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\@3 THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 10, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: JIM CANNO
SUBJECT: S.J. ResNN/125 - National Saint

Elizabeth Seton Day

Attached for your consideration is S.J. Res. 125,
sponsored by Senator Kennedy and three others, which
requests that you designate Sunday, September 14, 1975
as "National Saint Elizabeth Seton Day". On that date
at official ceremonies in St. Peter's basilica in Rome,
Pope Paul will canonize Elizabeth Seton as the first
American-born saint of the Roman Catholic Church.

Additional information is provided in OMB's enrolled
bill report at Tab A.

OMB, Justice, Jack Marsh, Max Friedersdorf, Ted Marrs,
Counsel's Office (Lazarus), Pat Lindh and I recommend
approval of the joint resolution and the attached
proclamation, which has been cleared by Paul Theis.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign S.J. Res. 125 at Tab B.

That you sign the proclamation at Tab C.

Digitized from Box 28 of the White House Records Office Legislation Case Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

SEP 10 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Subject: Enrolled Resolution S.J. Res. 125 - National

Saint Elizabeth Seton Day
Sponsor - Sen. Kennedy (D) Massachusetts and 3 others

Last Day for Action

Date in the enrolled resolution requires immediate action.

Purpose

Authorizes and regquests that you proclaim this Sunday,
September 14, 1975, as "National Saint Elizabeth Seton Day"
to honor the first American-born saint of the Roman Catholic
Church.

Agency Recommendations

Office of Management and Budget Approval (Proclamation
attached)

Discussion

Senate Joint Resolution 125 authorizes and requests that you
honor Mother Elizabeth Seton by designating this Sunday,
September 14, 1975, as "National Saint Elizabeth Seton Day,"
to commemorate her canonization on that day by Pope Paul VI,
as the first American-born saint of the Roman Catholic Church.
S.J. Res. 125 passed both Houses of Congress by voice vote.

Born in New York in 1774, Elizabeth Seton settled in
Emmitsburg, Maryland, after being widowed at an early age.
After taking the vows of a nun, she founded the Sisters of
Charity of St. Joseph, which, under her leadership,
established the first parochial school in the United States.
During her lifetime, this order of nuns grew and continued
to devote itself, following the saintly example of

Mother Seton, to the needs of the young and the poor.



A proposed proclamation, drafted with the assistance of
White House staff, is attached for your consideration.
Attorneys in the Justice Department, who usually review
draft proclamations as to form and legality, have
informally advised us that the Department has no objection
to its issuance.

Q,11<a‘7??‘<£%fj?f
ssistant Director for

Legislative Reference

Enclosures



e THE WHITE HOUSE
ACTION MEMORANDUM WASHINGTON . LOG NO.: 225

Date: geptember 10, 1975 Tirme: 330pm
Jack Marsh

FOR ACTION: Max Friedersdorf cc (for information): Jim Cavanaugh
Ken Lazarus Warren Hendriks
Paul Theis

Ted Marrs
Pat Lindh

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY

DUE: Date: def. 7/72 ’ Time: 1i-6¢

SUBJECT:

Proclamation: S.J. Res. 125 -~ National Saint
Elizabeth Day

ACTION REQUESTED:

For Necessary Action For Your Recomnmendations

Prepare Agenda and Brief . Draft Reply
For Your Comments e Draft Remarks
REMARKS:

Earlier I circulated a proclamation request regarding
Elizabeth Seton and you all recommended issuing

a statement rather than a proclamation. Yesterday,
the House voted for approval of S.J. Res. 125.

No objection -- Ken Lazarus

6% L Wd ¢ oS Clé)

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED.

If you have any questions or if you anticipate a Sonn o ceaauch
delay in submitting the required material, please Ul dae DLouuideat
telephone the Staff Sacretary immediately.



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFECE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

I SEP 10 1975

T,
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Subject: Enrolled Resolution S.J. Res. 125 - National

Saint Elizabeth Seton Day .
Sponsor -~ Sen. Kennedy (D) Massachusetts and 3 others

Last Day for Action

Date in the enrolled resolution requires immediate action.
Purpose

Authorizes and requests that you proclaim this Sunday,

- September 14, 1975, as "National Saint Elizabeth Seton Day"

to honor the first American-born saint of the Roman Catholic
Church. i

Agency Recommendations

Office of Management and Budget Approval (Proclamation
' attached)

Discussion

Senate Joint Resolution 125 authorizes and requests that you
honor Mother Elizabeth Seton by designating this Sunday,
September 14, 1975, as "National Saint Elizabeth Seton Day,"
to commemorate her canonization on that day by Pope Paul VI,
as the first American-born saint of the Roman Catholic Church.
S.J. Res. 125 passed both Houses of Congress by voice vote.

