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MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 8, 1976 

THE PRES~ 

JIM CANNO~ 

ACTION 

Last Day: April 16 

H.R. 1466 - To convey certain 
federally-owned land to the 
Twenty-nine Palms Park and 
Recreation District 

Attached for your consideration is H.R. 1466, sponsored 
by Representative Pettis, which conveys approximately 
one acre of land owned by the United States to the 
Twenty-nine Palms Park and Recreation District, 
California. The enrolled bill provides that the land 
shall be used only as an Indian cemetery and historical 
museum site for the public or title shall revert to 
the United States. 

Additional information is provided in OMB's enrolled 
bill report at Tab A. 

OMB, Max Friedersdorf, Counsel's Office (Lazarus), Ted 
Marrs and I recommend approval of the enrolled bill. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign H.R. 1466 at Tab B. 

Digitized from Box 42 of the White House Records Office Legislation Case Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

APR 7 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Enrolled Bill H.R. 1466 - To convey certain 
federally-owned land to the Twenty-nine 
Palms Park and Recreation District 

Sponsor - Rep. Pettis (R) California 

Last Day for Action 

April 16, 1976 - Friday 

Purpose 

To convey certain federally-owned land in Twenty-nine 
Palms, California, administered by the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, to the Twenty-nine Palms Park and 
Recreation District to be used only as an Indian 
cemetery and historic museum site for the public. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget Approval 

Department of the Interior Approval 

Discussion 

The enrolled bill conveys approximately one acre of 
land owned by the United States in Twenty-nine Palms, 
California, a cemetery for Indians of the Twenty-nine 
Band of Mission Indians, to the town's Park and 
Recreation District in order to preserve the cemetery 
site with its historical significance. Because 
this Indian Band neither lives in the area nor has 
the means to maintain the cemetery, it desires to 
have this sacred burial ground conveyed to the local 
government to protect it from any adverse use. 
H.R. 1466 provides that the land shall be used only 
as an Indian cemetery and historical museum site 
for the public or title shall revert to the United 
States. 
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In its letter, the Department of the Interior states: 

"In order to protect this cemetery 
site and its historical significance, 
we recommend that the enrolled bill 
be approved." 

Enclosure 

c h. 0 a-"'-'-1 
Assistant Directof for 
Legislative Reference 



-· 

United States Department of the Interior 

Dear Mr. Lynn: 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

APR 5 1976 

This responds to your request for our views on enrolled bill H.R. 1466, 
"To convey certain federally owned land to the Twentynine Palms Park and 
Recreation District.u 

We recommend that the President approve the enrolled bill. 

As enrolled, H.R. 1466 conveys one acre of land, more or less, located 
in the small town of Twenty-nine Palms, California, to the Twenty-nine 
Palms Park and Recreation District. This parcel was set aside over 60 
years ago as a cemetery for Indians of the Twenty-nine Palms Band of 
Mission Indians. The cemetery contains remains of the ancestors of the 
Twenty-nine Palms members having Chemehuevi blood. 

Under section 2, the land conveyed by the bill shall be used only as an 
Indian cemetery and historical museum site for the public, or else title 
shall revert to the United States Government. 

In 1911, under the authority of the Act of January 12, 1891 (26 Stat. 712), 
for the relief of the Mission Indians in the State of California, the 
United States purchased the property by warranty deed from the Southern 
Pacific Railroad Company. The deed shows $5.00 as the purchase price. 
This land is presently administered by the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

The Twenty-nine Palms Band of Mission Indians is not located in the 
area, and does not have the means to maintain the cemetery plot; 
therefore, the band is in favor of conveyance of the cemetery to the 
Twenty-nine Palms Park and Recreation District so that the cemetery may 
be preserved. This district is a political subdivision of the local 
government and has agreed to assume the responsibility for the cemetery. 
Upon conveyance of the tract, the Twenty-nine Palms Park and Recreation 
District plans to remove a stone house from private land and reconstruct 
the building on this site to be used as an Indian museum to preserve 
Indian artifacts. The site itself would be of historical interest to 
the general public and would be carefully preserved. 



