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ACTION 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON Last Day: December 23 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

December 20, 1974 

KE 

Enrolled Bill H.R. 6925 
Land Exchange, New Mexico 

Attached for your consideration is H.R. 6925, sponsored 
by Representative Lujan, which authorizes the Forest 
Service to exchange two sections of land within the 
Cibola National Forest, New Mexico, for two sections 
of land held in trust by the United States for the 
Pueblo of Acoma of New Mexico. 

OMB recommends approval and provides you with additional 
background information in its enrolled bill report (Tab A). 

Max Friedersdorf and Phil Areeda both recommend approval. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign H.R. 6925 (Tab B) 

Digitized from the White House Records Office: Legislation Case Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

DEC 1 7 114 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Enrolled Bill H.R. 6925 - Land exchange, 
New Mexico 

Sponsor - Rep. Lujan (R) New Mexico 

Last Day for Action 

December 23, 1974 - Monday 

Purpose 

Directs the exchange of certain lands between the Pueblo 
of Acoma Tribe and the Forest Service. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Department of Agriculture 
Department of the Interior 

Discussion 

Approval 

Approval {Inro~!~ 
Approval .) 

H.R. 6925 would mandate the exchange of 1,280 acres of land 
now held in trust by the Secretary of the Interior for the 
Pueblo of Acoma Tribe for an equal amount of Forest Service 
lands -- both tracts are situated in the Cibola National 
Forest, New Mexico. The Secretary of the Interior would 
hold the replacement lands for the Acoma Tribe, subject to 
a right-of-way for Forest Service roads now in place. The 
land transfer would also be subject to all valid claims 
as long as they are maintained. 

In reporting on H.R. 6925, the House Interior Committee 
explained the need for the enrolled bill: 

"The Pueblo of Acoma and the Forest Service 
have been negotiating for several years for 



<...•r • ..,- • 

the exchange of the lands described in the bill 
to eliminate a troublesome boundary situation. 
The lands in this area are checker-boarded. The 
exchange would eliminate this checker-boarding 
and facilitate better management and use by both 
parties. The lands to be exchanged are similar 
in character and equal in value. 

"There is existing authority for the exchange of 
the Pueblo lands under the provisions of section 4 
of the Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934 
(48 Stat. 984). However, the authority contained 
in H.R. 6925 is necessary to effectuate the 
exchange of the u. s. Forest Service lands." 

Enclosures 

Assistant Director for 
Legislative Reference 
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ACTION MEMORANDUM WASJtlNOTOJ(.; 

Date: December l~; 1974 Tin\e: 7:00 p.m. 

FdR ACTION: Mike Duval ~" 
Bil.l Ti.Jmaons t9--t-
Phil Areeda ~ 

cc (for informati-on)': 1f4Ireft B~ika 
Jerry Jonee 

FROM THE STAFT SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: Friday 1 Decaher 20 Time: 11:00 a.a,. 

SUBJECT: 

Enrolled Bill B.R. 6925 - Land Excbaage, New Mezico 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

--For NecesS<U'J' Action --.--z- For Your Recommendations 

-- Prepnre AgendCL and Brief -Draft Reply 

' 
x__ F'or yrour Comments ~-Draft Remarks 

REMARKS:. I 

!>lease return to J'udy Johnston, Ground Floor, Weet Wiaq 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you have any questions or i£ you CLnticipcde a 
delay in submitting the required material, please 
telephone the Staff Secretary imm~~~Y· 

--

K. R. COLE, JR. 
For the President ... 



THE WHITE~' HOVSE 

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASHINGTON. LOG NO.: 787 

Date: December 17, 1974 

FOR ACTION: Mike Duval/ 
Bill Timmons 
Phil Areeda 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: Friday, December 20 

SUBJECT: 

Time: 7 : 0 0 p • m • 

cc (for information): Warren Hendriks 
Jerry Jones 

Time: 11:00 a.m. 

Enrolled Bill H.R. 6925 - Land Exchange, New Mexico 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

__ For Necessary Action ~For Your Recommendations 

__ Prepare Agenda and Brief __ Draft Reply 

x___ For Your Comments -- Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground 

~ .· 

' ... /. /---------------------·-· 
~ 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you have any questions or if you anticipate a 
delay in submitting the required material, please 
telephone the Staff Secretary immediately. 

