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MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 4, 1975 

THE PRESIDENT 

JIM CANNO~ 

ACTION 

Last Day: October 13 

H.R. 1757 - For the Relief of 
Plotemia Mabanag Bareng and 
Bastiana Lilian Mabanag Bareng 

Attached for your consideration is H.R. 1757, sponsored 
by Representative Mink, which would permit the 
immigration of the adopted alien daughters of Louis 
Pascual Bareng, a U.S. citizen. 

Background on the enrolled bill is provided ·in 
OMB's enrolled bill report at Tab A. 

OMB, Max Friedersdorf, Counsel's Office (Lazarus), 
NSC, and I recommend approval of thb enrolled bill. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign H.R. 1757 at Tab B. 

Digitized from Box 31 of the White House Records Office Legislation Case Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

ocr 2 197:> 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Enrolled Bill H.R. 1757 - For the relief of Plotemia 
Mabanag Bareng and Bastiana Lilian Mabanag Bareng 

Sponsor - Rep. Mink (D) Hawaii 

Last Day for Action 

October 13, 1975 -Monday 

Purpose 

To permit the immigration of the adopted alien daughters of 
a U.S. citizen. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Immigration and Naturalization Service 
Department of State 

Discussion 

Approval 

Approval 
No objection 

The beneficiaries of the enrolled bill are twin sisters age 28 
who are natives and citizens of the Philippines, and are the 
natural children of Louis Pascual Bareng, a u.s. citizen resid
ing in Hawaii, and Petra Mabanag, a citizen of the Philippines. 
Mr. Bareng was born in Hawaii and moved to the Philippines with 
his parents when he was a child. He returned to Hawaii in 1948, 
9 months after the birth of his daughters. Since birth, the 
beneficiaries have resided with Mr. Bareng's parents but have 
been supported by Mr. Bareng. In 1962, Mr. Bareng legally 
adopted the beneficiaries in the Philippines. 

Under current law, the beneficiaries cannot be considered 
"children" because they were not under the age 14 at adoption 
and have not lived with their parent for two years after 
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adoption. The enrolled bill would permit classification of 
the beneficiaries as "children," thereby permitting both 
approval of an orphan petition in their behalf and the 
issuance of immigrant visas to them. In addition, the 
enrolled bill would expressly deny conferral of similar 
right, privilege, or status upon their natural mother and 
other brothers and sisters. 

c;lA-"M"f ... ,iJ ..,.,.., . ~::z 
;~Assistant Director 

for Legislative Refe ence 

Enclosures 

' 



DOMESTIC COUNCIL CLEARANCE SHEET 

DATE: October 4 
--------------------------------

JMC action required by: October 10 

TO: JIM CANNON 

VIA: DICK DUNHAM 

or 

JIM CAVANAUGH 

FROM: JUDY JOHNSTON 

SUBJECT: 

H.R. 1757 - For the Relief of Plotemia Mabanag 
Bareng and Bastiana Lilian Mabanag Bareng 

COMMENTS: 

LAST nAY: October 13 

DATE: --------------------------------
RETURN TO: 

Material has been: 

____ Signed and forwarded 

____ Changed and signed (copy attached) 

Returned per.our conversation 

Noted --

Jim Cannon 

, 



THE WHITE Hb.VSE 

ACTrt'>N MEMORANDUM WASHINGTON LOG NO.: 

Date: October 3 

FOR ACTION: Dick Parsons~ 
Max Friedersdorf~ 
Ken Lazarus ~ 
HSC/S 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: Qct.oliaer 3 

SUBJECT: 

Time: 103oam 

cc (for infdrmation) : 
Jim Cavanaugh 
Jack Marsh 
Warren Hendriks 

H.R. 1757-For the relief of Plotemia Mabanag Bareng 
and Bastiana Lilian Mabanag Barenq 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

-- For Necessary Action __ For Your Recommendations 

-- Prepare Agenda and Brief - - Draft Reply 

-- For Your Comments - - Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor Wast Wing 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

I£ you have any questions or if you anticipate a 
delay in submittinq the required material, please 
telephone the Staff SK:retory immediately. 

K. R. COLE, JR. 
For the PJ:esident 

' 

# . 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

IMMIGRATION AND NATURAU:('ATION SERVICE 

Washington • D.C. 

OI" .. ICI£ Of' THE COMMISSIONER OCT 1 1975 
Al'lll>Rti.FEPI TO THfSFILII:HO. 

A20 279 464 
A20 279 465 

TO OFFICE_OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Private Bill No. H.R. 1757 .. ; Office of Management 

CO Form 18 

(REV • 1-1 7-72) 

and Budget request dated September 30. 1975. 

Beneficiary or Beneficiaries Plotemia Mabanag ~!:.E?ng al'!:_d __ Bastiana 
Lilian Mabanag Bareng. 

Pursuant to your request for tht> views of tht> DF!partment of Justice on 
the subject bill, a review has been made of tht> facsimilf' of tht> bill, there
lating Congressional Committee report or reports, and all pertinent information 
in the files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service 

On the basis of this review the Immigration and Naturalization Service, 
on behalf of the Department of Justice: 

IX] Recommends approval of the bill 

0 Interposes no objection to approval of the bill 

Sincerely, 

' 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

Honorable James T. Lynn 
Director, Office of 

Management and Budget 
Washington, D.C. 20503 

Dear Mr. Lynn: 

Reference is made to Mr. Frey's communication of 
September 30, 1975, transmitting for comment 
enrolled bill H.R. 1757, "For the relief of 
Plotemia Mabanag Bareng and Bastiana Lilian Mabanag 
Bareng. 

This Department has no objection to the enactment 
of this bill. 

