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The adoptive mother, Theresa Tomasi, is a 45 year old U.S.
citizen born in Barre, Vermont. She is trained in social

work and psychology with graduate degrees. She is employed

as Director of Social Service at the Medical Center Hospital

of Vermont earning approximately $17,000 a year, she owns

her own home valued at $75,000 with a mortgage of approximately
$3,000 and has insurance on all members of her family.

Her family consists of four adopted children ages 11, 10, 9,
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Enclosures



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
WMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE
Washington 25, D.C.

PLEASE ADOAESY REFLY TO

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER DEC » n 1974 AND REFER TS TMIS FILE NO,
A20 399 203
TO . OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
SUBJECT: Enrolled Private Bill No. S. 3578 ; Office of Management

and Budget request dated _December 18, 1974,

Beneficiary or Beneficiaries _ Anita Tomasi

Pursuant to your request for the views of the Department of Justice on
the subject bill, a review has been made of the facsimile of the bill, the re-
lating Congressional Committee report or reports, and all pertinent information
in the files of the lmmigration and Naturalization Service.

On the basis of this review the Immigration and Natusalization Service,
on behalf of the Department of Justice:

(X] BRecommends approval of the bill.

[] Interposes no objection to approval of the bill

Sincerely,

Commissioner

CO Form 18
(REV. 1-17-72)






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
December 23, 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR: WARREN HENDRIKS
FROM: | | MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF M : 6 .
SUBJECT: Action Memorandum - Log No. 819

Enrolled Bill S. 3578 -« Relief of Anita Tomasi

The Office of Legislative Affairs concurs in the attached proposal
and has no additional recommendations. '

Attachment
















Calendar No 1003

93p CONGRESS SENATE = {
2d Session _ ’ ' O

: REPORT
" No. 93-1045

ANITA TOMASI - . .-

JuLy 81, 1974.—Ordered to.be printed -

- Mr. EASTLAl;ID, from thé Comrﬁittéé on thev J udiciéfy,
submitted the following - =~ =~

REPORT .

' [To accompany S.35781, . .

EeTT

The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was feferred fhe bill
(S. 3578) for the relief of Anita Tomasi, having considered the same,

reports favorably thereon with an amendment and recommends that
the bill, as amended, do pass.- "~ =~ R R A

AMENDMENT .

Beginning in line 8, strike the language “and the provisions of sec-
tion 245(c) of the Act shall be inapplicable in this case”. -

. PURPOSE OF THE BILL

‘he purpose of the bill, as amended, is to facilitate the entry into
the United States as an immediate relative of the child adopted by a
citizen of the United States. The purpose of the amendment is to delete
éeferelice to section 245(c), since the beneficiaryis not in the United

tates. . SR o

, STATEMENT OF FACTS

The beneficiary of the bill is a 4-year-old native .and citizen of
Feuador who lived in an orphanage until December 17, 1973; when she
was adopted by proxy by 2 citizen of the United States and put in the
care of a friend in Quito. The adoptive mother has four other adopted
children, two sons, aged 11 and 9, and twe daughters, aged 12 and 6.
They all reside with her in Williston, Vermont. Information is to
the effect that she is financially able to care for the:beneficiary.

38-007
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A {et;tél., with attached memorandum, dated July 17, 1974 to the
chairman of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary from: the Com-
missioner of Immigration and Naturalization. with reference to the

bill reads as follows:

17.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE,
‘  Washington, D.C., July 17, 1974,
Hon. Jaxes O, EAsTLAND, IR R
O hairman, Committee on the Judiciary,
U.8. Senate, Washington, D.C. o

Dear SExaTOR: In response to your request for a report relative to
the bill (8. 3578) for the relief of Aunita Tomasi, there 1s attached
a memorandum of information.concerning the beneficiary.

The bill provides that_the ‘four-year-old child adopted by proxy
may be classified as a child and be granted immediate relative status
upon approval of a petition filed ‘in her behalf by Miss Theresa
Tomasi, a United States citizen. [T

It is noted that the bill makes inapplicable section 245 (c¢) of the
Act. The beneficiary is not in the United States. ,

‘Absent enactment of the biH, the beneficiary, a native of Ecuador,
would be chargeable to the numerical limitation for immigrants from
the Western If%emisphere. S S

Sincerely,

. ————

- : - , Commissioner.
Enclosure. s o

MEMORANDUM OF INFORMATION FROM IMMIGRATION. AND
NATURALIZATION SERVICE FILES RE §. 3578

Information concerning the case was obtained from Miss
_Theresa Tomasi, the adoptive parent of the beneficiary.
The beneficiary, Anita Tomasi, formerl known as Anita
Carrasco-Carrasco, a native and citizen of %cuador, was born
February 23, 1970. From birth until December 17, 1973, she
lived in an orphanage in Quito, Ecuador. On that date, a
. proxy adoption was grantéd to Miss Theresa Tomasi and the
: gmeﬁeiar}’ ‘commenced living with Dr. Alfredo’ Alvear E. -
~in Quito, Ecuador to await travel to. the United States, No
_information is available concerning the beneficiary’s parents
nor other members of her family. She is supported by both
Dr. Alfredo Alvear E. and Miss Theresa Tomasi.
The beneficiary does not qualify for immediate relative
. status as a child under 101(b) (1) (F) of the Immigration -
. .and- Nationality ‘Act bechuse she is not coming to the United
.States to be ‘adopted by & United States citizen and spouse.
. Heradoptive parent i3 a single person.  ~~ "~ - -
. Miss Theresa Tomasi; who is a native and citizen of the
- United ‘States, was born:on June 10, 1929. Four adopted

children, two-sons, ages. 11 and 9, and two daughters, ages 12

and 6, natives and citizens of Canada, have been admitted to
the United States for permanent residence. The children have

8.R, 1045
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. been well aceepted in the community and s -normal-and ...

- healthy. There is no evidence of ,neyglect ogm‘-bf parental - .
love by Miss Theresa Tomasi, in fact, the oppesite is mere ...
than evident. The children are aware of their background and -

, f'accept the.factf th@t there 18 no father in the: home. Miss .

- Theresa Tomasi relies on her family and innumerable friends . *

" to fill the male role in their lives. Miss Tomasi’s professional .
background in social work and psychology gives her knowl- . .

_ edge and insights which make her ideally suited for manag- -
ing, not ‘only. “the normal problems. of raising children, but .
,fﬂso the. _s(ie(‘nal Qr{_}blems -of .an unusnal adoptive situation. .
They reside in Williston, Verment, . .- .. . o
, ..M;ls% Tomasi reeelves a-salary of $17,000 a year as Director.