Warren K 
For the p Hendriks 

resident 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 18, 1974 

WARREN HENDRIKS 

MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF ~ • ~ •. 
Action Memorandum - Log No. 787 
Enrolled Bill H.R. 6926 - Land Exchange 
New Mexico 

The Office of Legislative Affairs concurs in the attached proposal 
and has no additional recommendations. 

Attachment 



THE WHITE HOlT SE 

r\CTIOX ~1E\IORANDC.M WASHINGTON LOG NO.: 79·7 

Date: December 17, 1974 

FOR ACTION: Mike Duval 
Bill Timmons 
Phil AreedaV' 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: Friday, December, 20 

SUBJECT: 

Time: 7 : 0 0 p • m • 

cc (for information): Warren Hendriks 
Jerry Jones 

Time: 11:00 a.m. 

Enrolled Bill H.R. 6925 - Land Exchange, New Mexico 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

-- For Necessary Action ~For Your Recommendations 

........ ,., ...... , 
-- ..,AU. .. L ....... ~)'-

x.___ For Your Comments __ Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor, West Wing 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED . 

• . • : :.:. : •••• ' •• <" ~' -- ' 

ir:'c:r-ren r--.\. Hen,:; For t~ -riks 
~Ae p ... e,. .d 

• "'l e.nt 
b.::L~.-::::.0 ~~-• ..: ;:..tc.ii S~c1ctary immediately. 



United States Department of the Interior 

Dear M:r. Ash: 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

DEC 1 3 1974 

This responds to your request for our views on the enrolled bill 
H.R. 6925:) "To authorize the exchange of certain lands betweenthe 
Pueblo of Acoma and the Forest Service." 

We recommend that the President approve the enrolled bill. 

Enrolled bill H.R. 6925 provides for an exchange of 1,280 acres 
of land in the Mount Taylor Division, Cibola National Forest, New 
Mexico, for an equal amount of land now held in trust by the 
United States for the Pueblo of Acoma of New Mexico. Section 1 
of the bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to transfer the 
Pueblo lands designated therein to the Secretary of Agriculture 
for inclusion in the Cibola National Forest for administration. 
Section 2 provides that an equal amount of lands in the Cibola 
National Forest are to be held in trust by the Secretary of the 
Interior for the Pueblo of Acoma subject to a right-of-way for 
existing Forest Service roads. Section 3 makes any transfer subject 
to valid claims as long as they are maintained. 

The Pueblo of Acoma and representatives of the U.S. Forest Service 
have~ for a number of years, been negotiating for an exchange of 
lands on Horace Mesa involving the lands described in this bill. 
At the present time these lands form a checkerboard pattern which 
precludes efficient management. The proposed land exchange, which. 
is acceptable to the Forest Servic~would be of particular advantage 
to the Pueblo as five checkerboard sections of the Pueblo will be 
consolidated into one unit, thus providing more efficient land use 
management. The Pueblo will be able to fence the unit, a task 
Which has not been practicable to date because the present boundary 
is 20 miles in length. The proposed exchange will reduce the boundary 
to.a length of 12 miles. 

Save Energy and You Serve America! 



There is existing authority for exchange of Pueblo lands in general. 
Members of the Pueblo of Acoma voted to apply the provisions of 
the Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), to 
their affairs. Section 4 of that Act authorizes the Secretary of 
the Interior to exchange Indian lands for lands of equal value. 
However, that authority applies only to certain types of lands, 
specifically public domain lands. It does not apply to lands which 
are appropriated for another purpose, such as National Forest Service 
lands. Therefore, H.R. 6925 is necessary to effectuate this specific 
exchange. 

The Tribal Council of the Pueblo of Acoma adopted Resolution No. 
TC-MA-26-71A on March 26, 1971, authorizing and requesting the Super
intendent of the Southern Pueblos Agency to take whatever action is 
required to consummate the land exchange as proposed at the earliest 
possible time. In view of the wishes of the Pueblosas as expressed 
in the resolution adopted by the Tribal Council, and the benefits 
which will inure to the Indians, we recommend that the President 
approve the enrolled bill. 

