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MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJ·ECT: 

ACTION 

THE WHITE HOUSE Last Day: December 30 
WASHINGTON 

December 23, 1974 

THE ~RES~ENT 
KEN ~ 
Enrolled Bill 
Little League 

H.R. 8864 
Baseball 

Attached for your consideration is H.R. 8864, sponsored 
by Representative Griffiths, which amends the Federal 
charter of Little League Baseball, Incorporated, to 
allow girls to participate in its activities on the 
same basis as boys. 

OMB recommends approval and provides additional background 
information in its enrolled bill report (Tab A} . 

Max Friedersdorf and Phil Areeda both recommend approval. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign H.R. 8864 (Tab B). 

Digitized from Box 16 of the White House Records Office Legislation Case Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

DEC! 0 m74 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Enrolled Bill H.R. 8864 - Little League Baseball 
Sponsor - Rep. Griffiths (D) Michigan 

·Last Day for A·ction 

December 30, 1974 - Monday 

PUrpose 

Amends the Federal charter of Little League Baseball, 
Incorporated, to allow girls to participate in its 
activities on the same basis as boys. 

Ag·ency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Civil Rights Commission 
Department of Justice 

Discussion 

Approval 

Approval 
No objection 

From its founding as a summer baseball program in 1939, the 
Little League has served young boys exclusively. In 1964 
the organization requested and was granted a Federal charter 
(Public Law 88-378) which specifies that the League is an 
organization for young boys. 

This year, twenty-two class action suits were filed across 
the country seeking equal opportunity for young girls to 
participate in Little League activities. While many of 
these lawsuits were pending the League organization petitioned 
Congress to amend its charter to include girls. In addition, 
the Appellate Division of the New Jersey Supreme Court handed 
down a decision affirming the right of girls to play Little 
League baseball. 
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H.R. 8864 would amend the League's charter by deleting 
the word "boy" each time it appears and replacing it 
with the word "young people." In addition, the word 
"manhood" would be dropped from a section in the 
charter which states that the purposes of the League 
are to instill "citizenship, sportsmanship and manhood." 
The Committee reports stress the intent of the Congress 
that girls should be treated equally with boys and that 
it would not tolerate separate but equal programs. 

The Executive Branch was not asked to comment on this 
legislation during the course of congressional 
deliberations. 

Enclosures 

Assistant Director for 
Legislative Reference 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASHINGTON LOG NO.: 03 

Da.te: December 20, 1974 Tirne: 4:00 p. • 

FOR ACTION: Geoff Shepard,~ cc (for information): farren Hendriks 
Phil Areeda ~ .1 .J Jerry Jones 
Max FriedersdorfV~ 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Da.te: Monday, December 23 Time: noon 

SUBJECT: 
Enrolled Bill H.R. 8864 - Little League Baseball 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

-- For Necessa.ry Action _x__ For Your Recommendations 

-- Prepa.re Agenda. a.nd Brie£ __ Dra.ft Reply 

~For Your Comments Dra.ft Rema.rks 

REMARKS: 

Please teturn to Judy Johnston, Ground FloDr West Wing 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you ha.ve a.ny questions or if you a.nticipa.te a. 
dela.y in submitting the required ma.teria.l, plea.se 
telephone the Sta.££ Secreta.ry immedia.tely. 

K. R. COLE, JR. 
For the President 



UNITED STATt:S COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS 

December 19, 1974 

•Mr. W. H. Ronunel 
Assistant Director for Legislative Reference 
Office of Management and Budget 
Washington, D.C. 20503 

Dear Mr. Ronnnel: 
. 

Washington, D. C. 20425 

This is in reply to the OMB request for our views and recommendations 
on enrolled bill H.R. 8864. · 

The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights heartily supports passage of this 
bill, which seeks to open Little League Baseball to both boys and girls. 
We supported this bill when it was introduced by Representative Martha W. 
Griffiths, sent a detailed letter of support and comment to her on the 
subject, and continue to support this bill and similar efforts to end 
treatment of women based on their biological classification rather than 
their individual attributes. 