- of Secial Serviees of the Medical Center Hospital of Vermont - /
in Burlington, Vermont, Miss Tomasys assets .consist of a .

,jhomstez}d located on an .eight acre plot of land valued at ,

_approximately $60,000 upon whigh there is an outstanding
mortgage of $3,000. She has a savings account in the amount
of $7,000 and various assets valued at $4,000, She carries life
and health insurance on all members of the family and finds - '
that her income is ample for the needs of her family.

Senator George D. Aiken, the author of the bill, has submitted the
following information in connection with the case: o

Date: May, 1974 .

SEQUENCE OF SOME EVENTS AROUND OVERSEAS ADOPTION OF ANTTA TOMASI

. (The problem being I am single and therefore prohibited from fill-
ing 0};1(; immigration form giving Anita exempt quota status.)

1. November, 1972, began by asking for Legislative change of immi-
gration law requiring spouse to use immigration form to facilitate
(121?;’88?% adogtloi:.. %ntroductim% of H.R. 2851 by Representative Mal-

. (See attached correspondence to Representative Ri hai -
lory.) Bill passed House bu?is;st'ill in"Senatép.v iative Richard Mal

2. August, 1973, began working with Families for Chil ren
adoption of Equadorian ehi‘ld.'H%me‘ Study (see,attacged)dand 1:3{1'
necessary documents completed, a little four year old girl, Anita
Carrasco Carrasco was found, and the adoption was finalized on De-
cer{pbe;r 17,1973. Child now Anita Tomasi. , N
qu?).t jtz\c%lxestiad }Ign;)lgratim% form to give child exempt status on the

. Was denied because for applican st definitely hav
spou;ef e Tiod bec rm statgs appilcant must definitely have

4. Have consulted numerous immigration officials in Vermont.
feel the law is firm and must be upl“i;eld even though they'c:m finrlcwih;g‘
logical or defensible reason for her not to come to this country now
There will be no question of Antta coming two years hence (back u[;
time on quota) at which time my daughter will be six and her adjust-
ment to this country and her home made much more difficult. There is
little question that this will be detrimental to her development. =

5. Called Quito, Ecuador and talked to American Consulate there
Asked for Visitor's Permit—Immigration had suggested this as a

8. K. 1045
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ho tact to it’s use~ho .would net put
ossibility and would not object to it’s use——however; would n
ghis in ’wgiiting‘:.‘f Censulate would not grant’Vlsg u_n‘less‘pfamlssmn for
Visa wasinwriting, = o o 0 o
My youngest daugghter had immigrated from Canad_a-}_gyz_ ﬁrs’t.p‘lfsycnf |
her niameé on quota then coming in temporarily on“a»\a‘lsﬁor;st \ 1};}3&}1 -
then on'permanent status when her name came up-on the quo ~9a b lt
was done‘with the corisent of the American gqnsulatgm Cf’%n,a_ a bu
the Consulateé in Equador is far more conservative. ~ == =~ ~
Anotherpo.d,sibi%ty#was & parole—a Visa for special exceptions but
no one thus far has felt that this could be used for Anita. . Fomita of-
6. Contacted botli Senator Aiken's and ‘Congressman Ma ory’s Ot
fices for support on this matter but no action has been forthcommg }ieé
Anita, upon completion: of her adoption, five »monthg ago, move
to the home of Alfredo: Alvear in Q{Lﬂt{)ﬁ»DI‘. Alve@r is the} Iawyl')er
making thé adoptive arrangements (see attached letter) . They M% e};
coming mutually fond of each otheér and it will be very .sadfﬁorrtotﬁ
when it is time to separate—to say nothing of the da;na%lmg effects %
this little ‘girl’ who, after having no home, is now in the process o
sutting dewn rootsin the wronghome.. =~~~
: The | present status is that she is to remain with Dr. Alvear who is
going to work on the consulate there—although he is not too thlmlsci
?19 T have offered to go.over there, but he feels, at this point, it wy,ouly
be futile. : ‘t‘ : I e : are e : ~A
The current alternatives as I see tiiem are: - L
1. The Bill H.R. 2851 should be passed through the Senate.
(Tmmigration status should be changed no matter how this prob-
TJemis'resolved.) S o ‘ i
9.~TheImmi:zration or Consulate could grant Anita a parole
Visitor’s Visa. - . S oL
A private bill could be introduced to give Anita special ex-
_emption under ﬂ]?? lai% ) k“t] ) k’ foncint: ,
T'have done everything I can think of except: . o
. 1. Go to Quito to talk personally to the Consul. Go to W ashing-
ton to talk to hicher ranked immigration officials (Burlington has
_talked to Washington. via phone with reference to this several
" times.) Go to Washington to pérsonally talk to Vermont’s repre-
~ sentatives (have talked to their offices by phone several times).
* 2. Bring an injunction and subsequent court action against im-
migration for discriminatory practices. B
3. Create public knowledge and sentiment re this problemto
oain additional support. / L B
7 4. Move to Quito. ¢ o o
Numbers 2, 3, and 4 T have been relu‘ctantkto_do. che_r than t}}e
above. I need new ideas upoini which to act. Otherwise my daughter will

probably remain in Quito for two years.
CADOPTIVE  MOTHER'S STATEMENT

T wa rn in Barre, Vt. June 10, 1929. My original family consisted
ofIrrg:‘;S}sE?eInts and two brothers. My father is a dentist, physm;gx,n and'
surgéon, who is still in general practice. My mother 1s & housewife, my
elder brother a physician with a Ph. D. in bio-chemistry who is c%alﬁ) -
man of Tmmunology at the Mayo Clinic. My younger brother a Ph. D.

in educatiqn. R 1045
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I was educated in the Burlington school system and then at the
University of Vermont graduating with an M.A. in psychology in
1950. After taking a trip around the U.S.. T werked for the Angell
Memorial Hospital in Boston, Mass. for two vears-as a Veterinary
Nurse, : .

In 1952 1 returned to Burlington. Vt. and began working for the
Dept. of Social Welfare as a case worker, first as a public assistance
worker and later as a child welfare worker. After nine vears of work
I retmined to school for my Masters in Social Work at McGill Univer-
sity in Montreal, Canada. graduating in 1963. This is where T became
interested in and privileged to adopt four lovely children. -

The ehildren are now: Tracy Anne, age eleven; Thomas Andrew,
age ten; Timothy Aaron. age nine; Torah Alana. age six.. The adop-
tions were implemented during the time span 1963 to 1970.