Sincerely, 

/ J.,.1 lllt.e ks..- •• 1 ~bert ~~cCloskey 
Assistant Secretary for 
Congressional Relations 

' 



-
THE \VI-UTE HUL~E 

.\C:TlO:\ :-.r E \10 RA:'\Dl ~~ \\~A .;; Jt 1 ~ G T 0 ~ LOG NO.: 

Ddo: October 3 

FOR ACT' ION: Dick Parsons 
Max Friedersdorf 
Ken Lazarus 

:FR0!\1 THE STAFF SECRETARY 

Time: 103oam 

cc (for information): 
Jim Cavanaugh 
Jack Marsh 
Warren Hendriks 

DUE: Du.tc: Time: 
--·--· ___ o_c_t_o_b_e_r_3 ______________ 4 0 Op~-------

SUBJECT: 

H.R. 1757-For the relief of Plotemia Mabanag Bareng 
and Bastiana Lilian Mabanag Bareng 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

For Necessary Action For Your HecommonJal:ions 

Prepare Agenda and Brief Draft Reply 

For Your Comments Draft R.:;marks 

REMARKS: 

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing 

No comment. --Ken Lazarus 10/3/75 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

I£ yoa ho.';c a::-1y qucsEons or i£ you antici.pa.t~ c. 

dc-!,:;.·:7 i:1. s...:;.bz:1;.~Enq !Lro requhed n<oteria.l, ple::tse 

i~kr!~..;:;.'l ihf.) i:;.taff S..:cretury immediately. 

' 



THE \\TilTE HU L Sl 

.·\CTIO::.; \fL\10!~:\.'\lH .\1 LOG PO.: 

Do.(o: October 3 

FOP.. ACTIOI'I: Dick Parsons 
Max Friedersdorf 
Ken Lazarus 

FRO:!VI THE STAFF SECHETl\RY 

DU~~ Day~;;e~--;-~-~~ 

SDBJLCT: 

Time: 103oam 

cc (fol" infornv:dion): 
Jim Cavanaugh 
Jack Marsh 
Warren Hendriks 

H.R. 1757-For the relief of Plotemia Mabanag Bareng 
and Bastiana Lilian Mabanag Bareng 

ACTION. REQUESTED: 

For Necessary l.ction .. Fox Your R0corrunendoJions 

-~-- Prepare Agenda and Brie£ Draft Reply 

. For Your Comments . DraH Hemarks 

Please 

tJ k . {i?_ (){) 
return to Judy J~ston, Ground Floor West Wing 

REMARKS: 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If ycu }ta"'-/C cn:l cpJ.cs!:o::1.s c: i£ yo'll a.ntic5~o.te c. 

i:1. :;t;.bnr.H::irt(J' i.~:f.; requi:·ed matr~rinL please 

b-:l'-:I~i~c!"..\·3 ilie Stall ;3\-:crch~ry irnrn.ediately. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

October 3, 1975 

: :~V:::~::PBOOF£ }Jf. &· HEHORP.J.\IDU!vl FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: H. R. 1757 - For the relief of Plotemia 
Mabanag Bareng and Bastiana Lilian Mabanag. Bareng 

The Office of Legislative Affairs concurs with the agencies 

that the subject bill be signed. 

Attachments 



WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

ocr 2 197s 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Enrolled Bill H.R. 1757 - For the relief of Plotemia. 
Mabanag Bareng and Bastiana Lilian Mabanag Bareng 

Sponsor - Rep. Mink (D) Hawaii 

Last DaX for Action 

October 13, 1975 - Monday 

Purpose 

To permit the immigration of the adopted alien daughters of 
a U.S. citizen. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Immigration and Naturalization Service 
Department of State 

Discussion 

Approval 

Approval 
No objection 

The beneficiaries of the enrolled bill are twin sisters age 28 
who are natives and citizens of the Philippines, and are the 
natural children of Louis Pascual Bareng, a u.s. citizen resid
ing in Hawaii, and Petra Mabanag, a citizen of the Philippines. 
Mr. Bareng was born in Hawaii and moved to the Philippines with 
his parents when he was a child. He returned to Hawaii in 1948, 
9 months after the birth of his daughters. Since birth, the 
beneficiaries have resided with Mr. Bareng's parents but have 
been supported by Mr. Bareng. In 1962, Mr. Bareng legally 
adopted the beneficiaries in the Philippines. 

Under current law, the beneficiaries cannot be considered 
"children" because they were not under the age 14 at adoption 
and have not lived with their parent for two years after 

' 
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adoption. The enrolled bill would permit classification of 
the beneficiaries as "children," thereby permitting both 
approval of an orphan petition in their behalf and the 
issuance of immigrant visas to them. In addition, the 
enrolled bill would expressly deny conferral of similar 
right, privilege, or status upon their natural mother and 
other brothers and sisters. 

CJ~·'t) ?,., . ~::z 
~ssistant Director 

for Legislative Refe ence 

Enclosures 

' 



94TH CoNGRESS}. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES { REPORT 
1st Session No. 94-133 

PLOTEMIA MABANAG BARENG AND BASTIANA 
LILIAN MABANAG BARENG 

APRIL 8, 1975.-Committed to the Committee of the Whole House and ordered 
to be printed 

Mr. FrsH, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
[To accompany H.R.l757] 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill 
(H.R. 1757) for the relief of Plotemia Mabanag Bareng and Bastiana 
Lilian Mabanag Bareng, having considered the same, report favor
ably thereon with amendments and recommend that the bill as 
amended do pass. 

The amendments are as follows : 
On page 1, line 5, after the name "Bareng" strike out the word 

"each". 
On page 1, line 5, after the words "classified as" strike out the words 

"a child" and substitute the word "children". 
On page 1, beginning on line 6, after the words "of the Act, and" 

strike out the words "a petition" and substitute in lieu thereof the 
word "petitions". 

On page 1, line 9, strike out "Act." and substitute in lieu thereof the 
following: 

Act: Provided, That the natural mother, or brothers or sis
ters of the beneficiaries shall not, by virtue of such relation
ship, be accorded any right, privilege, or status under the 
Immigration and Nationality Act. 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 

The purpose of this bill, as amended, is to facilitate the admission 
into the United States of the adopted daughters of a citizen of the 
United States. The bill has been amended in accordance with estab
lished precedents. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

The beneficiaries of this bill are twin sisters age 27 who are natives 
and citizens of the Philippines who reside there with their paternal 

88-007 
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grandparents, and are supported by their natural father, a citizen of 
the United States, who legally adopted them in the Philippines on 
May 7, 1962. 