Born in New York in 1774, Elizabeth Seton settled in
Emmitsburg, Maryland, after being widowed at an early age.
After taking the vows of a nun, she founded the Sisters of
Charity of St. Joseph, which, under her leadership,
established the first parochial school in the United States.
During her lifetime, this order of nuns grew and continued
to devote itself, following the saintly example of

‘Mother Seton, to the needs of the young and the poor.



A proposed proclamatlon, drafted with the assistance of
White House staff, is attached for your consideration.
Attorneys in the Justlce Department, who usually review
draft proclamations as to form and legality, have

1nformally advised us that the Department has no objectlon
to its issuance.

WW'J’/‘7
ssistant Director for .

Legislative Reference

Enclosures



NATIONAL SAINT ELIZABETH SETON DAY
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

Among the most important elements of America's
Bicentennial observance -- and oﬁ everyday American
life for nearly 200 years -- is the’religious heritage
of our Nation, rich in its diversity and its quality.

The‘singulaf devotion, faiﬁh and codrage of sﬁch
servants of God as Elizabeth Ann Seton give life to

-that heritage and inspiration to us all.

On Sunday, September 14, 1975, His Holiness
Pope Paul VI will confer upon "Mother Seton," as she
is known to millions of Roman Catholics, the rites
of canonization. From that day, Mother Seton will
be Saint Elizabeth Seton, the first Aﬁe:icaﬁ—born
saint of the Roman Catholic Church.

Born in New York more than 200 years ago, Mother
Seton was content in her early years to live the
common life of the 18th century woman. But tragedy
entered her life, leaving her a widow at a young age
and with five children. Settling in Emmitsburg,
Maryland, she tu:ned to the work of her>church, took
the vows of the nun, and later founded the Sisters
of Charity of St. Joseph, an'order of nuhs devoted
to teaching. A .

Mother Seton established the first parochiai
school in America, the foundation for an edgc;tional
system that has brought the priceless gift of knowl-
edge to milliohs of Americans, including a multitude
of newly arrived immigrants whom Mother Seton and
her followers instructed in the language and the

ways of their new homeland.
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For her devout faith and diligent service in the
Kingdom of God, her church is bestowing its highest
honor on Mother Seton on éeptember 14, 1975.
For her service to her country, we, as‘a Nation,
and believers in many faiths, also have just cause
to honor the memory of Mother Seton on that special
day. |
NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President
. of the United States of America, in accordance with
Senate Joint Resolution 125, do hereby designate
Sunday, September 14, 1975, as National Saint
Elizabeth Seton Day, and call for such mémorials
and other obéervances as aré’appropriate to the
occasion. |
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand this day of , in the
yéar of ouf Lord nineteen hundred seventy-five,
and of the Independence of the United States of

America the two-hundredth.




NATIONAL SAINT ELIZABETH SETON DAY
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

Among the most imporﬁant elements of America's
Bicentennial observance -- and of everyday American
life for nearly 200 years -- is the religious heritage
of our Nation, rich in its diversity and its quality.

The singular devotion, faith and courage of sﬁch
servants of God as Elizabeth Ann Seton give life to
that heritage and inspiration to us all.

On Sunday, September 14, 1975, His Holiness
Pope Paul VI will confer upon "Mother Seton," as she
is known to millions of Roman Catholics, the rites
of canonization. From that day, Mother Seton will
be Saint Elizabeth Seton, the first Aﬁericah—boxn
saint of the Roman Catholic Church.

Born in New York more than 200 years ago, Mother
Seton was content in her early years to live the
common life of the 18th century woman. But tragedy
entered her life, leaving her a widow at a young age
and with five children. Qﬁiﬁﬁ:Zgééﬁ Emmitsburg,
Maryland, she turned to the work of her church, took
the vows of}l-(e nun g and later founded the Sisters
of Charity of St. Joseph, an order of nuns devoted
to teaching.