There is one suggestion, however, which we hope will be given considera­
tion. The proposed legislation (amongst other changes) strikes out 
the language "citizenship, sportsmanship, and manhood" and inserts in 
lieu thereof "citizenship and sportsmanship" with "fair play," 
"sportslike conduct" or another word or words of similar meaning. If 
this is a bill designed to provide for the inclusion of girls in Little 
League Baseball, all language in the bill should be sex-neutral and 
thereby reflect the principles for which the bill stands. "Sportsmanship" 
specifically refers to the behavior of men and boys, as "sportswomanship" 
refers to the sporting conduct of women and girls. Each tenn excludes 
members of the other sex and, particularly in light of the nature of 
this bill, neither should be used here. Use of "Fair play," for 
example, would be language far more consistent with the legislative 
intent evidenced by H.R. 8864. 

Sincerely, 

WILLIAM A. BLAKEY 
Director 
Congressional Liaison 



.. 
ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL 

L EGISL ATI VE AFFAIRS 

lltpartmtnt of 3Ju.atir t 
-llns4iugtnn.1l'I.Q!. 2D53D 

DEC 19 1974 

Honorable Roy L. Ash 
Director, Office of Management 

and Budget 
Washington, D.C. 20503 

. 
Dear Mr. Ash: 

In compliance with your request, I have examined 
a facsimile of the enrolled bill H.R. 8864, "To amend 
the Act to incorporate Little League Baseball to provide 
that the league shall be open to girls as well as to 
boys." · 

Little League Baseball, Incorporated, is a federally 
chartered organization incorporated by the Act of 
July 16, 1964 (P.L. 88-378). As indicated in the title 
of the enrolled bill, the purpose of this legislation is 
to expand the scope of the activities of Little League 
Baseball, Incorporated, to include girls as well as boys. 

The Department of Justice has no objection to 
Executive approval of this bill. 

Sincerely, 

;t1{~traw 
Assistant Attorney General 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 21, 1974 

MEMORANDUM FOR: WARREN HENDRIKS 

FROM: MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF 

SU~JECT: Action Memorandum - Log No. 803 
Enrolled Bill H. R. 8864 - Little League Baseball 

The Office of Legislative Affairs concurs in the attached proposal 
and has no additional recommendations. 

Attachment 



ACTION MEMORANDUM WA S HIN G TON ·,; LOG NO.: · 803 

Date: December 2 0, 19 7 4 Time: 4:00 p.m. 

FOR ACTION: Geoff Shepard ./' 
Phil Areeda 

cc (for infdrmation): Warren Hendriks 
Jerry Jones 

Max Friedersdorf 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: Monday, December 23 Time: noon 

SUBJECT: 
Enrolled Bill H.R. 8864 - Little League Baseball 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

- - For Necessary Action _x__ For Your Recommendations 

-- Prepare Agenda and Brief -- Draft Reply 

-X- For Your Comments --Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing 

6L 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you have any questions or if you anticipate a 
dela y in submitting the required material, please 
telephone the Staff Secretary immediately. 

I 

For the 

G- ee . , 



ACTION MEMORANDCM WAS HlNOTON .; LOG NO.: · 803 

Da.te: December 20, 1974 

FORACTlON: Geoff Shepard . 
Phil Areeda "v""'"" 
Max Friedersdorf 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: Monday, December 23 

SUBJECT: 

Time: . 
4:00 p.m. 

cc (for inf~rma.tion): Warren Hendriks 
Jerry Jones 

Time: · noon 

Enrolled .Bill H.R. 8864.- Little League Baseball .. 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

-- For Necessary Action _x_ For Your Recommendations 

-- Prepare Agenda a.nd Brief -- Draft Reply 

-X-- For Your Comments --Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing 

PLE_.!\SE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

I£ you ha.ve any questions or i£ you a.nticipo.te a. 
delay in submi~ing the required material, please 
telephone tha Staff Secretary immediately. 