The appraised value of the cemetery site is $500. Although the district 
is not in a position to expend any fUnds to purchase the site, if it 
received such land by conveyance it will beautifY the property and 
preserve its historical significance. 

The Indians' desire is to have this sacred burial ground of their 
ancestors protected from adverse use. In order to protect this cemetery 
site and its historical significance, we recommend that the enrolled 
bill be approved. 

Honorable James T. ~nn 
Director 
Office of Management and Budget 
Washington, D.C. 20503 

Sincerely yours, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASHINGTON LOG NO.: 

Date: APril 7 Time: 630pm 

FOR ACTION: s•okql!!a.Jiallpllreys ~ cc (for information): Jack Marsh 
~ax Friedersdorf~ Jim Cavanauqh 
Ken Lazarus~~~ J EEd Schmults 
Steve MCCOnabeyr----
Twd ii&!IPs 7""~~ ~ 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Da.te: April 9 

SUBJECT: 

Time: lOOOam 

H.R. 1466 - To convey certain federally-owned land 
to the 'l'wenty-nine Palms Park and Recreation District 

ACTION REQUFSTED: 

-- For Necessary Action 

-- Prepare Agenda and Brief 

X 
__ For Your Comments 

REMARI{S: 

--For Your Recommendations 

--Draft Reply 

--Draft Remarks 

Pleaae return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Winq 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you ha.ve a.ny questions or if you anticipate a. 
delay in submitting .the required material, pl~ 
telephone the Staff Secretary i~ia.tely. 

K. R. COLE, JR. 
For the President 



·/.:. U. 5. COVEi:NME.NT ?RH.JTINC OF'FIC£: 1~£9-339-1513 

--------------------------~.---

7 THE WHITE HOUSE 

ACTION I\IE~fORA:\"Dl'M 

Date: April 7 

FOR ACTION: Dick Parsons 
Max Friedersdox;L 
Ken Lazarus V 
Steve McConahey 
Ted Marrs 

FROM "fHE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Da.te: April 9 

SUBJECT: 

LOG NO.: 

Time: 630pm 

cc (£or information): Jack Marsh 

Jim Cavanaugh 
Ed Schmults 

Time: lOOOam 

H .. R. 1466 - To convey certain federally-owned land 
to the Twenty-nine Palms Park and Recreation District 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

For Necessary Action _· _For Your Recommendations 

Prepare Agenda and Brief Draft Reply 

X 
___ For Your Con-tments __ Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing 

No objection -- Ken Lazarus 4/8/76 . 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

Tt: •••.• 1. ---- . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

?-;' 
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ACTION ::VIK.\fORANDl'~f WASlll~C:TOS LOG NO.: 

Date: April 7 Time: 630pm 

FOR ACTION: Dick Parsons cc (for information): Jack Marsh 
Max Friedersdorf ~ Jim Cavanaugh 
Ken Lazarus ~ Ed Schmults 
Steve l-IcConahey 
Ted Marrs 

FROM THE ST3\FF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: ApriL ~~ Time: lOOOa.m.. 

SUBJECT: 

----~H~R. 1466 - To convey certain federally-owned land 
to the Twenty-nine Palms Park and Recreation District 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

__ For Necessary Action 

__ Prepare Agenda. and Brie£ 

X 
For Your Comments 

REMARKS: 

__ For Your Recommendations 

--Draft R3ply 

--· Dro.H Remarks 

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS H ! N :::3 - ':: '-. 

April 9, 1976 

NEMORANDUM FOR: JIM CAVANAUGH 

FROM: MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF .M./. v r 
SUBJECT: HR 1466 - To convey certain federally-owned land 

to the Twenty-nine Palms Park and Recreation Dist. 

The Office of Legislative Affairs concurs with the agencies 

that the subject bill be signed. 