The pertinent facts in this case are contained in a letter dated 
November 29, 1973, from the Acting Commissioner of the Immigra
tion and Naturalization Service to the Chairman of the Committee on 
the Judiciary, regarding a bill then pending for the relief of the same 
person. That letter and accompanying memorandum read as follows: 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
IM.MIGP..ATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE, 

Hon. PETER vV. RoDINO, Jr., 
W asMngton, D .0., November 129, 1973. 

0 hairman, 0 ommittee on the J udicia:ry, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D.O. 

DEAR MR~ CHAIRMAN : In response to your request for a report rela
tive to th~ bill (~.R. 3199) for the relief of Ph~temia Mabanag Bareng 
and Bastlana I..ahan Ma:banag Bareng, there 1s attached a memoran-
dum of information concerning the beneficiaries. · 

The bill provides that the twenty-six y.ear old adopted daughters of 
Louis Bareng, a citizen of the United States, may be classified as chil
dren and be granted immediate relative status. 

. Absent enactment of the bill, the beneficiaries, natives of the Philip
pmes, are chargeable to the nonpreference portion of the numerical 
limitation for immigrants and conditional entrants from countries in 
the Eastern Hemisphere. 

Sincerely, 
J A.MES F. GREENE, 

Enclosure. 
A ctirng 0 ommissioner. 

MEMORANDUM OF INFORMATION FROM IMMIGRATION AND 
NATURALIZATION SERVICE FILES UE II.R. 3199 

Information concerning the cases was obtained from Mr. 
Louis Pascual Bareng, the adoptive parent of the beneficiaries. 

The beneficiaries, Plotemia Mabanag Bareng and Bastiana 
L~lian Maba~ag Bareng, natives and citizens of the Philip
pmes are twms and were born on September 15, 194 7. The 
bene·ficiaries are the daughters of Louis Pascual Bareng and 
Petra Mabanag. Petra Mabanag was then the spouse of an
other person. The beneficiaries have resided since birth with 
the parents of Louis Pascual Bareng in the Philippines, and 
are supported by the latter. He also legally adopted them in 
the Philippines on May 7, 1962. 

The beneficiaries do not qualify for immediate relative sta
tus as children under Section 101 (b) ( 1) (F) of the Immigra
tion and Nationality Act because their adoption was after 
they attained their 14th birthday. 

Louis Pascual Bareng was born on June 20, 1927 in Ha
waii and was taken to the Philippines in 1928. He returned to 
Hawaii on May 11, 194:8. Mr. Bareng made two subsequent 
trips to the Philippines in 1958 and 1962. He is single andre-

H.R. 133. 
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sides in Honolulu, Hawaii. He served in the United States 
Army from 1952 to 1956. 

Mr. Bareng is a carpenter journeyman earning $6.63 per 
hour. His assets consist of $2,845 in savings. 

A report from the Department of State on this legislation reads as 
follows: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, D.O. March 1212, 197 4. 

Hon. PETEU W. RomNo, Jr., 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, House of Representatives, 

Washington, D.O. 
DEAR Mn. CHAIRMAN: In reference to your request for a report con

cerning the cases of Plotemia Mabanag Bareng and Bastiana Lilian 
Mabanag Bareng, beneficiaries of H.R. 3199, 93rd Congress, there is 
enclosed a memorandum of information concerning the beneficiaries. 
This memorandum has been submitted by the American Embassy at 
Manila, Philippines, in whose consular jurisdiction the beneficiaries 
reside. 

The bill would provide for the beneficiaries' classification as a child 
and for granting of immediate relative status upon approval of a peti
tion filed by Louis P. Bareng, an American citizen .. 

Sincerely yours, 
LINWOOD HOLTON, 

Assistant Secretary for Congressional Relations. 

[Submitted by American Embassy at Manila, Philippines] 

J\!EMORANDUM OF INFORMATION CONCERNING H.R. 3199, 93D 
CONGUESS, FOU THE RELIEF OF PLOTEMIA MABANAG BARENG AND 
BASTIAN A LILIAN MABAN AG BARENG 

Plotemia and Lilian Mabanag Bareng are twins who were 
born on September 15, 1947 at Laoag City, Philippines. They 
both reside at Laoag City, Philippines. They have no brothers 
or sisters and their natural mother, Petra Mabanag is living 
in Vintar, Ilocos Norte. According to the beneficiaries they are 
the natural children o£ Louis Bareng and Petra Mabanag. 

Plotemia Bareng finished a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Home Economics in 1969 at the Divine Word Colleg.a 
at La-oag City. She had a sari-sari (variety) store in Pasay 
City for one and a half years but has since heen unemployed. 
She has a child, Maria Cristina Cantos, who was born out of 
wedlock on August 2, 1972 at Pasay City and who resides 
with her in Laoag City. Bastiana Bareng finished a two-year 
secretarial course at the Divine Word College but has not been 
employed. Both are entirely dependent on their natural 
father, who sends money irregularly. 

Both beneficiaries would be chargeable to the foreign state 
limitation for the Philippines but are not registered as in
tending immigrants. A routine security check showed no 
derogatory information, while medical examinations which 
both recently had under a member of the Embassy's panel of 
physicians showed no de:fect, disease or disability. 

H.R. 133 
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Mrs. Mink submitted the following letters and affidavit in support of 
her bill: 

CoNGREss oF THE UNITED STATEs, 
HousE OF REPRESENTATIVEs, 

TV aahington, D.O., March 10,1975. 
Ron. JOSHUA EILBERG, 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Immigration, OitizensMp and Interna

tional Law, Committee on the Judiciary U.S. House of Repre
sentatives, W aahington, D.O. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I have the honor to present pertinent infor
mation regarding this private bill for the relief of Plotemia Mabanag 
Bareng and Bastiana Lilian Mabanag Bareng, the legally adopted 
twin daughters of United States citizen Mr. Louis P. Bareng. 