\f .. : I' ... . • • • ... .t.,'t ...... 



93n CoNGRESS } HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES { REPORT 
~d Session No. 93-1409 

AMENDING THE ACT TO INCORPORATE LITTLE LEAGUE 
BASEBALL TO PROVIDE THAT THE LEAGUE SHALL 
BE OPEN TO GIRLS AS WELL AS TO BOYS 

OcToBER 2, 1974.-Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed 

Mr. Enw ARDS of California, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
[To accompany H.R. 8864] 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill 
(H.R. 8864) to amend the Act to incorporate Little League Baseball 
to provide that the league shall be open to girls as well as to boys, 
having considered the same, re~ort favorably thereon with an amend­
ment and recommend that the bill as amended do pass. 

The amendment is as follows: 
On page 1, lines 6 and 7, strike the words "boys and girls'~ and insert 

in lieu thereof the words "young people". 

PURPOSE OF THE AMENDMENT 

This amendment removes the possibility of interpreting the charter 
to mean that separate but equal activities are acceptable. This makes 
it clear that girls are to be treated on an equal basis with boys. 

PuRPOSE oF LEGISLATION 

The purpose of the proposed legislation is to amend the Federal 
charter of Little League Baseball, Inc., to allow girls to participate 
on an equal basis with boys. 

STATEMENT 

Little League Baseball began in 1939 as a program for young boys 
during the summer months, with only three teams in Williamsport, 
Pennsylvania. Little League Baseball continued to operate as a private 
organization unti11964, when it petitioned Congress to become a fed­
erally chartered organization. They received that charter on July 16, 
1964, entitled "An act to incorporate the Little League Baseball, In-

38-008 



2 

corporated." (Public Law 88-378) The language of that charter under 
objects and purposes of CorporatiOn specifies that Little League Base­
ball is an organization for young bovs. 

With the emergence of women seeking equal rights under the law, 
many of our "traditional" institutions have had to take a second look 
at themselves to determine if discrimination on the b~sis of sex does 
exist. Youn_cr girls, although thev may have desired to play Little 
I .. eague Bas~all, in the past were prohibited in this case from playing 
Little League Baseball lmder the legal sanction of the League. Over 
the years frustration developed until, in 197 4, these young girls, 
t!lro.ugh their parents, sought to par~i?ipate in this activity by peti­
tionmri the courts for equal opportumties to play Little League Base­
ball. Twenty-two cla.ss action suits were filed across the countrv. The 
e~mtroversy embroiled many people and resulted in the historic deci­
siOn of the New Jersey Superior Court Appellate Division in March 
of 197 4, affirming the right of girls to play baseball in the Little League 
Organization. (127 N.J. Super. 522, 318 A.2d 33) 

It was while many of these lawsuits were pending that the Little 
League Baseball organization petitioned Con~ress to amend their Fed­
eral charter to include girls in this far-reaching program. This fine 
organizat_ion, which has done so much in the past to further the moral 
and physical de~elopment of a segment of our young people, will now 
be ~xpandecl to mclude all of our young people. With this change in 
then· charter, we can look forward to unhindered local Little League 
programs, where boys and girls can play side-by-side. 

Stressed during the hearing on the amendment to this Federal 
charter was tl).e intent of Congress that this federally chartered orga­
nization should treat girls equally with boys, and that Congress would 
~ot tolerate separate but equal programs. The Little League organiza­
tw!ls were encouraged to immediately open its new girls softball league 
to mclude any young boys who mi~ht want to participate. There had 
been a tendency for this organization to assume that little girls were 
n~t capable of competinB: with young boys their. own age. The Co!ll­
rmttee felt that young g1rls should not only be given the opportumty 
~o pl~y Littl~ League ~~seball but should be encouraged to participate 
m this meamngful activity. . 

The proposed legislation, as amended, will accomplish the goal of 
girls' participation on an equal basis with boys in Little League Base-
ball, Inc. ·· 

CosT OF LEGISLATION 

Pursuant to the requirements of clause 1 of rule XIII of the Rules 
of the House of Representatives, the Comrriittee concludes that no 
Federal cost will be incurred by the enactment of this legislation. 