Attachments 



~~ u.S. GOVErNMENT PRH~11NG OPFJC.E: t9E-9-339-156 

--------------------------~.---

7 THE WHITE HOUSE 

ACTION ~1E:\IORANDCM WAS!Il:>GTO~ LOG NO.: 

Date: April 7 

FOR ACTION: Dick Parsons 
Max Friedersdorf 
Ken Lazarus 
Steve McConal:).ey 
Ted Marrs V" 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE:· Date: April 9 

Time: 630pm 

cc (for information): Jack Marsh 
Jim Cavanaugh 
Ed Schmults 

Time: lOOOam 
--------------~----------------------

SUBJECT: 

H.R. 1466 - To convey certain federally-owned land 
to the Twenty-nine Palms Park and Recreation District 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

---For Necessary Action 

____ Prepare Agenda and Brief 

X 
___ For Your Comments 

REMARKS: 

___ For Your Recommendations 

--- Draft Reply 

~-· Draft Remarks 

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 



------------------------. --------------· 

THE WI-IITE HOUSE 

c:;· 
7 

ACTION ~IE'tdORANDl'~f W ,\ S l! l N c; T 0 ~ LOG NO.: 

Date: April 7 Time: 630pm 

FOR ACTION: Dick Parsons / 
Max Friedersdorf 
Ken Lazarus 

cc (for info:rmo.Hon): Jack Marsh 

Jim Cavanaugh 
Ed Schmults 

Steve McConahey 
Ted Marrs 

FROM THE STAFl:"' SECRETARY 

DUE: . Date: April 9 

SUBJECT: 

Time: lOOOam 

H,R. 1466 - To convey certain federally-owned land 
to the Twenty-nine Palms Park and Recreation District 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

For Necessary Action 

____ Prepare Agenda. a.nd Brie£ 

X 
___ For Your Comments 

REMARKS: 

__ For Your Recommendations 

__ D:a.ft Reply 

Dra.H Remarks 

~t-f. ~rfJ 
Please return to Judy Johns~, Ground Floor West Wing 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 



APR 7 1976 

MEt-10HANDUM FOR 'l'HE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Enrolled Bill H.R. 1466 - To convey certain 
federally-owned land to the Twenty-nine 
Palms Park and Recrea~ion District 

Sponsor - Rep. Pettis (R) California 

April 16, 1976 - Friday 

To convey certain federa1ly-owned land in Twenty-nine 
Palms, California, administered by the Bure~u of 
Indian Affairs, to the Twenty-nine Palms Park and 
Recreation District to be used only as an Indian 
cemetery and histo:r ic museum site for t:he public. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Hanagement and Budget Approval 

Department of 'che Interior Approval 

Discussion 

The enrolled bill conveys approximately one acre of 
land owned by t.hc: United ;; ta tes in 'Ivlenty-n ine Palms, 
California, a cemetery for Indians of the Twenty-nine 
Band of Mission Indians, to the town's Park and 
Recreation District in order to preserve the cemetery 
site with its historical significance. Because 
this Indian Band neither lives in the area nor has 
the means to maintain the cemetery, it desires to 
have this sacred burial ground convaycd to the local 
government to prot'2ct it f:rorn any ac3verse use. 
H.R. 146G provides that the land shall be used only 
as an Indian cemetery and historical museum site 
for the public or title shall revert to the United 
States. 



Calendar No. 697 
S)4TH CONGREss } 

~a Session 
SENATE { REPORT 

No. 94-729 

CONVEYING CERTAIN FEDERALLY OWNED LAND TO 
THE TWENTYNINE PALMS PARK AND RECREATION 
DISTRICT 

MARCH 31, 1976.-0rdered to be printed 

Mr. HAsKELL, from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
[To accompany H.R. 1466] 

The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to which was re
ferred the Act (H.R. 1466), to convey certain federally owned land to 
the Twentynine Palms Park and Recreation District, having consid
ered the same, reports favorably thereon without an amendment and 
recommends that the Act do pass. 

PURPOSE 

H.R. 1466 would convey approximately one acre of land, located in 
the town of Twentynine Palms, California, to the Twentynine Palms 
Park and Recreation District, a political subdivision of the local 
government. 

