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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

APR 12 176

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Enrolled Bill S. 2920 - Thomas Jefferson Building
Sponsor - Sen. Cannon (D) Nevada

Last Day for Action

Special circumstances suggest that bill be signed on Tuesday,
April 13.

Purgose

To rename the Library of Congress Annex the Library of Congress
Thomas Jefferson Building.

Agency Recommendations

Office of Management and Budget Approval
Library of Congress Approval (Informally)
Discussion

Most of the books in the Library of Congress were destroyed

when the British burned the Capitol on August 24, 1814, during

the War of 1812, Thomas Jefferson, then living in retirement

in Monticello, offered his personal library of more than 6,500
volumes to the Congress in order to begin rebuilding the Library's
collection, The act to purchase his library was approved on
January 30, 1815.

S. 2920 would honor Jefferson's role in the development of the
Library of Congress by renaming the Library of Congress Annex
the "Library of Congress Thomas Jefferson Building."
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Since Tuesday, April 13, is the 233rd anniversary of the birth
of Thomas Jefferson, we recommend that you approve this bill

on that day.
/5;Lzooqa7~>77‘ ‘czﬁjjf
Assistant Director

for Legislative Reference

Enclosures



THE WHITE HOUSE

WaSHINGTON
Apr. 12, 1976

 MEMORANDUM FOR: JIM CAVANAUGH
FROM:. o MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF M/ 6
SUBJECT : H.R. 2920 - Thos. Jeff. Bldg.

The Office of Legislative Affairs concurs with the agencies

that the subject bill be signed.

Attachments
























THE WHITE HOUSE

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASHINGTON LOG NO.:

Dah:April 12 Time: 505pm
Jack Marsh ,

FOR ACTION: Max Friedersdorf cc (for information): Jim Cavanaugh
Ken lLazarus Ed Schmults

Milt Mitler o~
Sarah Massengale

FROM ‘f'HE STAFF SECRETARY '

DUE: Date: April 12 Time: asap

SUBJECT:

H.R. 2920 - Thomas Jefferson Building

ACTION REQUESTED:

For Your Recommendations

. For Necessary Action

e Prepare Agenda and Brief Draft Reply

% For Your Comments - Draft Remarks

REMARKS:

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing

C_\@IUCU A‘,

7

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED.

If you have eny questions or if you anticipate a
delay in submitting the required material, please eSS M, Couron
telephone the Staff Secretary immediately. : For tha Pros



THE WHITE HOUSE

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASHINGTON LOG NO.:

Date: ) nril 12 Time:  5455n
Jack Marsh

FOR ACTION: Max Friedersdorf cc (for information): Jim Cavanaugh
Ken Lazarus Ed Schmults

Milt Mitler
Sarah Massengale\///

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY

DUE: Date: April 12 * Time: asap

SUBJECT:
H.R. 2920 - Thomas Jefferson Building

ACTION REQUESTED:

For Your Recommendations

For Necessary Action

Draft Reply

— Prepare Agenda and Brief
- X For Your Coraments . Draft Remarks

REMARKS:

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing

/\M .
e

'

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED.

If you have any questions or if you anticipate a
delay in submitting the required material, please Jiags
telephone tha Staff Secretary immediately. ‘ For the ;






94t CONGRESS
2D SESSION S 2 9 2 O
™

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

FEBrUARY 3,1976

Mr. Can~on introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred
to the Committee on Rules and Administration

A BILL

To name the building known as the Library of Congress Annex
to be the Library of Congress Thomas Jefferson Building.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
9 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
3 That the building in the block bounded by East Capitol
4 Street, Second Street Southeast, Third Street Southeast, and
5 Pennsylvania Avenue Southeast, in the District of Columbia
6 (commonly known as the Library of Congress Annex), shall
7 hereafter be known and designated as the “Library of Con-
8 gress Thomas Jefferson Building”. Any reference in a law,
9 map, regulation, document, record, or other paper of the
10 United States to such building shall be held to be a reference

11 to the Library of Congress Thomas Jefferson Building.
II



Haasse - S, 2020
A BILL

To name the building known as the Library of
Congress Annex to be the Library of Con-
gress Thomas Jefferson Building.

