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ACTION 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Last Day: March 20 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

WASHINGTON 

March 15, 1976 

THE PRESIDENT 

JIM CANNO~ / 

H.R. 4979 - Chickasaw National 
Recreation Area, Oklahoma 

Attached for your consideration is H.R. 4979, sponsored 
by Representative Steed, which establishes the Chickasaw 
National Recreation Area in Oklahoma and authorizes 
appropriations of not more than $1,600,000 and $4,567,000 
for land acquisition and development, respectively. 

Additional information is provided in OMB's enrolled 
bill report at Tab A. 

OMB, Max Friedersdorf, Counsel's Office (Lazarus) and I 
recommend approval of the enrolled bill. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign H.R. 4979 at Tab B. 

Digitized from Box 41 of the White House Records Office Legislation Case Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library





EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

MAR 1 2 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Enrolled Bill H.R. 4979 - Chickasaw 
National Recreation Area, Oklahoma 

Sponsor - Rep. Steed (D) Oklahoma 

. Last Day for Action 

March 20, 1976 - Saturday 

Purpose 

Establishes the Chickasaw National Recreation Area 
in Oklahoma and authorizes appropriations of not 
more than $1,600,000 and $4,567,000 for land 
acquisition and development, respectively. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget Approval 

Department of the Interior Approval 

Discussion 

The Platt National Park was established seventy 
years ago to protect the mineral springs and other 
natural resources near the town of Sulphur, 
Oklahoma. Since 1965, the National Park Service 
has also administered the recreational resources 
of the Arbuckle Reservoir which is a short distance 
from the park. In recent years, various proposals 
to enhance the area's recreational potential have 
been studied, and in 1971, the Advisory Board on 
National Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, and 
Monuments endorsed a proposal to create the 
Chickasaw National Recreation Area. 
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H.R. 4979 would generally implement the Advisory 
Board's proposal by establishing the Chickasaw 
National Recreation Area as a unit of the National 
Park System comprising not to exceed 10,000 acres 
including: (1) the Platt National Park -- 912 
acres; (2) the recreation area portion of the 
Arbuckle Reservoir -- 7, 003 acres; and, (3) private 
lands -- 1,166 acres and Sulphur City lands -- 349 
acres which connect the park and reservoir areas. 
The Secretary would be authorized to acquire 
lands and waters by donation, purchase, or 
exchange. Owners of improved residential property 
could retain a right of use and occupancy for a 
term ending either on the death of the owner 
or his spouse, whichever occurs later, or not 
more than 25 years from the date of acquisition. 

Hunting and fishing within the recreation area 
would generally be allowed, subject to applicable 
Federal and State law. In addition, the enrolled 
bill would provide for the Secretary of the Interior 
and the State of Oklahoma to exercise concurrent 
jurisdiction over the lands and waters within the 
recreation area. 

H.R. 4979 would authorize appropriations of not 
more than $1,600,000 and $4,567,000 for land 
acquisition and development, respectively. 

We note that H.R. 4979 incorporates all of the 
major amendments that had been recommended by the 
Department of the Interior when the bill was in 
committee. As Interior states in its enrolled bill 
letter: 

"The establishment of the Chickasaw 
National Recreation Area will constitute 
a fitting memorialization of the 
Chickasaw Indian tribe, who relocated 
on these lands after they were forced 
from their ancestral home in the south­
eastern region of the United States." 

Enclosure 

_?--- >n. <:]""/ 
James M. Frey 
Assistant Director for 
Legislative Reference 



United States Department of the Interior 

Dear Mr. Lynn: 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

MAR 111976 

This responds to your request for our views on the enrolled bill 
H.R. 4979, "To establish the Chickasaw National Recreational Area 
in the State of Oklahoma, and for other purposes." 

We recommend that the President approve the enrolled bill. 

H.R. 4979 would establish the Chickasaw National Recreation Area 
in the State of Oklahoma and include within the boundaries of the 
new national recreation area the existing Platt National Park 
which was established by the Act of July 1, 1902 and designated as 
a national park by the Act of June 16, 1906, and Arbuckle Recreation 
Area, which is currently administered by the National Park Service 
pursuant to a cooperative agreement with the Bureau of Reclamation 
dated February 1, 1965, under authority of the Act of August 7, 
1946. In addition, the bill would authorize the acquisition of 
approximately 349 acres owned by the City of Sulphur, Oklahoma, 
and 1,166 acres of private land. 

The establishment of the Chickasaw National Recreation Area will 
constitute a fitting memorialization of the Chickasaw Indian tribe, 
who relocated on these lands after they were forced from their 
ancestral home in the southeastern region of the United States. 

By combining two existing areas now operated by the National Park 
Service, the complementing units will provide comprehensive 
recreational resources in this area of south-central Oklahoma. 
Emphasis will be on day-use recreation activities, such as pic­
nicking, hiking, wading, and nature study. On the Arbuckle 
Reservoir, water-oriented activities such as swimming, fishing, 
and boating will be emphasized. Interpretation within the proposed 
national recreation area will focus on man's relationship to his 



environment and on treating the area as an outdoor laboratory. 
The area is renowned for its prehistorical, historical and geo~ 
logical significance. Acquisition of the private lands will 
provide an increased land base for development of certain 
additional public recreation facilities. We exPect that the 
combined units into a single national recreation area will provide 
recreation resources for the 2,500,000 people in the Dallas/Fort 
Worth and the Oklahoma City areas, and it is within a 200-mile 
radius of over 5,000,000 people. 

Sincerely yours , : ?? 
~;c..~~~ 

Honorable James T. Lynn 
Director 

Assistant Secretary of the Interior 

Office of Management and Budget 
Washington, D. C. 20503 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20503 

MAR 12 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Enrolled Bill H.R. 4979 - Chickasaw 
National Recreation Area, Oklahoma 

Sponsor - Rep. Steed (D) Oklahoma 

Last Day for Action 

March 20, 1976 - Saturday 

Purpose 

Establishes the Chickasaw National Recreation Area 
in Oklahoma and authorizes appropriations of not 
more than $1,600,000 and $4,567,000 for land 
acquisition and development, respectively. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget Approval 

Department of the Interior Approval 

Discussion 

The Platt National Park was established seventy 
years ago to protect the mineral springs and other 
natural resources near the town of Sulphur, 
Oklahoma. Since 1965, the National Park Service 
has also administered the recreational resources 
of the Arbuckle Reservoir which is a short distance 
from the park. In recent years, various proposals 
to enhance the area's recreational potential have 
been studied, and in 1971, the Advisory Board on 
National Parks, Hisforic Sites, Buildinqs, and 
Nonwnents endorsed a proposal to create the 
Chickasaw National Recreation Area. 