The bill would require that the tract be used only as a cemetery and 
historical museum site for the public. Use of the land for any other 
purpose would cause title to revert to the United States. 

BACKGROUND AND NEED 

The United States had purchased this one acre tract in 1911 by 
warranty deed from the Southern Pacific Railroad Company for a 
fee of $5.00 for use as a cemetery site for members of the Twentynine 
Palms Band of Mission Indians .. The cemetery contains remains of the 
ancestors of the Twentynine Palms members having Chemehuevi 
blood. The land is presently administered by the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs. 

The Twentynine Palms Band of Mission Indians is not loca.ted in 
the area, and does not have the means to maintain the cemetery plot. 

57--010 
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For this reason, .the band is in favor of havin~ the <?em~tery conveyed 
to ·the Twentynme Palms Park and Recreation Distnct m. order to 
preserve the cemetery from adverse use .. The district has agreed to 
assume responsibility for the cemetery. After the tract is conveyed to 
the Park and Recreation District, it plans to move a stone house from 
private land and reconstruct it on this historical site for use as an 
Indian museum to preserve Indian artifacts. 

The appraised value of the cemetery site is $500. According to the 
Department of the Interior, the Park and Recreation District is not 
in a position to purchase the site; however, if the District received the 
land by c.onv~yan?e, it _wo~ld undertake the beautify the property aJld 
preserve Its histoncal signrficance. 

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 

H.R. 1466 was introduced by the late Representative Jerry Pettis 
on J anua.ry 15, 1975, and passed the House on October 6, 1975. The 
Subcommittee on the Environment and Land Resources conducted a 
hearing ~n . this proposal on February 26, 1976. The Department of 
the InteriOr recommended the enactment of H.R. 1466; no opposition 
to the measure was expressed. 

Co:u:uiTTEE RECOMMENDATION 

~he Senat~ Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, in open 
busmess sessiOn on March 23, 1976, by unanimous vote of a 
quorum present, recommends that the Senate pass H.R. 1466, without 
amendment. 

CosT 

Enactment of H.R. 1466 will not result in any expediture of Fed
eral funds. 

ExECUTIVE Col\IMUNICATIONS 

The pertinent legislative reports of the Department of the Interior 
and the Office of Management and Budget setting forth Executive 
agency recommendations relating to H.R. 1466 are set forth below: 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE IN'l'ERIOR, 

Hon. HENRY M. JACKSON, 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, D.O., February 17,1976. 

Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, U.S. Senate 
Washington, D .0. ' 

pEAR 1\iR. CHAIRl\IAN : This responds to your request for the views of 
this Department on H.R. 1466 in the Senate, a bill "To convev certain 
federally owned land to the Twentynine Palms Park and Recreation 
District." 

We recommend that H.R.1466 be enacted. 
H.R. 1466 conveys one acre ofland1 more or less, located in the small 

town of Twentynine Palms, Califorma, to the Twentynine Palms Park 
and Recreation District. This parcel was set aside over 60 years ago as 
a cemetery for Indians of the Twentynine Palms Band of Mission In-

S.R. 729 
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dians. The ceme~ry contains remains of the ancestors of the Twenty
nine Palms members having Chemehuevi blood. 
. Under section 2, the land conveyed by the bill shall be used only as an 

Indian cemetery and historical museum site for the public, or else title 
shall revert to the United States Government. 
. In 1911, under the authority of the Act of January 12, 1891 (26 
Stat. 712), for the relief of the Mission Indians in the State of Cali~ 
fornia, the United Sta~es · pu~chased the property by waranty. deed 
from the Southern Pacific Railroad Company. Tho deed shows $5.00 
as the purc~ase pri9e. This land is presently administered by the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs. · 

The Twentynine Palms Band of Mission Indians is not located in 
the area, and does not have the means to maintain the cemetery plot; 
therefore2 the band is in favor of conveyance of the cemetery to the 
Twentymne Palms Park and Recreation District so that the cemetery 
may be preserved. This district is a political subdivision of the local 
government and has agreed to assume the responsibility for the ceme
tery. Upon conveyance of the tract, the Twentynine Palms Park and 
Recreation District plans to remove a stone house from private land 
and reconstruct the building on this site to be used as an Indian 
museum to preserve Indian artifacts. The site itself would be of his
torical intere~t to the general public and ~o~ld be carefully preserved. 

