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ACTION
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 4, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR

THE~ RESIDENT

FROM:

KE~

SUBJECT:

Memorandum of Disapproval
H.R. 11897 - Gerald R. Ford
Federal Office Building

Attached for your signature is a memorandum of disapproval
relating to your decision to pocket veto H.R. 11897.
OMB, Phil Areeda, Max Friedersdorf (Loen) and Paul Theis
have all approved the proposed memorandum of disapproval.
RECOMMENDATION
That you sign the memorandum of disapproval (Tab A) .
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THE WHITE Hb.USE
ACTION MEMORANDUM

Da.te:

December 27

LOG NO.:

WASHINGTON

1974

FOR ACTION: Geoff Shepard
Phil Areeda J'1.c, ~~
Max Friedersdorf ~

Time:

870

:00 p.m.

cc (for information): Warren Hendri
Jerry Jones

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY
DUE: Da.te:

u-

d

nuD

TUn&:

,._...__ lO

!f• 08....~

lsOO p.m.

SUBJECT:
r lled Bill H.R. 11897 - President Gerald R. Ford
Federal Office Building

ACTION REQUESTED:
_ _ For Necessary Action

- ._ For Your Recommendations

_ _ Prepare Agenda. a.nd Brief

Dra.ft Reply

- r For Your Comments

Dra.ft Remarks

REMARKS:

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED.
If you ha.ve a.ny questions or if you a.nticipo.te a.

delo.y in submitting the required ma.ter~~ plea.se
telephone the Sta.f£ Secretary immedia.t~~·

K. R. COLE, JR.
For the President

·

·I have today vetoed H.R.
the Federal Office

----- ,

Build~ng

in Grand

a bill which would name
Rapid~Michigan

the

"Gerald R. F3ord Building" r
I wish to continue the policy of past Administrations that the
Executive Branch not endorse the naming of Federal Office
Buildings.

Generally, the Executive Branch has deferred to

~e

desires of the Congress on such matters.
While I am grateful

£~the

sentiment expressed by the Congress

in passing this bill, it would be improper for me as Chief
Executive to sign it.

Several of our Federal offices have

been named after members of Congress but I caa_not recall any
that have been named after a President while still in office.
I yi OA-Y'< iJv... tFor an i~a~ant President to approve legislation naming a
Federal building after himself is a precedent I do not wish to
establish.
I would hope our Presidents will be remembered for

th~labors

to build better Government rather than for the construction of
public works projects. Office buildings for housing the
Government's
business should not be constructed as monuments
.
(j5YYI (Y10()
tift needs

to Federal officials but should reflect we

dedicated to all the people they are meant to serve.

•'
~

and be

LOG NO.:

WAS H!>iGTO:'i

Date:

December 27, 1974

FOR ACTION: Geoff Shepar~
Phil Areeda '
Max Friedersdorf

Time:

870

8:00 p.m.

cc (for information):

Warren Hendrik
Jerry Jones

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY
DUE: Date:

Time:

Monday, December 30

1:00 p.m.

SUBJECT:

Enrolled Bill H.R. 11897 - President Gerald R. Ford
Federal Office Building

ACTION REQUESTED:

---For Necessary Action

--~For Your

___ Prepare Agenda and Brief

-~-

-~c

____ Draft Remarks

For Your Comments

Recommendations

DraH Reply

REMARKS:

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED.
I£ you have any questions or if you anticipate a
d·ela.y in submitting the required material, please
telephone i:h:= StaH Secretary immediately.

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

HENDRIKS
L. FRIEDERSDORF
SUBJECT:

Action Memorandum - Log No. 870
Enrolled Bill H. R. 11897

The Office of Legislative Affairs concurs in the attached proposal
and has no additional recommendations.
Attachment

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGT<?N• D.C. 20503
•'

December 26, 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Subject:

Enrolled Bill H.R. 11897 - President Gerald R.
Ford Federal Office Building
Sponsors - Rep. Gray (D) Illinois and 24 others

Last Day for Action

~"'~~'fir

'-'Purpose

Names the United States Courthouse and Federal Office Building
in Grand Rapids, Michigan as the "President Gerald R. Ford '
Federal Office Building."
Agency

Reco~~endations

Office of Management and Budget

Approval

General Services Administration
Administrative Office of the
United States Courts

Approval
No recommendation

Discussion
In its views letter on the enrolled bill, the General Services
Administration 11 heartily endorses this bill".

lft,L~ci 1- ( 1~
Assistant Director for
Legislative Reference ·
Enclosures

I
I have today vetoed H. R. 1189 7, a bill which would name the United
States Courthouse and Federal Office Building in Grand Ra!Xls, Michigan,
the "President Gerald R. Ford Federal Office Building.''