Honorable Roy L. Ash 
Director 
Office of Management and Budget 
Washington, D. C. 20503 



DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Honorable Roy L. Ash 
Director, Office of 
Management and Budget 

Dear Mr. Ash: 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON, D.C.20250 

December 17 .• 1974 

This is in response to the request of your office for a report on the 
enrolled enactment H.R. 6925, "To authorize the exchange of certain 
lands between the Pueblo of Acoma and the Forest Service." 

The Department of Agriculture recommends that the President approve the 
enactment. 

The enactment directs that two specified sections of land now held in trust 
for the Pueblo of Acoma Tribe be exchanged for two specified sections of land 
which are now a part of the Mount Taylor Division, Cibola National Forest, 
in New Mexico. Rights-of-way would be retained by the Secretary of Agri
culture for Forest Service Development System roads now in place on said 
lands. 

Preliminary negotiations for this exchange were started many years ago 
between the Acoma Indians and the Forest Service but authority to consum
mate the exchange was lacking. The lands which would be exchanged are 
similar in character and of approximately equal value. 

The ownership pattern of the Indian trust lands and the National Forest 
System lands in this area is one of alternating sections. Thus, through 
the exchange, each ownership will be better consolidated with benefits 
accruing to both the Indians and the United States. 

The proviso in section 2 provides that the rights-of-way for Forest Service 
Development System roads now in place across said lands would be retained 
by the Secretary of Agriculture. We interpret this as a reservation of all 
rights and interests necessary to hold, use, and maintain said rights-of-way. 
This proviso provides adequate protection for our interest in roads in the 
area. 

We are not aware of any opposition to the exchange. The exchange will 
facilitate management of the Indian and National Forest System lands in 
the area, and we recommend that the President approve the enactment. 

Sincerely, 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

DEC 1 7 1974 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Enrolled Bill H.R. 6925 - Land exchange, 
New Mexico 

Sponsor - Rep. Lujan (R) New Mexico 

Last Day for Action 

December 23, 1974 - Monday 

Purpose 

Directs the exchange of certain lands between the Pueblo 
of Acoma Tribe and the Forest Service. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Department of Agriculture 
Department of the Interior 

Discussion 

Approval 

Approval (Int'ormalll") 
Approval 

H.R. 6925 would mandate the exchange of 1,280 acres of land 
now held in trust by the Secretary of the Interior for the 
Pueblo of Acoma Tribe for an equal amount of Forest Service 
lands -- both tracts are situated in the Cibola National 
Forest, New Mexico. The Secretary of the Interior would 
hold the replacement lands for the Acoma Tribe, subject to 
a right-of-way for Forest Service roads now in place. The 
land transfer would also be subject to all valid claims 
as long as they are maintained. 

In reporting on H.R. 6925, the House ~nterior Committee 
explained the need for the enrolled b~ll: 

"The Pueblo of Acoma and the Forest Service 
have been negotiating for several year~ for 



the exchange of the lands described in the bill 
to eliminate a troublesome boundary situation. 
The lands in this area are checker-boarded. The 
exchange would eliminate this checker-boarding 
and facilitate better management and use by both 
parties. The lands to be exchanged are similar 
in character and equal in value. 

"There is existing authority for the exchange of 
the Pueblo lands under the provisions of section 4 
of the Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934 
(48 Stat. 984). However, the authority contained 
in H.R. 6925 is necessary to effectuate the 
exchange of the u. s. Forest Service lands." 

Enclosures 

.. 

(~~C) \Jilr~·~J ~ J!tQ~ 
~ -~ - '· • ..., '. • • . .· .. ·• !'· 

~~sistant Director for 
Legislative Reference 
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i).'ln Gblilmt.i:ss • 
t~tEe~BiMI. 

