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THE WHITE HOUSE 
ACTION 

WASHINGTON Last Day: December 24 

December 22, 1975 

\'- MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: JIM CANNO~ 
SUBJECT: s. 447 - For the Relief of 

Jesus Cortez Pineda 

Attached for your consideration isS. 447, sponsored 
by Senator Cranston, which would classify the 
beneficiary, a 19-year-old native and citizen of 
Mexico, as a "child" under the Immigration and 
Nationality Act. 

Approval of the enrolled bill would allow the beneficiary 
to remain in the United States for the adjustment of 
his status from that of a non-immigrant student to 
permanent resident alien. 

Additional information is provided in OM~'s enrolled 
bill report at Tab A. 

OMB, Max Friedersdorf, Counsel's Office (Lazarus) ,NSC 
and I recommend approval of the enrolled bill. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign S. 447 at Tab B. 
,.,..-:-'iO~. ' ) () 
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Digitized from Box 35 of the White House Records Office Legislation Case Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library





EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

DEC 1 8 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Enrolled Bill s. 447 - "For the relief of Jesus 
Cortez Pineda" 

Sponsor - Sen. Cranston (D) California 

Last Day for Action 

December 24, 1975 - Wednesday 

Purpose 

To grant preferential immigrant status to Jesus Cortez Pineda. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Immigration and Naturalization Service 
Department of State 

Discussion 

Approval 

Approval 
No objection 

The enrolled bill would classify Jesus Cortez Pineda as a 
"child" under the Immigration and Nationality Act upon approval 
of a petition filed in his behalf by Mr. and Mrs. David Pineda. 
This would allow him to remain in the United States for the 
adjustment of his status from that of non-immigrant student to 
permanent resident alien. The bill also provides that his 
natural parents, brothers or sisters would not be accorded any 
benefits under the Act because of their relationship to him. 

The beneficiary is a 19 year old native and citizen of Mexico, 
who entered the United States in December 1973 as a non-immigrant 
student and is presently attending school in Fresno, California. 
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He was adopted in Mexico on August 9, 1972 by Mr. and Mrs. 
David M. Pineda of Fresno, California, who are his brother
in-law and sister, respectively, and, by decree of the Mexican 
court, given the surname of Pineda. The beneficiary's 
natural father is deceased, and his natural mother is ill 
and unable to care for him. 

Because the beneficiary was over 14 years of age at adoption, 
he is not eligible under the Immigration and Nationality Act 
to adjust his status while in the United States and would 
be required to obtain an immigrant visa outside this coun
try. Such a visa would be chargeable to the numerical 
limitation placed on immigrants from the Western Hemisphere. 

Enclosures 

~~.0~ 
ftss~stant Director for 

Legislative Reference 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

Honorable James T. Lynn 
Director, Office of 

Management and Budget 
Washington, D.C. 20503 

Dear Mr. Lynn; 

11 DfC 1971 

Reference is made to Mr. Frey's communication of 
December 12, 1975, transmitting for comment enrolled 
bills S. 55, "For the relief of Dino Mendoza Pascua 11

, 

and S. 447, "For the relief of Jesus Cortez Pineda". 

This Department's files contain no information 
identifiable with the above-cited aliens, and in the 
absence of any derogatory information, this Department 
has no objection to the enactment of these bills. 

Sincerely, 

14sr&~~~&~£:1r 
Congressional Relations 

, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W"" H!N3TON 

December 22, 1975 

r1EMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

The Office of Legislative Affairs concurs with the agencies 

that the subject bill be signed. 

Attachments 

, 



UNITED STATES DE_'"'ARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE 

Washington 25, D.C. 

OI'"I'"ICit OF THE COMMISSIONER 
DEC 1 5 1975 

ANill REP'E:R 1'0 THIS FILE NO. 

A20 326 544 

TO OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Private Bill No. s. 447 Office of Management 

CO Fonn 18 

(REV • 1 -1 7 - 72) 

----~~--~--~~---and Budget request dated December 12, 1975 

Beneficiary or Beneficiaries Jesus Cortez Pineda 

Pursuant to your request for the views of the Department of Justice on 
the subject bill, a review has been madP of the facsi milr, of the bill, the re
lating Congressional Committee report or reports, and all pertinent informatinn 
in the files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service. 