Th.e beneficiaries are.~he n.atura.l chi~dren of Mr. Bareng, who seeks 
to brmg them to Rawau to hve w1th h1m. They meet the requirements 
as to the fl.ealth and security check, according to the appropriate 
departmen~al report. Yet they are barred from entry because of the 
law's reqmrement that they cannot be considered "children" unless 
they are under the age of 14 at adoption and unless they lived with 
their yarent for two years after adoption. 

It .1s. appa_rent that 1 ~ is an arbitrary age, chosen perhaps to suit the 
a~m1mstrative conv'emence of those who determine who may im
migrate and who may not. It may be that some such rigid cutoff is 
~ece.ssary, .but the point is that whatever age limit may be established, 
1t Will at times create hardships in specific cases involving individuals. 
Thu~, there should. be. some mechanism by which exceptions may be 
considered. In all hkehhood, many persons who adopt children do not 
hear ofthe law's provisions until it is too late. 

In the case of Mr. Bareng, he was the father of two children born on 
September ~5, 1947. Due to his parents' opposition, he did not marry 
the mother, mstead left them with his mother in the Philippines while 
h.e returned to Hawaii where he l1ad been born. He did provide finan
Cial support for them from birth until the present. 

In 1.962, beca.use ~is aff.ection for the children had grown to where 
h~ desired reumficatwn wrth them, Mr. Bareng returned to the Philip
pmes and adopted them. He was unaware of the age limitation of 14 
m the immigration and nationality law. Only later was he told they 
could not return to the United States with him. 

S~nce admin.istrative remedies are foreclosed. the onlv way to 
achwve the basic purpose of the Act as passed by Congress is through 
the ad.ootion of this private legislation. The facts of the case have been 
established through legal documents presented to this Subcommittee, 
and I can assure you that Mr. Bareng's desire to be reunited with his 
family has not diminished. Our frequent contacts with him date back 
several years, and I cite his continuing financial support of his daugh
ters to the present day as further faith in the laws of his country that 
right will be done. 

I url!'e favorable consideration of H.R. 1757 by the Subcommittee. 
Very truly yours, 

PATSY T. MINK, 
Memoerr of Congress. 

H.R.133 
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CONGRESS OF THE uNITED STATES, 
HousE oF Rl!:PRESENTATivEs, 

Hon. JOSHUA EILBERG, 
W aahington, D.O., October 29,197 .q.. 

Chairman, Subcommittee on Immigration, Citizenship, and Interna
tional L(//U), Committee on the Judiciary, U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives, Washington, D .0. · 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your letter of October 11 ad
vising that the Subcommittee will review this bill at the next mooting 
on private immigration bills. I understand from the Subcommittee 
staff that this will not be until Congress returns on November 18. 

You mentioned obtaining an affidavit that Mr. Bareng, the father 
of the intended beneficiaries, as to his continued interest in having 
them admitted to the United States. Enclosed is such an affidavit. 

I hope the Subconm1ittee will be able to take favorable action on 
this legislation. 

Very truly yours, 

Enclosure. 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA l 
STATE OF HAWAII 
CrTY AND CouNTY OF HoNOLULU 

SS: 

PATSY T. l-frNK, 
Member of Congress. 

AFFIDAVIT OF INTEREST 

I, Louis P. Bareng, of legal age, single and presently residing at 
308 A-1 Puuhui Place, Honolulu, Hawaii, being duly sworn, depose 
and say: 

1. That I was born on June 20, 1927 in Koloa, Kauai, Hawaii; 
2. That I am 47 years of age and have resided in the United States 

since birth except the years 1928 to May 1948 where I resided in 
Laoag City, Philippines; 

3. That while I was in the Philippines, I have two illegitimate chil
dren, Plotemia :Mabanag Bareng, 27 years of age and Bastiana Lilian 
Mabanag, 27 years of age (Twins) and were bor~e in the Philippines; 

4. That because of my fatherly love and affectwn, I have been sup
porting them since birth up to present; 

5. That I wish them to come to the United States and join me 
permanently. 

FURTHER, AFFIANT SAYEHT NAUGHT 

Done at the City and County of Honolulu, State of Hawaii, U.S.A. 
this 19th day of October, 1974 A.D. 

Lours P. BARENG. 
Subscribed and Sworn to Before me this 19th day of October, 1974 

A.D. at the City and County of Honolulu, State of Hawaii, U.S.A. 
DrosoADo GANADEN AVECILLA, 

Notary Public First.JudiciaZ Oir(JUit, State of Hawaii, U.S.A. 
:My commission expires Jan. 31, 1976. . 

H.R.1'33 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JusTICE, 
!Mm:IGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SlllRVICE, 

Hon. PATSY T. MINK, 
House of RepreBentatives, 
Washington, D.O. 

Honolulu, Hawaii, May 1J6, 1971. 

DEAR MRs. MINK : This is in further reply to your letter o:f May 12, 
1971, concerning Mr. Louis P. Bareng. He was interviewed on May 21, 
1971 at this office. It was ascertruned that the adoption of his twins 
took place after they had attained the age of 14 years, and they had 
not resided with him for two years after the adoption. Therefore, 
they would be unable to derive any benefits under the Immigration 
and Nationality Act through Mr. Bareng. 

You can be O!Ssured that every aspect of the circumstances in this 
ease was considered in order to bestow any possible benefits under the 
Act. 

Sincerely, 

Hon. PATSY T. MINK, 
Tl.S. H O?t8e of Representativ.es, 
Dannen Building, Washington, D.O. 

JOHN F. O'SHEA, 
District Director. 

')fARcrr 26, 1971. 

DEAR Mns. MrNK : I would like to thank you :for your promptness in 
behalf o:f my two adopted twins. 