After gradunate school I returned to Burlington in 1963 to work one
year at the Elizabeth Lund Home, a home for unwed mothers. T then
went to the Medical Center Hospital of Verinont, where I am currently
director of Social Service. This involves administration of a Dept. of
Social Service within a 550 bed hospital and 40 bed Nursing Home,
consisting of three secretaries, eighteen sacial workers, and varying
social work students. I enjoy my job and earn approximately seventeen
thousands dollars annnally. We own our own home on approximately
cight acres of land, valued at approximately seventy thousand dollars
(because. of the acreage). S : ~

The children and I are of the Catholic’ Religion. We live on
Brownelle Road in Williston, Verniont where I have Hved for the past
seventeen years. ‘ c s '

We have a variety of animals for the children’s use and affection,
including two ponies, two horses, five sheep, tive baby lambs. two goats,
one kid. fifteen cats, seven ‘dogs, chickens, guinea pigs, fish. ete. The
children enjoy many activities—training their dogs for show and
obedience work, riding and training their horses. feeding and caring
for their many pets. They belong to the 4H Club, Girl and Boy
Scouts. Tracy, Thomas and Timothy play Little League baseball and
they swim both during the summer and winter on swim teams. In the
summertime we belong to the Burlington Country Club where the
children swim and golf. S s

We live across the street from a development so the children have
many nearby friends and are most always active and occupied. They
have many physical conveniences such as tents, camping equipment,
bikes, badminton, volley ball, swing sets, jungle Jims, ete. "

The childven attend Williston School where they sire in their appro-
priate grades and are very active in school activities'and enjoy school
very much. , s '

They are much loved by their grandparents and have frequent con-
tact with them. I think it is safe to say they mutually enrich each
others lives in a very special way. In my opinion they are marvelous
children who give a’great deal to life, especially mine. I do not even
want to imagine what “LIFE” would have been like without them !

We are all anxiously awaiting Anita’s arrival, and have heen since
her adoption five months ago. The children speak of her frequently
and we believe we all have a great deal to give as well as receive from
another family member, '

S.R. 1045
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' Tt seems so senseless to hold up her arrival. She belongs to onr family
now and it is just a question of the timing of her arrival. However,
the question is #et a simple one—it is very meaningful and will have
mnch impact on-both our new: child’s future life and our entire family
unit. ; S
‘  Miss Treresa Tonasi

Home Stupy SumMary ror: Tairesa Luvcy Tomasr,
“WiListon, V7. ,

Mother: Theresa Luey Tomasi was born June 10, 1929, in Barre,
Vermont to parents of Italian descent and Roman Catholic faith.
Her father was a local physician and both parents were known to the
community as outstandingly fine people. :

Theresa graduated from the local schools in Barre and went on to
the University of Vermont where she got a Bachelor of Arts degree
with her major in Psychology. From there she went to McGill Uni-
versity in Montreal finishing with a Master of Social Work degree.
She has worked for the Department of Social Welfare, the Elizabeth
Lund Home, and for the past several years in the Social Service De-
partment of the DeGoesbriand Unit of the Vermont Medical Center.

- Theresa is five feet, four inches tall, weighs a 120 pounds, has dark
hrown hair and eyes. She has an immediately warm personality with
an ohvious joy of living. She has a remarkable sense of humor and a
completely commonsense approach to life. Theresa has never been mar-
ried and has no plans to marry in the immediate future. She recognized
Tong ago her strong desire to be a parent and this was before single
parent adoptions were as common as they are nowadays.

Children: All four of Theresa’s children have been adopted and have
come to her from Canada. They all have some degree of Negro heritage
and for this reason were considered difficult to place in adoption.

Tracy, the oldest daughter, was born May 30, 1962. Thomas was
born May 24, 1963, Timothy’s birthdate is April 2, 1965, and the
youngest girl, Tora, was born April 13,1968, ; ‘

All of the children have been well accepted in the community and
are held in real parental love by Theresa. Miss Tomasi indicates that
the older two children are beginning to have some pre-adolescent ad-

jnstment problems but nothing that could not be expected from natural -

children and certainly nothing that she is unable to cope with. The
children are all in excellent health and friends who know this Tomasi
family extoll the virtues of Theresa as the mother and the children as
the adopted children. All the youngsters are well aware of their back-
ground and acdept the fact that there is no father in this home. Theresa
Tomasi connts on her family and her innumerable friends to fill the
male role in the lives of these children, ;

Home : Theresa Tomasi has a small mortgage left on her ranch style
home that is located on a large plot of land in the town of Williston.
“The value of the property is in the area of $75,000. It is.obvious that
the housekeeping standards arve relaxed but acceptable. Miss Tomasi’s
efforts when she is in the home very obviously go toward the children
and not toward keeping the house spotless or in perfect order. It is a
comfortable home and has ample room' for an additional child.

8.R. 1045
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Income: Theresa Tomasi is now earning $16,200 a year as the head
of the Social Service Department of the DeGoesbriand Hospital. She
carries Jife and health insurance on all members of the family and finds
that her income is ample for the needs of her family including the
cost of a babysitter when Miss Tomasi is not there. - o

Religion: The entire family is involved in the Roman Catholic
Chirch and Miss Tomasi would expect to bring up an additional child
as a-Cathelic. , \ = :

- Health: All members of the family are in good health. Being as-
sociated with the Hospital, Miss Tomasi is particularly aware of the
needs of children and has access to the best medical care in the state,

Recommendation : It is respect fully recommended that Miss Tomasi
be considered for the placement of a child in her home.

: Mrs. Derorry M. Moss, Supervisor. -

‘Dated at Montpelier, Vermont on Sept. 28,1973,

S : Bareara C. Rerp, Notary Public. .

CorricuLuM VITAE

Name: Theresa L. Tomasi, M.S.'W.; A.C.S.W.

Address: RFD #2, Brownell Road, Williston, Vermont. :

Date of birth : June 10, 1929. Place of birth: Barre, Vermont.

Marital status: Single. Four adopted children. , -

_ Education: College Preparatory, Burlington High School, 1946,
Burlington, Vermont. B,A., University of Vermont, 1950, Burlington,
Vermont, Major in Psychology. M.S.W., McGill University School of
Social Work, 1963, Montreal, ganada. »

Experience : 1950-1952 : Angell Memorial Animal Hospital, Boston,
Massachusetts. Veterinary nurse. Care and treatment of small animals.