} HOtlSE OF. REPRESENTATIVES j lli:PoRT 
l NG.ila-.376 

AUTHORIZING THE EXCHANGE OF CERTAIN LANDS 
BETWEEN THE PUEBLO OF .ACOMA AND THE FOREST 
SERVICE 

JuLY 16, 1973.-Committed to 'the Committee of the Whole House on the State 
of the Union and ordered to be printed 

Mr. HALEY, from the Committee on Interior and Insular Aftairs, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
[To accompany H.R. 6925] 

The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom wa.s re
ferred the bill (RR. 6925) to Diuthorize the exchange of certain 
lands between the Pueblo of Acoma. and the Forest Service, having 
considered the same, report favorably thereon without amendment 
and recommend that the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of H.R. 6925, int.rocluced by Mr. Lujan, is to authorize 
the Forfflt Service to exchange two sections of hmd 'Within the Cibola 
National Forest, New Mexico, for two sections of land h~ld in trns't 
by the United States for the Pueblo of Acoma of New 1\'lexioo. 

EXPLANATION 

The Pueblo of Acoma and the Forest Service have been negutiating 
for several years for the exchange of the lands described in the bill to 
eliminate a troublesome boundary situation. The lands in this area 
are checker-boarded. The exchange would eliminate this checker
board.illl!: and facilita•te better management and use by both parties. 
The lands to be exchanged are similar in character and equal in value. 

There is existing authority for the exchange of the Pueblo lan.ds 
under the provisions of section 4 of the Indian Reorganizilition Act 
"(){June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984). However, the authority contained in 
H.R. 6925 is necessary to effectuate the exchange of the U.S. Forest 
Service lands. 

99-006 
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Section 1 directs. ·the. ·Sooretlicy :of the· Interior to· transfer the
Pueblo lands to the Secretary of Agriculture for inclusion in the Cibola 
National Forest for administration. Sction 2·provides that the two
sections of Forest Service lands are to be held in trust by the Secretary 
of the Interior for the Pueblo of Acoma subject to a right-of-way 
for existing Forest Service roads. Section 3 makes any transfer subject 
to valid claims as long as they are maintained. 

COST 

The enactment of the bill will involve no Federal expenditure .. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Committee on Interior .and Insular Affairs, by voice. vote,. 
recommends that the bill be enacted. 

DEl'ARTMENT~fY'REPORTS 

The favorable reports of the Department of the Interior and' 
Department of Agriculture follow: · · 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

Hon. JAMES A. HALEY, 

·.OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, D.O., May 30, 1973. 

Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, House of Repre-
sentatives) Washington, D.O~ . . , 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: This responds to your request for the vi~ws. 
of this Department on H.R. 6925, a bill "To authoriz~ the exclu1ng~ 
of certain lands between the Pueblo of Acoma and the Forest Servibe." 

We recommend that this bill be enacted. · . . . . . .. : 
H.R. 6925 provides for an exchange of 1280 acres of hirid in the· 

Mount Taylor Division, Cibola National Forest, for an equal amount 
of land now held in trust for the Pueblo of Acoma. The replacement 
lands for the pueblo will be held in trust for it, subject toa right-of-way 
for Forest Service roads now in place. The transfer is subject to al:1 
valid claims. . . 

The. Pueblo of .Acoma and representatives of the U.S. For{}st 
Service have for a number of years been negotiating for an exchange
of lands on Horace Mesa involving the lands described in this bilL 
At the present time these lands form a checkerboard pattern which 
precludes efficient management. The pro~osed land exchange, which 
we understand is acceptable to the Forest ::::iervice, would be of particu
lar advantage to.the Pueblo as five ~heckerboard sections of the Pueblo 
will be consolidated into one unit, thus providing. more efficient 
land use management. The Pueblo will be able to fence the unit, a 
task which has not been practicable to date because the present 
boundary is 20 miles in length. The proposed exchange will reduce-
the boundary to a length of 12 miles. . 