THE WHITE : H{iiJSE 

ACTION MEMORANDUM WA~UINGTON " LOG NO.: 

Date: March 12 

r,r 
·· Max Friedersdorf 

Ken Lazarus 

FRO!~ THE STAFF' Si:C~~T l!.R"! 

DUE: Date: March 15 

SUBJECT: 

Time: 600pm 

cc (for inf<>rmation): Jack Marsh 
Jim Cavanaugh 

Time: 300pm 

. H.R. 4979 - Chickasaw National Recreation Area, Oklahoma 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

-- For Necessary Action 

-- Prepare Agenda and Brief 

X 
--For Your Comments 

REMARKS: 

--For Your Recommendations 

-- Draft Reply 

--Draft Remarks 

Please return to J.udy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing 

Judy - I recommend approval. 

GWHumphreys MafCh 15, 1976 

If vcm hn.ve C'!nV qn~tions nr if you anticipate n 
l l ' , 

,. 
• L 

t 1 ph ·,e ~hn S!.of£ Secrc~ory imm<'diotcly. 
J arr:ds 1: . Cann< r.. 
For the President 



.\( :TION .\f E .\fO RA~Dt'Nf 

Date: M?J.~."ch 14 

FOR ACTION: Max Friedersdorf 
Ken Lazarus 

LOG NO.: 

Time: : 630pm 

cc (for information): Jack Marsh 

Robert Hartmann (transmittal 
letter) 

Jim Cavanaugh 
Ed Schmults 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: 
March 15 

Time: SOOpm 

SUBJECT: 

Supplementals for the Legislative Branch 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

__ For Necessary Action __ For Your Recommendations 

. 
__ Prepare Agenda and Brief __ Draft Reply 

~ For Your Comments __ Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing 

J.J.mes fl. Cannon 
For: the t·rl'-'> id('nt 



THE WHITE HO.USE 

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASHINGTON LOG NO.: 

Date: March 12 Time: 600pm 

FOR ACTION: George Humphreys~ 
Max Friedersdorf~ 

cc (for information) : Jack Marsh 
Jim Cavanaugh Ken Lazarus~ 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: March 15 Time: 300pm 

SUBJECT: 

H.R. 4979 - Chickawaw National Recre~~ion Area, Oklahoma 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

-- For Necessary Action __ For Your Recommendations 

__ Prepare Agenda and Brie£ 

X 

__ Draft Reply 

-- For Your Comments Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 
Pleasd return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you have any questions or if you anticipate a 
delay in submitting 6(" r ;o.\!r d material, please 
telephone the Staff SeCt&tCi~, imm~diately. 

K. R. COLE, JR. 
For the President 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

March 15, 1976 

MEM.ORANDUH FOR: 

FROM: 

JIJVl CAVANAUGH 

MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF "'' 6. 
SUBJECT: H. R. 4979 - Chickasaw National Recreation Area, Okla. 

The Office of Legislative Affairs concurs with the agencies 

that the subject bill be signed. 

Attachments 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASHINGTON' LOG NO.: 

Oate: March 12 

FOR ACTION: George Humphreys 
Max Friedersdorf 
Ken Lazarus/ 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: March 15 

SUBJECT: 

Time: 600pm 

cc (for information): Jack Marsh 
Jim Cavanaugh 

Time: 300pm 

. H.R. 4979 - Chickasaw National Recreation Area, Oklahoma 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

-- For Necessary Action 

-- Prepare Agenda and Brief 

X 
--For Your Comments 

REMARKS: 

-.- For Your Recommendations 

__ Draft RGply 

___ Draft Remarks 

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing 

No objection-- Ken Lazarus 3/15/76 

I~ •r0!.l hnv~ r.ny t'f'V'"tion~ or if yon nntidnnte n 
1 •. ·' : .1 . '. J ~.l~ .. l~~-~ i-_. l~~'-"1'.1(~ r 

For u 1c T"rcs:incnt 



HEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

W."\S HI N GTON 

March 15, 1975 

JIM CAVANAUGH 

MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF ,t1l• 6 • 
Supplementa1s for the Legislative Branch 

The Office of Legislative Affairs concurs with the agencies 

that the subject supplementa1s be signed. 

Attachmen t.s 



ACTION ~1E~10RANDL'M WASUISGTON LOG NO.: 

Date: March 1~ Time: : 630pm 

FOR ACTION: Max Friedersdorf 
Ken Lazarus 

cc (for information): Jack Marsh 

Robert Hartmann (transmittal 
Jim Cavanaugh 
Ed Schmults 

FROM THE STAFF '1ECRETARY 

DUE: Date: Time: 500pm 
March 1~5--------------------------------------------

Supplementals for the Legislative Branch 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

For Necessary Action __ For Your Recommenda.tions 

-- Prepare Agenda and Brie£ Draft Reply 

~ For Your Comments Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing 

No objection-- Ken Lazarus 3/15/76 

_ ..... i~".LTACH THIS COPY TO J).I1ATERIAL SUBMI'l"l'ED. 

James ll. Cannon 
I \• l' t 11<' r- r l' .'.; i d c~ n t 



THE WHITE Hb).JSE 

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASHINGTON LOG NO.: 

Date: ~1arch 11 Time: 1145am 

FOR ACTION: Max Friedersdoff~ 
Ken Lazarus 

cc (for information): Jack Marsh 

Robert Hartmann (transmit*al 
letter) 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: :-4-6 
)lech .... ~ 

SUBJECT: 

Jim Cavaaaagh 
EEd Schmults 

Time: SOOpm. 

Supplementals for the Legislative Branch 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

-- For Necessary Action __ For Your Recommendations 

__ Prepare Agenda and Brief __ Draft Reply 

~For Your Comments _ Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing 

6-.' 3a ~ :Y-r/('j~~~v 
_&, 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you have any questions or if you anticipate a 
delay in submitting the required material, please 
telephone the Staff Secretary immediately. 

K. R. COLE, JR. 
For the President 



94TH CoNGRESs 
'Ed Session } SENA'l'E 

Calendar No. 648 
{ REPORT 

No. 94-678 

CHICKASAW NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 

l\IARCH 3, 1976.-0rdered to be printed 

~In. ,Jon~sTox, from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
submitted the follo\ring 

R.EPORT 

[To accompany H.R. 4979] 

The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to which was re­
ferred the bill (H.R. 4979) to establish the Chickasaw National Rec­
reation Area in the State of Oklahoma, and for other purposes, 'having 
considered the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment 
and recommends that the bill do pass. 

PuRPosE 

Two u'nits of the national park system-Platt National Park and 
Arbuckle reservoir-are located in close proximity in southern Okla­
homa. H.R. 4979 would establish the Chickasa>Y National Recreation 
Area, consisting of these two existing units plus certain connecting 
lands. The bill if enacted, will protect minerai springs and other na­
tural features and provide increased outdoor recreation opportunities 
in a region that includes the population centers of Oklahoma City and 
Dallas-Fort \Yorth within 150 miles of the proposed recreation area. 