1952-1955 : State of Vermont, Public Assistance Worker, Chittenden
County. Casework with persons applying for and receiving: Aid to
Dependent Children; Aid to the Disabled ; Aid to the Blind; and Old
Age Assistance, Estai)lishing eligibility of applicants and working out
appropriate financial budgets. Also evaluating social situations and
offering supportive easework where needed, '

-1956-1961 1 State of Vermont, Child Welfare Worker, Chittenden
County. Case work with children (infants to 21 years) committed to
the State of Vermont. Supervision of these children in. their own
homes, foster homes, or institutions. Working with families on a pre-
ventive service basis. Provided casework services to children, own
families and foster families. : ,

From 1959 to 1961: Court worker for Chittenden County. Investi-
gation of petitions for commitment of dependent, neglected, and de-
linquent children. Submitting an evalnative report with appropriate
recommendations to the Chittenden Municipal Court. Case work with
and placement of children according to need. Six months of supervis-
ory experience as senior worker in absence of Supervisor, Supervision
of six child welfare workers. The nature of the work with the State of
Vermont necessitated frequent contacts with numerous agencies
throughout the State of Vermont and development of skill in identi-
fying and coordinating community resources. '

1961-1962: Work placement for gradunate studv: Medical setting.
Ocenpational therapy and Rehabilitation Center, Montretal, Canada.

8.R. 1045
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‘Casework with persons undergoing rehabilitative training—persons
suffering from a wide variety of physical handicaps or impediments,
including multiple sclerosis, muscular dystrophy, cerebral palsy, ete.
The team approach was employed—working cooperatively with phy-
giclans, psychiatrists, psychologists, occupational, physical, and
speech therapists. - S o

- 19621963 : Work placement for graduate study : Psychiatric setting.
The Allen Memorial Institute, Montreal, Canada. The treatment of
‘mentally ill patients on both an in-patient and out-patient basis, Case-
work with both patient and his family. Team approach tised havin
frequent conferences with psychiatrists, psychologists, occupationa
therapists, and psychiatric nurses. : ‘

1963-1965 : The Elizabeth Taand Home, Inc. Burlington, Vermont,
a residential home for unwed mothers and private adoption agency.
Psychiatric Social Worker. Casework with unwed mothers and their
families. Worked on an - intensive basis with a caseload of approxi-
mately 10-15 girls. Evaluation of adoptive parents including home
i‘study, placement and subsequent supervision of babies in adoptive
101Mes. , '

1965-June, 1971: Director of Social Service, DeGoesbriand Memo-
rial Hospital, Burlington, Vermont. Establishment of a Social Service
Department at a 200 bed teaching hespital. Setting social work policies
and practices and providing social work coverage to all services within
the hospital, Also, similar coverage to a 40 bed extended care facility.
Expanded staff and developed the Department from 1-to 5 workers,
providing their training and supervision. Remained with hospital dur-
ing merger with Mary Fletcher Hospital, Burlington, Vermont.
* June, 1971 to present : Director of Social Service Department Medi-
cal Center Hospital of Vermont, Burlington. Vermont. Tmplementa-
tion of social work responsibilities in a 550 bed teaching hospital and
‘40 bed nursing home. Working with staff comprised of three secve-
taries, seven case aides, eight caseworkers and 5-6 students, Main areas
of involvement are direct service, consultation, referral, teaching, and

in-service training. Involvement in all areas of hospital including -

many specialized programs.
1967-June 1971 (1 day/wk) : Hospital Improvement Plan Sceial

Work Consultant at Dannemora State Hospital, Dannemora, New

York. Consultant work involved research, group work, and extensive
work with both patients and staff to improve communication and rela-
tionships within this mental institution which provides care to. psy-
chotic eriminals of New York State, i

1970~1971: Consultant to Health Department, State of Vermont.
Medicare Review and acereditation of nursing homes in State of Ver-
mont. Establishment of educational programs for better understand-
ing of social service in the nursing home setting. , ;

Other pertinent professional activities: National Association of
Social Workers; Community Council of Greater Burlington ; Vermont
Conference of Social Concerns; Visiting Nurse Association—Board
Member and Chairman, Personnel Committee; Northern Vermont
Multiple Sclerosis Society, Patient Service Committee; Utilization
Committee, Medical Center Hospital of Vermont; Vermont Cancer
Society, Board Member. -

S.R. 1045
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. Dr Auekivo Arvesr T Avtorney At Taw, -
: RS DR E e ’ : "‘Qu‘iio, 'A‘pé“il'lﬁ, 1974 :f:
Miss Treresa Tomasr, L P
Vermont. o . T t
Drsk Miss: T am your lawyer in the process of adoption of
Anita. T sent all the documents to Mrs. Simpson for getting 'fhe in-
migration visa for Anita. Now I enclose you her photo. She’s very
intelligent and understands every thing. o
Since the day I got the decree of adoption she’s lived in my home.
She’thinks that it is her permanently home and- T am ‘her ffat_h_er,
that is the reason I ask you hastes the Inmigration visa because Anita
when' takes her trip, she will be sadly. I told her that her mother is:
awaiting her in Vermont. I eonsiderer that the dealy be due to
the inmigration requisites. et SEEER .
She plays with all my children. I'}\lave tllt'ee,daugl}tgts and one
son. The oldest of my daughters is sixteen years old and the other
two, who are twing are fiftéen years old. My son 1s'ten years old, all:
of them have many affection for Anita.” 2 S ’
She likes to- play with my dog and cat. I have told her that she
have to fly and the next flight I will be in her home with her pets.
Mrs. Stebbing who gave me your address said that when Anitia have
to fly you have to go to Miami for her reception. That is'it necessary
you give me your address and your telephone number.. You h}avle‘
to excuse me-my many mistakes in English but every day 1 improve
on the knowledge of your language. I wait news from you, s
Yours very truly, :

Dr. Aurrepo ALvear E., dttorney at Law.

ArTuUR BErener, M.D., Rexee K. BErexer, M.D., -~
: SR o Burlington, V., August 21,1973,

To Waox Ir May Coxcrry : T have known Ms. Theresa Tomasi for
approximately seven years, both professionally and in private life. Her
four adopted children, whose ages range from 4 years to 11 years, are
friends of my two daughters. Ms. Tomasi clearly has a profound love
for children. However, in addition to a capacity for giving love and
devotion to children, she has also proven that she has the competence
and economic means to provide a secure, warm home for her children,
and to give them many opportunities which go far beyond the mere
“necessities of life.” These have included, for example, private school
and camp experiences, and lessons in sports such as swimming and
horseback riding. More importantly, however, Ms. Tomasi’s profes-
sional background in social work and psychology gives her knowledge
and insights which make her ideally suited for managing, not only the
normal problems of raising children, but also the special problems of
an unusual adoptive situation. .