Although I appreciate the honor expressed by the Congress in enacting
this legislation, I intend to continue the policy of past Administrations
that the executive branch not endorse the naming of Federal office
buildings.

Generally, the executive branch has deferred to the desires

of the Congress on suc\1 matters.

Although several Federal office buildings have been named for
incumbent members of the Congress, I know of none that have been
named for a President while still in office.
for me as an incumbent

~esident

my name on a Federal building.

I consider it improper

to approve legislation which places
This is a precedent I do not wish to

establish.

In general, I feel this way:

office buildings which house the functions

of Government should not be used as monuments to Federal officials

/

but rather as workshops for the people's business.

In particular, I would hope our Presidents will be remembered for their

labors in building better Government rather than for their efforts in
constructing public works projects to themselves.

MEMORANDUM OF DISAPPROVAL

I have today vetoed H.R. 11897, a bill which would
name the United States Courthouse and Federal Office
Building in Grand Rapids, Michigan, the

11

President

Gerald R. Ford Federal Office Building."
.Although I appreciate the honor expressed by the
Congress in enacting this legislation, I intend to
continue the policy of past Administrations that the
executive branch not endorse the naming of Federal office
buildings.

Generally, the executive branch has deferred

to the desires of the Congress on such matters.
However, I know of no Federal office buildings that
have been named for a President while still in office.
This legislation might begin a precedent I believe it best
not to establish.
The proposed naming of this facility for me in my
home community is a great honor, and one for which I am
deeply grateful; however, for the reasons I have assigned
above I feel I cannot sign H.R. 11897.

I"-

";

THE WHITE HOUSE,
January 4, 1975

':.\ .

. PRESfDENT GERALD R. FORD FEDERAL OFFICE
BUILDING

DECEMBJ!;R

16, 1974.---'Referred t9 the House Calendar and ordered to be printed

Mr. 'BLATNIK, from the Committee on Public Works,
submitted the following
RJ;l~ORT
[To accomjiany H.R. 11897]
,

(.;•

I

l

The Committee on Public Works, to whom was referred the bill
(H.R. 11897) to name the Un~ted States Qourthouse Q.nd .Federal
O:fliee BUilding at UO Miehiga::rr Street,· N.W;, Gram} ~apid£!; Michigan, t~e "G~rald R·: Ford Federal Offic~ .Building", having cQn.si'dered:
tlte• sa:tne; tep6rt:S ·favorably thereon· with' am'end'me~ts:. and recom·, · ·; · · · ··
·
mends that the bill as ainehdM do pass~'
The amendments are as follows:
·' ·
On the first page, lines 6 and 9, strike out "Gerald R. Ford Federal
Office Building" and insert "President Gerald R. Ford Federal Office
Building".
.
Amend the title so as to read :' .
A bill to name the United States Courthouse and Federal Office Building at
110 Michigan Street, N.W., Grand Rapids, Michigan, the "President Gerald R.
I<'ord Federal Office Building".
· ·
BACKGROUND

Gerald R. Ford was born in Omaha, Nebraska, July 14, 1913. He
was educated in the public schools of the city of Grand Rapids, Michigan and received a B.A. degree from the University of Michigan
where he was a member of Michiganua, a top senior honor. He received a law degree from Y111le University Law School in 1941 and was
admitted to the Michigan State Bar (1941) and has been admitted to
practice before the United States Supreme Court. He won all-city
and all-state football honors in Grand Rapids during high school;
while earning three v~trsity letters, was a member of the University of
Michigan's undefeated national championship teams of 1932 and 1933...-< •...
and was named Michigan's most valuable player in 1934. He ente~. · '''
the U.S. Navy, serving 47 months on active duty during World ~r
II, and participated in 3rd and 5th Fleet carrier operations abrQild
i ....