The appraised value of the cemetery site IS $500. Although the dis
trict is not in a position to expend any funds to purchase the site, if it 
received such land by conveyance it will beautify the property and pre
serve its historical significance. 

The Indians' desire is to have this sacred burial ground of their 
ancestors protected from adverse use. With respect to the wishes of 
the Band, and in order to protect this cemetery site and its historical 
significance, we recommend that H.R. 1466 be enacted. 

The Office of Management and Budget has advised that there is no 
objection to the presentation of this report from the standpoint of the 
Administration program. 

Sincerely yours, 
MoRRIS THOMPSON, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

ExECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT, 
OFFICE OF MANAGEl\IENT AND BUDGET, 

Hon. HENRYM. JACKSON, 
Washington, D.O., February ~7, 1976. 

Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
U.S. Senate, vVashington, D.O . 
. DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN : This is in response to your requests for the 

views of the Office of Management and Budget on the following bills: 
1. S. 101, a bill "To direct the Secretary of the Interior to convey 

certain lands in Geary County, Kansas, to Margaret G. More" (re
quested January 16, 1976) ; 

2. S. 155, a bill "To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to convey 
all right, title and interest of the United States in aJld to a tract of 
land located in Scotts Bluff County, Nebraska, to Robert L. Summer
ville of Scotts Bluff County, Nebraska" (requested January 23, 1976); 

S.R. 729 
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3. S. 301, a bill "Relating to lands in the Middle Rio Grande Con
servancy District, New Mexico" (requested July 31, 1975); 

4. S. 1365, a bill "To authorize the Secreta:ry of the Interior to con
vey to the city of Haines, Alaska, interests of the United States in 
certain lands" (requested June 12, 1975); · 

5. S. 2004, a hill "To eliminate a restriction on use of certain lands 
patented to the eity of Hobart, Kiowa County, Oklahoma" (requested 
January 23, 1976); 

6. S. 2286, a bill "To amend the Act of June 9,1906, to provide for a 
description of certain lands to be conveyed by the United States to the 
city of Albuquerque, New Mexico" (requested January 23, 1976); 

7. S. 2798, a bill "For the relief of the city of Yakutat, Alaska" 
(requested January 23, 1976); 

8. S. 2837, a bill "To amend the Act of August 30, 1890, to except a 
tract of ground located in Carbon County, \Vyoming, from its restric
tions" (requested January 23, 1976); and, 

9. H.R. 4941L an Act "For the rehef of Oscar H. Barnett" (requested 
January 23, 197'6). 

The Office of Management and Budget concurs in the views of the 
Department of the Interior in its reports on these bills, and accord
ingly: (a) we oppose the enactment of S. 101, S. 155, S. 301, and 
S. 2837; (b) we have no objection to the enactment of S. 1365 and 
S. 2286 if amended as suggested by the Department; (c) we oppose 
the enactment of S. 2004 and S. 2798, although we have no objection 
to enactment of the Department's substitute bills; and, (d) we recom
mend the enactment of H.R. 4941. 

Sincerely yours, 
JAMES :M. FREY, 

AsBiBtant Di'i'eeto'i' for Legislative Reference. 

CHANGES IN ExrsTING LA 'v 

In compliance with subsection 4 of rule XXIX of the Standing 
Rules o£ the Senate, the Committee not~s that no changes in existing 
law are made by H.R. 1466, as reported. 

