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from "August 5, 1964, to the date of cessation of hostilities
as determined by the Government of the United States." The
new termination date is apparently based on P.L. 93-50,

a supplemental appropriations Act, which resulted in a cut-
off of funds to support U.S. combat activities in Vietnam

after August 15, 1973.

The enrolled bill also extends the periods for determining
membership eligibility in the American Legion based on service
during World War II and the Korean War. The new dates are

the same as those established by the Veterans Administration
for the purpose of determining entitlement to wartime

veterans' benefits.

Assistant Director for
Legislative Reference

Enclosures



VETERANS ADMINISTRATION
OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20420
December 18, 1974

The Honorable

Roy L. Ash

Director, Office of
Management and Budget

Washington, D. C. 20503

Dear Mr. Ash:

This is in reply to the request of W. H. Rommel,
Assistant Director for Legislative Reference, for the views
and recommendations of the Veterans Administration on the
enrolled enactment of S. 4013, 93rd Congress, ''An Act to
amend the Act incorporating the American Legion so as to
redefine eligibility for membership therein.' As indicated
by the title, the purpose of the bill is to redefine the
eligibility for membership in the American Legion.

Under existing law, the charter of the American
Legion limits membership to those persons who served in the
military or naval forces of the United States or its allies
in time of war or during a period of armed conflict.

Now that the combat activities for the United
States forces have ended in Southeast Asia, the American
Legion desires to establish a cut-off date for membership
eligibility for the Vietnam era veterans and to conform
the periods of eligibility for veterans of World War II1
and Korea to those established by the Veterans Administra-
tion for the purpose of determining wartime veterans' bene-
fits.




While the American Legion is an organization recog-
nized for the preparation, presentation and prosecution of
claims under laws administered by this agency, the Veterans
Administration would not be affected to any material extent
by approval of this bill. The proposed amendment appears
to be consistent with prior legislation establishing eligi-
bility for membership in service organizations to those who
served during periods of hostility.

It is recommended that the bill be approved by
the President.

Sincerely,

RICHARD L. ROUDEBUSH

Administrator




GENERAIL COUNSEL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301

20 December 1974

Honorable Roy L. Ash

Director

Office of Management and Budget
Washington, D. C. 20503

Dear-Mr. Ash:

Reference is made to your request for the views of the Department of
Defense with respect to the enrolled bill S. 4013, 93d Congress, an
act "To amend the Act incorporating the American Legion so as to
redefine eligibility for membership therein. "

Membership in the American Legion is limited by its Federal charter
to those who served in the military or naval forces of the United States
or its allies in time of war or during a period of armed conflict. The
American Legion desires enactment of this bill, S. 4013, to establish
a cut-off date for membership eligibility for Vietnam era veterans

and to conform the periods of eligibility for veterans of World War II
and Korea to those periods established by the Veterans Administration
for the purpose of determining wartime veterans' benefits.

The Department of Defense interposes no objection to the approval of
this enrolled bill, S. 4013,

Sincerely,

Martin R. Hoiff




 THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
December 23, 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR: WARREN "HENDRIKS -

FROM: | ' MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF U - é
SUBJECT: Action Memorandum - Log No.818

Enrolled Bill S, 4013 - Membership in the
American Legion

The Office of Legislative Affairs concurs in the attached proposal
and has no additional recommendations.

Attachment















Calendar No.1155

| 930 CONGRESS SENATE ReporT
2d Session . No. 93-1215

AMENDING THE ACT INCORPORATING THE AMERICAN
LEGION SO AS TO REDEFINE ELIGIBILITY FOR
MEMBERSHIP THEREIN

OCTOBER 2, 1974.—Ordered to be printed

M-r. Hruska, from the Committee on the Judiciary,
submitted the following

REPORT

[To accompany S. 4013]

The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill
(S. 4013) to amend the Act incorporating the American Legion so as
to redefine eligibility for membership therein, having considered the
same, reports favorably thereon, without amendment and recommends
that the bill do pass. '

Purrose

The purpose of the proposed legislation is to amend the Act incorpo-
rating the American Legion so as to redefine eligibility for member-
ship in that organization. B

: : STATEMENT . -

The American Legion was chartered by Congress on September 16,
1919. , ,
Membership in the American Legion is limited by its Federal
charter to those persons who served in the military or naval forces of
the United States-or its allies in time of war or during a period of
armed conflict. Now that combat activity by the U.S. forces has ended
in Southeast Asia, the Legion desires to establish a cut-off date for
membership eligibility for the Vietnam era veterans and to conform
the periods of eligibility for veterans of World War II and Korea to
those established by the Veterans’ Administration for the purpose of
determining wartime veterans’ benefits.
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At its National Convention last month, the American Legion
adopted a resolution asking the Congress to amend that section of its
charter pertaining to miembership eligibility (Section 5) to read when
amended as follows:

Sect1oN 5. No person shall be a member of this corporation
unless he has served in the naval or military services of the
United States at some time during any of the following
periods: April 6, 1917, to November 11, 1918; December 7,
1941 to December 31, 1946; June 25, 1950, to January 31,
1955; August 5, 1964, to August 15, 1973; all dates inclu-
sive, or who, being a citizen of the United States at the time
of entry therein, served in the military or naval service of
any of the governments associated with the United States
during said wars or hostilities: Prowvided, howewver, That
such person shall have an honorable discharge or separation
from such service or continues to serve honorably after any
of the aforesaid terminal dates.