On the basis of this review the Immigration and Naturalization Service, 
on behalf of the Department of Justice: 

~ Recommends approval of the bill 

D Interposes no objection to approval of the bill 

Sincerely, 

' 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

December 22, 1975 

JIM CAVANAUGH 

LES JANKA .g.y· 
S. 447 - For the Relief of Jesus 
Cortez Pineda 

The NSC Staff has no objection to the enrolled bill S. 44 7. 

, 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

DEC 18 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Enrolled Bill s. 447 - "For the relief of Jesus 
Cortez Pineda11 

Sponsor - Sen. Cranston (D) California 

Last Day for Action 

December 24, 1975 - Wednesday 

Purpose 

To grant preferential immigrant status to Jesus Cortez Pineda. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Immigration and Naturalization Service 
Department of State 

Discussion 

Approval 

·Approval 
No objection 

The enrolled bill would classify Jesus Cortez Pineda as a 
"child" under the Immigration and Nationality Act upon approval 
of a petition filed in his behalf by Mr. and Mrs. David Pineda. 
This would allow him to remain in the United States for the 
adjustment of his status from that of non-immigrant student to 
permanent resident alien. The bill also provides that his 
natural parents, brothers or sisters would not be accorded any 
benefits under the Act because of their relationship to him. 

The beneficiary is a 19 year old native and citizen of Mexico, 
who entered the United States in December 1973 as a non-immigrant 
student and is presently attending school in Fresno, California. 

' I , 
I 

' 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASHINGTON LOG NO.: 1397 

Da.te: December :eD Time: 600pm 

FOR ACTION: NSC/S ~ cc (fo:r information): 
Max Priedersdorf ~ Jack Marsh 
Ken Lazarus~ Jim Cavanaugh 

Warren Bendttks 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

D~ :~ Decellber Jf 
l .. 

SUBJECT: 
s. 447 - For the relief of Jesus Cortez Pineda 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

-- Fo:r Neceua.:ry Action 

- - P:repa.:re Agenda. a.nd Brie£ 

X 
-- For You:r Comment& 

REMARKS: 

--Fo:r You:r Recommenda.tiona 

--D:ra.ft Reply 

__ D:ra.ft Remcub 

Pleaeereeturn to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Winq 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you ha.ve a.ny question~~ o:r if you anticipate a 
dela.y in submitting the :requii'ed ma.terial, please 
telephone the Sta.ff Secretary imr~:ately. 

K. R. COLE, JR. 
For the President 

I 

I 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

~CTION MEMORANDUM 1397 
WASIIINOTON LOG NO.: 

Da.te: December 2 0 Time: 600pm 

FOR ACTION: NSC/S 
Max Friedersdorf 
Ken Lazarus 

cc (for inforrna.tion): 
Jack Marsh 
Jim Cavanaugh 

Warren Hendriks 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Da.te: December 22 Time: 
200pm 

SUBJECT: 
S. 447 - For the relief of Jesus Cortez Pineda 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

-- For Necessa.ry Action 

-- Prepa.re Agenda. a.nd Brie£ 

X 
-- For Your Comments 

REMARKS: 

--For Your Recommenda.tions 

--Dra.ft Reply 

--Dra.ft Rema.rks 

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing 

No objection. 

• Ken Lazarus 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you ha.ve a.ny questions or if you a.nticipa.te a. 
dela.y in submitting the required ma.teria.l, plea.se 
telephone the Sta.££ Secreta.ey immediately. 

I 

f 

t 
I 



94TH CoNGRESS} HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES j RF..POBT 
1st Session 1 No. 94-588 

JESUS CORTEZ PINEDA 

OcroBEB 28, 1975.-Committed to the Committee of the Whole House and 
ordered to be printed 

Mr. EILBERG, from the Comn1itteeon the Judiciary, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
[To accompany S. 447] 

The 'Committee on the .Tudiciary, to whom was referred the bill 
( S. 44:7), for the rellef of Jesus Cortez Pineda, ha,ving considered the 
sa.me, report favorably thereon with a,mendments and reconimimd 
that the bill as amended do pass. 