Mother Seton established the first parochial
school in America, the foundation for an educational
system that has brought the priceless gift of knowl-
edge to millions of Americans, including a multitude
of newly arrived immigrants whom Mother Seton and
her followers instructed in the language and the

ways of their new homeland.
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For her devout faith and diligent service in the
Kingdom of God, her church is bestowing its highest
honor on Mother Seton on September 14, 1975.

For her service to her country, we, as a Nation,
and believers in many faiths, also have just cause
to honor the memory of Mother Seton on that special
day.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President
of the United States of America, in accordance with
Senate Joint Resolution 125, do hereby designate
Sunday, September 14, 1975, as National Saint
Elizabeth Seton Day, and call for such memorials
and other observances as are appropriate to the
occasion.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand this day of Sc/é‘fpmé,pgg, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-five,
and of the Independence of the United States of

America the two-hundredth.



NATIONAL SAINT ELIZABETH SETON DAY
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

Among the most important elements of America's
Bicentennial observance -- and of everyday American life
for nearly 200 years -- is the religious heritage of
our Nation, rich in its diversity and its quality.

The singular devotion,Afaith and courage of such
servants of God as Elizabeth Ann Seton give life to
that heritage and inspiration to us all.

On Sunday, September 14, 1975, His Holiness
Pope Paul VI will confer upon "Mother Seton," as she
is known to millions of Roman Catholics, the rites
of canonization. From that day, Mother Seton will be
Saint Elizabeth Seton, the first American-born saint
of the Roman Catholic Church.

Born in New York more than 200 years ago, Mother Seton
was content in her early yvears to live the common life of
the 18th century woman. But tragedy entered her life, leav-
ing her a widow at a young age and with five children.
Moving to Emmitsburg, Maryland, she turned to the work of
her church, took the vows of a nun and later founded the
Sisters of Charity of St. Joseph, an order of nuns devoted
to teaching.

Mother Seton established the first parochial school
in America, the foundation for an educational system that
has brought the priceless gift of knowledge to millions
of Americans, including a multitude of newly arrived
immigrants whom Mother Seton and her followers instructed

in the language and the ways of their new homeland.
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For her devout faith and diligent service in the
Kingdom of God, her church is bestowing its highest
honor on Mother Seton on September 14, 1975.

For her service to her‘country, we, as a Nation,
and believers in many faiths, also have just cause to
honor the memory of Mother Seton on that special day.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of
the United States of America, in accordance with Senate
Joint Resolution 125, do hereby designate Sunday,
September 14, 1975, as National Saint Elizabeth Seton
Day, and call for such memorials and other observances
as are appropriate to the occasion.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand
this day of September, in the year of our
Lord nineteen hundred seventy-five, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two-hundredth.




_ B THE WHITE HOUSE
ACTION MEMORANDUM WASHINGTON" LOG NO.:

Date: geptember 10, 1975 Time: 330pm
Jack Marsh
FOR ACTION: Max Friedersdorf cc (for information): Jim Cavanaugh

Ken Lazarus Warren Handriks
Paul Theis

Ted Marrs
Pat Lindh

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY

DUE: Date: i Time: 1;:00am

SUBJECT:

Proclamation: S.J. Res. 125 - National Saint
Elizabeth Day

ACTION REQUESTED:

For Necessary Action For Your Recommendations

— Prepare Agenda and Brief Draft Reply

For Your Comments Draft Remarks

REMARKS:

Earlier I circulated a proclamation request regarding
Elizabeth Seton and you all recommended issuing

a statement rather than a proclamation. Yesterday,
the House voted for approval of S.J. Res. 125.

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED.

If you have any gquestions or if you anficipate a
delay in submitting the required material, please K. R. COLE, JR.
telephione the Staff Secretary immediately. For the President




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 10, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: JIM CAVANAUGH (
FROM: MAX L. FRIEDERS
SUBJECT » S.J.Res. 125 -~ National Saint Elizabeth Day

The Office of Legislative Affairs concurs with the agencies

that the proclamation: S.J.Res. 125 be signed.

Attachments



NATIONAL SAINT ELIZABETH SETON DAY
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

Among the most important elements of America's
Bicentennial observance -- and of everyday American
life for nearly 200 years -- is the religious heritage
of our Nation, rich in its diversity and its guality.