CmiMITTEE APPROVAI, 

On September 25, 1974, the Committee on the Judiciary by voice 
vote, with no dissenting votes, ordered the bill, as amended, :favorably 
reported to the House. 

II.R. 1409 
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CONCLUSION 

The Committee has concluded that the bill, as amended, effectively 
assures equal participation of girls in Little League Baseball, Inc. It 
is recommended that the bill .be considered favorably. 

CHANGES IN ExiSTING LAw MADE BY THE BILr., AS REFORTim 

In compliance with clause 3 of Rule XIII of the Rules o£ the House 
of resentatives, changes in existing law made by the bill, as re-
por are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omitted is 
enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italic, existing law 
in which no change is proposed is shown in roman) : 

AcT oF JULY 16, 1964 

AN ACT To incorporate tbe Little League Baseball, Incorporated 

* * * * * * * 
OBJECTS AND PURPOSES OF CORI>ORATION 

SEc. 3. The objects and purposes of the corporation shall be-
(1) To promote, develop, supervise, and voluntarily assist in 

all lawful ways the interest of (boys] young people who will par­
ticipate in Little League baseball. 

(2) To help and voluntarily assist [boys] younp people in de­
veloping qualities of citizenship(,] sportsmanship[, and man-

hoo( d)].U . h a· . 1· ., h . A . ., b 3 smg t e 1sc1p mes 01. t e nahve meriCan game 01. ase-
ball, to teach spirit and competitive will to win, physical fitness 
through individual sacrifice, the values of teamplay and whole­
some well-being through healthful and social association with 
other youngsters under proper leadership. 

* * * * * * * 
0 

H.R. U09 



93n CoNGRESS 
2d Se88i0n } SENATE 

Calendar No.l278 
{ REPORT 

No. 93'-1352 

AMENDING THE .ACT TO INCORPORATE LITTLE LEAGUE 
BASEBALL TO PROVIDE THAT THE LEAGUE SHALL BE 
OPEN TO GIRLS AS WELL AS BOYS 

DECEMBEB 14, 1974.-0rdered to be printed 

Mr. HRusKA, from the Committee on the ,Judiciary, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
[To accompany H.R. 8864] 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
( H.R. 8864) to amend the Act to incorporate Little League Baseball to 
provide that the league shall be open to girls as well as to boys, having 
considered the same, reports favorably thereon, without amendment, 
and recommends that the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of the proposed legislation is to amend the Federal 
charter of Little League Baseball, Inc., to allow girls to participate on 
an equal basis with boys. 

STATEMENT 

The facts of the case as contained in Honse Report 93-1409 are as 
follows: 

Little League Baseball began in 1939 as a program for 
young boys during the summer months, with only three 
teams in Williamsport, Pennsylvania. Little League Baseball 
continued to operate as a private organization until 1964, 
when it petitioned Congress to become a federally chartered 
organization. They received that charter on July 16, 1964, 
entitled "An act to incorporate the Little League Baseball, 
Incorporated." (Public Law 88-378) The language of that 
charter under objects and purposes of Corporation specifies 
that Little League Baseball is an organization :for young boys. 

3~il10 
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With the emergence of women seekin~ equal rights under 
the law, many of our "traditional" instituti<mS have had to 
take a second look at themselves to determine if discrimina­
tion on the basis of sex does exist. Young girls, although they 
may have desired to play Little League Baseball, in the past 
were prohibited in this case from playing Little League Base­
ball under the legal sanction of the League. Over the years 
frustration developed until, in 1974, these young ~iris, 

. through their parents, sought to participate in this activity 
by petitioning the courts for equal opportunities to play Little. 
League Baseball. Twenty-two class action suits were filed 
.across the country. The controversy embroiled many people 
.and resulted in the historic decision of the New Jersey Su­
perior Court Appellate Division-in March of 1974, affirming 
the right of girls to play baseball in the Little League Organi­
zation. (127 N.J. Super. 522. 318 A.2d 33) 

It was while many of these lawsuits were pending that the 
Little League Baseball organization petitioned Congress to 
amend their Federal charter to include girls. in this far­
reaching program. This fine organization, which has done so 
much in the past to further the moral and physical develop­
ment of a segment of our young people, will now be expanded 
to include all of our young people. With this change m their 
charter, we can look forward to unhindered local Little 
League programs, where boys and girls can play side-by-side. 