BACKGROUXD AND NEED 

BACKGROUND 

Platt National Park is an anomaly arising from the early conserva­
tion monmentprior to the creation of the National Park Service. On 
.Tulv 1, 1902 certain lands in the Chickasaw Nation (prior to the final 
dissohition of the Indian Territory by the Oklahoma Statehood Act 
in 190G) were conveyed to the Un'ited States for preservation of the 
natural springs which were assum~d .to have medicinal and ot~er 
,·alnes. Congress promptly memonahzed former Senator Ory1lle 
Hitchcock Platt from Connecticut who was a member of the Committee 

57_:010 
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on Ind1an Affairs by designating the area as Platt National Park in 
1906. 

The creation of the National Park SeiTice in 1916 and subsequent 
development of the Park System created problems in the manao-e­
ment of the area. As a National Park, it must be managed as a natu~al 
nrea althongh it does possess significaut recreational potential. 

In 1962, the Arbuckle Reservoir Project was authorized and the Na­
tional Park Service assumed land management responsibilities for 
recreati9n from the Bureau of Reclamation. In September, 1968, the 
National Park Service developed a. master plan to combine Platt 
National Park and the Arbuckle Reservoir recreation area. The plan 
was subjected to public heari. in 1970, .and, as a resl:lt, a plan was 
prepared for a. proposed Chi w N atwnal RecreatiOn Area. The 
Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic Site, Buildings, and 
Monuments endorsed the proposal in 1971. · 

RE'l'UOCESSION 

Retrocession of legislative jurisdiction to the State of Okl'ahoma 
will be necessary due to the confused history of the Five Civilized 
Tri.bes prior to tl_1e Oklah<?ma Statehoo~l Act hi 1906. The early treaties 
whiCh accompamed the tnbes from the1r Southeastern homelands pro­
vided that at "no future time, without their consent [would their 
lands] be included within the teiTitoriallimits or jurisdiction of any 
State or Territory" ( cf treaty of December 29, 1835, 7 Stat. 478 with 
the Cherokee Nat ion). ' 

Star~.i~lg from the Act of July 5, 1862 ,(1~ Stat. 5~2, 25 U.S.C. 72) 
nuthor1zmg the President to abrogate ex1stmg treaties with the Five 
Civi,Iized Tribes due to their support fo~ the Confederacy, a gradual 
~roswn of ~lf government occurred, leadmg to the Da·wes Commission 
m the 1890·s. Laws of Nebraska and Arkansas were extended, the 
territory and then State of Oklahoma were created. The Statehood Act 
(Act of June 16, 1906, 34 Stat. 267) eliminated the last vestiges of self 
government by extending the laws of the territory of Oklahoma over 
Indian Territory. (cf .. Jeffe1'80n v. Fin~, 247 U.S.'288, 292 [1918] also 
see Southem Surety Company v. Okkttwma 241 U.S. 582 [1916] ). 

. Sec~i~n 27 of the Ac~ of April26l1906. (?~Stat. 1f37) making a final · 
d1spos1tlon of the affairs of the F1ve CIVIlized Tnhes provided that 
upon dissolution the tribal lands would "be held in trnst bv the United 
States for the use and benefit of the Indians". " 

The conveyance of Platt National Park to the United States 
by the Chickasaw resulted in the United States exercisino· exclusive 
jurisdiction. "" 

In order to extend Oklahoma law to these lands for enforcement. 
retrocession of concurrent legislative jurisdiction is necessary. ' 

LEGISLAT!V}} HISTORY 

Similar legislationS. 1725 was introduced on :May 13 1975 by Sen­
ators Bellmon and Bartlett. Hearings were held Oct~ber 3o 197f>. 
The Administration did not adopt a position. The House passed H.R. 
4979 on February 2, 1976. 

S.R. 678 
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Col\'IMITTEE REco:r.IMENDATION AND TABULATION oF VOTEs 

The Senate Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, in open busi­
ness session on February 18, 1976, by unanimous vote of a quorum 
present recommends the S!}nate pass H.R. 4979, without amendment. 

8-~<~CTION-BY-SECTION AN.\LYSIS 

.Section 1 sets out the purposes of the bill to provide for the recre­
ational use .of the A!·~uckle.Reservoir and the surrounding lands, and 
for the efficient adnumstrabon of the other lands and values within the 
area. The commemoration of the Chickasaw Indian Nation is stated 
as the purpose of designating the expanded area as the Chickasaw 
K at.ional Recreation Area. The recreation area is generally described 
by a ~ap reference, although the Secretary of the Interior is O'iven 
a;1thor1ty to .make boundary revisions by publication of a map i~ the 
F eder.al ~eg1ster, so long as the recreation area does not exceed 10,000 
acres m s1ze . 

. Se~tion 2 gives broad authority to the Secretary to acquire lands 
Withm tl;e recreation area, inc~uding the. ability to t~cquire a]] of a 
tract. which may fall only partmlly within the boundr.ries. Lands so 
acqUl;·ed ~mtside t~e ~oun~aries are to be disposed of through the Gen­
eral ServiCes A(h.mmstratwn. Federal properties >vithin the area may 
b.e transferred without cost for the purposes of managing the recrea­
tiOn area. Any land~ owned by th~ State of Qklahoma or other public 
agency may be acquu·ea by donatwn only, \Yith the exception that an 
Pxehange may be made with the city of Sulphur using lands which may 
be excluded from the area formerly known as the Platt Kational Park. 
The committee intends that thi~ exchange ~uthority will apply only 
to the small parcel of land wh1ch ~was mcbcated as suitable for ex­
dtt~ng~ with the city ~t the .time of the hearings on H.R 4970. 
Sec~wn 2 also permits ~· nght of t~se an~ occupancy of u1~ to 25 years 

or a h~e term t? be retame;l on residential property acqmred for the 
recreatiOn area, rf construction of the residence beo·an r)rior to March 1 
1!1,..~ d 'f th t . 1 • ,., ' 

< 1 ;J, an 1 e. proper y IS t11e owner s permanent rC'sidence as op-
pose.d to a vacatrm~ site .. Other restricti.ons on this ability of m~net·s to 
retam occupancy nghts mclude authonty for the Secretarv to exclude 
lands nce:cled f~n' public access from tliis category and t'o tcmtinate 
su~h retamed rights upon a detmmination that an ineonsi;;;tcnt use is 
bemg made of the occl<paney right. 