H.R. 1601 \ ":"~
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-~~~ ·l '~ l'"~. '
the ·aircraft carrier U.S.S. Monterey (CVL-26) for two years. Following shore duty with the Naval Aviation Training Program, he was
released to inactive duty with rank of Lieutenant Commander in
January, 1946.
· .· ·
He was elected to the 81st Congress on November2, 1948 and served
as the Representative of Michigan's 5th district until October 12, 1973
when he beca.m~ t~.Yic,e ,P'r~denti,Q.l d8l'Jigllee. Duci.ng his ~P ·years
in Co~gress, he served as mino.rit;r.l~ad~r, was presented the ~eorse
Washmgton Award by the American Good Government Society m
May, 1966, chosen by the American Academy of Achievement toreceive the Golden Plate Awa~mre-of-fifty "giants of accomplishment", presented during the Academy's lOth annual Saluteto Excellence in June, 1971, and served' as permah(mt chairman Of the 1968
and 1972 Republican Natiomd &m:Tentio.m. On August 9, 1974 he became the 38th President of the United
States, to .fl.ll the un.~xpired term of Richard .~· Nixon.
.
'l

• · OOMMITTEE VIEWS

The Committee believes i~. fitt~:q.g and !Proper to name the United
States Courthouse and Federar O:tMt! Building in Grand RaJ?ids,
Michigan as the "Presid!'lnt Gex:ald .~.For~ Federal Office Buildmg"
in recognition of his outstanding aecomplishments in public service.
'
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RuJ~ ~.{~,(~j ,qHb.~ Jwl~ <:>MJ~fi-lW:use oftRe~swt~tiv':~f~quiras
a, ljltate~nt..q~ ,tAe _estilffl~Wd; OOflW t~r.tA~ .JJ:ni.t#diStJI.1e§ :)Vlnch. would
be. includ,~lf.iu, ~PiY~ ,out, H,.R. lU\W, as r~PArted,, i:n.. Fieet\l. Year:
1975andeachofthefollowii~gJ~ye,F~~IJI,¥~ars.c;; l![,' ,, ·
: ·.
·
j.: •

!

I

Enactment of this legislation will not ~e&nlt in.;wy CQSt to. the United
1 ·
.:r [,f,, .•. ,; ,. ::
.. · · ·
· . .
;,
.,

Stat~, l• !t-'·l

The committee ordered the bill reported
by
voice
,yote.
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93o CoNGRESs } HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES {
REPORT
2d Session
No. 93-1601

PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD FEDERAL OFFICE
BUILDING

DECEMBER

16, 1974.---'Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed

Mr. BLATNIK, from the Committee on Public 'Vorks,
submitted the following

REPORT
[To accompany H.R. 11897]

The Committee on Public Works, to whom was referred the bill
(H.R. 1'1897) to name the United States Courthouse and Federal
Office Building at 110 Michigan Street, N.W., Grand Rapids, Michigan, the "Gerald R. Ford Federal Office Building", having considered
the same, reports favorably thereon with amendments and recommends that the bill as amended do pass.
The amendments are as follows :
On the first page, lines 6 and 9, strike out "Gerald R. Ford Federal
Office Building" and insert "President Gerald R. Ford Federal Office
Building".
Amend the title so as to read :
A hill to name the United States Courthouse and lfederal Office Building at
110 Michigan Street, N.W., Grand Rapids, Michigan, the "President Gerald R.
~~ord Federal Office Building".
·