As Director of Social Service of the Medical Center Hospital of
Vermont, Ms. Tomasi holds a respected and prominent position in
Burlington. In addition. her father, Dr. Thomas Tomasi, is also a re-
spected member of the Burlington medical community. Ms. Tomasi’s
parents are happy with their adopted grandchildren and give them
much grandparental attention and affection.
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As a pediatrician, I highly recommend Ms. Fomasi as an adoptive
Ea}rl'e?ft I feel that her four happy children are the best ewdence in her
eha. :
Very truly yours, :

e : .. Renee K. BrronEr, M.I},

S'm'ma oF. VEBMONT, Districr CoURT oF, VERMONT,
- CHITTENDEN Crrcurr Untr No. 2
 Burlington, August 93, 1973..

To 'WHOM It MAY Coanv I have been acquainted with Miss
Theresa Tomasi of Williston, Vermont for over tw enty years. During
that time, I have had association with her in connection with her work
as a Social Worker for the Vermont Department of Social Welfare,
and later at the Elizabeth Lund Home, and the Medical Center Hospi-
tal of Vermont.

My family have visted her at the home she owns in Wﬂhst;on, where
she and her children enjoy ample space with every facility available
for comfort. The children are healtﬁv and happy, are surrounded by
love, and are given more attention than many natural families provide.

Miss Tom&m is a dedieated woman whose professional services are
available in a hospital setting where she has had the opportunity to
learn first-hand of the needs of others. These needs she has been giving
to the children she presently has, and I am sure is able to give to an-
other child. Such another child, if granted to Miss Tomasi, will, I am
sure, immediately fit into the Tovi ing family circle now existing. :

Very truly yours,
Epwaxp J CosTELLO,
Chief District Judge.

The commlttee, after congideration of all the facts in the case, is of

the opinion that the bill (8. 3578) as amended, should be enacted.

O
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ANITA TOMASI

DECEMBER 10, 1974.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House and
ordered to be printed

Mr. EriBerg, from the Committee on the Judiciary,
submitted the following

REPORT

[To accompany 8. 3578]

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill
{S. 3578) for the relief of Anita Tomasi, having considered the same,
report favorably thereon without amendment and recommend that
the bill do pass.

PURPOSE OF THE BILL

The purpose of this bill is to facilitate the admission into the United
States of the adopted child of a citizen of the United States.

GENERAL INFORMATION

The beneficiary: of the bill 1s a 4-year-old native and citizen of
TEcuador who lived in an orphanage until December 17,1973, when she
was adopted by proxy by a citizen of the United States and put in the
care of a friend in Quito. The adoptive mother has four other-adopted
children, two sons, aged 11 and 9, and two daughters, aged 12 and 6.
They all reside with her in Williston; Vermont. Information.is to

the effect. that she is financially able to care for the beneficiary.
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A letter, with attached memorandum. dated July 17, 1974 to the
chairman of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary from the Com-
missioner of Immigration and Naturalization with reference to the
bill reads as follows:

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,
. TMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE,
Washington, DO Tuly 17,197 5.
Hon. James O, Easrrasn, ——
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary,
U.S. Senute, Washington, D.C.

Drar SExator: In response to your request for a report relative to
the bill (S. 3578) for the relief of Anita Tomasi. there is attached
a memorandum of information concerning the beneficiary.

The bill provides that the four-year-old child adopted by proxy
may be classified as a child and be granted immediate relative status
upon approval of a’petition filed in-her behalf by Miss Theresa
Tomasi. a United States citizen. , '

It is noted that the bill makes inapplicable section 245 (¢) of the
. Act. The beneficiary is not in the United States. -

Absent enactment of the bill, the beneficiary, a native of Ecuador,
would be chargeable to the numerical limitation for immigrants from
the Western Hemispheve, - ’

Sincerely,
e e (O ESS{OVEY.
- Enclosure.
MEMORANDUM OF INFORMATION FROM IMMIGRATION AND
NATURALIZATION SERVICE FILES RE 8, 3378

Information concerning the case was obtaimed from Miss
Theresa Tomasi, the adoptive parent of the beneficiary.

The beneficiary, Anita Tomasi, formerly known as Anita
Carrasco-Carrasco, a1 native and citizen of Ecuador, was born
February 23, 1970. From birth until December 17, 1973, she
lived in an orphanage in Quito, Icuador. On that date, a
Eroxy adoption was granted to Miss Theresa Tomasi and the

eneficiary .commenced living with Dr. Alfredo Alvear E.
in Quito, Ecuador to await travel to the United States. No
information is available concerning the beneficiary’s parents
nor other members of her family. She is supported by both
Dr. Alfredo Alvear E. and Miss Theresa Tomasi.

The beneficiary does not qualify for immediate relative
"status as a child under 101(b) (1) (F) of the Immigration
and Nationality Act because she is not coming to the United
States to be adopted by a United States citizen and spouse.
Her adoptive parvent is a single person.
©Miss Theresa Tomasi, who is a native and citizen of the
‘United States, was born - on June 10, 1929. Four adopted
children, two sons, ages 11 and 9, and two daughters, ages 12
and 6, natives and citizens of Canada, have been admitted to
the United States for permanent residence. The children have

»
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been. well nccepted in the community and appear normal and
‘healfhy. There is no evidence of neglect ot lack of paréental
love by Miss Theresa Tomasi, in fact, the opposite is more,
than-evident. The children are aware of their background and:
accept.- the fact that there is no father in the home. Miss
*Theresa Tomasi relies on her family and innumerable friends
to fill the male role in their lives. Miss Tomasi’s professional
background in social work and psychology gives her knowl-
edge and insights which make her ideally suited for manag-
ing, not only the normal problems of raising children, but
~ also the special problems of an unusual adoptive situation: -
They reside in Williston, Vermont.. , )
Miss Tomasi receives a salary of $17,000 a year as Director
of Social Services of the Medical Center Hospital of Vermont
in Burlington, ‘Vermont. Miss Tomasi's assets consist of a
" homstead located on an eight acre plot of land valued at
. approximately $60.000 upon which there is an outstanding
mortgage of $3,000. She has a savings account in the amount
of $7,000 and various assets valued at $4,000. She carries life
.and health insurance on all members of the family and finds.
that her income is ample for the needs of her family. ,

Senator George . Aiken, the author of the bill, has submitted the

following information in connection with the case:
Date: May, 1974

SEQUENCE OF SOME EVENTS AROUXND OVERREAS ADOPTION or ANTTA TOMASL

(The problem being T am single and therefore prohibited from fill-
ing out immigration form giving Anita exempt quota status.)