To begin with, they were my natural children, they were born on 
Sept. 1!}, 194'7 adopted them on May 7, 1962. Dne to my parents dis
agreel!lent, I did not marry their ID;Other. But I continue my full sup
port nght after they were born until now. I left them with my mother 
whel'l I came back to Hawaii, I thank God that to my guidance and en
durance were fulfilled, they graduated thru college. 

And for my U.S. Citizenship, I was born on the Island of Kauai, 
town of Koloa, on June 20, 192'7 went to the Philippines with my par
ents when I was a child, raise up there and eame back to Hawaii on 
May 1948. 

Because of my full affection to them has build up more, I wished 
they could be with me. So in 1962, I went to the Philippines to adopt 
them, I heard that is the only way of bringing them here, but unaware 
of the a~e limit for adoption. When I inquired to the Immigration 
Office for assistance, I was told that they were over the 14 years age 
limit :for adoption. 

I was so disappointed, but I just prayed that someday there will be 
some 4lhange on the Immigrati<m Law. Finally, I read an article on 
the newspaper about your bill to C()ngress thlllt has been approved, 
then you aided a 15. years old Vietnamese boy to lived with his adopt
ing parents. in this Count:Jry. 

To my relieve, I went again to the Immigrati0n Oftice and show them 
the newspaper clipping, hut I was told that it is a special Law. So I 
had been thinking for quite sometimes. to get in touch with you per
sonally for your assistance. But thank you for Mr. Ralph Nakanishi 
and your Staff for my inquiry possible. 

7 

As for my instruction to file an application to the Immigration office, 
I went but to no avail, they still given me the same answer. I under
stand that you are the only one who could help me in bringing my 
children over here. Please Mrs. Mink, may I ask your full assistance 
in helping me~ 

I shal_l be very thankful for your great help and kindness, thank 
you agam. 

Very respectfully yours, 
Loms P. BARENG. 

B17DGETARY INFORli!ATION 

This legislation does not provide new budget au~hority and no esti
mate or comparison has been received from the D1rector of the Con
gressional Budget Office. 

OVERSIGHT STATEJ\fENT 

The Committee exercises general oversight jurisdiction with respect 
to all immigration and nationality matters but no specific oversight is 
contemplated in this instance. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 

Upon consideration of all of the facts in this case, the Committee 
is of the opinion that H.R. 175'7, as amended, should be enacted and 
accordingly recommends that the bill do pass. 

0 
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V4m CoNGRESS 
1st Session } SENATE 

Calendar No. 386 
{ REPORT 

No. 94-394 

PLOTEM:IA M:ABANAG BARENG AND BASTIANA LILIAN 
MABANAG BARENG 

SEPTEMBER 25 (legislative day, SEPTEMBER 12), 1975.-0rdered to be printed 

M:r. EAsTLAND, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
[To accompany H.R. 1757] 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H.R. 1757), for the relief of Plotemia Mabanag Bareng and Bastiana 
Lilian Mabanag Bareng, having considered the same, reports favor
ably thereon without amendment and recommends that the bill do pass. 

PURFOSE OF. THE BILL 

The purpose of the bill is to facilitate the admission intotheUnited 
States of the adopted daughters of a citizen of the United States. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 

The beneficiaries of the bill are 27-year-old natives and citizens of 
the Philippines They are the twin daughters of Louis Pascual Bareng, 
a United States citizen, and Petra M:abanag. The beneficiaries have 
resided since their birth with Mr. Bareng's parents in the Philippines, 
and have been supported by Mr. Bareng, who also legally adopted 
them on May 7, 1962. 

A letter, with attached memorandum, dated November 29, 1973 to 
the Chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of 
Representatives from the then Acting Commissioner of Immigration 

57-007 



2 

and Naturalization with' reference to H.R. 3199, a .. similar bill intro-
duc'ed in the 93rd Congress,.reads as follows: · · . 

' .. ', ; 

· U.S. DEP:\RTMENT OF JusTicE, -
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION S:&:RVICE, 

Washington, D .0., November 29, 19/3. 
lion. PETER w·. RODINO, Jr., 
on,a~~n, pmr:lrr!'ittee. on the fuqiciary, . 
House vf Represerd:attve8, W ashtngton, D.O. 

DF..AR MR. CuAIRJ\rAN: In response to yolir request for a report rela
tive to the bill (H.R. 3199) for the relief of Plotemia Mabanag Bareng 
and Bastiana Lilian Mabanag Bareng, there is attached a memoran
dum of information concerning the beneficiaries. 

::Ehe MH;p:rovides·that the twenty-six year old adopted dau~hters of 
Louis Bareng, a citizen oftheJJnited States, may be classified as chil
dren and be granted immediate relative status. 

. Absent. enactment of the bill, the beneficiaries, natives of the Philip
pmes, ai'e chargeable to the nonpreference portion:. of the numerical 
Hmitation for immigrants and conditi<malentrants from countries in 
the Eastern Hemisphere. 

Sincerely, .. 
Enclosure. 

JAMES F. GREENE, 
,Acting Commissioner. 

. l\i:EMORANDUM OF INFORMATION. FB.O~I IMMIGRATION AND 
NATTIR..\LIZATION' SERVICE FILES.RE R.JI. '3199 

' Information concerning the ~ases was obtained from Mr. 
Louis Pascual Bareng, the adoptive parent of the beneficinries. 