By Mr. Can~on

Fesrvagy 3, 1976

Read twice and referred to the Committee on Rules
and Administration



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

4/12/76

TO: JAMES CAVANAUGH

Rob%aer




R . Calendar No. 687
94t CoNgRESS } -7 SENATE | { . __ Reporr
2d Session : R . ""No. 94-719

DESIGNATING THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS ANNEX AS
THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS THOMAS JEFFERSON
BUILDING | R

Marc 80, 1976.—Ordered to be printed

Mr, Cax~ox, from the Committee V‘or‘l Rules and Administration,
submitted the following

REPORT
[To accompany S. 20201 -

The Committee on Rules and Administration, to which was re-
ferred the bill (S. 2920) to name the building known as the Library
of Congress Annex to be the Library of Congress Thomas Jefferson
Building, having considered the same, reports favorably thereon with-
out amendment and recommends thatthe billdopass. .. .. =

S. 2920 would redesignate the present Library of Congress Annex
Building as the Library of Congress Thomas Jefféerson Building.

Specifically, the bill would provide that the building in the block
bounded by East Capitol Street, Second Street Southeast, Third Street
Southeast, and Pennsylvania Avenue Southeast, in the District of
Columbia {commonly known as the Library of Congress Annex), here-
after be known and designated as the “Library of Congress Thomas
Jefferson Building.” Any reference in a law, map, regulation, docu-
ment, record, or other paper of the United States to such building
would be held to be a reference to the Library of Congress Thomas
Jefferson Building, S S

In his statement of February 3, 1976, on the Senate floor when he
introduced S. 2920, Senator Howard W. Cannon expressed justifica-

tion for the measure as follows: - A
Mr. CaxnoN. Mr. President, I am today introducing 1e,’g’is~
lation to designate the Library of Congress Annex Building

on Second Street, between Pennsylvania Awvenue and East
Capitol, the Library of Con%[gess Thomas Jefferson Building.

- I1think it can be said that Thomas Jefferson’s vision shaped
what was to become one of the greatest libraries in the world.

I can think of no more fitting Bicentennial commemoration

57-010 -
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" 4o hetior Jefferson than to recognize his role in the develop-
ment of the collections of the Library of Congress, -

‘We all remember President John Kennedy’s toast to_a.u “

gathering of Nobel prize winners at the White House. He
said : :

“T think this is the most extraordinary collection of talent,
of human knowledge, that has ever been gathered together at
the White House, with the possible exception of when Thomas
Jefferson dined alone.” ,

Nowhere was there better evidence of Jefferson’s knrowledge

and wide-ranging interests than in his personal lLibrary,

which he so carefully cultivated.

The fact that books from the Congress 14-year-old library
were used to fuel the flames when the British burned the Cap-
itol on August 24, 1814, has played an important part in the
history of the Library of Congress and in its unique relation-
ship to our third President. Jefferson in September 1814, then
living in retirement in Monticello, wrote to his old friend
Samuel Harrison Smith, founder of the National Intelli-
gencer, stating that it would “be among the early objects of
Congress to recommence their coltection.” He considered that
this would “be difficult while the war continues, and inter-
course with Europe is attended with so much risk.” On the
other hand there was his personal library in which he had
“been 50 years making,” and had “spared no pains, oppor-
tunity or expense to make it what it is.” He had put together

. “cverything which related to. America, and indeed whatever -
" _was rare and valuable in every science.” In his letter he stated

__that he bad long thought that. his library “ought not to con-

o _tinue private property” and had provided that at his death
"‘Gong'ress”sl‘loulci have ‘the first refusal of it at their own

.price.” However, because of the loss that Congress had in-
currod he aled.of M. Soih “the tender of it ta the Libeary

_of Congress.” "

L Incmcludlnghisletterhesm&of his librazy : -
.. 4T do nat know that it-contains any branch of science which-

" Congress would wish to exclude from their collection; there
i%,in fact ne subject to which a Member of Congress may not, . -

i T - B

_'have oceasion to refer.”
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" “Certainly, trése. words wers. prophetic, Congress acted and
L OR .;Ianuaxy7 30, 1815, the act to purchase this coleetion of e

. h

more than 6,500 volumes was approved.

. Thus the Library of Congress hacame a library with col-
. ITections universal in scope. Today- these. collections, which
were built on Jefferson’s Iibrary, total:over 70. million items - -

“The Estéx Rbgister in commenting on this purchase suid :
~ %% 15 art honourto owr country to say, that when'a national
cotléction was destroyed; the private Library of a President
muldsula%iyfits»'phee. . Néeitcumstance ‘could be. better
united with out patriotism, and in ‘the histéhpﬂ the Library
weshallmeverlost this pleasing recolestion.” =~ 7

and are preeminent in the world.