'The amendments ·are as follows: 
On page 1, line 7, strike out "citizens of the United States," and 

insert mlieu thereof the following: 
a citizen of the United States and alawfully resident alien, 

respectively, 
On page 1, line 8, after the words "That the" insert the words 

"natural parents or". 
PURPOSE OF THE BILl, 

The purpose of this bill, as amended, is to facilitate the admission 
into the United States for permanent residence of the adopted son of 
a citizen of the United States and a lawfully resident alien. The bill 
l1as been amended to refer to the beneficiary's adopted mother as a 
lawfully resident alien rather than a citizen of the United States. The 
bill has been fmther amended in accordance with established 
precedents. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

The beneficiary of the bill is an 18-year-old native and citizen of 
)fexico who entered the United States on December 16, 1973. as a 
student and is presently attending school in Fresno, Calif. He was 
adopted on August 9, 1972, by his sister, a permanent resident, and 
her U.S. citizen spouse. The beneficiary's natural mother is ill and 
unable to care for him and his natural :father is deceased. Information 
is to the effect that the adoptive parents are financially able to care for 
him. The beneficiary's younger brother has also been adopted by Mr. 
and Mrs. Pineda. 

57-007 

' 
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A letter, with attached memorandum, dated August 12, 1974, to 
the chairman of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary from the 
Commissioner of Immigration and Naturalization with reference to 
S. 3279, a bill for the relief of the same beneficiary introduced in the 
93d Congress, reads a~ fol~ows : 

U.S. DEPART:liENT OF .JusTICE, 
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE, 

lVasMngton,1J.O., August 12,1974. 
A-211326544. 
Hon. JAMES 0. EAsTLAND, 
Ohair'11Ul!n, Omnrnittee on the Jttdieiary, 
U.S. Senate, lV ashington, D.O. 

DEAR SENATOR: In response to your request for a report:r~lative to 
the bill ( S. 3279) for the ~elief of jesus Cortez Pineda, there is attached 
a memorandum of information concerning the beneficiary. 

The bill provides that the 17-year-old adopt~d son of ~Ir. and Mrs. 
David Pineda may be classified as a child and granted immediate 
relative status. 

Absent enactment of a bill, the heneficiai·y, a native of Mexico, 
would be chargeahle to the numerical limitation for immigrants from 
the :western Hemisphere. He would he statutorily ineligible ro· adjust 
his status while in the United States and be required to obtain a visa 
outside this country. 

Sincerely, 
L. F. CHAP:&t:AN, Jr .• 

0 orr~~~nisaioner. 

:&IE:llORANDUM OF INFORMA'!'TON FRO:&£ Ufl.\UGRATIO)\· AND 
NATURALIZATION SERVICES FILES RE S. 3279 

The beneficiary~ .Tesns Cortez Pineda~ who was formerly 
known as Jesus Cortez Lopez, a native and citizen of Mexico, 
was born on October 23, HIM). He lives with his adopted 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. David M. Pineda. in Fresno, Calif. 
He and a· younger brother were adopted by x1r. and .\frs. 
Pineda in the Court of the First Instance of Yuriri, Guana
juato, Mexico, on August 9, 1972. The beneficiary is a brotl;£<r 
of Mrs. Pineda. The conrt decre(;'od that the adopted eluld 
should thereafter bear the surname of Pin(;'oda. The bene
ficiary's widowed mother lives in ~fexico. 

Mr. David M. Pineda was horn in Fresno, Calif., on 
Fehruar,y 15, 1935. He has a Ra<>helor of Arts dep:ree in Public 
Administration. He is emplo,ved as a .shippin;r control clerk 
with a gross yearly salary of approximately $7.500. He re
<>eives benefits from the GI bill amountin£r to $224 monthly. 
His assflts also inclnde his residence in Fresno, valued at 
about $20.000 and rental propl'rty in Fresno value~ at about 
$12.000. Mr. Pineda has three brothers and four s1sters who 
reside in the United States. 

Mrs. Pineda was horn on .Tnlv 2R. 1941, in Cerano, Guana
juato, Mexico. She entered the UnitPd States on February 14, 

H.R. 588 
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1962, as a permanent resident. She is employed 011 a ~asonal 
basis as a decoration manufacturer and.earns approxim!J.tely 
$3,500 yearly. She has one brother .and :four sisters who live . 
in Mexico. Another-sister resides in the United States... . 

Mr. and Mrs. Pineda have one son who lives with them 
in Fresno. They stated that they adopted the beneficiary 
because his natural mother is ill ~ind unable to care for him 
due to the death of his father and that it was the last request 
of the beneficiary's father. The.y stated that the beneficiary 
will live with them and they will rear and educate him as 
their own child. 

Mr. and 1\frs. Pineda visited Mexico when they adopted 
the beneficiary and his brother. Their visa petition to accord 
the beneficiary immediate relative status in the issuance of 
an immigrant visa was denied on ~Tune 5, 1973, as the bene
ficiary was over the age of 14 at the time of adoption and 
could not be considered a child as defined in the Immigration 
and Nationality Act. 