The singular devotion, faith and courage of sdch
servants of God as Elizabeth Ann Seton give life to
that heritage and inspiration to us all.

On Sunday, September 14, 1975, His Holiness
Pope Paul VI will confer upon "Mother Seton," as she
is known to millions of Roman Catholics, the rites
of canonization. From that day, Mother Seton will
be Saint Elizabeth Seton, the first Aﬁerican—boxn
saint of the Roman Catholic Church.

Born in New York more than 200 years ago, Mother
Seton was content in her early years to live the
common life of the 18th century woman. But tragedy
entered he; life, leaving her a widow at a young age

Moving tTo
and with five children. Sweebblimewn Ennitsburg,
Maryland, she Efrned to the work of her church, toock
the vows of tHe nun and‘later founded the Sisters
of Charity of St. Joseph, an order of nuns devoted
to teaching.

Mother Seton established the first parochial
schqol in America, the foundation for an educational
system that has brought the priceless gift of knowl-
edge to millions of Americans, including a multitude
of newly arrived immigrants whom Mother Seton and

her followers instructed in the language and the

ways of their new homeland.
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For her devout faith and diligent service in the
Kingdom of God, her church is bestowing its highest
honor on Mother Seton on September 14, 1975.

For her service to her country, we, as a Nation,
and believers in many faiths, also have just cause
to honor the memory of Mother Seton on that special
day.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President

of the United States of America, in accordance with

Senate Joint Resolution 125, do hereby designate

Sunday, September 14, 1975, as National Saint
Elizabeth Seton Day, and call for such memorials
and other observances as are appropriate to the
occasion.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand this day of ;, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy~five,

and of the Independence of the United States of

America the two-hundredth.




DATE:

REPLY TO
ATTN OF:

SUBJECT:

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

DO :OGC :WMN
8EP 91975
S. J. Res. 125, 94th Congress ,

Mr., James M. Frey

It is my understanding that the Congress has completed
action on S.J. Res. 125, which calls for the President
to declare Sunday, September 14, 1975, as National

Saint Elizabeth Seton Day. Attached is a draft procla-
mation to comply with that request. This draft was
received from the White House Office and revised in this
office as to form but no change has been made in the
sentiments expressed therein.

You may wish to forward the enclosed draft proclamation
with the enrolled bill.

Time has not permitted formal clearance in accordance
with the provisions of Executive Order No. 11030, as
amended; however, an attorney in the Department of
Justice who normally reviews proposed Executive orders
and proclamations as to form and legality have reviewed
this proposed proclamation and have informally advised
us that that Department has no objection to its issuance.

((Signed) William M. ¥ichols

William M. Nichols
Acting General Counsel

Enclosures

COPY FOR JUDY JOHNSTON - THE WHITE HOUSE



S. J. Res. 125

Rinetp-fourth Congress of the Anited States of America

AT THE FIRST SESSION

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Tuesday, the fourteenth day of January,
one thousand nine hundred and seventy-five

Foint Resolution

Authorizing and requesting the President to issue a proclamation designating
Sunday, September 14, 1975, as ‘“National Saint Elizabeth Seton Day”.

Whereas Elizabeth Seton, who was born in New York City on Au-
gust 28, 1774, and who died in Emmitsburg, Maryland, on January 8,
1821, who was the founder of the first religious order for women in
the United States and who also established the first Catholic parish
school in the United States, will be canonized and proclaimed to be
a saint on September 14, 1975, at official ceremonies in Saint Peter’s
Basilica in Rome, thus becoming the first person born in what is
now the United States to be so recognized; and

Whereas Elizabeth Seton, who will then be known as Saint Elizabeth
Seton, through her own life and work and through the work of
thousands of women who traced the origins of their religious
foundations to her founding of the Sisters of Charity of Saint
Joseph of Emmitsburg, Maryland, on July 31, 1809, made an
extraordinary contribution to the religious and moral life of our
country as well as to the education, health, and welfare of vast
numbers of our citizens: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the President is author-
ized and requested to issue a proclamation designating Sunday,

- September 14, 1975, as “National Saint Elizabeth Seton Day” and

' the people of the United States and interested groups

and organizations to observe that day with appropriate ceremonies
and activities.