The proposed amendment would make eligible for membership in
the American Legion those veterans of the Vietnam era who served
honorably in the military or naval forces of the United States or its
allies during the period August 5, 1964, to August 15, 1973. The cut-off
date is in accordance with Public Law 93-50, a supplemental appro-
priations bill, approved July 1, 1973, wherein the Congress directed
that none of the funds appropriated under said Act or, after August
15, 1973, no funds appropriated under any other Act may be expended
to support combat activities by U.S. forces in or over Cambodia, Laos,
North Vietnam and South Vietnam. Enactment of Public Law 93-50
resulted in a termination of U.S. Combat activities in Vietnam and
August 15,1973 is an appropriate date for terminating eligibility for
membership in the American Legion. ' :

The Committee is of the opinion that it is important for the Ameri-
can Legion and the American Legion Auxiliary and to thousands of
veterans and their families who want to join the legion but are unable
to do so until the American Legion charter is amended so as to make
these veterans eligible for membership. o

‘Accordingly, the Committee recommends favorable consideration
of S. 4013, without amendment.

CuANGEs 1IN Existing Law

In compliance with subsection (4) of Rule XXIX of the Standing
Rules of the Senate, changes in existing law made by the bill, as re-
ported, are shown as follows (existing lIaw proposed to beiomitted is
enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italic, existing law
in which no change is proposed is shown in roman) : TR

S.R. 1215

3
Tae Acr or SeprEMBER 16, 1919, 41 STAT. 284

No person shall be a member of this corporation unless he has served
in the naval or military services of the United States at some time
during any of the following, periods: April 6, 1917, to November 11,
1918; December 7, 1941, to [September 2, 1945;] December 31, 1946 ;
June 23, 1950, to [July 27, 1953;] January 31, 1955 ; August b, 1964,
[to the date of cessation of hostilities as determined by the Govern-
ment of the United States.] August 15, 1973, all dates inclusive, or
who, being a citizen of the United States at the time of entry therein,
served in the military or naval service of any of the governments asso-
ciated with the United States during said wars or hostilities: Pro-
vided, however, That such person shall have an honorable discharge or
separation from such service or continues to serve honorably after any
of the aforesaid terminal dates.

S.R. 1215



93p CONGRESS } HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES REePORT
" 2d Session No. 93-1558

AMENDING THE ACT INCORPORATING THE AMERICAN
LEGION SO AS TO REDEFINE ELIGIBILITY FOR MEM-
BERSHIP THEREIN

DECEMBER 11, 1974.—Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed

Mr. Epwaros of California, from the Committee on the Judiciary,
submitted the following

REPORT

[To accompany S. 4013]

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill
(S. 4013) to redefine eligibility requirements for membership in the
American Legion, having considered the same, report favorably
thereon without amendment and recommend that the bill do pass.

Purrosm

The purpose of the proposed legislation is to amend the Act in-
corporating the American Legion so as to redefine eligibility for
membership in that organization.

STATEMENT

The eligibility for membership in the American Legion is deter-
mined in its Federal charter, which was received in September, 1919.

Membership in the American Legion is limited by its Federal char-
ter to those persons who served in the military or naval forces of the
United States or its allies in time of war or during a period of armed
conflict. Now that combat activity by the U.S. forces has ended in
Southeast Asia, the Legion desires to establish a cut-off date for mem-
bership eligibility for the Vietnam era veterans and to conform the
periods of eligibility for veterans of World War II and Korea to
those established by the Veterans’ Administration.

The American Legion has, itself, recommended these changes and
has petitioned Congress to allow this amendment.

The Committee feels that it is of great importance to assist those
veterans who desire membership in the American Legion but who
now do not meet its eligibility requirements. :

38-006. -
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Cost or LEGISLATION

Pursuant to the requirements of clause 7 of rule XII of the Rules of
the House of Representatives, the committee concludes that ne Federal
costs will be incurred by the enactment of this legislation.

CoMMITTEE APPROVAL

On December 10, 1974, the House Committee on the Judiciary, by a
voice vote with no dissenting votes, ordered the bill favorably reported
to the House,

CoNCLUSION

The Committee has concluded that the bill effectively redefines the
eligibility requirenents for membership in the American Legion.