A letter dated Sept~mber 27, 1974, to the chairman o:f the Senate 
Committee on the .Judiciary from the Commissioner of Immigration 
and Naturalization with reference to S. 3279 reads as follows: 

lT.S. DEPAR'rMENT OF JusTICE. 
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE, 

A-20326544. 
lV ashington, D.O., Septem~oer!87, 197 4. 

Hon .• TAMF~ 0. EASTLA)."'D, 
(!h.airman., Oornrnittee on the J~tdiciary, 
fl.S. Senate, 
W a.<Jhington, D.O. 

DEAR SENATOR: This refers to S. 3279 in behalf of Jesus Cortez 
PinPA.la. 

The beneficiary entered the TTnited States on December 16, 1973, 
as a nonimmigrant student. He is presently attending school in Fresnoy 
Calif. 

Sincerely, 
L. F. CHAPMAN, .r r., 

0 0rr111nissioner. 

Senator Alan Cranston, the author of the bill, submitted the· 
fo11owing information in support of S. 3279 of the 93d Congress: 

u.s. SENATE, 
CoMMITTEE ON LABOR AND PuBLIC 'VELFARE, 

Hon. JA:&IES 0. EASTLAND, 
lV ashingtJon, D.O., September '26, 1974. 

Chairman., Committee on the .Judieiary, 
·U.S. Senate, lV ashington, D.O. . 

DEAR SENATOR EASTLAND: On .Aprill, 1974, I introduced S. 3279 
for the relief of Jesus Cortez Pineda, one of two adopted sons of 
David and Reyna Pineda. . . . 

David Pineda is an American citizen and Reyna Pineda, the naturni 
sister of Jesus and Moises Cortez, is a permanent resident. Moises 

H.R. 588 
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'Col"tm iis ·drnady in the United Stat:e:s. Tlm natural mother of Mrs. 
. Pini.'Jdla ;is p~ysically~ financially~ and emotionally unable to care for 
hertwt> ~yssince too father died. 
. ~ :am,enel:osing d~entati?n in support. Of the bill; na~ely '· t_rans
latum of. 'the :adoptlQll'l p~oceedm~, a hst of the assets and habihtws of 
the family showmg thmr financ1al status, and a letter from Mr. and 
. 1\frs. :Pineda e~'Si11g their dE>..sire to raise Jesus. They are most 
desil!ous •of having .Jesus j'oin the family as soon as possible and 
continue his educa:tion in the United :States. 

I know that all members of the family will be most grateful for the 
·COmmittee's •consid~ra:tiou so that the natural mother can be relieved 
·of her responsibilli.cy and the boy, Jesus assured of adequate care. 

Sincere~y, 
ALAN CRANSTON. 

FREsNo, CALIF., July 15, 197 fr. 
-Hon. ALAN Cru.xsToN~ 
B.'S. Senator, 
Senate 'Office Building~ lflashingto·n, D.O. 

DEAR SENATOR CRANSTON: We are deeply grateful for all the help 
,you have rendered us so far in the matter of our adopted son, ,Jesus 
ibortez Pineda for whom you have introduced S. 3279 and we are 
:::mxiously waiting to hear of its passage in the Senate. 

As :;you know, we have been unable-to bring our adopted son :from 
Mexico to the United States because he is now 17 years old and is on 
the waiting 11st and we haYe encountered nothing but redtape in our 
·efforts to bring him into this country. 

I, David Pineda, am a citizen of the United States and I was born 
here. My wife is Reyna Pineda and she is a permanent resident of the 
Un:ited States. \Ye were married in this country and have our home 
here. \Ye adopted Jesns and a younger brother on October 13, 1972. 
Both boys ai~e Reyna Pineda's natural brothers. The reason we adopted 
them is 'because their father is deceased and their mother is physically 
and 'financially unable to care for them. 

As we understand it, the immigration law regarding a child who is 
beyond the of 14 years does not allow passage to the United States 
for such a , the reason for that being that they come into the 
country and deprive people of ·work. 'We have no intention of bringing 
our adopted son into this country to work. In fact, the purpose of our 
'bringing him in is to educate him. He is presently living with us in 
Fresno, Calif. and is l1ere on a nonimmigrant student visa. 