1. November, 1972, began by asking for Legislative change of immi-
gration law requiring. spouse to use immigration form to facilitate
overseas adoption. Introduction of H.R. 2851 by Representative Mal-
lory. (See attached correspondence to Representative Richard Mal-
lory.) Bill passed House but is still in Senate. o B

3. August, 1973, began working with Families for Children for
adoption of Equadorian child. Home Study (see attached) and all
necessary documents completed. a ‘little four year old girl. Anita
Carrasco Carrasco was found, and the adoption was finalized on De-
cember 17, 1973, Child now Anita Tomasi, ' L

3. Requested immigration form to give child exempt status on the
quota. Was denied becanse form states applicant must definitely have
gpouse, which T'do not. o T

" 4. Have consulted numerous immigration officials in Vermont. They:
feel the Taw is firm and must be upheld even though they can find no
logical.or defensible reason for her not to come to this country now.
There will be no question of Aunita coming two vears hence (back up
time on quota) at which time my daughter will be six and her adjust-
ment to this country and her home made much more difficult. There is
little question that this will be detrimental to her development.
5. Called Quito. Ecuador and takked to Anerican Consulate there.
Asked for Visitor's Permit—Inmigration_had suggested this, as &
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possibility and would not object to it’s use—however, would not put
this in writing. Consulate would not grant Visa unless permission for
Visa wag in writing. ' ' o

My voungest daughter had immigrated from Canada by first placing
her name on quota then coming in temporarily on a Visitor’s Visa—
then on permanent status when her name came up on the quota. This
was done with the consent of the American Consulate in Canada but
the Consulate in Equador is far more conservative. : o

Another possibility was a parole—a Visa for special exceptions but
no one thus far has felt that this could be used for Anita, o

6. Contacted both Senator Aiken's and Congressman Mallory’s of-
fices for support on this matter but no action has heen forthcoming yet.

Anita. upon completion of her adoption, five months ago, moved
to the home of Alfredo Alvear in Quito. Dr. Alvear is the lawyer
making the adoptive arrangements (see attached letter). They are be-
coming mutually fond of cach other and it will be very sad for both
when it is time to separate—to say nothing of the damaging effects to
this little girl who, after having no home, is now in the process of
putting down roots in the wrong home.

The: present status is that she is to remain with Dr. Alvear who is
gomng to work on the consulate there—althongh he is not too optimis-
tic. T have offeved to go-over there, but he feels. at this point. it wounld
be futile. N ‘ '

The curvent alternatives as T see them are: . , '

1. The Bill H.RR. 2851 should be passed through the Senate.
(Immigration status should be changed no matter how this prob-
lem is resolved.) ' ’ ' : '

2. The Immigration or Consulate could grant Xnita a parole
or-Visitor's Visa. _ ) .

3. A private bill could be introduced to give Anita special ex-
emption under the law, '

I have done evervthing I can think of except : U : -

) 1. Go to Quito to talk personally to the Consul. GGo to Washing-

ton to talk to higher ranked immigration officials (Burlington has
talked to Washington via phone with reference to this several
times.) Go to Washington to personally talk to Vermont’s repre-
sentatives (haye talked to their offices by phone several times).

2. Bring an injunction and subsequent cowrt action against im-
migration for diseriminatory practices. :

3. Create public knowledge and sentiment re this problem to
gain additional support.’ ' -

© 4. Move to Quito. o o

Numbers 2, 3, and 4 T have been reluctant to do. Other than the
above. I need new ideas upon which to act. Otherwise my daughter will
probably remain’in Quito for two years. : .

2

. - ADOPTIVE MOTIIER'S STATEMENT

T was born in Barre, Vt. June 10. 1929. My original family consisted
of my parents and two brothers. My father'is a dentist, physician and
surgeon, who-is still in general practice. My mother is a housewife, my
elder brother a physician with a Ph. D. in bio-chemistry who is chair-
man of Immunology at the Mayo Clinic. My younger brother a Ph. D:
An education: : L
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" I was educated in the Burlington school system and then at the
University of Vermont graduating with an M.A.-in psychology n
1950.-After taking a trip around the T0.S.. T-worked for the Angell
Meémorial Hospital in Boston, Mass. for two vears as a Veterinary
Nurse. S S ) .
. In"1952 T returned to Burlington. Vt. and hegan working for the
Dept. of Social Welfure as a case worker, first as a_public assistance
worker and lateras a child welfare worker. After nine vears of work
T returned to school for my Masters in Social Work at MeGill Univer-
sity in Montreal, Canada. gradnating in 1963. This is where I became
‘inferestec in and privileged to adopt fourlovely children.

“The children are now: Tracy Anne, age eleven; Thomas Andrew,
age ten; Timothy Aaron. age nine; Torah Alana. age six. The adop-
tions were implemented during the time span 1963 to 1970.

After graduate school T returned to Burlington in 1963 to work one
"vear at the Elizabeth Lund Home. a home for nnwed mothers. I:then
Ywent to the Medical Center Hospital of Vermont. where T am currently
director of Social Service. This involves administration of a Dept. of
Social Serviee within a 550 bed hospital and 40 bed Nursing Home,
consisting of three secretaries. eighteen social workers, and varying
social work students. T enjoy my job and earn approximately seventeen
thousands dollars annuaHy. We own our own home on approximately
vight acres of land, valued at approximately seventy thousand dollars
(because of the acreage). ‘ ) o ) .

The “children and I are of the (atholic Religion. We -live ‘on
Brownelle Road in Williston, Vermont where I have lived for the past
seventeen vears. : ' : . '

We have a variety of animals for the children’s use and affection.
including two ponies, two horses, five sheep, five baby lambs. two goats,
‘one kid. fifteen cats. seven dogs. chickens. gninea pigs. fish. ete. The
<¢hildren enjoy many activities—training their dogs for show and
obedience, work, riding and training their horses. feeding and earing
for their many pets. They belong to the 4-H Club. Girl and Boy
Scouts. Tracy, Thomas and Timothy play Little League baseball and
they swim both dwring the summer and winter on swim teams. In the
ssummertime we belong to the Burlington Country Cluly where the
children swim and golf. _ _ : :

We live across the street firom a devetopment so the children have
many. nearby friends and are most alwavs active and occupied. They
have many physical conveniences such-as tents, camping cquipment,
bikes. badminton. vollev ball, swing sets, jungle Jims, ete. '
~The children attend Williston School where they are in their appro-
priate grades and are very active in school activities and enjoy school
very much. T _ _

. They are much loved by their grandparents and have frequent con-
tact with them. I think 1t is safe to say they mutually enrich each
others lives in a very special way. In my opinion‘they are marvelous
children who give a great deal to life, especially mine. I do not even
want to imagine what “LIFE” would have been like without them!
~ We are all .anxiounsly awaiting Anita’s arrival. and have been sinee
her adoption five'months-ago. The children speak of her frequently
and we believe we all have a great deal to give as well as recelve from
another family member.

e H.R. 1548



6

~ Tt scems so senseless to hold up her arrival. She belongs to onr family
now and it is just a question of the timing of her arrival. However,
the question is not a simple one—it is very, meaningful and will have
much impact on both our new child’s future life and our entire family
unit. e
L Miss Trmeresa TodMAsL. ™

Home STepy. STvyary vor: Tneresy Luvoey Toyast,
‘ WirListon, V1.