The beneficiaries, Plotemia Mabanag Bareng and Bastiana 
L_ilian Maba~ag Bareng, natives" and citizens of the Philip
pmes are twms and were born oil September 15, 1947.The 
benefieiaries are the daughters o£ Louis Pascual Bareng and 
Petra Mabanag. Petra Mabanag was then the spouse of an
other person. The beneficiaries have-resided since birth with 
the parents o:f Louis Pascual Bareng in the Philippines, and 
are SUJ?~brt~d by the latter. He also legally adopted them in 
the Plllhpplfies on May 7, 1962. · 

The beneficiaries do not qualify for immediate relative sta
tus as'children under Section lOl(b) (l){F) ofthe ImmiO'ra
tion ·and -Nationality Act becam:!e their adoption :was after 
they attained their 14th birthday. . · 

LouisPascnal Bareng was born on June 20, 1927 ih Ha
wali and was taken to the Philippines in 1928. He returned to 
I{a:wau on }fay 11, ·t948. Mr. Bareng made two subsequent 
trips to the Philippines in 1958 and 1962. He is single and re
sides in Honolulu, Hawaii. He served in the Un1led States 
Army from 1952 to 1956. 

Mr. ~areng is a ~arpenter journeyman earning $6.63 per 
hour. H1s assets consist of $2,845 in savings. 
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A letter dated March 22, 1974 to the Chairman of the Committee on 
the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from·the then Assist
ant Secretary for Congressional Relations, U.S. Department of State, 
with reference to :H.R. 3199 reads as follows: 

DEPARTMENT. OF STATE; 

Hon. PETER "\V. RoDINO, Jr., 
· · W a8ldnf!ton; D.O., M arch2f1,1,974. 

Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, House. of Re'{Yl'esentatives, 
. lV ashington, D .0. . · · · . .. . 
DEAR M'n. CHAIRMAN: In: reference w your request for a report con. 

cerning the cases of Plotemia Mabanag Bareng and Bastiana Lilian 
Mabanag Bareng, ·beneficiaries of H.R. 3199,. 9.3rd Oongress1· there is 
enclosed a memorandum of information concerning the beneficiaries. 
This memorandum has been submitted by the Amerioan Embassy at 
Manila, Philippines, in whose consular jurisdiction the beneficiaries 
reside. 

The bill would provide for the 'beneficiaries' chissification as a child 
and for granting of immediate relative status upon approval of a 
petition filed by Louis P. Bareng, an American citizen . 

Sincerely yours, · . · . 
LINwooD HoLTON, 

Assistant Secretary for Oongressio'!Uil Relations . 

.[Submitted by American Embassy at Manila, Philippines] 

ME:&WRANDUM OF INFORMATION CONCERNING li.R. 3199, 93D 
COXGRESS, FOR THE RELIEF OF PLOTEMIA MABANAG BARENG AND 
BASTIANA LILIAN MABANAG BARENG 

Plotemia and Lilian Mabanag Bareng are twins who were 
born on September 15, 1947 at Laoag City, Philippines. They 
both reside at Laoag City, Philippines. They have no brothers 
or sisters and their natural mother, Petra Mabanag is living 
in Vintar, Il9,cos Norte. According to the beneficiaries they 
are the natur!lil children of Louis Bareng and Petra Mabanag. 

Plotemia Bareng finished a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Home Economics in 1969 at the Divine Word College 
at Laoag City. She had a sari-sari (variety) store in Pasay 
City for one and a half years but has since been unemployed. 
She has a child, Maria Cristina Cantos, who was born out of 
wedlock on August 2, 1972 at Pasay City and who resides 
with her in Laoag City. Bastiana Bareng finished a two-year 
secretarial course at the Divine Word College but has not been 
employed. Both are entirely dependent on their natural 
father, who sends money irregularly. 

Both beneficiaries would be chargeable to the foreign state 
limitation for the Philippines but are not registered as 
intending immigrants. A routine security check showed no 
derogatory informntion, while medical examinations which 
hoth recently had under a member of the Embassy's panel o£ 
physicians showed no defect, disease or disability. 
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Congresswoman. Patsy :Mink, the author of the bill, submitted the 
following. supporting information: 

Hon. JosHUA EILBERG, 

CoNGRESS OF THE UN.ITED STATES, 
HousE OF REPRESENTA'l'IVES, 

WaBhington, D.O., illaroh 10, 1975. 

Ohairman, Subeomm.ittee on Immigration, Oitizenship and Inter
nnJ;iona:t La.,w, Oowrnittee on the Judiciary, U.S. HouBe of 
Repre~Jentatives, W a~hington, D .0. 

DF..AR ~:IR. CHAIR~IAN : I have the honor to present pertinent infor
mation regarding this private bill for the relief of Plotemia Mabanag 
Bareng and Bastiana Lilian Mabanag Bareng, the legally adopted 
twin daughters of United States citizen Mr. Louis P. Bareng. 
T~e beneficiaries are the natural children of lir. Bareng, who seeks 

to brmg them to Hawaii to live with him. They meet the requirements 
as to the health and security check, according to the appropriate 
departmental report. Yet they are barred from entry because of the 
law's requirement that they cannot be considered "children" unless 
they are under the age of 14 at adoption and unless they lived \Vith 
their parent :for two years after adoption. 

It.is. app3:rent that 1~ is an arbitrary age, chosen perhaps to suit the 
adrmmstratlve convemence of those who determine who may immi
grate and who may not. It may be that some such rigid cutoff is 
necessary, but the point is that whatever age limit may be established. 
it will at times create hardships in specific cases involvino- individuals: 
Thu~, there should_ be. some mechanism by which exceptions may be 
considered. In all hkehhood, many persons who adopt children do not 
hear of the law's provisions until it is too late. 

In the case of Mr. Bareng, he was the father o:f two children born on 
September ~5, 1947. Due to his parents' opposition, he did not marry 
the mother, mstead l~:ft them with his mother in the. Philippines while 
h_e returned to Hawaii where he had been born. He did provide finan
Cial support for them from birth until the present. 

In ~962, bec3:use. ~is aff.ection for the children had grown to where 
h~ desired reumficabon w1th them, Mr. Bareng returned to the Philip
pmes and adopted them. He was unaware of the age limitation of 14 
in the immigration and nationality law. Only later was he told they 
could not return to the United States with him. 