There is existing authority for exchange of the Pueblo lands: mem
bers of the Pueblo of Acoma voted to apply the provisions of the 
Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat .. 984), to their 
affairs, and section 4 of that Act authorizes the exchangt} of.Indian 

H. Rept. 93-816 
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lands for, l~;~.J;U;ls.qf equ,al.vt~.lil~. l:l!:lwever, :t:Q.e authority contained in 
H.R. 6925 is necessary to effectuate lqlr ex~ange of the -U.S . .F/Qre&t 
Service lands. · . . -

The;TribaliCpJPlcil olt~.Pueb1'Q Qf.Acoma adopted Resolution No. 
TC-MA-26-71A on March 26, 1971, authorizing and requesting the 
Superintendent of the Southern Pueblos Agency to take whatever 
action is required to consummate ·the land exchange as proposed at 
the earliest possible time. In view of the wishes of the Pueblo as 
expressed in the resolution adopted by the Tribal Council, and the 
benefits which will inure to the Indians, we recommend enactment of 
the bill. 

The Office of Management and Budget has advised that there is no 
objection to the presentation of this report from the standpoint of 
the Administration's program. 

Sincerely yours, 

Ron. JAMES A. HALEY, 

MARVIN L. FRANKLIN, 
Assistant to the Secretary of the Interior. 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, D.O., May 31, 1973. 

Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
House of Representatives. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: As you requested, here is our report on 
H.R. 6925, a bill "To authorize the exchange of certain lands between 
the Pueblo of Acoma and the Forest Service." 

This Department recommends that H.R. 6925 be enacted. 
H.R. 6925 would direct that two specified sections of land now held 

in trust for the Pueblo of Acoma Tribe be exchanged for two specified 
sections of land which are now a part of the Mount Taylor Division, 
Cibola National Forest, in New Mexico. Rights-of-way would be 
retained by the Secretary of Agriculture for Forest Service Develop
ment System roads now in place on said lands. 

Preliminary negotiations for this exchange were started many years 
ago between the Acoma Indians and the Forest Service but authority 
to consummate the exchange was lacking. The lands which would be 
exchanged are similar in character and equal in value. 

The ownership pattern of the Indian trust lands and the National 
Forest System lands in this area is one of alternating sections. Thus, 
through the exchange, each ownership will be better consolidated with 
benefits accruing to both the Indians and the United States. 

Also through the exchange, the Acoma Tribe will acquire grazing 
rights on lands on which they now hold a National Forest grazing 
permit. This will also benefit both the Indians and the United States. 

Section 2, pa~e 2, lines 6 through 10, provides that the rights-of-way 
for Forest Service Development System roads now in place across said 
lands would be retained by the Secretary of Agriculture. We would 
construe this as a reservation of all rights and interests necessary to 
hold, use, and maintain said rights-of-way. 

H. Rept. 93-376 



The Office of Manage~ent and l3udget &.dvises that there is no 
bbjeeticm to the presentation ~~thiS ~port fraro. the etandpoin:t ot 
the Administration,s pro~· · 

Sincerely~ . 
J. P~ 0AWPBMLL, ~··&i:retaty. 

0 

H, Rept. 93-376 



93n CoNGRESS 
'Ed Session } SENATE 

Calendar No. 1240 
{ REPORT 

No. 93-1308 

AUTHORIZING THE EXCHANGE OF CERTAIN LANDS 
BETWEEN THE PUEBLO OF ACOMA AND THE FOREST 
SERVICE 

DECEMBER 4, 1974.-0rdered to be printed 

Mr. JAcKsoN, from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
[To accompany H.R. 6925] 

The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to which was re
ferred the bill (H.R. 6925) to authorize the exchange of certain lands 
between the Pueblo of Acoma and the Forest Service, having consid
ered the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and rec
ommends that the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 

The purpose of H.R. 6925 is to authorize the Forest Service to ex
change two sections of land within the Cibola National Forest, New 
Mexico, for two sections of land ~eld in trust by the United States for 
the Pueblo of Acoma of New Mexico. 

EXPLANATION 

The Pueblo of Acoma and the Forest Service have been negotiating 
for several years for the exchange of the lands described in the bill to 
eliminate a troublesome boundary situation. The lands in this area 
are checker-boarded. The exchange would eliminate this checker
boarding and facilitate better management and use by both parties. 
The lands to be exchanged are similar in character and equal in value. 

There is existing authority for the exchange of the Pueblo lands 
under the provisions of section 4 of the Indian Reorganization Act 
of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984). However, the authority contained in 
H.R. 6925 is necessary to effectuate the exchange of the U.S. Forest 
Service lands. 