Section 3 .(3rbvides that hunting and fishing will be permitted in 
acc?rclance w1th both State and Federal hnvs. The Secretary may close 
designated areas to such uses, but only after consultin" with the 
affecte~ St.a!e agency, exeept in the ea.se of emergency. b 

. SectiOn 4 msti:ucts the Secretary to administer the area in accordance 
with.the Orgamc Act of the National Park Service, unless othenvise 
provided under the terms of H.R. 4979, if enacted. The op<•ration of 
the Arbuckle Dam and Reservoir for· project purposes is not to be 
affected by this act. 

Se9tion 5 repeals the act establishing the Platt National Pttrk and 
provide~ that the lam~s there included will now be a part of the Chicka­
saw Natwnal Recreation Area. Suitable markers may be placed within 

S.R. 678 
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this area in memory of the late Senator Platt of Connecticut, and to 
recognize the original establishment of the park. 

Section G permits a mechanism whereby the lJnited States may cede 
eoncurrent jnrisdiction to the State of Oklahoma oyer those lands 
formerly ·w1thin Platt National Park, subject to an agreement being 
executed ·which will provide for similar concurrent jurisdiction ove1· 
the remaining lands and waters within the recre.ation areu. 

Section 7 attthorizes the appropriation of funds not exct_•eding desig­
nated limits for the acquisition and development of the lands ·within 
the recreation area. The development limitation is consistent with the 
estimates prepared by the Nationr..l Park St>rvice as a part of the 
master planning for this area. 

CosT 

Total ac1:e~ge for the Hec1:ea!ion Area will. b~ not to exceed 10,000 
acres. Aqms1bon costs are hm1ted to $1.6 m1lhon and development 
costs to $4.567 million. 

ExECUTIVE CmrxuNICA TIONS 

The pertinent legislative reports and communications received by 
the committee from the Office of Management and Budget and from 
the Department of the Interior setting forth Executive rtgency recom­
mendations relating to S. 1725 are set forth below. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT, 
OFFICE OF MANAGElVIENT AND BtiDGET, 

W q_.shington, D.O., October 17,1975. 
Hon. HENRY 1\:L JAcKsoN, 
Chai11nan, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs 
U.S. Senate, Washington, D.O. 

DEAR 1\fR. C:HAIRMAN: This is in response to your request of Octo­
ber 2, 1975, for the views of the Offiee of Management and Budget 
on S. 1725, a bill "To establish the Chickasaw National Recreation 
Area in the State of Oklahoma, and for other purposes." 

The Office of Management and Budget concurs in the views of 
the Department of the Interior in its report on S. 1725, and accord­
ingly recommends that action on the bill be deferred. 

Sincerely, 
JAMES M. FREY, 

Assistant Director for 
Legislative Reference. 

u.s. DEPARTJ\iEN'l' OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 

Washington, D.O., October 14, 1975. 
Hon. HENRY M. JACKSON, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
U.S. Senate, W ashilngton, D.O. 

DEAR MR. CHAIIniAN: Your Cmnmittee has requested the views of 
this Department on S. 1725, a bill "To establish the Chickasaw Na-

S.R. G78 
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tional Recreation Area in the State of Oklahoma, and for other 
purposes." 

'V e recommend that action on this bill be deferred until such time 
as the National Park Servic!l has completed its study of the proposal 
area. 

S. 1725 would establish the Chickasaw National Recreation Area, 
Oklahomtt, which would not exceed 15,000 acres, in order to facilitate 
public recreational use of Arbuckle Reservoir and adjacent lands. 
The Secretary of the Interior would be given broad land aequisition 
authority relating to the recreation area, and owners of improved resi­
dential property acquired therefor could obtain rights of use and 
occupancy of such property for limited periods of time. 

The Secretary would permit hunting and fishing within the recre­
ation area in accordance with appropriate Federal and States laws. He 
would administer it in accordance with the Act of August 25, 1916 
( 39 Stat. 535), as amended and supplemented, and in a manner con­
sistt>nt ·with his authority, under the Act of August 24, 1962 (76 Stat. 
395), to operate the Arbuckle Dam and Reservoir. 

S. 1725 would repeal the Act of June 29, 1906 ( 34 Stat. 837), which 
designated the Platt National Park, and include those lands in the 
recreation area. In addition, the bill would provide for retrocession of 
concurrent legislative jurisdiction by the United States over the lands 
comprising that park. Appropriation of sums necessary to carry out 
the bill's provisions would be authorized. 

At its 65th meeting in October 1971, the Advisory Board on N a­
tional Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings and Monuments favorably con­
sidered the proposal to establish the Chichasaw National Recreation 
Area. 'Ve are presently compiling the land acquisition, operating, and 
development information necessary to our evaluation of the proposal. 
We anticipate completing the gathering of that information by 1976. 

We would also note that the Oklahoma Statewide Outdoor Recrea­
tional Plan states that there is no need for additional governmental 
land acquisition in this area. This plan states that maJor emphasis 
should be on development of existing public lands in the area for rec­
reation purposes. 

The Office of Management and Budget has advised that there is no 
objection to the presentation of this report from the standpoint of the 
Administration's program. 

Sincerely yours, 
NATHANIEL REED, 

Assistant SeC1'etary of the Interior. 

CHANGES IN ExiSTING LAw 

In compliance with subsection 4 of rule XXIX of the standing 
rules of the Senate, changes in existing law made by the bill H.R. 
4979, as ordered reported, are sho\\<'11 as follows (existing law proposed 
to be omitted is enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in 
italic, existing law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman) : 

ACT OF JUNE 29, 1906 (34 STAT. 83'7) 

[Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 

S.R. 678 
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Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to change the 
name of the Sulphur Springs Reservation, an Indian reservation now 
in the State of Oklahoma, formerly in the Indian Territory so that 
said Reservation shall be named and hereafter called the "Platt N a­
tiona! Park_t in honor of Orville Hitchcock Platt, late and for twenty­
six years a ;:;enator from the State of Connecticut and for many years 
a member of the Committee on Indian Affiairs, in recognition of his 
distinguished services to the Indians and to the country.] 

0 

S.It. 678 



94TH CoNGRESS} HOUSE OF REPRBSENTATIVES { REPORT 
2d Session No. 94-803 

ESTABLISHING THE CHICKASAW NATIONAL RECREA­
TION AREA IN THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA, AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES 

JANUARY 30, 1976.--Committed to the Committee of the Whole ·House on :the 
State of the Union and ordered to be printed 

Mr. HALEY, from the Committee on Interior and Insul~r Affairs, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
[To accompany H.R. 49791 

The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whqm :was.re" 
ferred the bill (H.R. 4979), to establish the Chickasaw National Rec­

. reation Area in the State of Oklahoma, and for other purpos,es, having 
considered the same, report favorably thereon with amendments al).d 
recommend that the bill as amended do pass. 

The amendments are as follows: 
Page 2, lines 3 and 4, strike out "numbered 107-20004 and dated 

March 1973," and insert in lieu thereof "numbered 107-20,0004;--A al).d 
dated February 197 4,". 