Since . administrative remedies are foreclosed the only wav to 
achieve the basic purpose of the Act as passed bv bongress is through 
the ad_option of this private legislation. The facts of the case have been 
estabhshed through lecral documents presented to this Subcommittee, 
and .I can assure.yo.u /hat Mr. Bareng's desire to be reunited with his 
:family has not d1mm1shed. Our frequent contacts with him date back 
several years, and I cite his continuing financial support of his daugh
ters t<? the P.resent day as further faith in the laws o£ his country 
that right Will be done. . 

I urge favorable consideration of H.R. 1757 by the Subcommitter 
Very truly yours, . 

pATSY T. MINK, 
"l/em.ber of OongreBs. 
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CoNGRES.<: oP THE UNITED STATES, 
HousE OF REPRESEN1'ATIVES, 

Washington, D.O., October ~9, 197'4. 
Hon. ,J osnu A Ji~ILBERG, 
Ohairman, Subeommittee. on bnm.igmtion, Oitizenship, and Interna

tional Law, Oom.mittee on the Judiciary, U.S. House of Repre-
sentati,ves, W asMngton, D.O. · 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN : Thank you fo~ your letter of October 11 ad
Yising that the Subcommittee will review this bill at the next meeting 
on private immigration bills. I understand from the Subcommittee 
staff that this will not be until Congress returns on November 18. 

You mentioned obtaining an affidavit that Mr. Bareng, the father 
o£ the intended beneficiaries, .as to his continued interest in having 
them admitted to the United States. Enclosed is such an affidavit. 

I hope the Subcommittee will be able to take favorable action on 
this legislation. 

Very truly yours, 

Enclosure. 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA }' 
STATI1 OF HAWAII 
CITY AND CouNTY OF HoNOLULU 

SS: 

AFFTDA VIT OF INTEREST 

PATSY T. MINK, 
Member of OongresB. 

I, Louis P. Bareng, o£ legal age, single and presently residing at 
308 A-1 Puuhui Place, Honolulu, Hawaii, being duly sworn, depose 
and say: 

1. That I w!l.s horn on ,Tune 20, 1927 in Koloa, Kauai, Hawaii; 
2. That I am 47 years o£ age and have resided in the United States 

since birth except the years 1928 to May 1948 where I resided in 
Laoag City, Philippines; .. 

3. That while I was in the Philippines, I .have two illegitimate chil
dren. Plotemia MabanagBareng, 27 years o£ age and Bast.iana Lilian 
Mabanag, 27 years of age (Twins) and were borne in the Philippines; 

4. That because o£ my :fatherly love and affection, I have been sup-
porting them since birth up to present; · · 

5. That I wish them to come to the United .States and join me 
permanently. 

FURTHER, AFFIANT SAYETH NAUGHT 

Done at the City and County of Honolulu, State of Hawaii, U.S.A. 
this 19th day of October, 1974 A.D. 

Loms f>. BARENG. 
Subscribed and Sworn to Before me this 19th day of October, 197 4 

A.D. at the City and County of Honolulu, State of Hawaii, U.S.A. 
DIOSDADO GANADEN AVECILLA, 

Notary Public First Judicial Oircnit, 
State of Hawaii, U.S.A. 

My commission expires Jan. 31, 1976. 
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. Co~GRESS OF TilE u~ITED STATES, 
HousE oF REPRESENTATIVEs, 

·;· Washington, D.C., October ~9,- _1974. 
Hon .. J os;n:uA EILBERG, . . . . . . · ·· ·· · · •. . 
Ohair:'fnan,'Sooe.ommittee' onimi{aigration, OitizensMp, a'fU.i Interna

tional Law, Committee on the Judiciary, U.S. Housa of Repre-
sentatives, Washington, D.O. · · · ·. ' , 

DEAR Mn. CHAinMAN. :'Thankyou for your letter of October: 11 ad
vising tha~ the StJ,bconimittee·will review this bill at the next meeting 
on private imniig'ration bills. I understand from tht1 Subconunittee 
staff that this will not be until Congress returns on: November 18. 

You mentioned 'obtaining an affidavit that Mr. BarE!ng, the father 
of . the intended beneficiaries. !18· to his continued interest .in having 
them a.dnil.tted to the United' States.·Enclosed is such aii'affidavit. 

I hope· the Subcommittee will be able to take favorable action on 
this legislation. . 

Very truly yours, 
PATSY T. MINK. 

Enclosure. · 
Member of Congress. 

UNITED STATES OF A~tEniCA }. SS: · 
S'l'ATE OF HAWAII 
CITY AND CouNTY oF HoNOLULU 

AFFIDAVIT OF INTEREST 

I, J:.,ouis P. Bareng, of legal age, single and presently residing at 
308 k-1 Puuhui Place, Honolulu, Hawaii, being duly sworn, depose. 
and say: 

1. That I was 'born on June 20, 1927 in Koloa, Kauai, Hawaii; 
2. That I am 47 years of age and have resided in the United States 

since birlh except the years 1928 to May 1948 where I resided in 
Laoag 'City, Philippines; 

3. That while I was in the Philippines, I have two illegitimate chil
dren, Plotemia Ma:banag. Bareng, 27 years of age and Bastiana Lilian 
Mabanag, 27 years of age (Twins) and were born in the Philippines; 

4. That because of my fatherly love and affection, I have been sup
porting them since birth up to present; 

5. That I wish them to come to the United States and join me 
permanently. 

E'lJRTHER, AFFIANT SAYETH NAUGHT 

·Done at the City and County of Honolulu, State of Hawaii, U.S.A. 
this 19th day of October, 1974 A.D. . 

Lours P. BARENG. 
Subscribed and Sworn to Before me this 19th day of October, 1974 

A.D. at the City and County of Honolulu, State ,of Hawaii, U.S.A. 
DrosnAno GANADEN AVECILLA, 

Notary Publie Fit•st Judiei:al Circuit, 
State ofJiawai:i, U.S.A. 

!.Iy commission expires Jan. 31, 1976. · 
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. U.S. DJ<::PARTJ\IENT OF JusTH.JE, . . 
·, · · I~rMIGRATION AND N A1'URAUZA'I'ION,SE~vr(JE, , .. 