Mother: Theresa Lucy Tomasi was born June 10, 1929. in Barre,

Vermont to parents of Italian descent and Roman Catholic faith.
“Her father was a local physician and both parents were known to-the
community as outstandingly fine people. oo
Theresa graduated from the local schools in Barre and went on to
the University of Vermont where she got a Bachelor of Arts degree.
with her major in Psychology. From there she went to McGill Uni-
Yersity in Montreal finishing with a Master of Social Work degree..
She has worked for the Department of Social Welfare, the Elizabeth
Tund Home. and for the past several years in the Social Service De-
partment of the DeGoesbriand Unit of the Vermont Medical Center.
Theresa is five feet, four inches tall, weighys a 120 pounds, has dark
hrown hair and eyes. She has an immediately warm personality with
an obvious joy of living. She has a remarkable sense of humor and: 2
“completely commonsense approach to life. Theresa has never been niar-
ried and has no plans to marry in the immediate future. She recognized
Tong ago her strong desire to be a parent and this was before single:
parent adoptions were as common as they are nowadays. o7
" "Children: ANl four of Theresa’s children have been adopted and have
‘com@ to her from Canada. They all have some degree of Negro heritage:
and for this reason were considered difficult to place in adoption. :
© Tracy, the oldest daughter. was born May 30. 1962. Thomas was
Dorn May 24, 1963, Timothy’s birthdate is April 2, 1965, and the
youngest girl, Tora, was born April 13, 1968. :
All of the children have been well accepted in theé community and
are held in real parental love by Theresa. Miss Tomasi indicates that
‘the older two children are beginning to have some pre-adolescent. ad-
justment problems but nothing that could not be expected from natural
children and certainly nothing that she is unable to cope with. The
children are all in ex(‘ellmft health and friends who know this Tomasi
“family extoll the virtues of Theresa as the mother and the children as
the adopted children. All the youngsters are well aware of their back-
eround and accept the fact that there is no father in this home. Theresa
“Tomasi connts on her family and her innumerable friends to fill tha
male role in the lives of these children. :
Home: Theresa Tomasi has a small mortgage left on her ranch style
home that is located on a large plot of land in the town of Willistoi.
The value of the property is in the area of $73,000. It is obvious that
‘the housekeeping standards are relaxed but acceptable. Miss Tomasi’s
efforts when she is in the home very obviously go toward the chitdrei
and not toward keeping the house spotless or in perfect order. It is a
~comfortable home and has ample room for an-additional child.

[ H
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- Income: Theresa Tomasi is now earning $16,200 a year as the head
of the Social Service Department of the DeGoesbriand Hospital. She
carries life and health insurance on all members of the family and finds
that her income is ample for the needs of her family including the
‘cost of a babysitter when Miss Tomasi is not there. :

Religion: The entire family is involved in the Roman Catholie
Church and Miss Tomasi would expect to bring up an additional child
as a Catholic. - )

Health: Al members of the family are in good health. Being as-
sociated with the Hospital. Miss Tomasi is particularly aware of the
needs of children and has aceess to the best medical care in the state.

Recommendation : It is respect fully recommended that Miss Tomasi
be considered for the placement of a child in her home.

Mrs. Dororiry M. Moss, Superuisor, .

Dated at Montpelier, Vermont on Sept. 28,1973, '

ik Barsara C.Reen, NVotary Public.

i

i‘ ,-si ’ CerrictLuM VITAE

Name: Theresa L. Tomasi. MLS.W.; A.C.S.W.,

Address: RFD 22, Brownell Road, Williston, Vermont.
Date of birth: June 10, 1929, Place of birth: Barre, Vermont.
Marital status: Single, Four adopted children.

Education: College Preparatory, Burlington High School, 1946,

Burlington. Vermont. B.A., University of Vermont, 1950, Burlington,
Vermont, Major in Psychology. M.S.W., McGill University School of
Social Work, 1963, Montreal, Canada. :

- Experience : 1950-1952 : Angell Memorial Animal Hospital, Bostoii
Massachusetts. Veterinary nurse. Care and treatment of small animals.

19521955 - State of Vermont, PPublic Assistance Worker, Chittenden
County. Casework. with persons applving for and receiving: Aid to
Dependent Children; Aid to the Disabled; Aid to the Blind; and Old
Age Assistance. Establishing eligibility of applicants and working out
‘appropriate financial budgets. Also evaluating social situations and
wffering supportive casework where needed.

1956-1961 1 State of Vermont, Child Welfare Worker, Chittenden
County. Case work with children (infants to'21 vears) committed to
the -State of Vermont. Supervision of these children in their own
‘homes.. foster homes. or institntions. Working with families on a pre-
“ventive service basis. Provided casework services to children, own
“families and foster families.

 From 1959 to 1961 : Court worker for Chittenden County. Investi-
‘gation of petitions for commitment of dependent, neglected, and de-
linquent children. Submitting an evalnative veport with appropriate
Trecommendations to the. Chittenden Municipal Court. Case work with
:and placement of children according to need. Six months of supervis-
ory experience as senior worker in absence of Supervisor. Supervision
‘of six child welfare workers. The nature of the work with the State of
Vermont necessitated frequent contacts with numerous agencies
throughoyt the State of Vermont and development of skill in identi-
fying and coordinating community resources. o
T 1961-1962: Work placement for graduate stndv: Medical setting.
Qcenpational therapy and Rehabilitation Center, Montretal. Canada.
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‘Casework with persons undergoing rehabilitative training—persons
suffering from a wide variety of physical handicaps or impediments,
“including multiple sclerosis, muscular dystrophy, cerebral palsy, etc.
"The team approach was employed——'wor{ing cooperatively with phy-
sicians, psychiatrists, psychologists, occupational, phyvsical, and
speech therapists.