Page 2, line 10, strike out "fifteen" and insert in lieu thereof "ten". 
Page 3, lines 12 and 13, strike out "a Secretary of the Interior" and 

insert in lieu thereof "the Secretary". 
Page 4, line 3, strike out "July 1, 1972," and insert in lieu thereof 

';March 1, 1975,". 
Page 6, line 10, strike out "Oklahoma." and insert in lieu thereof: 

Oklahoma: Provided, That such cession of jurisdiction shall 
not occur until a written a.greement has been reached between 
the State of Oklahoma and the Secretary p1·oviding for the 
exercise of concurrent jurisdiction over all other lands and 
waters within the Chickasaw National Recreation Area. 

Page 6, line 13, strike out "Act." and insert in lieu thereof: 
Act, but not to exceed $1,600,000 for the acquisition of lands 
and interests in lands, and $4,567,000 for development. 

PuRPOSE 

Two units of the national park system-Platt National Park and 
Arbuckle resorvoir-are located in close proximity in southern Okla-

1 H.R. 4979 was introduced by Representative Tom Steed. 
57-006 
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homa. H.R. 4979 t would establish the Chickasaw National Recreation 
Area, consisting of these tw? existing n.t;its plus ?ertain connecting 
lands. The bill if enacted, w1ll protoot mmeral sprmgs and other. ~a­
tural features and provide increased outdoor recreation oppor~umtms 
in a reO'ion that includes the population centers of Oklahoma 91ty and 
Dallas:'F{)rt 1Vorth within 150 miles of the proposed recreation area. 

BACKGROUND 

First authorized by Congress as the Sulphur Springs Reservation 
inl902, Platt National Park protects mineral springs and z:elated :fea­
tures near the town of Sulpnur, Okla. Since 1965, the NatiOnal Park 
Service has also manarred the recreation aspects of the Arbuckle Reser­
voir project, located a ~hort distance south of the park. 

Since that time, studies to explore the enhancement of the recr?a­
tional benefits of this area have gone forward through a!l exten.s1ve 
planning, public involvement, and review pro~ess .. Pubhc hearmgs 
were held in the affected area by the Park Service m 1970, and, as a 
result, a plan was prepared for a propo~d. Chickasaw N a~iona! Re~re­
ation Area. rrhe Advisory Board on :N at10nal Park~, H1~tor1c Sites, 
Buildin<Ys and Monuments endorsed the proposal m 1911. 

H.R. 4979, as reported by the Committee. O!l ~.t;te~ior and Insular 
Affairs, represents a further refinement of th1s Imtla~Ive. Federal land 
acquisition has _beep reduced to o.t;lY. those _lands whi~h encompass the 
stream valley lmkmg the two ex1.stmg umts. TI:ere rs general ~gree­
ment on this apJ;>roach to ~~hancmg the r:e?reatwn benefits avarlable 
here while acqmring a mmnnum of additional land. Enactment of 
H.R. 4979 will allow the National Park Service to better manage the 
combined area as a single unit, ;vh~le continuing to protect the mineral 
springs and related features wrthm the area presently known as Platt 
National Parle . 

The name desiQ'Ilation for the National RecreatiOn Area commemo-
rates the Chickas~w Indian Nation, whose history is intimately linked 
with this region. Among the interpretive themes which would be de­
veloped through ~he mana~ei.t;ent of the recreation area would be the 
history of the ChiCkasaw N at10n. 

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 

The Subcommittee on National Park~ a~d Recreation c~nducted 
hearings on H.R. 4979 on Qctober &1, 191.5. ::":ipeaker A!bert, m whose 
district the proposed area _rs tocated, testified to. t_he w1d~spread sup­
port this pro.ject enjoys. ~Ithm Oklahom:a. Add1t10n~l w1tnes. ses. reJ?­
resenting local commumtres and the 9hrckasaw NatiOn a~ded their 
support for the area. It was also pomted out that there 1s. general 
agreement on the loea~io_n of the bou!l1!i:ry for the . re~~e:;ttwn area 
which will require a mmrmum of addrtlonal l~nd acqUisitiOn. 

The witness for the Department of the. Interior, w~rle recommend­
in()' that consideration of the mPasnre be deferred until the latest pro­
po~~tls for the area were reviewed within !he Department of t!1e Inte­
rior stated that the initial recommendatw_ns for the recreatio1~ area 
wer~ in agreement with the recommendatiOns of the other witness. 
Although an updated report on this measure was requested by. the 
committee at an early date, no further comments or recommendations 
were made by the Department during the course of the committee de-
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liberations on this matter. An additional executive communication 
was received January 30, 1976, however, and is printed at the close 
of this report. 

The subcommittee adopted amendments to H.R. 4979 which brought 
the map references and acreage references in the bill into conformance 
with the current proposal. Other clarifying amendments were 
adopted, as well as specific authorization limitations on the funds to 
be used for both land acquisition and development purposes. The Sub­
committee on National Parks and Recreation ordered H.R. 4979, as 
amended, favorably reported :for the consideration of the Committee on 
Interior and Insular Affairs on December 12, 11}75. 

SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS 

Section 1 sets out the purposes of the bill to provide for the recre­
ational use of the Arbuckle Reservoir and the surrounding lands, and 
for the efficient administration of the other lands and values within the 
area. The commemoration of the Chickasaw Indian Nation is stated 
as the purpose of designating the expanded area as the Chickasaw 
National Recreation Area. The recreation area is generally described 
by a map reference, although the Secretary of the Interior is given 
authority to _make boundary revisions by publication of a map in the 
Federal Register, so long as the recreation area does not exceed 10,000 
acres in size. 

Section ;e· gives broad authority to the Secretary to acquir·e lands 
within the reacreation area, including the ability to acqujre all of a 
tract which may fall only partially within the boundaries. Lands so 
acquired outside the boundaries are to be disposed of through the Gen­
eral Services Administration. Federal properties within the area may 
be transferred without cost for the purposes of managing the recrea­
tion area. Any lands owned by the State of Oklahoma or other public 
agency may be acquired by donation only, with the exception that an 
exchange m e made with the city of Sulphur using lands which may 
be excluded the area formerly known as the Platt National Park. 
The committee intends that this excha'Ilge authority will apply only 
to the small parcel of land which was indicated as suitable for ex­
change with the city at the time of the hearings on H.R. 4979. 

Section fB also permits a right of use and occupancy of up to 25 years 
or a life term to be retained on residential property acquired for the 
recreation area, if construction of the residence began prior to March 1, 
1975, and if the property is the owner's permanent residence, as ,op­
posed to a vacation Site. Other restrictions on this ability of owners to 
retain occupancy rights include authority for the Secretary to exclude 
lands needed for public access from this category and to tel'lllinate 
such retained rights upon a determination that an inconsistent. use is 
being made of the occupancy right. 