38-010 
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Section 1 directs the Secretary of the Interior to transfer the 
Pueblo lands to the Secretary of Agriculture for inclusion in the Cibola 
National Forest for administration. Sec. 2 provides that the two 
sections of Forest Service lands are to be held in trust by the Secretary 
of the Interior for the Pueblo of Acoma subject to a right-of-way 
for existing Forest Service roads. Section 3 makes any transfer subject 
to valid claims as long as they are maintained. 

COST 

The enactment of the bill will involve no Federal expendit:ure~ 

CO~IMITTEE RECO~lMENDATION 

The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs in open executiYe 
session on December 4, 197 4, unanimoulsy ordered H.R. 6925 reported 
favorably to the Senate. 

DEP ARf'MEKTAL REPOR'l'R 

The favorable reports of the Department of the Interior and De
partment of Agriculture to the Chairman of the House Committee on 
Interior and Insnlnr Affairs are set forth in full as follows: 

Hon. JAMES A. HALEY, 

U.S. D}~PARTMEXT oF THE IxTERIORl 
o}·FrcE oF THE St:cRETARY. 

lVa.slzirngton, D.O .. Jlfay 30, l973. 

0 hair'man, 0 ommittee on f nterior and f nsular Affairs, Il ou.se of R epre
sentatives, Washington, D.O. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRUAN: This responds to your request for the views 
of this Department on H.R. 6925, a bill "To autho~·ize the exchange 
of certain lands between the Pueblo of Acoma and the Forest Service.'~ 

'Ve recommend that this bill be enncted. 
H.R. 6925 provides for an exchange of 1,280 acres of land in the 

:!\fount Taylor Division, Cibola National Forest, for an eqnal amount 
of land now held in trust for the Pueblo of Acoma. The replacement 
lands for the Pueblo will be held in trust for it, subject to a right-of
way for Forest Service roads now in place. The transfer is subject to
all valid claims. 

The Pueblo of Acoma and representatives of the U.S. Forest Service 
have for a number of years been negotiating for an exchange of lands 
on Horace Mesa inYolving the lands described in this bill. At the pres
ent time these lall(tS form a checkerboard pattern which precludes 
efficient management. The proposed land exchange, which we under
stand is acceptable to the Forest Service, would be of particular ad
vantage to the Pueblo as five checkerboard seetiomrof the Pueblo will 
be consolidated into one unit, thus providing more efficient land u:;:e· 
management. The Pueblo will be able to fence the unitl a task which 
has not been practicable to date because the present boundary is 20> 
miles in length. The proposed exchange will reduce the boundary to a 
length of 12 miles. 

S.R. 1308 
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There is existing authority for exehn.nge o£ the Pueblo lands: mem
bers of the Pueblo of Acoma voted to apply the provisions of the 
Indian Reorganization Act o£ Jnne 18, 1!):34 ( 4H Stat. 984), to their 
affairs, and section 4 of that Act authorizes the exehange of Indian 
lands for lands of equal value. However, tlw authority cuntaincd jn 
H.R. 6925 is necessa1jr to effectuate an exchmn.ge o:f the U.S. Forest 
Service lands. ' . 

The Tribal Council of the Pueblo of Acoma adopted Resolution No. 
TC-MA-26-71A on March 26, 1971, authorizing and requesting the 
Superintendent of the Southern Pueblos Agency to take whatever 
action is required to consummate the land exchange as proposed at 
the earliest possible time. In vie)•; of the wishes of the Pueblo as 
expressed in the resolution adopted by the Tribal Council, and the 
benefits which will inure to the Indians, we recommend enactment of 
the bill. 

The Office of Management and Budget has advised that there is no 
objection to the presentation of this report from the standpoint of 
the Administration's program. 

Sincerely yours, 

Hon. JA::\IES A. HALEY, 

MARVIN L. FRANKLIN' 
Assistant to the Secretary of the Interior. 

DEPART::\IBNT OF AGRICULTURE, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 

lV ashington, D.O., llfay 31, l973. 