S.R. 719
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'The naming, in this Bicentennial Year, of the Annex Build-
inE as the Eabrary of Congress Themas Jefferson Building
gi; Ill enmsure that this important link to our past will never

Letters in support of S. 29920, addressed to Senator Howard W.
Cannon, chairman, Senate Committee on Rules and Administration,
by Daniel J. Boorstin, Librarian of Congress and by Congresswoman
Lindy Boggs, chairman, and Senator E: ward W. Brooke, vice chaix-
man, Jaint Committee on Arrangements for Commemoration of the
Bicentennial, are as follows: ‘

Tar Lmrarian oF CONGRESS,
Washington, D.C., March 25,1976.
Hon. Howarp W. Caxnon,
Chairman, Senate Committee on Rules and Administration,
Waskington, D.C, '

Dzan Sexazor Caxxon: This is in response to your request for the
Library’s views with respect to S. 2920, a bill to name the building
known as the Library of Congress Annex the Library of Congress
Thomas Jefferson Building.

The Library of Congress considers it a fitting bicentennial com-
memoration to honor Jefferson by naming the Annex Building the
Thomas Jefferson Building. This would, we believe, give recognition
to Thomas Jefferson as the founder of the present great collection of
the Library of Congress. It was his library, purchased by Congress
in 1815 for the Library of Congress, that formed the nucleus of the
present-day Library, which now has over 70 million items in its
collections.

Should this legislation be enacted, the Library of Congress would
mark the renaming in a ceremony unveiling a plaque in front of the
Annex and in a half-day symposium at the Library on the role of
Thomas Jefferson as a bookman, on his library as the basis of the
Library of Congress, and on the Library’s present role in American
life. The ceremony would also honor all libraries in the country during-
this centennial year of the American Library Association.

We urge the enactment of this legislation to honor Thomas Jeffer--
son for his role in the development of the Library of Congress.

Sincerely yours,
Daxien J. BoorsTin,
Librarian of Congress.

Coxgress oF THE UNITED STATES,
JoiNT COMMITTEE ON ARRANGEMENTS
ForR COMMEMORATION OF THE DBICENTENNIAL,
Washington, D.C., March 23, 1976.
Hon. Howarp W. Cannox,
Chairman, Senate Committee on Rules and Administration,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Cuarrmax: The Joint Committee on Arrangements is
planning appropriate ceremonies to commemorate the birthday of
Thomas Jefferson, on April 13. A joint meeting of the Congress is
planned, and it is our hope that the President, at ceremonies at the.

S.R. 719
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Jefferson Memorial, will sign the bill, S. 2920, which is now before
your, committee. ‘The bill would designate the Library of Congress
Annex as, the Library of Congress Thomas Jefferson Building.

The joint committee has also endorsed House Joint Resolution 670
designating April 18 “Thomas Jefferson Day.” This would require the
President to issue a proclamation calling for appropriate ceremonies

and activities. S .
* The passage of both these items as soon as possible would greatly
increase the interest in the contributions of this great American, and
draw national attention to the related ceremonies. It is our hope that

your committee will act on S. 2920 so that proper tribute can be

planned for the morning of April 18, -
- Sincerely, ‘ o
~ Lanpy (Mrs. Hale) Bocas,
- Chairman.
Epwarp W. Brookg, =
3 Vice Chairman.

o T

S.R. 719



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE | APRIL 13, 1976

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY

THE WHITE HOUSE

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT
UPON SIGNING
S. 2920 AND H.J. RES 670
TWO BILLS HONORING THOMAS JEFFERSON
AND
COMMEMORATING THE BRIRTH OF THOMAS JEFFERSON

THE THOMAS JEFFERSON MEMORIAL

12:20 P.M. EST

Secretary Kleppe, Captain Barnes, distinguished
guests == including the fine choir from the College of
William and Mary, Thomas Jefferson's alma mater -- ladies
and gentlemen:

Today we pay tribute to Thomas Jefferson. Two
hundred years of American history have produced no man whose
achievements are better known. In his own epitaph he cited
just three ~- author of the Declaration of American Indepen=-
dence, author of the Statute of Virginia for Religious Freedom
and father of the University of Virginia.

Had those been only his basic accomplishment, he
would have earned his place in historv, and our unyielding
gratitude, but we know Jefferson in other ways as well. We know
the character of the man who embodied our national heritage
by encompassing the spirit of pioneer. and aristocrat, American
and world citizen, the values of nature and the values of
civilization.

In politics, we know him as a lawyer and as a legis-
lator, as a member of the Continental Congress, Ambassador
to France, our nation's third President, and its first
Secretary of State. In our national life, we know him as a

scientist and agronomist, as an artist, architect and
inventor.

Thomas Jefferson's achievements range from our
decimal system of coinage to the great area of our nation
itself, which he doubled through the Louisiana Purchase.
But, Thomas Jefferson' contributions to our nation's history
is far, far more than the sum of these diverse accomplish-
ments., The very range of his interests has heightened
his impact on later generations.