Section 3 provides that hunting and fishing will be permitted in 
accordance with both State and Federal laws. The Secretary may close 
designated areas to such uses, but only after consulting with the 
affected State agency, except in the case of emergency. 

Section 4 instructs the Secretary to administer the area in accordance 
with the Organic Act of the National Park Service, unless otherwise 
provided under the terms of H.R. 4979, if enacted. The operation of 
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the Arbuckle Dam and Reservoir for project purposes is not to be 
affected by this act. 

Section 5 repeals the act establishing the Platt National Park, and 
provides that the lands there included will now be a part of the Chicka­
saw National Recreation Area. Suitable markers may be placed within 
this area in memory of the late Senator Platt of Connecticut, and to 
recognize the original establishment of the park. 

Section 6 permits a mechanism whereby the United States may cede 
concurrent jurisdiction to the State of Oklahoma over those lands 
formerly within Platt National Park, subject to an agreement being 
executed which will provide for similar concurrent jurisdiction over 
the remaining lands and waters within the recreation area. 

Section 7 authorizes the appropriation of funds not exceeding desig-­
nated limits for the acquisition and development of the lands withm 
the recreation area. The development limitation is consistent with the 
estimates prepared by the National Park Service as a part of the 
master planning for this area. 

Co:M::JIHTTEE AMEND~IENTS 

The committee adopted amendments to H.R. 4979 which: 
1. Provide reference map numbers and acreage figures which 

correspond to the area boundaries agreed upon by all witnesses at 
the hearings. The effect of these changes is to reduce the size of 
the proposed area and the estimated land acquisition costs for it 
:from $6 million to $1.6 million; 

2. Make a. technical correction to a reference to the Secretary 
of the Interior; 

3. Revise the qualifying date for the retention of a right of use 
and occupancy by residential landowners to reflect the date of 
the introduction of the bill in the 94th Congress; 

4. Provide that a cession of exclusive Federal jurisdiction over 
the lands now within Platt National Park shall not occur until 
and agreement has been reached with the State of Oklahoma which 
will result in the transfer to the United States of concurrent 
jurisdiction over the lands within the recreation arM; and 

5. Place specific limitations on the flmds which may be appro­
priated. for the acquisition and development of the lands in the 
recreatiOn area. 

CosT 

As amended by the committee, H.R. 4979 authorizes not more than 
$1.6 million to be appropriated for the acquisition of an estimated 
1,170 acres of privately-owned lands within the recreation area. A 
limitation of $4,567,000 is placed on the amounts which may be ap­
p~op;riated for development of facilities by the National Park Service 
w1thm the area. 

BunGET AcT CoMPLIANCE 

'l'he amounts authorized to be appropriated for land a · ition in 
the recreation area will be drawn from the Land and ater Con-
servation Fund. Although the fund is the identified source of in­
come for these expenditures, specific appropriations must still be made 
as a part of the budget process. This authority would be considered 
along with other Federal recreation land acquisition needs within 
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whatever total amount is allocated for this purpose through the budget 
process. No requirement is made that any of the lands be acquired for 
the Chickasaw National Recreation Area in any given fiscal year. 

lNFLA'nONARY I:&rPACT 

The actual sums authorized by H.R. 4979 should not produce any 
significant impact on the economy since they will be expended only 
as needed over a period of years. The amended bill, as reported by 
the committee, keeps additional land acquisition expenses to an absO­
lute minimum. The authorized total for development was estimated 
by the National Park Service to be expended over a 5-year schedule 
ot construction, if appropriations were forthcoming. Tlus level of ex­
penditures should not have any signifkant inflationary impact even in 
the local area. 

OVERSIGHT STATEl\IENT 

. Since two existing units of the national park system will form 
the bulk of the newly designated area, the subcommittee hearings af­
forded an opportunity to explore the changes which would be made 
in the existing operations. A discussion with the witness from the 
Department of the Interior indicated that the National Park Service 
would continue to protect the mineral springs and associated features 
now within the Platt National Park. Enactment of H.R. 4979 would 
~ermit a change in emphasis in the management of the area, permit­
hug consideration of more extensive recreation facilities such as an 
expanded trail system. No recommendations were submitted to the 
committee pursuant to rule X, clause2(b) (2). 

CoM:&ITTTEE REcoM:AIENDATION 

.On January 27, 19!6, after adopting the amendments as previously 
discussed, the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, meeting in 
open session, reported H.R. 4979, by voice vote, and recommends that 
the bill, as amended, be approved. 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORT 

The report of the Department of the Interior, dated August 18 1975 
is here p;rint~d in f~ll. Following the report is an additional exe~utiv~ 
commumcatwn recelved from the Department after the committee had 
completed action on this measure: 

u.s. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 

lV ashington, D.O., August 18, 1975. 
Hon. JAMEs A. HALEY, 
Cha.irr~, Committee on Interior and InsUlar Affairs, House of 

Representatives, Washington, D.O. 
PEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Your committee has requested the views of 

tlus Department on H.R. 4979, a bill "To establish the Chickasaw 
National Recreation Area in the State of Oklahoma, and for other 
purposes." 

"\V e recommend that action on this bill be deferred until such time as 
the National Park Service has completed its study of the proposed area. 

H.R. 4979 would establish the Chickasaw NatiOnal Recreation Area, 
H.R. 803 
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Okla., which would not exceed 15,000 acres, in order to facilitate public 
recreational.use of Arbuckle Reservoir and adjacent lands. The Secre­
tary of the Interior would be given broad land acquisition authority 
relating to the recreation area, and owners of improved residential 
property acquired therefor could obtain rights of use and occupancy 
of such property for limited periods of time. . 

The Secretary would permit hunting and fishing within the recrea­
tion area in accordance with appropriate Federal and State laws. He 
would administer it in accordance with the Act of August 25,1916 (39 
Stat. 535); as amended and supplemented, and in a manner consistent 
with his authority, under the Act of Al!-gust 24, 1962 (76 Stat. 395), to 
operate the Arbuckle Dam and Reservo1r. 

H.R. 4979 would repeal the Act of June 29, 1906 (34 Stat. 837), 
which desi~ated the Platt National Park, and include those lands in 
the recreat10n area. In addition, the bill would provide for retrocession 
of concurrent legislative jurisdiction by the United States over the 
lands comprising that park. Appropriation of sums necessary to carry 
out the bill's provisions would be authorized. 

At its 65th meeting in October 1971, the Advisory Board on N a­
tiona! Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, and Monuments favorably 
considered the proposal to establish the Chickasaw National Recrea­
tionArea. vVe are presently compiling the land acquisition, operating, 
and development information necessary to our evaluation of the pro­
posal. We anticipate completing the gathering of that information 
by 1976. 