0 hairrnan, 0 ornrnittee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
House of Representatives. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN : As you requested, here is our report on 
H.R. 6925, a bill "To authorize the exchange of certain lands between 
the Pueblo of Acoma and the Forest Service." 

This Dcnartment recommends that H.R. 6925 be enacted. 
H.R. 6925 would direct that two specified sections of land now held 

in trust for the Pueblo of Acoma Tribe be exchanged for two specified 
sections of land which are now a part of the Mount Taylor Division, 
Cibola Xational Forest, in New Mexico. Rights-of-way would be 
retained by the Secretary of Agrietilture for Forest Service Develop
ment System roads now in place on said lands. 

Preliminary negotiations for this exchange were started many years 
ago between the Acoma Indians and the Forest Service but authority 
to consummate the exchange was lacking. The lands which would be 
exchanged arc similar in character and equal in value. 

The ownership pattern of the Indian trust lands and the National 
Forest System lands in this area is one of alternating sections. Thus, 
through the exchange, each ownership will be better consolidated with 
benefits accruing to both the Indians and the United States. 

Also through the exchanp·e, the Acoma Tribe will acquire grazing 
rights on lands on which they now hold a National Forest grazing 
permit. This will also benefit bo~h the Indians and the United States. 

S.R. 1308 
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Section 2, page 2, lines 6 through 10, provides that the rights-of-way 
for Forest Service Development System roads now in place across said 
lands would be retained by the Secretary of Agriculture. We would 
construe this as a reservatiOn of all rights and interests necessary to 
hold, use, and maintain said rights-of-way. 

The Office of Management and Budget advises that there is no 
objection to the presentation of this report from the standpoint of 
the Administration's program. 

Sincerely, 
J. PHIL CAMPBELL, Acting Secretary. 

0 

S.R. 130R 
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H. R. 6925 

.RintQl,third Q:ongrtss of tht tinittd ~tatts of 2tmcrica 
AT THE SECOND SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the twenty-first day of January, 
one thousand nine hundred and seventy-four 

an Slct 
To authorize the exchange of certain lands between the Pueblo of Acoma and the 

Forest Service. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary 
o£ the Interior shall transfer lands and minerals therein, within sec
tion 17, township 11 north, range 8 west, and section 13, township 11 
north, range 9 west, New Mexico Principal Meridian, now held in 
trust for the Pueblo o£ Acoma Tribe, to the Secretary o£ Agriculture 
£or administration as a part o£ the Mount Taylor Division, Cibola 
National Forest, and subject to the laws, rules, and regulations appli
cable to the National Forest System. 

SEc. 2. The lands and minerals therein, within section 20, township 
11 north, range 8 west, and section 24, township 11 north, range 9 
west, New Mexico Principal Meridian, now a part o£ the Cibola 
National Forest, are hereby declared to be held in trust by the Secre
tary o£ the Interior for the Pueblo o£ Acoma Tribe: Provided, That 
rights-of-way sixty-six feet in width, being thirty-three feet on either 
side o£ the centerline, for Forest Service Development System roads 
now in place across said lands, shall be retained by the Secretary o£ 
Agriculture. • 

SEc. 3. Any transfer effected by this Act shall be subject to valid 
claims as long as they are maintained. . 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Vice President of the United States and 
President of the Senate. 
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8ear Jlr. Directar: 

!be tol.lDvi.Dg billa were rece1"ftt4 at 'tbe tlbite 
llouse on Deceaber llth: 

~ s. 2193 ~,/ 
s. 236317/ 
s. 3906// 
s. 4o40v / 
LR. 6274 v/ 
LB. 69251/ 

LB. mo'!f 
LR. 8352 ~ 
LB. 8824 
LB. 11929 
LR. 14214 / 
LR. 17026 v 

neue let the Presidellt baYe reparta ard 
reea.e.,.,a:tiODS liB to tbe IIIJPrOft.l o:t tbeae 
bills as eOOD u poeaible. 

.!'be JloDorabl.e Bay L. Mh 
J>1rector 

Robert J). IJMer 
Chief Bxecuti'ft Clark 

Ottice of Me.Dageaent aD4 Bwlget 
~~, D.C. 