1Ve realize that there are many cases such as this, but we believe 
this 'is a little different. vYe have gone through all the legal proceedings 
to .adopt these boys and we take full responsibility for them. Most 
important is that our seventeen-year old has no parent who can take 
care of his needs at the moment, except us. He is legally our son and 
we will be we11 able to care for him both emotionally and financially. 
~ e are requesting .that you please continue i!l you~ effort~ to assist 

'US m otlr -efforts to brmg ot1r son Jesus Cortez Pmeda mto this country 
so that we may,continue to educate him and so that we may live to
gether as a family. He will eventuully be~ome a citizen of the United 
States ;and will be prodtteti ve to this country aild to the State of Cali-

H.R. 588 
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fornia if allowed to receive a good education anti the love of us, his 
adoptive parents • 

Again, thank you for all your kind help and assistance in this 
matter. 

Respectfully yours, 
DAVID PINEDA. 
REYXA PINEDA . 

AFFIDAVIT AS TO WHY :1\-IRS. FERJ\-IINA CORTES CANNOT TAKE 
CARE OF HEU SONS JESUS AND :M:OISES CORTES 

I, Reyna Pineda, after being duly sworn decla.re and say, 
that I am the daughter of Mrs. Fermina Cortes. That my 
father is deceased. That my mother is 59 years old and 
unable to work, and that she resides in Mexico. 

I further declare and say that my brothers and sisters 
have at times been required to provide assistance for my 
mother because of her inability to support herself. Because 
of her indigency and the family situation, she is not able to 
t~~e care of my two brothers, and my husband who is a U.S. 
citizen, and I have adopted my two brothers, .Jesus and 
Moises Cortes. Because of the ~overty and indigency of my 
mother, my 16-year-old brother IS no longer attending school. 

In addition, my mother has been ill in the past since my 
father was deceased, and she has been unable to provide tlie 
necessary food, clothing and other amenities that are needed 
to bring up a child, The boys are now adopted children 
and we are able to provide for them adequately. They will 
not come to the United States for the purpose of workin()' but 
rather, so that they will be able to obtain the education""that 
they should have to become productive citizens of the United 
States. 

I declare that the above is true to the best of mv knowl-
edge and belief. v 

REYNA PINEDA. 

BUDGETARY INFORMATION 

~his legislation d_oes not provide ne.w budgetary authority and no 
estimate or comparison has been received from the Director of the 
Congressional Budget Office. 

OVERSIGHT STATEMENT 

The .ColTl_mitt~e exercises gener.al oversight jurisdiction with respect 
to all Imnugrahon and natwnahty matters but no specific oversiO'ht 
is contemplated in this instance. "" 

C01\<IMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case is of 
the opinion that the bill (S. 447), as amended, should be enacted. 

0 
H.R. 588 



94TH CoNGRESS } 
1st Session 

Calendar No. 221 
SENATE 

JESUS CORTEZ PINEDA 

{ REPORT 
No. 94-226 

JuNE 24 (legislative day, JUNE _6), 1975.~0rdered to be printed 

Mr. EASTJ.AND, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
submitted the following 

.REPORT 
[To accompany S. 447] 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was 'referred the bill 
(S; 447) for the relief of •Jesus Cortez Pineda, having considered the 
same, reports favorably thereon. without amendment and recdmmends 
that the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE OF THE . BILL 

. The purpose·?f the bill is-to-facilitate the·adju~t~n,t·of st~tus as an 
tmmedtate relatlv~ ofthe ad·o~ son of a U.S. cttlZen •ul· his lawfulJy 
permanent resident spouse. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 

· The beneficiary of the bill is an 18-year-old native an.d citizen of 
Mexico who entered the United' States on December 16; 1973; as a 
student and is presently attending schooUn Fresno, . Ca}it He was 
adopted o~ ~ugust 9, 1972, by his s¥>ter, a permanent· resi~e~t, and 
her U.S. e1t1zen sh~~se. The benefiCiary's: natural mother ts tll and 
unable to care for · and his natural father is deceased. Imonnation 
is to the effect that the adoptive parents are financially a.]?le to care for 
himo The beneficiary's younger brother has also been adopted by Mr. 
and Mrs. Pineda. · 

38-007 
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A -t1fut~· with ~t.ttached memorandum, dated August 12, 1974, to 
the chatrman of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary from the 
Q~ssion~r of ~i~ation, a.J'l.(}- N fl!turaliza~io~ ~vith ;re~~ .tQ 
~ 3~19, r ~llnll for the relief of the same benefimaq mtrod!Jced 1n the 
93d Congr-688; readS: aS:iollo-ws: · · 

A-20326544. 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JusTICE, 
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE 

Washington, D.O., August 12, i97J,.. 

