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ARGUMENTS FOR POCKET VETO

In reporting to the Congress, the Administration has
opposed the bill since most of the proposed Seashore is

in public ownership, is already being protected and pre-
served and is available for public recreational use. Also
the State of Florida may acquire additional private lands
in the area. In summary, the principal purposes of the
bill are already being achieved.

STAFF AND AGENCY POSITIONS

The following recommend signature:
Ken Cole
Roy Ash
Max Friedersdorf
Phil Areeda
NASA
The following recommend pocket veto:
Department of the Interior

Sign (Tab B) /%‘7 Pocket Veto
’

({approve the
memo of dis-
approval at
Tab C
Paul Theis
approved)



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

DEC $ 0 ®74

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Subject: Enrolled Bill H.R. 5773 - Canaveral National

Seashore, Florida
Sponsor - Rep. Chappell (D) Florida and 14 others

Last Day for Action

January 4, 1975 - Saturday

Purgose

Establishes the Canaveral National Seashore in Florida
and authorizes appropriations of not more than $7,941,000
and $500,000 for land acquisition and development,
respectively.

Agency Recommendations

Office of Management and Budget Approval

Department of the Interior Disapproval {(Memorandum of
Disapproval Attached)
National Aeronautics and

Space Administration No objection
Council on Environmental Quality No objection
Department of Defense Defers to Interior
Discussion

H.R. 5773 would establish the Canaveral National Seashore
in Florida to be administered by the Secretary of the
Interior. The Secretary would be authorized to acquire
lands and waters by donation, purchase or exchange although




State or other public lands could be acquired by donation
only. Federally owned property within the seashore could,
with the concurrence of the agency having custody thereof,
be transferred without consideration to the Secretary,

Any seashore lands that are within the Kennedy Space Center
(KSC) of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration
(NASA) would be managed to assure public safety, meet the
needs of the space and defense programs of the Nation, and
would be closed to the public when necessary for space
operationg. Administration of the seashore would be jointly
undertaken by two Interior agencies: (1) the National Park
Sexrvice would manage the beach and dunes complex; and,

(2) The United States Fish and Wildlife Service would

manage the lagoon and marsh complex -- this area represents
the NASA lands which are presently managed under cooperative
agreement with Interior as the Merritt Island National
Wildlife Refuge.

Owners of improved property could reserve a right of use
and occupancy for a specified term and within 3 years of
enactment, the Secretary would be required to report to
the President his recommendations as to the suitability
of any area within the seashore for preservation as wilderness.

H.R. 5773 would authorize appropriations of not more than
$7,941,000 and $500,000 for land acquisition and develop-
ment, respectively.

The area is presently a vast complex on Florida's eastern
seashore just north of Cape Canaveral that encompasses
some twenty miles of beautiful Atlantic beaches and waters
(boundary would extend to a point one-half mile offshore)
backed by a system of dunes and marsh, and includes an
extensive lagoon area which is rich in wildlife values.
With the exception of 891 acres of privately owned beach-
front, the 67,500 acre seashore is exclusively in State
and Federal ownership.

In reporting to Congress on this legislation the Adminis-
tration opposed enactment on the basis that most of the
proposed seashore is in public ownership, is already being




protected and preserved, and is available to the public
for recreational use. Interior and NASA reports did,
however, note that if future conditions change so that

"a different form of Federal management may be preferable
for this area, we will of course reassess the management
situation.”

However, in its report on H.R. 5773, the House Interior
Committee contends that immediate action is necessary:

"Recent changes affecting this area have been

a stimulus to the current legislation. North

of the proposed National Seashore, the shore-
line areas have undergone intensive development,
and this trend is continuing toward the pro-
posed area. Recent construction has already
occurred not far from Turtle Mound, a registered
National Landmark located within the proposal.
Although the State of Florida is to be commended
for acting to acquire portions of the lands
north of the NASA reservation for park purposes,
the private lands remaining in this area are
still subject to development. The intent of
H.R. 5773 is to assure that the protection of
this area will not be compromised by further
construction."

In its views letter on the enrolled bill, Interior reiterates
the Administration's earlier objections to the bill as
noted above, and concludes that:

"The purposes of H.R. 5773 are for the most
part already being achieved. The area is
available to the public for recreational
use and it is being preserved and protected
under State and Fish and Wildlife Service
Management. For these reasons we recom-
mend against approval of H.R. 5773."
































































































