1962-1963 : Work placement for graduate study : Peychiatric setting.
The Allen Memorial Institute, Montreal, Canada. The treatment of
‘mentally ill patients on both an in-patient and out-patient basis. Case-
“work with both patient and his family. Team approach used having
frequent conferences with psychiatuists. psychalogists, occupational
-therapists. and psychiatric nurses, '

1963-1965: The Elizabeth Lund Home, Inc.- Burlington, Vermont,
a-residential home for unwed mothers and private adoption agency.
Psyehiatric Social Worker. Casework with unwed mothers and therr
families. Worked on an intensive basis with a ¢aseload of approxi-
mately 10-15 girls. Evaluation of adoptive parents including home
study, placement and subsequent supervision of babies in adoptive
homes. .

19685-June, 1971 : Director of Social Service, DeGoesbriand Memo-
vial Hospital. Burlington, Vermont, Establishment of a Social Service
Department at a 200 bed teaching hospital, Setting social work policies
and practices and providing social work coverage to all services within
‘the hospital. Also. similar coverage to a 40 bed extended care facility.
‘Expanded staff and developed the Department from 1 to 5 workers,
providing their training and supervision. Remained with hospital dur-
ing merger.with Mary Fletcher Hospital, Burlington. Vermont.

- June, 1971 to present.: Director of Social Service Department Medi-
cal Center Hospital of Vermont. Burlington, Vermont. Tmplementa-
tion of social work responsibilities in a 530 bed teaching hospital and
A0 bed nursing home. Working with staff comprised of three secre-
taries, seven ease aides, eight caseworkers and 5-6 students. Main areas
“of involvement are direct service, consultation, referral, teaching, and
“in-service. training. Involvement in all areas of hospital including
many specialized programs. ; ‘

_1967-June 1971 (1 day/wk) : IHospital Tmprovement Plan Social
“Work Consultant at Dannemora State Hospital, Dannemora, New
York. Consultant work involved research. group work, and extensive
work with both patients-and staff to improve communication and rela-
tionships within this mental institution which provides care to psy-
¢hotie.criminals of New York State. :

" 1970-1971: Consultant to Health Department.-State of Vermont.

Medicare Review and acereditation of nursing homes in State of Ver-
nont. Fstablishment of educational programs for better understand-
-ing of social service in the nursing home setting. ' o

" Other pertinent professional activities: National Association of
Social Workers: Community Council of Greater Burlington: Vermont
Conference of Social Cloncerns: Visiting Nurse Association—Board
Menmber and Chairman. Personnel Committee: Northern Vermont
Multiple Sclerosis Society, Patient Service Committee: Utilization
Committee, Medical Center TTospital of Vermont; Vermont Cancer
“Society, Board Member.
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"Di. Avrrevo Arvear K., Artorney at Liaw, -
: ST o ‘Quite, April 16, 1974 - .
Miss Tuorresa Toaast, : o
Vermont. .. - : ' ,

Dear Miss® T am your -lawyer in the process of adoption of,
Anita. T sent all the documents to Mrs. Simpson for getting ;he in-
migration visa. for Anita. Now I enclose you her photo. She’s very
intelligent and understands every thing. L. )

Since the day I got the decree of adoption she’s lived i my home.
She “thinks that it is her permanently. home and I am her father,
that is the reason I ask vou hastes the mmigration visa because Anita
when takes her trip. she will be sadly. I told her that her mother 1s
awaiting her in- Vermont. T considerer that the dealy be due-to
the inmigration requisites. =~ = o S .

She plays with all my children. T have three daughters and one
son. The oldest of myv daughters is sixteen years old and the other
two. who are twing are fifteen vears old. My son is ten years old, all
of thém have many affection for Anita. .~

- She-likes to play with my dog and cat. T have told her that she
have to fly and the next fligcht T will be 1;1‘119:‘ home with her- pets.”
Mrs. Stebbing who gave me your address said that when Anitia have
to fly vou have to go.to Miami for her reception. That is it hecessary
you give me vour address and your telephone number. You have
to excuse me my many mistakes in English but every day 1'improve
on the knowledge of your language, I'wait news from you, :

Yours very truly, ; :
‘ ST Dr. Avrrevo ALvear E., A ttorney at Law.

.. Awrtaur Brrener, MLD., Rexee K. Brrexer, MiD.,
. o ' “Burlington; Vit August 21, 1973.

To Wroa It May Coxcery : T have known Ms. Theresa Tomasi for
approximately seven vears, both professionally and in private life, Her
four adopted children, whose ages range from 4 years to 11 years, are
friends of my two daughters. Ms, Tomasi clearly has a profound love
for children, However, in addition to a capacity for giving love and
devotion to children, she has also proven that she has the competence
and economic means to provide a secure, warm home for her children,
and to give them many opportunities which go far beyond the mere
“necessities of life.” These have included, for example, private school
and eamp experiences, and lessons in sports such as swimming and
horseback riding. More importantly. however, Ms. Tomasi’s profes-
sional background in social work and psychology gives her knowledge
and insights which make her ideally suited for managing. not only the

“normal problems of raising children, but also the special problems of

an unusual adoptive situation. o

As Director of Social Service of the Medical Center Hospital of
Vermont, Ms. Tomasi holds a respected and prominent position in
Burlington. In addition. her father, Dr. Thomas Tomasi, is also a re-
spected member of the Burlington medical community. Ms. Tomasi's
parents ave happy with their adopted grandchildren and give them
much grandpavental attention and affection.
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Asa gediatrici&n, I highly recommend Ms. Tomasi as an adoptive
a,ﬁexll}:. feel that her four happy children are the best evidence in her
chalf.

Very truly yours, ' ‘
Renee K. Berower, M.D.

State or VermonTt, Districr CoURT OF VERMONT,
Carrrenpex Crrourr Unir No. 2,
, Burlington, August 23, 1978.
~ To Waom It May Concern: I have been acquainted with Miss-
Theresa Tomasi of Williston, Vermont for over twenty years. Duri
that time, I have had association with her in connection with her wo?*ﬁ
as a Social Worker for the Vermont Department of Social Welfare,
and later at the Elizabeth Lund Home, and the Medical Center Hospi-
tal of Vermont. ; ‘
My family have visited her at the home she owns in Williston, where
she and her children enjoy ample space with every facility available
for comfort. The children are healthy and happy, are surrounded by
love, and are given more attention than many natural families provide.
Miss Tomasi is a dedicated woman whose professional services are
available in a hospital setting where she has had the opportunity to
learn first-hand of the needs of others. These needs she has been giving
to the children she presently has, and I am sure is able to give to an-
other child. Such another child, if granted to Miss Tomasi, will, I am.’
sure, immediately fit into the loving family circle now existing.
Very truly yours,
, Epwarp J. CostELLO,
Chief District Judge.
The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of
the opinion that the bill (. 8578) should be enacted.

. 0O
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