Cuaxers v Existing Law Mape BY TR Bur, as RerortEd

In compliance with clause 3 of rule XTIT of the Rules of the House
of Representatives, changes in existing law made by the bill, as re-
ported, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omitted is
enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italic, existing
law in which no change is propoesed is shown in roman):

Twr Acr or SepreEMBER 16, 1919, 41 Star. 284

No person shall be a member of this corporation unless he has served
in the naval or military services of the United States at some time
during any of the following periods: April 6, 1917, to November 11,
1918; December 7, 1941, to [September 2, 1945} December 31, 1946 ;
June 23, 1950, to [July 27, 1953;] January 31, 1955 ; August 5, 1964,
to [the date of cessation of hostilities as determined by the Govern-
ment of the United States,] August 15, 1973, all dates inclusive, or
who, being a citizen of the United States at the time of entry therein,
served in the military or naval service of any of the governments
associated with the United States during said wars or hostilities:
Provided, however, That such person shall have an honorable dis-
charge or separation from such service or continues to serve honorably
after any of the aforesaid terminal dates.

O

H.R. 1558



930 CONGRESS } HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES RerPoRT
" 2d Session No. 93-1558

AMENDING THE ACT INCORPORATING THE AMERICAN
LEGION SO AS TO REDEFINE ELIGIBILITY FOR MEM-
BERSHIP THEREIN

DEcEMBER 11, 1974.—Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed

Mr. Epwarbs of California, from the Committee on the Judiciary,
submitted the following

REPORT

[{Towaccompany S. 4013}

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill
(S. 4013) to redefine eligibility requirements for membership in the
American Legion, having considered the same, report favorably
thereon without amendment and recommend that the bill do pass.

Purpose

The purpose of the proposed legislation is to amend the Act in-
corporating the American Legion so as to redefine eligibility for
membership in that organization.

STATEMENT

The eligibility for membership in the American Legion is deter-
mined in its Federal charter, which was received in September, 1919.

Membership in the American Legion is limited by its Federal char-
ter to those persons who served in the military or naval forces of the
United States or its allies in time of war or during a period of armed
conflict. Now that combat activity by the U.S. forces has ended in
Southeast Asia, the Legion desires to establish a cut-off date for mem-
bership eligibility for the Vietnam era veterans and to conform the
periods of eligibility for veterans of World War II and Korea to
those established by the Veterans’ Administration.

The American Legion has, itself, recommended these changes and
has petitioned Congress to allow this amendment. . ‘

The Committee feels that it is of great importance to assist those
veterans who desire membership in the American Legion but who
now do not meet its eligibility requirements.

38~008.
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Cost oF LEGISLATION

Pursuant to the requirements of clause 7 of rule XITI of the Rules of
the House of Representatives, the committee concludes that no Federal
costs will be incurred by the enactment of this legislation.

COMMITTEE APPROVAL

On December 10, 1974, the House Committee on the Judiciary, by a
voice vote with no dissenting votes, ordered the bill favorably reported
to the House.

ConcLusioN

The Committee has concluded that the bill effectively redefines the
eligibility requirements for membership in the American Legion.

CHaxees IN ExistiNg Law Mape BY THE BILL, As REPORTED

In compliance with clause 3 of rule XIIT of the Rules of the House
of Representatives, changes in existing law made by the bill, as re-
ported, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omitted is
enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italie, existing
law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman):

Tue Acr oF SEPTEMBER 16, 1919, 41 StaT. 284

No person shall be-a member of this corporation unless he has served
in the naval or military services of the United States at some time
during any of the following periods: April 6, 1917, to November 11,
1918; December 7, 1941, to [September 2, 1945 December 31, 1946
June 25, 1950, to [July 27, 1953 ;] January 31, 1955; August 5, 1964,
to [the date of cessation of hostilities as determined by the Govern-
ment of the United States,J August 15, 1973, all dates inclusive, or
who, being a citizen of the United States at the time of entry therein,
served in the military or naval service of any of the governments
associated with the United States during said wars or hostilities:
Provided, however, That such person shall have an honorable dis-
charge or separation from such service or continues to serve honorably
after any of the aforesaid terminal dates.

O

H.R, 1658



S. 4013

JRinetp-third Congress of the Wnited States of America

AT THE SECOND SESSION

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the twenty-first day of January,

one thousand nine hundred and seventy-four

an Act

To amend the Act incorporating the American Legion 80 as to redefine eligibility
for membership therein.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That section 5 of
the Act entitled “An Act to incorporate the American Legion”,
approved September 16, 1919 (41 Stat. 2853 86 U.8.C. 45), is hereby
amended to read as follows:

“Skc. 5. No person shall be a member of this corporation unless he
has served in the naval or military services of the United States at
some time during any of the following periods: April 6, 1917, to
November 11, 1918; December 7, 1941, to December 31, 1946; June 25,
1950, to January 31, 1955; August 5, 1964, to August 15,1973 ; all dates
inclusive, or who, being a citizen of the United States at the time of
entry therein, served in the military or naval service of any of the
%ovemments associated with the United States during said wars or

ostilities : Provided, however, That such person shall have an honor-
able discharge or separation from such service or continues to serve
honorably after any of the aforesaid terminal dates.”.

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Vice President of the United States ond
' President of the Senate.