0 

S.R. 729 



94TH CoNGRESS} HOUSE OF HEPRESENTATIVES { REPORT 
1st Session No. 94-477 

CONVEYING CERTAIN FEDERALLY OWNED LAND TO 
THE TWENTY-NINE PALMS PARK AND RECREATION 
DISTRICT 

SEPTEMBER 15, 1975.-Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
State of the Union and ordered to be printed 

Mr. HALEY, :from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
[To accompany H.R. 1466] 

The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom was re
ferred the bill (H.R. 1466) To convey certain :federally owned land to 
the Twenty-nine Palms Park and Recreation District, having consid
ered the same, report :favorably thereon without amendment ·and rec
ommend that the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE 

The purpose o£ H.R. 1466, which was introduced by the late Mr. 
Pettis, is to convey certain :federally-owned land in Twenty-nine 
Palms, California, to the Twenty-nine Palms Park and Recreation 
District. 

UACKGROUND 

In 1911, under the authority or the Acto£ June 12, 1891 (26 Stat. 
712), the United States acquired a one-acre parcel o£ land :from the 
Southern Pacific Railroad :for the relief o£ the Mission Indians of 
California. This parcel was set aside as a cemetery :for the Twenty-nine 
Palms Band o£ Indians over 60 years ago and contains unmarked 
gravef'?ites apd remains of their ancestors,but the Twenty-nine Palms 
group does not live in the area and finds is difficult to maintain the 
property; consequently, the tribe :favors the conveyance o:f the site to 
the Twenty-nine Palms Park and Recreation District. 

The Recreation District has agreed to accept responsibility for the 
maintenance of the. cemetery_ a,nd ~~ll. pres~rve its. historical. and cul
tural values, Present plansr-:for the are!!, include the location of a small 
museum on the side: Unaet' the terms ofth-e bill, the land will revert to 
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the TTnited States unlPss it continues to be used as an Indian cemetery 
and historical museum site. ., 

SECTION-BY-SECTIO='< ANALYSiS 

; · Section 1 conveys all title and interest of the United States in a one
acre parcel of land located in Twenty-nine Palms, California, (exact 
description in bill) to the Twenty-nine Palms Park and Recreation 
District. 

Seetion 2 restricts use of land conveyed by the Act to an Indian 
cemetery and historical museum for the interests of the general public; 
.otherwise title will revert to the United States. 

COST AND BUDGET AC'I' COMPLIANCE 

In light of the :fact that no expenditures are contemplated under the 
terms of H.R. 1466, other than nominal administrative costs, no budg
etary impact is likely. 

INFLATIONARY UIPACT STATEl\IEX'I' 

No inflational impact will result from the enactment of H.R. 1466. 

OVERSIGHT STATE~IENT 

· Other than the normal oversight responsibilities exercised in con
junction with these legisla.tion operations, no recommendations were 
submitted to .the Committee pursuant to Rule X, Clause 2 (b) (2). 

COl\HUTTEE RECOMl\IENDATION 

The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, by a voice vote, 
recommends that the bill be enacted. 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORT 

The favorable report of the Department of the Interior follows: 

UxiTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 

W aBh.ington, D.O., July 7, 1975. 
'}:Ion. JAMES A. HALEY, 
(Jh.ail'm(l(lt, Oomrnittee on Interior and Insular Affairs, H(}'Use of Rep

resentaJives, WaBh.ington, D.O. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: This responds to your request for the views of 

this,Department on H.R. 1466, a bill "To convey certain :federally 
owned land to the Twenty-nine Pal:ms Park and Recreation District." 

We recommend that H:R. 1466 be enacted. 
· · · JLR. 1466 conveys one acre of land, more or less, located in the 
i'tnall town of Twenty-nine Palms, California, to f):m Twenty-nine 
ll'alms Pank and Recreation District; This: parcel was set aside over 
6(i) years ago as a cemetery· for Indians of the Twenty.-nine Palms Band 

of Mission Indians. The cemetery conta.ins remains of .the ancestors 
of the Twenty-nine Palms member'S havmg Ch~mehuev1 blood. 

Under section 2, the land conveyed by the b1.ll shall be used. only 
as an Indian cemetery and historical museum site for the public, or 
else title shall revert to the United States Government. 