Stressed during the hearing on the amendment to this Fed­
, eral charter was the intent of Congress that this federally 
'chartered. organization should treat girls equally with boys, 
and that Congress would not tolerate separate but equal pro­

. ·grams. The Little League organizations were encouraged to 
Immediately open its new girls softball league to include any 
young boys who might want to participate. There had been a 
tendency for this organization to assume that little girls were 
.not cap'able of co,mpeting with young boys their own age. 

· · The Committee felt thatloung girls should not only be given 
the opportunity to play ittle League Baseball but should be 
encouraged to participate in this meaninf!ful activity. 

The proposed legislation, as amended will accomplish the 
goal of girls' participation on an equai basis with boys in 
Little League Baseball, Inc. 

CosT OF LEGISLA'l'ION 

Pursuant to the requirements of clause 7 of rule XIII of 
the Rules of the House of Representativeil, the Committee 

· concludes that no ;Federal cost will be incurred by the enact­
ment of this legislation. 

Co:Ul\H'l'TEE AI'PROVc\L 

On September 25, 1974, the Committee on the ,Judiciary by 
voice vote, with no dissenting votes, ordered the bill, as 
amended, favorably reported to the House. 

S.R.l352 
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The Committee has concluded that the bill, as amended, 
effectively assure equal participation of girls in Little League 
Baseball, Inc. It is recommended that the bill be considered 
favorably. • 

In agreement with the views of the House of Representatives the 
Committee recommends the bill favorably . 

CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW MADE BY THE BILL, AS REPORTED 

In complianc·e 'vith subsection (4) of Rule XXIX of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, changes in existing law made by the bill, as re­
ported, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omitted is 
enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italic, existing law 
in which no change is proposed is shown in roman) : 

AO'l' OF JuLY 16, 1964 

AN AC'.r To incorporate the Little League Baseball, Incorporated 

* * * * * * * 
OBJECTS AND PURPOSES OF CORPORATION 

SEc. :t The objects and purposes of the corporation shall be-
( 1) To promote, develop, supervise, and voluntarily assist in 

nil lawful ways the interest of [boys] young people who will par­
ticipate in Little League basebalL 

(2). To help. ~nd volu!1~arily ~ssist [boys] young people in de­
ve]opmg qualities of Citizenship[,] sportsmanship[, and man­
hood]. 

(3) Using the discipline of the native American o•ttme of base­
ball, to teach spirit and competitive will to win, phvsical fitness 
through indiyidual sacrifice, the values of teamplay and whole­
some well-bemg through healthful and social association with 
other youngsters under proper leadership. 
• • • * * * * 

0 

S . .k. 1352 
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H. R. 8864 

. RintQ!~third crongrt.SS of tht ilnittd.~tatts of amtrica 
AT THE SECOND SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the twenty-first day of January, 
. one thousand nine hundred and seventy-four 

S!n S!ct 
To amend the Act to incorporate Little League Baseball to provide that the league 

shall be open to girls as well as to boys. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and HOWJe qj Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That section 3 of the 
Act of July 16, 1964, entitled "An Act to incorporate the Little Leasue 
Baseball, Incorporated" (Public Law 88-378), is amended by striking 
out "boys" each place it appears and inserting in lieu thereof "young 
people" and by striking out "citizenship, sportsmanship, and man­
hood" and inserting in lieu thereof "citizensHip and sportsmanship". 

Speolcer of the H oWJe of Representatives. 

· Viae President of the United States and 
President of the Senate. 
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