We would also note that the Oklahoma statewide outdoor recrea­
tion plan states that there is no need for additional governmental land 
acqmsition in this area. This plan states that major emphasis should 
be on development of existing public lands in the area for recreation 
purposes. 
· The Office of Management and Budget has advised that there is 
no objection to the presentation of this report from the standpoint 
of the administration'sprogram. 

Sincerely yours, 
NATHANIEL REED, 

Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 

u.s. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 

Hon. JAl'IES A. HALEY, 
Washington, D.O., January 9, 19'76. 

Ohair"J'lUJ,n, Committee on Interior and Insula'!' Affairs, HOWJe of Rep­
resentatives, Washington, D.O. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRl\rAN : On August 18, this Department submitted 
our report on H.R. 4979, a bill "To establish the Chickasaw National 
Recreation Area in the State of Oklahoma, and for other purposes." 
Our earlier report recommended that action on the bill be deferred 
until such time as the National Park Service has completed its study 
of the proposed area. This study has now been completed, and accord­
ingly, we recommend that H.R. 4979 be enacted if amended as sug­
gest~d herein. . 

This bill would include within the boundaries of a new national 
recreation area the existing Platt National Park which was estab-
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Jished by the Act of ,July 1, 1902 and designated as a national park 
bv the Act of June 16, 1906, and Arbuckle Recreation Area, which is currently administered by the National Park Serv~ce pursuant to a 
cooperative agreement with the Bureau of ReclamatiOn dated Febru­
ary 1, 1965, under authority o:f the act of August 7, 1946. In addition, 
the bill would authorize the acquisition of approximately 349 acres 
owned by the city of Sulphur, Okla., and 6,500 acres of private land. 

'Ve recommend that the bill be amended to reduce the entire size of 
the proposed Chickasaw National Recreation Area from 15,000 to not 
more than 10,000 acres. As we recommend that the bill be amended, 
it would contain the 912 acres currently in Platt National Park, 
7,003 acres currently in the Arbuckle National Recreation Area, and 
1,166.2 acres of land which is now privately owned. In addition, we 
propose to include the 349 acres owned by the city of Sulphur, and 
we propose the deletion from Platt National Park of approximately 
6 ·acres. 

The name "Chickasaw" is an appropriate recognition of the history 
of the area which was once part of the Chickasaw Nation. So named 
the new national recreation area will stand as a memorial to the Chick­
asaw Indian Tribe, who relocated on these lands after they were forced 
from their ancestral home in the Southeast. By combining two exist­
ing areas now operated by the National Park Service, the complement­
ing units will provide comprehensive.recreational resources in this a~ea 
of south-central Oklahoma. Emphas1s would be on day-use recreation 
activities, such as picknicking, hiking, wading, and nature study. On 
the Arbuckle Reservoir, water-oriented activities such as swimming, 
fishing, and boating woul~ be emph~sized. Interpretation 'YithiJ?. the 
proposed national recreation area w11l focus on man's relatiOnship to 
his environment and on treating the area as an outdoor laboratory. The 
area is renowned for its prehistorical, historical, and geologic signifi­
cance. Acquisition of the private lands will provide an increased land 
base for development of certain additional public recreation facilities. 
vVe expect that. the combined units into a single national recreation 
area would provide recreation resources for the 2.5 million people in 
the Dallas/Fort Worth and the Oklahoma City areas, and it is within a 
200-mile radius of over 5 million people. 

The estimated cost of acquiring the 1,166 acres of private land which 
we recommend is approximately $1.6 million. The 349 acres within the 
proposal owned by the city of Sulphur is expected to be donated or ac­
quired by exchange. The 6 acres that we propose be excluded from the 
existing Platt National Park would be exchanged with the city of Sul­
phur for use by the city in expanding its school system. Based on J\fay 
1975 prices, we estimate the cost of new developments proposed in this 
national recreation area will be approximately $4,567,000. We con­
template two major hiking and biking trails, one of 16 miles and an­
other of 12 miles in length. Five group camps with comfort facilities 
and a new sewage treatment capability will also be developed. 

We recommend the following amendments to H.R. 4979: 
1. On page 2, lines 3 and 4, change the number and date of the 

map to "numbered 107-20, 004-A and dated February 1974.'' 
Tlus amendment revises the boundary of the proposed national 
recreation area to delete approximately 6,500 acres of private 
land which would be incorporated in the boundary under H.R. 
4979 but which we believe are rmnecessary for acqmsition for the 
area. 
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2. On page 2, lines 10 and 11, change "15,000 acres" to "10,000 
acres". This is a conforming amendment. 

3. On page 4, line 3, delete "July 1, 1972" and substitute there­
for "January 1, 1975." The bill permits owners of improved prop­
erty, which is defined as a single family year-round dwelling 
constructed before July 1, 1972, to retain a right of use and oc­
cupancy if the property is acquired by the Secretary for a fixed 
term of years not to exceed 25 years or for the life of the owner 
or his spouse. We fully intend to make ample use of this device 
in order to assist in the land acquisition program. Only one resi­
dence has been constructed in the area which we propose to acquire 
since July 1,1972, and that was constructed in early 1973. Accord" 
ingly, we believe that it would be equitable to extend the same 
statutory right of use and occupancy to that owner as is available 
to the other three owners of ''improved property" which was: 
constructed before July 1 1972. This proposed amendment would 
accomplish that result. No residential properties have been con­
structed since January of 1975. 

4. On page 6, line 13, delete the period and add ", but not to 
exceed $1.6 million for the acquisition of lands and waters and 
interests therein and not to exceed $4.6 million for development.'~ 
We prefer, as a general policy, to include appropriations authori­
zation ceilings in legislation establishing new areas. 

A draft environmental impact statement to accompany this pro­
posed action has been prepared and is under review by the Depart­
ment. It has not been submitted to the Council on Environmental 
Quality. 

The Office of Management and Budget has advised that there is no 
objection to the submission of this supplemental report from the 
standpoint of the administration's program. 

Sincerely yours, 
DouGLAS P. WHEELER, 

Aating Assistant Searetary of the Interior. 

CHANGES IN ExiSTING LAw 

In compliance with clause 3 of Rule XIII of the Rules of the House 
of Representatives, changes in existing law made by the bill, as re­
ported, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omitted 
IS enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italics, existing 
law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman): 

Acrr oF JUNE 29, 1906 (34 STAT. 837) 

[Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to change the 
name of the Sulphur Springs Reservation, an Indian reservation now 
in the State of Oklahoma, formerly in the Indian Territory, so that 
said Reservation shall be named and hereafter called the "Platt N a­
tiona} Park," in honor of Orville Hitchcock Platt, late and for twenty­
six years a Senator from the State of Connecticut and for many years 
a member of the Committee on Indian Affairs, in recognition of his 
distinguished services to the Indians and to the country.] 

