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ACTION 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Last Day: December 29 
WASHINGTON 

December 22, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

JIM CANNO~ 
H.R. 8151 - Brigadier General 
Charles E. Yeager Medal 

Attached for your consideration is H.R. 8151, sponsored by 
Representative Rousselot, which would authorize the President 
to present, on behalf of the Congress, a silver medal, 
equivalent to a noncombat Medal of Honor, to Brigadier General 
Charles E. Yeager, USAF. General Yeager was the first person 
to break the sound barrier when he flew the XS-1 research 
airplane faster than the speed of sound on October 14, 1947. 

Additional information is provided in OMB's enrolled bill 
report at Tab A. 

OMB, Max Friedersdorf, Counsel's Office {Lazarus} and I recommend 
approval of the enrolled bill. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign H.R. 8151 at Tab B. 

Digitized from Box 36 of the White House Records Office Legislation Case Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library





EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

DEC 2 2 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Enrolled Bill H.R. 8151 - Brigadier General 
Charles E. Yeager medal 

Sponsor - Rep. Rousselot (R) California 

Last Day for Action 

December 29, 1975 - Monday 

Purpose 

To authorize the President to present a medal to Brigadier 
General Charles E. Yeager. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Department of Defense 
Department of the Treasury 

Discussion 

Approval 

Approval 
No objection 

The enrolled bill authorizes the President to present, on behalf 
of the Congress, a silver medal, equivalent to a noncombat 
Medal of Honor, to Brigadier General Charles E. Yeager, United 
States Air Force. General Yeager risked his life in becoming 
the first person to break the sound barrier when he flew the 
XS-1 research airplane faster than the speed of sound on 
October 14, 1947. 

H.R. 8151 directs the Secretary of the Treasury to cause an 
appropriate medal to be struck for presentation to the General. 
The Secretary of the Air Force would determine the design of 
such a medal, subject to the approval of the Secretary of the 



2 

Treasury. The enrolled bill authorizes $5,500 for the pro
duction of this medal. It also authorizes the Secretary of 
the Treasury to manufacture and sell to the general public 
bronze duplicates of the medal at a price sufficient to cover 
the cost of manufacture, including labor. 

q.~n,.d-~ 
~Assistant Directoq' 

for Legislative Reference 

Enclosures 



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 

WASHINGTON 20330 

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

1 9 DEC 1975 

Dear Mr. Director: 

Reference is made to your request for the views of the 
Department of Defense with respect to the enrolled enact
ment of H.R. 8151, 94th Co!lgress, a bill "To authorize the 
President of the United States to present in the name of 
Congress, a Medal to Brigadier General Charles E. Yeager, 
USAF (Retired)." The Secretary of Defense has delegated 
to the Department of the Air Force the responsibility for 
expressing the views of the Department of Defense. 

The Department of the Air Force, on behalf of the 
Department of Defense, recommends that this bill be s~gned 
by the President. General Yeager contributed immeasurably 
to aerospace science by risking his life in piloting the 
XS-1 research airplane faster than the speed of sound on 
October 14, 1947, thus becoming the first person to break 
the sound barrier in a manned. airplane. He is most deserv
ing of the special medal which will provide recognition for 
his many contributions to his country. 

H.R. 8151 would not cause a significant increase in 
the budgetary requirements of the Department of Defense. 

This report has been coordinated within the Department 
of Defense in accordance with the procedures prescribed by 
the Secretary of Defense. 

Honorable James T. Lynn 
Director, Office of Management 

and Bu~get 
Washi!lgton, D. c. 20503 

Sincerely, 

Assistant Secretary of 
the Air Force (I&L) 



THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20220 

DEC 19 1975 

Director, Office of Management and Budget 
Executive Office of the President 
Washington, D. c. 20503 

Attention: Assistant Director for Legislative 
Reference 

Sir: 

Your office has asked for the views of this Department 
on the enrolled enactment of H.R. 8151, "To authorize the 
President of the United States to present in the name of 
Congress, a medal to Brigadier General Charles E. Yeager." 

