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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
%\g’lh OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

DEC 2 ¢ %74
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Enrolled Bill H,R, 8864 - Little League Baseball
Sponsor - Rep. Griffiths (D) Michigan

Last Day for Action

December 30, 1974 - Monday

Purpose
Amends the Federal charter of Little League Baseball,

Incorporated, to allow girls to participate in its
activities on the same basis as boys.

Agency Recommendations

Office of Management and Budget Approval
Civil Rights Commission Approval
Department of Justice No objection
Discussion

From its founding as a summer baseball program in 1939, the
Little League has served young boys exclusively., In 1964
the organization requested and was granted a Federal charter
(Public Law 88-378) which specifies that the League is an
organization for young boys.

This year, twenty-~two class action suits were filed across

the country seeking equal opportunity for young girls to
participate in Little League activities., While many of

these lawsuits were pending the League organization petitioned
Congress to amend its charter to include girls. In addition,
the Appellate Division of the New Jersey Supreme Court handed
down a decision affirming the right of girls to play Little
League baseball.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 21, 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR: WARREN HENDRIKS
FROM: ‘ MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF
SUBJECT: Action Memorandum - Log No. 803

Enrolled Bill H. R, 8864 - Little League Baseball

The Office of Legislati\ie Affairs concurs in the attached proposal
and has no additional recommendations.

Attachment










93p CONGRESS } HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES REePORT
" 2d Session » No. 93-1409

AMENDING THE ACT TO INCORPORATE LITTLE LEAGUE
BASEBALL TO PROVIDE THAT THE LEAGUE SHALL
BE OPEN TO GIRLS AS WELL AS TO BOYS '

OcT1OBER 2, 1974.—Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed

Mr. Epwarps of California, from the Committes on the J udiciary,
submitted the following '

REPORT

[To accompany H.R. 88641

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill
(HL.R. 8864) to amend the Act to incorporate Little League Baseball
to provide that the league shall be open to girls as well as to boys,
having considered the same, report favorably thereon with an amend-
ment and recommend that the bill as amended do pass.

The amendment is as follows:

On page 1, lines 6 and 7, strike the words “boys and girls” and insert
in lieu thereof the words “young people”.

PURrPOSE OF THE AMENDMENT

This amendment removes the possibility of interpreting the charter
to mean that separate but equal activities are acceptable. This makes
it clear that girls are to be treated on an equal basis with boys.

Purrose or LErcispaTioN

The purpose of the proposed legislation is to amend the Federal
charter of Little League Baseball, Inc., to allow girls to participate
- on an equal basis with boys.

STATEMENT

Little League Baseball began in 1939 as a program for young boys
during the summer months, with only three teams in Williamsport,
Pennsylvania. Little League Baseball continued to operate as a private
organization until 1964, when it petitioned Congress to become a fed-
erally chartered organization. They received that charter on July 16,
1964, entitled “An act to incorporate the Little League Baseball, In-
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corporated.” (Public Law 88-378) The language of that charter under
objects and purposes of Corporation specifies that Little League Base-
bah is an organization for young boys.

With the emergence of women seeking equal rights under the law,
many of our “traditional” institutions have had to take a second look
at themselves to determine if discrimination on the basis of sex does
exist. Young girls, although they may have desired to play Little
League Basé]oali, in the past were prohibited in this case from playing
Little League Baseball under the legal sanction of the League. Over
the years frustration developed until, in 1974, these young girls,
through their parents, sought to participate in this activity by peti-
ti(}ning the courts for equal opportunities to play Little League Base-
ball, Twenty-two class action suits were filed across the country. The
controversy embroiled many people and resulted in the historic deci-
sion of the New Jersey Superior Court Appellate Division in March
of 1974, affivming the right of girls to play baseball in the Little League
Organization. (127 N.J. Super, 522, 318 A.2d 33)

It was while many of these lawsuits were pending that the Little
League Baseball organization petitioned Congress to amend their Fed-
eral charter to include girls in this far-reac%ing program. This fine
organization, which has done so much in the past to further the moral
and physical development of a segment of our young people, will now
be expanded to include all of our young people. With this change in
their charter, we can look forward to unhindered local Little League
programs, where boys and girls can play side-by-side. :