0 
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H. R. 4979 

Rintqrfonrth «tonyrtss of tht tlnittd ~tatts of 2lmcrica 
AT THE SECOND SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the nineteenth day of January, 
one thousand nine hundred and seventy-six 

an $Itt 
To establish the Chickasaw National Recreation Area in the State of Oklahoma, 

and for other purposes. 

Be it e1UUJted by the Senate and Hou&e of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Oongre8s asBembled, That in order to 
provide :for public outdoor recreation use and enjoyment of Arbuckle 
Reservoir and land adjacent thereto, and to provide :for more efficient 
administration of other adjacent area containing scenic, scientific, 
natural, and historic values contributing to public enjoyment of the 
area and to designate the area in such manner as will constitute a 
fitting memorialization of the Chickasaw Indian Nation, there is 
hereby established the Chickasaw N<ational Recrea.tion Area (herein­
after referred to a.s the "recreation area") consisting of lands and 
interests in lands within the area as generally depicted on the drawing 
entitled "Boundary Map, Chickasaw National Recreation Area," num­
bered 107-20004-A and dated February 1974, which shall be on file 
and available for inspection in the offices of the National Park Service, 
Department. of the Interior. The Secretary of the Interior (herein­
after referred to as the "Secretary") may from time to time revise 
the bound,aries of the recreation area by publication of a map or other 
boundar-y description in the Federal Register, 'but the total acreage o:f 
the recreation area may not exceed ten thousand acres. 

SEc. 2. (a) The Secretary may acquire land or interests in lands 
within the boundaries of the recreation area by donation, purchase 
with donated or appropriated funds, or exchange. When any tract of 
land is only partly within such boundaries, the Secretary may acquire 
all or any portion of the land outside of such boundaries in order 
to minimize the payment o:f severance costs. Land so acquired outside 
of the boundaries may be exchanged by tht~ Secretary for non-Federal 
lands within the boundaries, and any land so acquired and not utilized 
:for exchange shall be reported to the General Services Administration 
for disposal under the Federal Property and Administrative Services 
Act of 1949 ( 63 Stat. 377), as amended. Any Federal property located 
within the boundaries o:f the recreation area may he transferred with­
out consideration to the administrative jurisdiction o:f the Secretary 
for the purposes of the recreation area. Lands within the boundaries 
of the recreation area owned by the State of Oklahoma, or any polit­
ical subdivision thereof, may be acquired only by donation: Provided, 
That the Secretary may also acquire lands by exchange with the city 
of Sulphur, utilizing therefor only such lands as may be excluded 
from the recreation area which were formerly within the Platt 
National Park. 

(b) With respect to improved residential property acquired for 
the purposes of this Act, which is beneficially owned bv a natural 
person and which the Secretary determines can be continued in that 
use for a limited period of time without undue interference with the 
administration, development, or public use of the recreation area, 
the owner thereof may on the date of its acquisition by the Secretary 
retain a right of use and occupancy of the property for noncom­
mercial residential purposes for a term, as the owner may elect, end­
ing either (1) at the death of the owner or his spouse, whichever 
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occurs later, or (2) not more than twenty-five years from the date of 
acquisition. Any rrght so retained may, during its existence, be trans­
ferred or assigned. The Secretary shall pay to the owner the fair 
market value of the property on the date of such acquisition, less the 
fair market value on such date of the right retained by the owner. 

(c) As used in this Act, "improved residential property" means a 
single-family year-round dwellmg, the construction of which began 
before March 1, 1975, and which serves as the owner's permanent 
place of abode at the time of its acquisition by the United States, 
together with not more than three acres of land on which the dwelling 
and appurtenant buildings are located that the Secretary finds is 
reasonably necessary for the owner's continued use and occupancy of 
the dwelling: Provided, That the Secretary may exclude from 
improved residential property any waters and adjoining land that 
the Secretary deems is necessary for public access to such waters. 

(d) The Secretary may terminate a right to use and occupancy 
retained pursuant to this section upon his determination that such 
use and occupancy is being exercised in a manner not consistent with 
the purposes of the Act, and upon tender to the holder of the right an 
amount equal to the fair market value of that portion of the right 
which remains unexpired on the date of termination. 

SEc. 3. The Secretary shall permit hunting and fishing on lands 
and waters within the recreation area in accordance with applicable 
Federal and State laws: Provided, That he may designate zones where, 
and establish periods when, no hunting or fishmg will be permitted for 
reasons of public safety, administration, fish or wildlife management, 
or public use and enjoyment. Except in emergencies, any regulations 
issued by the Secretary pursuant to this section shall be put into effect 
only after consultation with the appropriate State agency responsible 
for hunting and fishing activities. 

SEc. 4. (a) Except as otherwise provided in this Act, the Secretary 
shall admimster the recreation area in accordance with the provisions 
of the Act of August 25, 1916 (39 Stat. 535; 16 U.S.C. 1, 2-4), as 
amended and supplemented. 

(b) Nothing contained in this Act shall affect or interfere with the 
authority of the Secretary by the Act of August 24, 1962 (76 Stat. 
395), to operate the Arbuckle Dam and Reservoir in accordance with 
and for the purposes set forth in that Act. 

SEc. 5. The Act of June 29, 1906 (34 Stat. 837), which directed that 
certain lands now included by this Act in the recreation area be desig­
nated as the Platt National Park, is hereby repealed, and such lands 
shall hereafter be considered and known as an integral part of the 
Chickasaw National Recreation Area: Provided, That within such 
area the Secretary may cause to be erected suitable markers or plaques · 
to honor the memory of Orville Hitchcock Platt and to commemorate 
the original establishment of Platt National Park. 

SEc. 6. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 7 of the Act of 
.Tune 16, 1906 (34 Stat. 272), which retain exclusive jurisdiction in the 
United States, upon notification in writing to the Secretary by the 
appropriate State officials of the acceptance by the State of Oklahoma 
of concurrent legislative jurisdiction over the lands formerly within 
the Platt National Park, the Secretary shall publish a notice to that 
effect in the Federal Register and, upon such publication, concurrent 
legislative jurisdiction over such lands is hereby ceded to the State of 
Oklahoma: Provided, That such cession of jurisdiction shall not occur 
until a written agreement has been reached between the State of 
Oklahoma and the Secretary providing for the exercise of concurrent 
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jurisdiction over all other lands and waters within the Chickasaw 
National Recreation Area. 

SEc. 7. There are hereby authorized to be appropriated such sums 
as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of this Act, but not to 
exceed $1,600,000 for the acquisition of lands and interests in lands, 
and $4,567,000 for development. 

Speaker of the HOU8e of Representatwe8. 

Viae President of the United States and 
President of the Senate. 