MORE
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It is a quirk of history that Thomas Jefferson
and John Adams, both signers of the Declaration of Independence,
died on July 4, 1826, 50 years to the day of its adoption.
John Adams last words were "Jefferson still lives." History
shows Adams was wrong because Jefferson had died a mere five
hours earlier, but history also has confirmed Adams words
because Thomas Jefferson lives in each of us.

We are all his successors, and it is up to us, not
history, to see that Jefferson's faith survives. Great
citizens and their great thoughts are not just for their
own time, but forever, Jefferson's true importance lies in
the fact that he continues to speak of the American exper-
ience,

In every generation, Americans have turned to
Jefferson for comfort and inspiration. They have found new
meanings, often conflicting meanings, in his words. 1In
their search for Jefferson's spirit, Americans have sought
themselves. To Abraham Lincoln, the principles of Jefferson
were the definitions and axioms of free society, a society
he was strugeling to preserve, and Lincoln, the Great
Emancipator, gave those principles new significance.

Three generations later, another great American
leader, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, locked in another war
for freedom, dedicated this memorial as a shrine to freedom.
On the 200th anniversary of Jefferson's birth, he called for
a commitment to Jefferson's cause not by words alone, but
by sacrifice, In this 200th year of the nation Jefferson
helped to found, it seems our America has changed so much
that when we compare it with Jefferson's America, the
differences are more striking than the similarities.

We are no longer a young, isolated, agricultural
natinn but an industrial giant in a nuclear age. Thomas
Jefferson would have been the first to recognize that
different times demands different policies. He stressed
that the earth belongs always to the living generation. In
our Bicentennial year, we turn once again to Jefferson's
words and find them surprisingly modern.

Jefferson's principle of limited Government,
his concern about excessive centralization of Governmental
power at the expense of State and local responsibility,
and individual freedom are as much a part of the debate of
1976 as they were in 1776.

I believe thatin this debate the wisdom and the
philosophy of Jefferson will prevail. We find he believed
that not every difference of opinion is a difference of
principle and that he tolerated error in the confidence that
truth would triumph.

MORE
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Jefferson was a fervent believer in freedom of
the press. Although harshly attacked and often vilified,
he maintained an unfettered press was essential to American
freedom. We find the meaning of democracy in his immortal
words, that "Though the will of the majority is in all
cases to prevail, that will to be rightful must be reason-
able, that the minority possess their equal rights, which
equal laws must protect.,"”

We find he put his trust in the people whom he
believed to be basically moderate, patriotic and freedom-
loving, and we find above all else his love for freedom
and independence. Today, we recognize this in two
symbolic gestures.

Jefferson's belief in the freedom and independence
of the human mind we honor today by an Act of Congress
which names one building of the Library of Congress after
him, and Jefferson's belief in the freedom and independence
of the American people we honor today by an Act of Congres
which designates today as Thomas Jefferson Day.

I believe as we move into our third century of
independence there will be an even greater emphasis by our
people to find ways and means to meet our needs while
limiting the role of Government in the classical Jefferson
sense. I 'see the third century of American independence
as a century of individualism.

I see it as a century of personal achievement
and fulfillment for all Americans. Let us honor Thomas
Jefferson this year and throughout the the next century
of our independence by weaving into our national 1life the
qualities, the talents and the ideals which were the warp
-and woof of his.

Let us practice the responsible individualism
and thereby pay tribute to the man we commemorate here.
Let us dedicate ourselves to achievement so that we may
make this country ‘what it has the potential to be., Let
us maintain for America its rightful place of leadership
in the councils of nations of the world,

Let us extend the boundaries of human freedom
here at home and beyond our shores. Let us accept and
discharge the responsibilities as a people upon whom
providence has bestowed so much. Let us be enlightened
as a nation with appreciation for learning, for reason
and for justice for all our people.

In this way, my fellow Americans, we chall pay
honor to the man from Monticello.

MORE
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It is now my honor to sign two pieces of legis-
lation relating to Thomas Jefferson, I would like to ask
the Members of Congress present to join me at the signing
table.

It is now my pleasure to sign House Joint Reso-
lution 670, designating April 13 as Thomas Jefferson
Day. Representative Bob McClory was the principal sponsor,
and so as I sign this, I will give him this pen and we will
distribute the others.

Now it is my honor to sign S. 2920, the legis-
lation which officially designates the Library of Congress
Annex as the Library of Congress Thomas Jefferson Building,
I think on this occasion it would be appropriate to give
this pen to the senior Senator from Virginia, the Honorable
Harry Byrd.

Thank you.
END (AT 12:32 P.M. EST)