Hon. JAMES 0. EASTLAND, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, A~/. 
DE!4~;~~Q,JJ:; ln ·r~p~ ~~~y~r request £9r_ & !1(lport .. 1;elfl.tive to 

the btll (S. 3279) for the rehef of Jesus Cortez Pineda, there is attached 
a memorandum of inforrriatton coiicernbrg"'the beneficiary. 
T~e b~ provides that the 17-year-old adopted son of Mr. and Mrs. 

. David P1~8,1 IJi.p,y- · b~ ~~ -aJ -~ cbj#l· ~Jld g~:an.ted- immediate 
relative status. · · · 

Absent enactment bf a bill, the beneficiary, a native of Mexico 
would be cha!geable to the.,\1\ij.UA,riJWJ..li.witation for immigrants fro~ 
t~e Western ~eJ?lisphere. !Je·-W:dltl<:ll ~ atatutorily ineligible to adjust 
his status while m the Uruted States and be required to obtain a visa 
outside this country-. -

S~cerely, 
L. F. ClfAP:MkN, Jr., 

·GJmmis~umer. •. 

MEMORANDUM OF INFORMATION FROM IMMIGRAT.IQN :A.ND 

NATURALIZATIOOf SEti:VK::il FIDES RE S. 3279 

k~~~=t~~t=~~=:n~:a~~~ftiz::~l=~~ 
was born on October 23, 1956. He li'Ves with· nis 'adijpt~ 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. David M. Pineda, in Fresno, Calif. 
He and a younger:'-~!6tlu~r- ~e ·~d by Mr. and Mrs. 
~in~<\tt-jn ~~e , Qo~u:t .pJ,}~ FiJst_)q$t~n_ce. of,Y~!~.Ol!ll-n,a., . 
HJat.Q, :rr~~lJlO,,_ qn .A-u~~~~lf.}972. 'fll,o bet1efi~lfi;I'Y~S a ttr_!?,the'f. 
of, MP,S· P!p-!:)p.&., T~e :~~'Itt_ t q~C!El!'l_d· th!\t; W~- adoJ2t"tJ4 · cij.~td 
sp~pl<:t ,th~r~:af:\er _bear ~h~ s'll~Jtt;Ue; f}t: · PUr~~~~-· '.(he_ b~'¢~L: 
:(i~i.ro-y:&- W,l.CJowe.<;i .Jtl9t,h~;r·hy~s--m·M~co~. · ,. · ' · 
... Mr.:. V4yj.d~ ~L '• f.iti~d~ was born in F'reiho~ - Cil:1if., on 
F,cl;(f.~~ry' ' !fi1,}9;3;."~:- lie ~!!,S _ a,, ~.1:!-cp.~lor Pl ~. rllJi.t;~e Jp 

-~~~~~~~~~~t:sa~f:;l~:a~~~~~J%~~;:ii~i~~~Y~~h.Poo~~-: 
receives benefits from the GI btll amountmg_ to $22'4monthly. 
His assets also include his residence in Fresno, valued at 
about $20,000 and rental property in Fresno valued at about 
$12,000. Mr. Pineda has three brothers and four sisters who 
reside in the United States. 

Mrs. Pineda was born on July 28, 1941, in Cerano, Guana
juato, Mexico. She entered the United States on February 14 
1962, as a permanent resident. She is employed on a seft§oWti 
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basis as a decoration manufa-cturer and earns approxi,ma~ly 
$~,500 y-early; She has one brothe:r and 'four siste118 who 1i-te 
in Mexico. Another sister residtJ~ ih the United States. 

Mr. -a'tl.d Mrs. Pineda have one son who liv-es w-ith -1them 
in Fres:no. They stated that t'hey adopted the b~nefic~&ry 
beca~ his natm•&i mother is ill and unable to -eate for him 
due to the death of his father and that it was the last req!J~st 
of the benefi-ciaty''s father. They stated that the benefi<'ary 
will live with them and they will rear and educa-te him as 
theiT own child. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pineda visited Mexico whe-n 'they addpted 
the bm1eficiary- and his brother. Their visa ~titien to accord 
the beneficiary immediate relative status in the -issuance of 
an immigrant 'Visa was denied on June 5, 1973, as the bene
ficiary was over the age of 14: at the time of adoption and 
could not be consideced a chil-d as defined in the Immigration 
and Nationality Act . 