Stressed during the hearing on the amendment to this Federal
charter was the intent of Congress that this federally chartered orga-
nization should treat girls equally with boys, and that Congress would
not tolerate separate but equal programs. The Little League organiza-
tions were encouraged to immediately open its new girls softball league
to include any young boys who might want to participate. There had
been a tendency for this organization to assume that little girls were
not capable of competing with young boys their own age, The Com-
mittee felt that young girls should not only be given the opportunity
to play Little League Baseball but should be encouraged to participate
in this meaningfu?activity. ,

The proposed legislation, as amended, will accomplish the goal of
girls’ participation on an equal basis with boys in Little League Base-
ball, Tne. :

Cost oF LEeGisLaTioN

Pursuant to the requirements of clause 7 of rule XIII of the Rules

of the House of Representatives, the Commiittee concludes that no .

Federal cost will be incurred by the enactment of this legislation.

CoMMITTEE APPROVAL

On September 25, 1974, the Committee on the Judiciary by voice
vote, with no dissenting votes, ordered the bill, as amended, favorably
reported to the House.

H.R. 1409
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CoNCLUSION

The Committee has concluded that the bill, as amended, effectively
assures equal participation of girls in Little League Baseball, Inc. It
is recommended that the bill be considered favorably. -

Cuaxces 1N Existing Law Mape sy tae Biir, As REporTED

In compliance with clause 8 of Rule XTITI of the Rules of the House
of Representatives, changes in existing law made by the bill, as re-
ported, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omitted is
enclosed in black brackets, new matter 1s printed in italic, existing law
in which no change is proposed is shown in roman) :

Acr or Jouy 16, 1964

AN ACT o incorporate the Little League Baseball, Incorporated

¥ kS L * # £ P
OBJECTS AND PURPOSES OF CORPORATION

Skc. 8. The objects and purposes of the corporation shall be—

(1) To promote, develop, supervise, and voluntarily assist in
all lawful ways the interest of [boys] young people who will par-
ticipate in Little League baseball. )

(2) To help and voluntarily assist [boys] young people in de-
veloping qualities of citizenship[.] sportsmanship[, and man-
hood].

(3):| Using the disciplines of the native American game of base-
ball, to teach spirit and competitive will to win, physical fitness
through individual sacrifice, the values of teamplay and whole-
some well-being through healthful and social association with
other youngsters under proper leadership.

ES % S * # & #*

O

H.R. 1403



Calendar No. 1278

93p CoONGRESS ‘ SENATE REPORT
2d Session ) No.93-1352

AMENDING THE ACT TO INCORPORATE LITTLE LEAGUE
BASEBALL TO PROVIDE THAT THE LEAGUE SHALL BE
OPEN TO GIRLS AS WELL AS BOYS

DECEMBER 14, 1974.—Ordered to be printed

Mr. Hruska, from the Committee on the Judiciary,
submitted the following

REPORT

[To accompany H.R. 8864]

The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill
(H.R. 8864) to amend the Act to incorporate Little League Baseball to
provide that the league shall be open to girls as well as to boys, having
considered the same, reports favorably thereon, without amendment,
and recommends that the bill do pass.

Purpose

The purpose of the proposed legislation is to amend the Federal
charter of Little League Baseball, Inc., to allow girls to participate on
an equal basis with boys. .

STATEMENT

The facts of the case as contained in House Report 93-1409 are as
follows:

Little League Baseball began in 1989 as a program for
young boys during the summer months, with only three
teams in Williamsport, Pennsylvania. Little League Baseball
continued to operate as a private organization until 1964,
when it petitioned Congress to become a federally chartered
organization. They received that charter on July 16, 1964,
entitled “An act to incorporate the Little League Baseball,
Incorporated.” (Public Law 88-378) The language of that
charter under objects and purposes of Corporation specifies
that Little League Baseball is an organization for young boys.
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. With the emergence of women seeking equal rights under
the law, many of our “traditional” institutions have had to
take a second look at themselves to determine if discrimina-
tion on the basis of sex does exist. Young girls, although they
may have desired to play Little League Baseball, in the past
were prohibited in this case from playing Little League Base-
ball under the leﬁsﬂ sanction of the League. Over the years

