CoNGRESS 
fdd Session } SENATE 

Calendar No. 726 
{ REPORT 

No. 94-768 

AMENDING THE WATER RESOURCES PLANNING ACT 
(79 STAT. 244} AS AMENDED 

APRIL 29, 1976.-0rdered to be printed 

Mr. METCALF, from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
[To accompany H.R. 11876] 

The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to which was re­
ferred the act (H.R. 11876}, to amend the Water Resources Planning 
Act (79 Stat. 244) as amende-d, having considered the same, reports 
favorably thereon without amendment and recommends that the act 
do pass. 

PuRPOSE OF LEGISLATION 

The purpose of this act is to increase the amount authorized 1:<> be 
appropriated for expenses of the Water Resources Council in admin­
istering the Water Resources Planning Act and to add the Territory 
of Guam for eligibility to receive water planning grants under title 
III of the act. 

BACKGROUND AND NEED 

The Water Resources Planning Act (79 Stat. 244) established that it 
is the policy of the Congress to encourage the conservation, develop­
ment and utilization of water and related land resources of the United 
States on a comprehensive and coordinated basis by all levels of gov­
ernment and the private sector. Title I of the act established the Water 
Resources Council; title II authorized the establishment and set forth 
the purposes of River Basin Commission: title III authorized a pro­
gram of financial assistance to the States for water related planning. 

Section 401 of the vVater Resources Planning Act, as amended, 
established limitations on the amount authorized to be appropriated 
for the various activities of the 'Vater Resources Council as follows: 

(1) The Federal share of funding river basin commissions-$6 
million annually; 

57-010 

' 



2 

( 2) expenses of the Council in administering the act-$1,500,000 
,an:rmally; and 

(3)-a total of $10 million :for fiscal years 1976 and 1977 for prep~ 
aration of assessments and coordinating preparation of river basm 
plans. 

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 

H.R. 11876 was introduced, by request, by Congressman ~arold 
Johnson and others. The bill passed the Honse o:f Representatives on 
April 5, 1976, and was forwarded to the Senate on April 6, 1976. 

CoMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIO~ 

The Senate Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, in open busi­
ness session on April 28, 1976, by unanimous vote of a quorum present 
recommends that the Senate pass H.R. 11876. 

CosTs AND BuDGETARY CoxsmER.,\TIONS 

The additional public cost arising from the enactment o£ H.R. 11876· 
would not exceed $500,000 annually and would be limited to $248,000 
during fiscal year 1977. As required by the IA~gislative Reorganization 
Act of 1970, as amended, the Committee's estimate o£ the cost of 
carrying out the proposed measure (H.R. 11876) :for the 5 fiscal 
years beginning with the fiseal year 1977 is as follows: 

Authorization 
levels Expenditures 

$248, 000 
500,000 
500,000 
500,000 
500,000 

$248,000 
500,000 
500,000 
500,000 
500, OGO• 

Total............................................................................ 2, 248,000 2, 248,000 

This estimate is based upon an increase of $500,000 in authorizations 
and since this additional amount is for administration, expenditures 
can be assumed to be the same as authorization levels. 

ExECUTIVE Co':\nrUNICATIONS 

An executive communication from the Chairman of the \Vater Re­
sources Council, which transmitted draft legislation, is set forth below.:. 

U.S. \VATER RESOURCES CouNCIL, 
lV asMington, D.C., Februal"'J 5, 1976. 

Ron. NELSON A. RocKEFELLER, · 
Pre8ident of the Benate, 
lV ashington, D.O. 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: Enclosed is a bill to amend the 'Vater Re­
sources Planning Act of 1965 (Public Law 89-80) to provide for 
authorization of appropriations without limitation for expenses in 
administering the act. This amendment is necessary to support the, 

S.R. 768 

• 

3 

President's fiscal year 1977 appropriations request which exceeds the 
current authorization limitation. 
· 'The Office of Management and :Budget advises that this bill is con~ 
sistent 1vith the administration's objectives. · 

. Sincerely yours, · · 
THOMAS s. KLEPPE, 

Chairman. 
[Enclosure.] 

A Bill To Amend tbe \Vater Resources Planning Act 
(79 Stat. 244) as amended 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatimes 
of the United State8 of America in Congress assembled, That 
the ·water Resources Planning Act of 1965 (79 Stat. 244, as 
amended) is hereby further amended by deletin~ in section 
401 (b) the words "not to exceed $1,500,000" and mserting in 
lieu thereof the words "such sums as are necessary". 

CHANGES IN ExisTING LAw 

In accordance with subsection ( 4) o:f rule XXIX of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, changes in existing law recommended bv the bill 
accompanying this report are shown as follows (deleted matter is 
shown in black brackets and new matter is printed in italic; and exist­
ing law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman): 

• 

.. WATER RESOURCES PLANNING ACT OF 1965 

(75 Stat. 244, as Amended) 

* * * * * 
S:gc. 306. For the purpose of this title the term "State" means a 

State, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, [or the Virgin Islands] 
the Virgin Islands, or Guam. 

* * * * * * * 
SEc. 401. There are authorized to be appropriated to the 'Vater 

Resources Council : 
(a) Not to exceed $6,000,000 annually for the Federal share of 

the expenses of administration and operation of river basin com­
missions, including salaries and expenses of the chairmen. but not 
including funds authorized by subsection (c) below: Provided, 
That not more than $750,000 annually shall be available under this 
subsection for any single river basin commission; 

(b) [Not to exceed $1,500.000] Not to e>JJceed $2.000.000 annu­
ally for the expenses of the vVater Resources Council in adminis­
tering this Act, not including :funds authorized by subsection (c) 
below; 

(c) Not to exceed $3,500,000 annually for fiscal years 1974 and 
1975 for preparation of assessments, and for directing and coordi­
nating the preparation of such regional or river basin plans as 

S.R. 768 
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the Council determines are necessary and desirable in carrying out 
the folicy of this Act: Provided, That not more than $2,500,000 
shal be available under this subsection for the preparation of 
assessments : Provided ju'l'ther, That the Council may transfer 
funds authorized by this subsection to river basin commissions and 
to Federal and State agencies upon such terms and conditions as 
it determines are necessary and desirable to carry out the above 
functions in an economical, efficient, and timely manner, and that 
such commissions and agencies are hereby authorized to receive 
and expend such funds pursuant to this subsection. 

0 

S.R. 768 



H. R. 11876 

J\incQtfourth «rongro;s of the li.nitcd ~tatcs of 2lmaica 
AT THE SECOND SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the nineteenth day of January, 
one thousand nine hundred and seventy-six 

Sln 5lct 
'l'o amend the Water Resources Planning Act ( 79 Stat. 244} as amended. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Water 
Resources Planning Act of 1965 (79 Stat. 244, as amended) is hereby 
further amended by deleting, in section 401(b), the words "not to 
exceed $1,500,000" and inserting in lieu thereof the words "not to 
exceed $-2,000,000". 

SEo. 2. Section 306 of the Water Resources Planning Act (711 Stat. 
244, 253; 42 U.S. C. 1962c-5) is amended by deleting "or the Virgin 
Islands.'' and interesting in lieu thereof "the Virgin Islands or Guam.". 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Vice President of the United States and 
Presidmtt of the Se'IUlte. 

' 
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