A letter dated September 27, 1974, to the chairman of -the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary ft~m the CommissioMr of ltmiiigra:tion 
and N atutalizatim1 with ref~oo to S, 3279 reads as follqws: 

A-20328544. 

U.S. DEPARTMENtr 'OF Jl!J'S1'1C'E} 
lMMIGRA!i'ION AND NAT~AulZATIO'N S:EilvlCE; 

lVashinyidlt; D.C., Stptem.bt#- IJ7, -1971,. 

Hon. JAM:Els 0. EA8TLA!>tb, 
C!hairttw:it, OO'm:rnittee on the Judicia'r"ff, 
U.S. Senat,e, · 
Washington) D. '0. 

DEA-R SENATOR: This tefers to S. 3279 in behalf ot Jesus Cortez 
Pineda. . 

The beneficiar.y entered the United States on 1),ecemb:~r 1:t1_ 1973, 
as a llonimmigrwit student. He -is preSOO.tly attending school irllll'esno, 
Calil. 

Sincrersly~ 
L. F. CuAi>MA.:N, Jt. 

Ownm 'i:ssibner. 
Senll,tot Alan Cranston, t he author -of the biU, ·silbmitted the 

following infOI:Ina.tion in supP:or.t of S. 3279 qf the 9~d Oollgress: 
. . . tJ.'S. S~NATE; 

CoriM.I'r''i'EE. o:N LABO'l't .ANn Put!Li'C WEL'F.l\1~t, 
W'ashi'ngta1i, D; c., Sept'eilt~er' 26; wr 4; 

Ron. JAMES 0. E.ABThil\.ND,· · · 
Ohaii-man, Committee on the JudiciariJ, 
u:s. Senate, 'W~lrbngwn, D.O. · 

Dil:AR Sl!:N~~-~il. t,U,fl'iAND: On Aprill, 1974, I il1ti~duced; $;. 3279 
for the rebel of, Jesus Corte~ .Pinedal one of -two ~~:dqpted sons of 
David and Reyna Pineda. · · 
. David Pineda is a:Q- ~roe~ican citize_n and Re:Yna Pine(l,a, th~ natura1 

S1ster of Jeslis and -M-ois~s Col'~~.is -a per~anent res1dent_. Moises 
Cortez is already in the United States. The natur.al mother 'of Mrs._ 
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Pineda is physically, finanoially, and eJllO~nally unable to care for 
her two boys since the father died. 

I am Qnd<>&ing docutnep.tation in support of the bill; namely, 
trans~tion of the OOOjltion prOC!'Jf)diQ.gs, a list of the assets and lia
bilities of the family slwwiP.g their financial status, and a letter from 
Mr. and Mrs. Pineda e~q~ressi~ their desire to.raise Jesus. They are 
most desirous of having Jesus join the family as soon as possible and 
contin:u.e. his ed.ucation in the United States. 

I know that all merribers of the family will be most grateful for the 
committee's consideration so that the natural mother can be relieved 
of her responsibility and the boy, Jesus assured of adequate care. 

Sincerely, 
ALAN CRANSTON. 

Hon. ALAN CRANSTON, 
U.S. Senat01l, . 

FRESNO, CALIF., July 15, 197 4· 

Se~ Ojfice Bu~, Wash.ingt-on, D.O. 
DEAR SJ!JNATOR CRANSTON: We are deeply grateful for all the help 

you have rendered us so far in the matter of our adopted son, Jesus 
Cortez P~da for whom you have introduced S. 3279 and we are 
annotm~y·waiting to hear of its passage in the Senate. 

As you know, we have been unable to bring our adopted son from 
Mexico to the United States because he is now 17 years old and is on 
the waiting list and we have encountered nothing but redtape in our 
efforts to bring him into this country. · 

I, l;>av.id Pilleda, am a citizen of the United States and I was hom 
here. My wife is Reyna Pineda and she is a permanent resident of the 
United States.' We were married in this country and have our home 
here. We a9oJ>ted Jesu.s and a younger brother on October 13, 1972. 
Both b,oys are' Reyna PmElda's natural brothers. The reason we adopted 
them is because their father is deceased and their mother is physically 
and financially unable to care for them. 