. frustration developed until, in 1974, these young girls,

“through their parents, sought to participate in this activity

by petitioning the courts for equal opportunities to play Little,

League Baseball. Twenty-two class action suits were filed
across the countrgr. The controversy embroiled many people
and resulted in the historic decision of the New Jersey é) -
perior Court Appellate Division-in March of 1974, affirming
the right of girls to play baseball in the Little League Organi-
zation. (127 N.J. Super. 522. 318 A.2d 33)

It was while many of these lawsuits were pending that the
Little League Baseball organization petitioned Congress to
amend their Federal charter to include girls in this far-
reaching program. This fine organization, which has done so
much in the past to further the moral and physical develop-
ment of a segment of our young people, will now be expanded
to include all of our young people. With this change in their
charter, we can look forward to unhindered local Little
League programs, where boys and girls can play side-by-side.

Stressed during the hearing on the amendment to this Fed-

* + eral charter was the intent of Congress that this federally

- ‘chartered organization should treat girls equally with boys,

w0 wand that Congress would not tolerate separate but equal pro-

grams. The Little League organizations were encouraged to
mmmediately open its new girls softball league to include any
young boys who might want to participate. There had been a
tendency for this organization to assume that little girls were
not capable of competing with young boys their own age.

*"The Committee felt that young girls should not only be given

" the opportunity to play Little League Baseball but should be
encouraged to participate in this meaningful activity.
The proposed legislation, as amended, will accomplish the
goal of girls’ participation on an equaﬁ basis with boys in
" Little League Baseball, Inc.

Cosr or LzeisLamioN

. Pursuant to the requirements of clause 7 of rule XIII of

the Rules of the House of Repregentatives, the Committee

--concludes that no Federal cost will be incurred by the enact-
ment of this legislation.

CompmITTEE APPROVAL
On September 25, 1974, the Committee on the Judiciary by

voice vote, with no dissenting votes, ordered the bill, as
amended, favorably reported to the House.

S.R. 1352
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CoNcLUsION

The Committee has concluded that the bill, as amended,
effectively assure equal participation of girls in Little League
Baseball, Inc. It is recongmenged that the bill be considered
favorably.

In agreement with the views of the House of Representatives the
Committee recommends the bill favorably.

Cnanees 1N Existine Liaw Mape By tae B, as ReporTED

In comphance with subsection (4) of Rule XXIX of the Standing
Rules of the Senate, changes in existing law made by the bill, as re-
ported, are shown as follows (existing %aw proposed to be omutted is
enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printecf in italic, existing law
in which no change is proposed is shown in roman) :

Acr or JuLy 16, 1964

AN ACT To incorporate the Little League Baseball, Incorporated
* * * * * * *

OBJECTS AND PURPOSES OF CORPORATION

Skc. 3. The objects and purposes of the corporation shall be—

(1) To promote, develop, supervise, and voluntarily assist in
all lawful ways the interest of [hoys} young people who will par-
ticipate in Little League baseball.

(2) To help and voluntarily assist [boysJ young people in de-
feloo{)ing qualities of citizenship[[,] sportsmanship[, and man-
1od}

(3) Using the discipline of the native American game of base-
ball, to teach spirit and competitive will to win, physical fitness
through individual sacrifice, the values of teamplay and whole-
some well-being through healthful and social association with
other youngsters under proper leadership.

. * * * * * ®
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- H. R. 8864

- inety-thivd Congress of the Mnited States of America
AT THE SECOND SESSION

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the twenty-first day of January,
. one thousand nine hundred and seventy-four

 dn Act )
To amend the Act to incorporate Little League Baseball to provide that the league
shall be open to girls as well as to boys.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the -
United States of j/mﬁoa in Oongress assembled, That section 3 of the
Act of July 16, 1964, entitled “An Act to incorporate the Little League -
o Baseball, Incorporated” (Public Law 88-378), is amended by striking
out “boys” each place it appears and inserting in lieu thereof “young
people” and by strikin% out “citizenship, sportsmanship, and man-
hood” and inserting in lieu thereof “citizenship and sportsmanship”.

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

| ‘ R ' Vice President of the United States and
President of the Senate.
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