The enrolled enactment would authorize the President 
to present, on behalf of the Congress, an appropriate silver 
medal to Brigadier General Charles E. Yeager, u.s. Air Force, 
for his contributions to aerospace science. The bill would 
authorize and direct the Secretary of the Treasury to cause 
the medal to be struck. For the purpose of designing and 
manufacturing the medal, which would be equivalent to a 
noncombat Medal of Honor, the bill would authorize the sum 
of $5,500 to be appropriated. It would also authorize the 
Secretary to manufacture and sell to the general public bronze 
duplicates of the medal at a price sufficient to cover the 
cost of manufacture, including labor. 

The Department anticipates no unusual administrative 
difficulties in carrying out its responsibilities under the 
enrolled enactment and-would have no objection to a recom
mendation that it be approved by the President. 

Sincerely yours, 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

DEC 2 2 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Enrolled Bill H.R. 8151 - Brigadier General 
Charles E. Yeager medal 

Sponsor - Rep. Rousselot (R) California 

Last Day for Action 

December 29, 1975 - Monday 

Purpose 

To authorize the President to present a medal to Brigadier 
General Charles E. Yeager. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Department of Defense 
Department of the Treasury 

Discussion 

Approval 

Approval 
No objection 

The enrolled bill authorizes the President to present, on behalf 
of the Congress, a silver medal, equivalent to a noncombat 
Medal of Honor, to Brigadier General Charles E. Yeager, United 
State~ Air Force. General Yeager risked his life in becoming 
the first person to break the sound barrier when he flew the 
XS-1 research airplane faster than the speed of sound on 
October 14, 1947. 

H.R. 8151 directs the Secretary of the Treasury to cause an 
appropriate medal to be struck for presentation to the General. 
The Secretary of the Air Force would determine the design of 
such a medal, subject to the approval of the Secretary of the 

/ 
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Treasury. The enrolled bill authorizes $5,500 for the pro
duction of this medal. It also authorizes the Secretary of 
the Treasury to manufacture and sell to the general public 
bronze duplicates of the medal at a price sufficient to cover 
the cost of manufacture, including labor. 

Enclosures 

q~A.if~ 
~ssistant Directo~ 

for Legislative Reference 

I 
I 

'1 



94TH CoNGRESS 
1st Session } SENATE { REPORT 

No. 94-565 

BRIG. GEN. CHARLES E. YEAGER, MEDAL 

DECEMBER 16 (legislative day, DECEMBER 15), 1975.-0rdered to be printed 

Mr. PRoxMIRE, from the Committee on Banking, Housing and 
Urban Affairs, submitted the following 

REPORT 
(To accompany H.R. 8151] 

The Committee on Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs, to which 
was referred the bill (H.R. 8151) to authorize the President of the 
United States to present in the name of Congress a medal to Brig. 
Gen. Charles E. Yeager, having considered the same reports favor
ably thereon without amendment and recommends that the bill do 
pass. 

GENERAL STATEMENT 

Introduced in the House of Representatives on June 23, 1975, H.R. 
8151 was passed by the House on October 20, 1975. A total of nineteen 
similar bills honoring Brig. Gen. Charles E. Yeager were proposed in 
the .ij:ouse of Representatives. The House Committee on Banking, 
Currency and Housing held hearings on H.R. 8151 on September 23, 
1975 and reported the bill out, without amendment, shortly thereafter. 

The bill would authorize the President to present a silver medal, 
equivalent to a noncombat Medal of Honor, to Brig. Gen. Charles E. 
Yeager for his accomp1ishments with the XS-1 research airplane and 
for being the first man to fly an aircraft faster than the speed of sound. 
The legislation would authorize and direct the Secretary of the Treas
ury to cause the medal to be &truck and furnished to the President. 
Tlie medal's emblems, devices and inscriptions are to be determined 
by the Secretary of the Air Force with the approval of the Secretary 
of the Treasury. For the pur~ose of designing and manufacturing this 
medal, the bill would authonze the sum of $5,500 to be appropriated. 
It would also authorize the Secretary to manufacture and sell to the 
general public bronze dupHcates of the medal at a price sufficient to 
cover the cost of manufacture. The facilities of the Bureau of the 
Mint would be utilized for the purpose of designing and striking this 
medal. 