, , . . . IJonolulu, Hawaii, May 26,)911. 
Hon. PA.:£8y T. MINK, 
H OU8e of Representati,ves, 
W (18hing.ton, D.O. .·. . . . . . , :, .. 

DEAR MRs. MINK: This is in further reply to your letter .of ~ay 12, 
1971, concerning 1\1r. Louis P. Ba~eng. H.e was in:tervi~wed cnr~Iay ~1, 
1971 at this office. It was ascertamed that the adoption of h1s twms 
took phwe after they had 'attained the age ,of 14. years; ·and they :had 
not resided with him for two years after the adoption .. U'herefore, 
they would .be tmable to derive any benefits under the Immigration 
and Nationality .Aot throllgh Mr. Bareng. 

You can be assured that every aspect of. the circurhstaMOO in this 
case was considered in order to,oostow any possible benefit\?~ under the 
A~ :~· 

s~~cerel;y' 

Ho;n. PA'fS~ T. ~I;rNK, , . 

:r: 

JOI.IN F. ·Q'S$A, 
Di8tfl'i<rt .1)ivector. 

i M.ARbi 26, 1971. 

V.S. R OWJe of RcpfdientativeB, · . . . 
Oann.on BuildirirHJVashington, D.O. . . ,_. . .. · 

DE.~R Mns. MINK!-t would like to thank you for your. promptness in 
behalf qf my two a,dopt~d twins. · · ... · · · · · 

To begin with, they were my natural children, they were. born on 
Sept. l5, .194:7 adopted them on May 7, 1962. Due to my parents dis
ag~eep:tent, l. did not marty their mother. But I continue my full sup
,p~rt right, 11,£ter they, ~ere born until now. I left them with my mother 
when I ·came back 'to IIaw!l-ii, I thank God that. to my -guidan~e and 
endurance were fulfilled,. they graduated thru college. .• ' . . . 

And for my U.S. Citizenship, l.was born on the Island of Kauai, 
town of Koloa, on June 20, 1927, went to the Philippines w;ith my 
parents when I was a child, raise up there and came back to Hawaii 
on May 1948. 

Because of my full affection to them has build up more, I wished 
they could be with me. So in 1962, I went to the Philippines to adopt 
them, I heard that is the only way of bringing them here, but unaware 
o:f the age limit for adoption. "Then I inqmred to the Immigration 
Office for assistance, I was told that they were over the 14 years age 
limit for adoption. 

I was so disappointed, but I just prayed that someday there will be 
some change on the Immigration Law. Final1y, I read an article on 
the newspaper about your bill to Congress that has been approved, 
then you aided a 15 years old Vietnamese boy to live with his adopt
ing parents in this Country. 

To my relieve, I went again to the Immigration Office and show them 
the newspaper clipping, but I was told that it is a special Law. So I 
had been thinking for. quite sometimes to get in touch with you per
sonally for your assistance. But thank you for 1\!r. Ralph Nakaniski 
and your Staff for my inquiry possible. . 
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As for my mstruction to file an application to the Immigration 
office, I went but to no avail, they still given me the same answer. I 
understand that you are the only one who could help me in bringing 
my children over here. Please Mrs. Mink, may I ask your full assist
ance in helping me~ 

I shall be very thankful for your great help and kindness, thank 
you again. 

Very respectfully yours, 
Loms P. BARENG. 

Senator Daniel K. Inouye has also submitted a statement in support 
of H.R. 1757: 

u.s. SENATE, 
W a8hington, D.O., June 5, 1975. 

Hon. JAMES 0. EASTLAND, 
Ohai1"111id!n,, Committee on the Judiciary, 
Wa8hington, D.O. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: On April18, 1975, I wrote to you concerning 
H.R. 1757, a bill .for the relief of Plotemia Mabanag Bareng and 
Bastiana Lilian Mabanag Bareng. 

H.R. 1757 was passed by the House of Representatives on May 20, 
1975. . 

Mr. Bareng has sworn that he has more than $8,500.00 in various 
savings accounts in Hawaii, and is presently employed at an hourly 
rate of $7.43. He, therefore, believes that his two daughters will not 
become public charges. 

Your favorable consideration of this bill will be greatly appreciated. 
Sincerely, 

DANIEL K. INoUYE, 
U.S. Senator. 

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (H.R. 1757) should be enacted. . 

0 

S.R. 394 



H. R. 1757 

lFUntQ!,fourth (iongrtss of tht tinittd ~tatts of 9mcrica 
AT THE FIRST SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Tuesday, the fourteenth day of January; 
one thousand nine hundred and seventy-five 

5!n 5!ct 
For the relief of Plotemia Mabanag Bareng and Bastlana Lilian Mabanag Bareng. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House af Representatives of the 
United States of America in Oongress assembled, That, in the adminis
tration of the Immigration and Nationality Act, Plotemia Mabanag 
Bareng and Bastiana Lilian Mabanag Bareng may be classified as 
children within the meaning o£ section lOl(b) (1) (F) o£ the Act, and 
petitions filed in their behalf by Louis P. Bareng, a citizen o£ the 
United States, may be approved pursuant to section 204 of the Act: 
Provided, That the natural mother, or brothers or sisters of the benefi
ciaries shall not, by virtue of such relationship, be accorded any right, 
privilege, or status under the Immigration and Nationality Act. 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Vice President of the United States and 
President of the Senate. , 



October l, 1975 

Dear Mr. Director: 

The tollOIIIS.Dg bUla vere received at the White 
House on October lat: 

B.R. 1157 J 
B.J. Res. 672 

Pleue let the President bave reports and 
recoaaendatiooa as to the approval of these billa 
as soon as poeaible. 

Sincereq, 

Robert D. Linder 
Chiet Executive Clerk 

The Boaorable J'amea '1'. LJDD 
Director 
Ottiee ot Nuagement aDd Budget 
Wuh1Dgtoo 1 D. C. 
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