BACKGROUND
Gerald R. Ford was born in Omaha, Nebraska, July 14, 1913. He
was educated in the public schools of the city of Grand Rapids, Michigan and received a B.A. degree from the University of Michigan
where he was a member of Michiganua, a top senior honor. He received a law degree from Yaile University Law School in 1941 and was
admitted to the Michigan State Bar (1941) and has been admitted to
practice before the United States Supreme Court. He won all-city
and all-state football honors in Grand Rapids during high school;
while earning three varsity letters, was a member of the University of
Michigan's undefeated national championship teams of 1932 and 1933,
and was named Michigan's most valuable player in 1934. He entered
the U.S. Navy, serving 47 months on active duty during World w~··-:,:·],;:.;-...
II, and participated in 3rd and 5th Fleet carrier operations ab1:,6~tt ·
· :.> / \
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the aircraft carrier U.S.S. Monterey (CVL----26) for two years. Following shore duty with the Naval Aviation Training Program, he was
released to inactive duty with rank of Lieutenant Commander in
January, 1946.
He was elected to the 8lst Congress on November 2, 1948 and served
as the Representative of Michigan's 5th district until October 12, 1973
when he became the Vice Presidential designee. During his 25 years
in Congress, he served as minority leader, was presented the George
"\Vashington A ward by the American Good Government Society in
May, 1966, chosen by the American Academy of Achievement toreceive the Golden Plate Award as one of fifty "giants of accomplishment", presented during the Academy's lOth annual Salute to Excellence in June, 1971, and served as permanent chairman of the 1968
and 1972 Republican National Conventions.
On August 9, 1974 he became the 38th President of the United
States, to fill the unexpired term of Richard M. Nixon.
COMMITTEE VIEWS

The Committee believes it fitting and proper to name the United
States Courthouse and Fedeml Office Building in Grand Rapids,
Michigan as the "President Gerald R. Ford Federal Office Building"
in recognition of his outstanding accomplishments in public service.
COST TO THE UNITED STATES

Rule XIII (7) of the Rules of the House of Representatives requires
a statement of the estimated costs to the United States which would
be included in carrying out H.R. 11897, as reported, in Fiscal Year
1975 and each of the following five Fiscal Years.
·
Enactment of this legislation will not result in any cost to the United
States.
VOTE

The committee ordered the bill reported by voice vote.
H.R.l601

0

H. R. 11897

lFUntt~~third

Q:ongrtss of tht tlnittd ~tatts of gmcrica.
AT THE SECOND SESSION

•

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the twenty-first day of January,
one thousand nine hundred and seventy-four

9n 9ct
To name the United States Courthouse and Federal Office BuiJding at 110
Michigan Street, N.W., Grand Rapids, Michigan, the "President Gerald R.
Ford Federal Office Building".

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the United
States Courthouse and Federal Office Building located at 110 Michigan
Street, N.W., Grand Rapids, Michigan, shall hereafter be known and
designated as the "President Gerald R. Ford Federal Office Building".
Any reference in a law, map, regulation, document, record, or other
paper of the United States to such building shall be held to be a
reference to the "President Gerald R. Ford Federal Office Building".

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Vice President of the United States and
President of the Senate.

JANUARY 4, 1975

FOR IW/EDI.ATE RELEASE

Office of the White House Press Secretary
---------~-----~··----------------------------------------

THE WHITE HOUSE
MEMORANDUM OF DISAPPROVAL
I have today vetoed H. R. 11897, a bill which would name the United
States Courthouse and Federal Office Building in Grand Rapids,
Michigan, the "President Gerald R. Ford Federal Office Building. 11
.Although I appreciate the honor expressed by the Congress in enacting
this legislation, I intend to continue the policy of past Administrations
that the executive branch not endorse the nart:ing of Federal office
buildings. Generally, the executive branch has deferred to the
desires of the Congress on such matters.
However, I know of no Federal office buildings that have been named
for a President while stilb'in office. This legislation might begin a
precedent I believe it best not to establish.
The proposed naming of this facility for me in rr.y horre community
is a great honor, and one for which I am deeply grateful; however,
for the reasons I have assigned above I feel I cannot sign H. R. 11897.

GERALD R. FORD

THE WHITE HOUSE
January 4, 1975

..

~

...

.

- ..

--.

.-

..

~-

,;.•

-.

~

.

..

·.

~

if

.

.
•

-

~

.•

.,
.

•

.

. ...

.

~

-~

•

•

.<~-

•

...

. December
•

•

..

.. ';

..

....

24, l974

-·

-.

II.

-

.

.
.
.
Please let the Preside:at have reports and recommendatioma. as to the
approval. o:t these billa as soon as possible.
,., ·...~
s~,

......

Robert D. I·:lMer
Chief Executive- Clerk .
The Honorable Roy L. Ash
Director
Office of Managemeat . am Budget
w~~#n.a.
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