IT-010 
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DEPARTMENTAL REPORT 

The Department of the Treasury, which has no objection to the bill, 
submitted the following report to the Committee: 

Tm GJJ~RAL CouNsl!ll. oF Trrn TREAsURY. 
W aJJhzngt01t, D.O., N 01.'ember 4, i975. 

l-Ion. WILLIAM PROXMIRE, 

Ohairman, Oomm~ittee on -Bmnleing, If owiJng and llrban Affairs, 
U.S. Senate, W aJJhingtQ'I),_ D.O. · 

rDEAR MR. c~~AN: Reference is made to your reguest for the 
views of this Department on H.R. 8151; a bin "to authonze the Presi
dent of the United States to present, in the name of Congress, a medal 
to Brig. Gen. Charles E. Yeager. 

H.R. 8151 would authorize the President to pre.sent, on behalf of 
the Congress, an appropriate silver medal to Brig. Gen. Charles E. 
Yea~r, U.S. Air Force, for his contrib. utions to aerospace science. 
The t>ill would authorize and direct the Secretary of the Treasury to 
cause the medal to be struck. For the purpose of designing and mimu
facturing the medal, which would be equivalent .to a noncombat Medal 
of Honor, the bill would authorize the sum of $5,500 to be appropri
ated. It would also authorize the Secretary to manufacture and sell 
to the general public bronze duplic:t.tes of the medal at a price sufficient 
to eover t.he. cost of J;[ijl.nufacture, including labor. 

The Depa.Iitment has no comments to make on the merits of H.R. 
815L The facilities of the Bureau of the Minte would be made avail
able for the purpose of designing and striking this medal. The appro
priation of $5,500, which .would . be authorized by the bill, would be 
sufficient to cover the cost of the medal, including the preparation of 
designs, models and master dies, The Department ivould have no 
objection to adding this medal to those regularly struck for sale to 
the public, as prov1~ed in section 2 of the bill. · 

The Department was advised by the Office of Management and 
Budget that there was no objectj~ from the standpoint of the ad
ministration's program to the submission to the House Committee on 
Banking, Currency and Housing of an identical report on H.R. 8051, 
an identical bill. 

Sincerely. yours, 

0 

RrcHARD R. AwREcHT, 
General Oounsel. 

S.R. :!85 



H. R. 8151 

RintQ!,fourth Q:ongrtss of tht linittd ~tatts of 9mcrica 
AT THE FIRST SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Tuesday, the fourteenth day of January, 
one thousand nine hundred and seventy1ive 

9n 9ct 
'fo authorize the President of the United States to present In the name of 

Congress, a medal to Brigadier General Charles E. Yeager. 

B e it enacted by the Senate and House of Reprel!entatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the President 
of the United States is hereby authorized to present, on behalf of the 
Congress, to Brigadier General Charles E. Yeager, United States Air 
Force, an appropriate silver medal, equivalent to a noncombat Medal 
of Honor, for contributing immeasurably to aerospace science by risk
ing his life in piloting the XS-1 research airplane faster than the 
speed of sound on October 14, 1947. For such purpose the Secretary of 
the Treasury is authorized and directed to cause to be struck a silver 
medal with suitable emblems, devices, and inscriptions to be deter
mined by the Secretary of the Air Force subject to the approval of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. There is hereby authorized to be appro-
priated the sum of $5,500 for this purpose. . 

SEc. 2. The Secretary of the Treasury shall cause duplicates in 
bronze of such medal to be coined and sold, under such regulations as 
he may prescribe, at a price sufficient to cover the cost thereof (includ
ing labor), and the appropriations used in carrying out the provisions 
of this section shall be reimbursed out of the proceeds of such sale. 

Speaker of the House of R epresentatilveB. 

Vice President of the United State!! and 
President of the S enate. 



December lT, 1915 

'fbe fol.l.DVUJg billa were receiTed at tbe White 
Bouse on December 17th: 

'-'LR. 1.535/... 
va.R. 5559 ",j "' 

LR. 6851. 
vR.R. 6874 
• Lll. 81Sl/' 

Pleue l.et tbe President ba:re reports aD4 
reccyrgem'at1ona u to tbe approval ot tbeae 
bills as soon as J08&1bl.e. 

s~, 

Robert D. 1.1 mer 
Cb1e1" Bxeeutive Clerk 

The Jk:IDorable .Tames '1'. Ipn 
Direetar 
Ottice ot llauagement arri lludeet 
Wasb1ngtoo, D. C. 