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Vice President of the United States and
President of the Senate.
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NATIONAL SAINT ELIZABETH SETON DAY
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

Among the most important elements of America's
Bicentennial observance —-— and of everyday American life
for nearly 200 years -- is the religious heritage of
our Nation, rich in its diversity and its quality.

| The singular devotion, faith and courage of such
servants of God as Elizabeth Ann Seton give life to
that heritage and inspiration to us all.

On Sunday, September 14, 1975, His Holiness
Pope Paul VI will confer upon "Mother Seton,"™ as she
is known to millions of Roman Catholics, the rites
of canonization. From that day, Mother Seton will be
Saint Elizabeth Seton, the first American-born saint
of the Roman Catholic Church.

Born in New York more than 200 years ago, Mother Seton
was content in her early years to live the common life of
the 18th century woman. But tragedy entered her life, leav-
ing her a widow at a young age and with five children.
Moving to Emmitsburg, Maryland, she turned to the work of
her church, took the vows of a nun and later founded the
Sisters of Charity of St. Joseph, an order of nuns devoted
to teaching.

Mother Seton established the first parochial school
in America, the foundation for an educatiénal system that
has brought the priceless gift of knowledge to miliions
of Americans, including a multitude of newly arrived |
immigrants whom Mother Seton and her followers instructed

in the language and the ways of their new homeland.
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For her devout faith and diligent service in the
Kingdom of God, her church is bestowing its highest
honor on Mother Seton on September 14, 1975.

For her service to her country, we, as a Nation,
and believers in many faiths, also have just cause to
honor the memory of Mother Seton on that special day.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of
the United States of America, in accordance with Senate
Joint Resolution 125, do hereby designate Sunday,
September 14, 1975, as National Saint Elizabeth Seton
Day, and call for such memorials and other observances
as are appropriate to the occasion.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand
this eleventh day of September, in the year of our
Lord nineteen hundred seventy—fiﬁe, and of the Independence

of the United States of America the two-hundredth.

Lt/ A 2L



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE September 11, 1975

Office of the White House Press Secretary
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THE WHITE HOUSE

NATIONAL SAINT ELIZABETH SETON DAY

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

Among the most important elements of America's
Bicentennial observance =-- and of everyday American life
for nearly 200 years -- is the religious heritage of
our Nation, rich in its diversity and its quality.

The singular devotion, faith and courage of such
servants of God as Elizabeth Ann Seton give life to
that heritage and inspiration to us all.

On Sunday, September 14, 1975, His Holiness
Pope Paul VI will confer upon "Mother Seton," as she
is known to millions of Roman Catholics, the rites
of canonization. From that day, Mother Seton will be
Saint Elizabeth Seton, the first American-born saint
of the Roman Catholic Church.

Born in New York more than 200 years ago, Mother Seton
was content in her early years to live the common life of
the 18th century woman. But tragedy entered her life, leav-
ing her a widow at a young age and with five children.
Moving to Emmitsburg, Maryland, she turned to the work of
her church, took the vows of a nun and later founded the
Sisters of Charity of St. Joseph, an order of nuns devoted
to teaching.

Mother Seton established the first parochial school
in America, the foundation for an educational system that
has brought the priceless gift of knowledge to millions
of Americans, including a multitude of newly arrived
immigrants whom Mother Seton and her followers instructed
in the language and the ways of their new homeland.

For her devout faith and diligent service in the
Kingdom of God, her church is bestowing its highest
honor on Mother Seton on September 14, 1975.

For her service to her country, we, as a Nation,
and believers in many faiths, also have just cause to
honor the memory of Mother Seton on that special day.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of
the United States of America, in accordance with Senate
Joint Resolution 125, do hereby designate Sunday,
September 14, 1975, as National Saint Elizabeth Seton
Day, and call for such memorials and other observances
as are appropriate to the occasion.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand
this eleventh day of September, in the year of our
Lord nineteen hundred seventy-five, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two-hundredth.

GERALD R. FORD
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Septenber 10, 1975

Dear Mr. Director:

The following bdills were received at the vhite
House on September 10th:

8.J. Res, W y, 4
8.7. Res. 125 |/ /
8. 3+ v

Please let the President have reports and
recommendations as to the spyroval of these
bills as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

Robert D. Linder
Chief Executive Clerk

The Honorable James T. ILymn

Office of Managementaand Buldget
Washington, D. C.