As we understand it, the immigration law regarding a child who is 
beypnd the age of 14 years does.not allow passage to the United States 
for such a child, the reason for that being that they come into t}:le 
country and deprive people of work. We have no intention of bringing 
our adopted son into this country- to work. In fact, the purpose of o1,1r 
bringing him in is to educate him. He is presently livmg with us in 
Fresno, Calif. and is here on a nonimmigi:ant student visa. 

We realize that there are many cases's\ich as this, but we believe 
this is a. little different. We have gone through all the legal proceedings 
to adopt these boys and we take full responsibility for them. Most 
important is that our seventeen-year old has no parent who can take 
care of his needs at the moment, except us. He is legally our son and 
we will be well able to care for him both emotionally and financially. 

We are requesting that you please continue in your efforts to assist 
us in our efforts to bring our son Jesus Cortez Pineda into this country 
so that we may continue to educate him and so that we may live to
gether as a family. He will eventually become a citizen of the United 
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States and will be productive to this country and to the State of Cali
fornia if allowed to receive a good education and the love of us, his 
adoptive parents. 

Again, thank you for all your kind help and assistance in this matter. 
Respectfully yours, 

DAVID PINEDA, 
REYNA PINEDA. 

AFFIDAVIT AS TO WHY MRS. FERMIN A CORTES CANNOT TAKE 
CARE OF HER SONS JESUS AND MOISES CORTES 

I, Reyna Pineda, after being duly sworn declare and say , 
that I am-the daughter of Mrs. Fermina. Cortes. That my 
father is deceased. That my mother is 59 years old and 
unable to work, and that she resides in Mexico. 

I further declare and say that my brothers and sisters 
have at times been required to provide assistance for my 
mother because of her inability to support herself. Because 
of her indigency and the family situation, she is not able to 
take care of my two brothers, and my husband who is a U.S. 
citizen, and I have adopted my two brothers, Jesus and 
Moises Cortes. Because of the poverty and indigency of my 
mother, my 16-year old brother is no longer attend~ school. 

In addition, my mother has been ill in· the past smce my 
father was deceased, and she has been unable to provide the 
necessary food, clothing and other amenities that are needed 
to bring up a child. The bpys are now our adopted children 
and we are able to provide for them adequately. They will 
not come to the United States for the purpose of working but 
rather, so that they will be able to obtain the education that 
they should have to become productive citizens of the United 
States. 

I ·declare that the above is true to the best of my knowl
edge and belief. 

REYNA PINEDA. 
The committee files contain information relative to the adoption 

proceedings in behalf of the beneficiary of the bill and his younger 
brother. · 

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (S. 44 7) should be enacted. 

0 

S.R. 226 



S.447 

.JUntQtfourth <rongrtss of tht !inittd £ltatts of 2lmcrica 
AT THE FIRST SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Tuesday, the fourteenth day of January, 
one thousand nine hundred and seventy1ive 

For the relief of Jesus Cortez Pineda. 

Be it enacted by the Sefl'l4te and HO'USe of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Oongress assembled, That, in the admin
istration of the Immigration and Nationality Act, Jesus Cortez 
Pineda may be classified as a child within the meaning of section 
lOl(b)(l) (F) of such Act upon approval of a petition filed in his 
behalf by Mr. and Mrs. David Pineda, a citizen of the United States 
and a lawfully resident alien, respectively, pursuant to section 204 
of the said Act: Provided, That the natural parents or brothers or 
sisters of the said Jesus Cortez Pineda shall not, by virtue of such 
relationship, be accorded any right, privilege, or status under the 
Immigration and Nationality Act. 

Speaker of the H ()U,8e of RepreaMtativea. 

Vice Preaident of the Umted States amil 
Pre8iite'l1t of the Senate. ' 



~r 12,1915 

Dear Mr. l>i.nlctor: 

!be following b1lla vere received at the White 
House 011 Deeeaber 12th: 

~ ll.R. 2724 ,;( 
v B.R. 87T3r/ 
• B.R. 9883 'I,/; 
t... B.R. ~4 7 

H.R. ll.(21 "V 

v a. 55 V 
v s. "Tlhv 
./ 8. 6o5 
v s. 1653, 

Please let tbe President have report. ud 
reeoaaendattooa aa to tbe approval of these bUla 
&8 8000 .. poaaible. 

Robert D. Lillder 
Chief Exeeut1 ve Clerk 

'1'be B.oDorable James !'. lpn 
Director 
Office of Muagement IIDd JU:lget 
Vuh1ngtoo, D. C. 

, 
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