In 1911, under the authority of the Act of January 12, 18!H (~6 
Stat. 712}, for the relief of the Mission Indians in the State of Cali
fornia, the United States purchased the property by warranty deed 
from the Southern Pacific Railroad Company. The deed shows $5.00 
as the purchase price. This land is presently administered by the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs . 

The Twenty-nine Palms Band of Mission Indians is not located in 
the area, and· does not have the means to maintain the cemetery plot; 
therefore, the band is in favor of having the cemetry conveyed to the 
Twentv-nine Palms Park and Recreation District in order to preserve 
the cemetery. This district is a political subdivision of the local gov
ernment and has agreed to assume the responsibility for this cemetery. 
After the tract is conveyed to the Twenty-nine Palms Park and Rec
reation District, it plans to remove a stone house from private land 
and reconstruct the building on this site to be used as an Indian mu
seum to preserve Indian artifacts. The site itself would be of historical 
interest to the general public and would be carefully preserved. 

The appraised value of the cemetery site is $500. Even though the 
rlistrict is not in a position to expend any funds to purchase the site, 
it will beautify the property and preserve its historical significance if 
the land is conveyed to it. 

The Indians desire to have this sacred burial ground of their an
cestors protected from any adverse use. Therefore, in order to respect 
the hand's wishes and to protect this cemetery site with its historical 
significance, we recommend that H.R. 1466 be enacted. 

'The Office of Management and Budget has advised that there is no 
ohiection to the presentation of this report from the standpoint of the 
Administration's program. 

Sincerely yours, 
MoRRIS Tnol\IPSON. 

<Jo~sione'l" of Indian Affairs. 

H.R. 477 



H. R. 1466 

lFlintQtfourth Q:ongrtss of tht tinittd ~tatts of 2lmtrica 
AT THE SECOND SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the nineteenth day of January, 
one thousand nine hundred and seventy-six 

'l'o convey certain federally owned land to the Twentynine Palms Park and 
Recreation District. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of Ame,rica in Congress assembled, That all right, title, 
and interest of the United States in and to the following described 
land are hereby conveyed to the Twentynine Palms Park and Recre
ation District subject to the provisions of section 2. 

Commencing at a point on the west line of section 33, township 1 
north, range 9 east, San Bernardino base and meridian, California, 
139.5 feet north of the southwest corner of the northwest quarter of 
said section, thence north along west line of said section 208.71 feet, 
thence east parallel with the south line of said section 208.71 feet, 
thence south parallel with the west line of said section 208.71 feet; 
thence west parallel with the south line of said section 208.71 feet to 
the point of beginning, containing one acre, more or less. 

SEc. 2. The land conveyed by this Act shall be used only as an 
Indian cemetery and historical museum site for the interest of the 
general public, and title to the land shall revert to the United States 
Government if the land is used for other purposes. 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Vice President of the United States and 
President of the Senate. 



April 12, 1976 

Office of the White House Press Secretary 

-------------------------------------------------------------

NOTICE TO THE PRESS 

The President has signed H. R. 1466 - To convey certain federally-owned 
land to the Twenty-nine Palms Park and Recreation District. 

This bill conveys certain federally-owned land in Twenty-nine Palms, 
Califo·rnia, administered by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, to the Twenty
nine Palrris Park and Recreation District to be used only as an Indian 
cemetery p.nd historic museum site for the public. 

The bill conveys approximately one acre of land. 

# # # 



April. 5• 1976 

Dear Mr. Director: 

The :roJJ.ow1ng bills were received at the White 
·· Rouse on April. 5th: 

v H.:a. 1466 . / 
lL :a. 49fl,l .,. 

Please let tbe President haw reports and 
recce&uendatiana as to the approval. of these 
billa as soon as po.saiblAt. 

The lb:lo:.ra'b1e James T. IqnD 
D1J:eetor 
O:f'n.c:e of MaDa881.- &Dd lJo4set. 
Wasbi:agton, D.C .. 




