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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 10, 1974 

THE PRESIDENT 

KEN COL~ 

ACTION 

Last Day - October 15 

Enrolled Bill S. 2382 - For the Relief 
of Caridad R. Balonan 

Attached for your consideration is Senate bill, S. 2382 
sponsored by Senator Cranston which grants second-preference 
immigrant status to Mr. Balonan. 

Roy Ash recommends approval and provides you with additional 
background information in his enrolled bill report (Tab A). 

We have checked with the Counsel's office (Chapman) and 
Bill Timmons who also recommend approval. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign ·Senate billS. 2382 (Tab B). 

Digitized from Box 8 of the White House Records Office Legislation Case Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

ocr 7 1974 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Enrolled Bill s. 2382 - For the relief of Caridad 
R. Balonan 

Sponsor - Sen. Cranston (D) California 

Last Day for Action 

October 15, 1974 - Tuesday 

Purpose 

To grant second-preference immigrant status to the beneficiary. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Immigration and Naturalization Service 
Department of State 

Discussion 

Approval 

Approval 
No objection 

The beneficiary is a 19-year-old native and citizen of the 
Philippines. She was adopted by her aunt and uncle in 1971. 
She has lived with her adoptive parents for twelve years and 
presently resides with her adoptive mother who has an approved 
second-preference petition. The beneficiary's adoptive father 
is a lawful permanent resident of the United States who resides 
in San Francisco and is employed as a crewman for an American 
oil company. He earns about $7,500 a year and has savings of 
about $1,000. The beneficiary's mother has not entered the 
United States yet since she prefers to enter with her adopted 
daughter. However, because the beneficiary was not formally 
adopted until she was over 14 years old, she is not eligible 
to enter as a lawfully adopted child. · 



The enrolled bill would enable the beneficiary to enter the 
United States as a second-preference immigrant and would 
enable the family to be reunited and the beneficiary to be 
educated in the United States which is her adoptive parents 
wish. 

Enclosures 

Assistant Director for 
Legislative Reference 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 2.0503 

ocr · 7 1974 

MEMORANDUH FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Enrolled Bill s. 2382 - For the relief of Caridad 
R. Balonan 

Sponsor - Sen. Cranston {D) California 

Last Day for Action 

October 15, 1974 - Tuesday 

Purpose 

To. grant second-preference immigrant status to the beneficiary. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Uanagement and Budget 

Immigration and Naturalization Service 
Department of State 

Discussion 

Approval · 

Approval 
No ·objection 

The beneficiary is a 19-year-old native and citizen of the 
Philippines. She was adopted by her aunt and uncle in 1971• 
She has lived with her adoptive parents for twelve years and 
pres·ently resides with her adoptive mother who has an approved 
second-preference petition. The beneficiary's adoptive father 
is a lawful permanent resident of the United States who resides 
in San Francisco and is employed as a crewman for an American 
oil company. He earns about $7,500 a year and has savings of 
about $1,000. The beneficiary's mother has not entered the 
United States yet since she prefers to enter with her adopted 
daughter. However, because the beneficiary was not formally 
adopted until she was over 14 years old, she is not eligible 
to enter as a lawfully adopted child. 

~ 
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THE WHITE· HOVSE 

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASHINGTON LOG NO.: -32 

Da.te: October 7, 19}( 

FOR ACTION: -~Shepard 
~1·'suchen 

Bill Tinmons 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

Tirrie: 4:30 p.m. 

cc (for infdrma.tion) : 

DUE: Da.te: Wednesday, October 9, 1974 Time: 2:00 p.m. 

rren K. Uendri k~ 
Jerry Jones 
Paul Theis 

SUBJECT: Enrolled 8111 S. '2382 - For the re11ef of Car1dad 
R. Balonan 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

-- For Necessa.ry Action _1X_ For Your Recommenda.tions 

-- Prepa.re Agenda. a.nd Brief --Dra.ft Reply 

__ For Your Comments Dra.ft Rema.rks 

REMARKS: 

Please return to Kathy Tindle - West Wing 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

I£ you ha.ve a.ny questions or if you a.nticipa.te a. 
dela.y in submitting the required ma.teria.l, plea.se 
telephone the Sta.££ Secreta.ry immedia.tely. 

K. R. COLE, JR. 
For the Preside~t 

.. 



, 
THE WHITE HoUSE 

WASHINGTON 

10/7/74 

WARREN HENDRIKS 

TO: ··-----------------------

Robert D. Linder 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE 

Washington 25, D.C. 

OFFICII: OF THE COMMISSIONER ANO I'III:FI!A TO THtS FILII: NO. 

OCT 3 1974 A20 305 676 

TO OFFICE_OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

SUBJECt: Enrolled Private Bill No. S. 2382 , Office of Management 

CO Fonn 18 

(REV. 1-17-72) 

and Budget request dated October 3, 1914 

Beneficiary or Beneficiaries Caridad R. Balonan 

Pursuant to your request for thf' views of thf' DP-partmf'nt of Justice on 
the subject bill, a review has been madP of the facsimilf' of thf' bill, there
lating Congressional Committee report ar reports, and all pertinent information 
in the files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service .. 

On the basis of this review the Immigration and Naturalization Service, 
on behalf of the Department of Justice: 

SJ Recommends approval of the bill 

0 Interposes no objection to approval of the bill 

Sincerely, 

Commissioner 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Wash lnKton, D .C. 20520 

OCT~- 1974 

Honorable Roy L. Ash 
Director, Office of Management 

and lu4aet 
Washinaton, D.C. 20503 

Dear Mr. Ash: 

Reference is aade to Mr. Roamel's comaunieation of 
October Z, 1974, transaittiag for comment enrolled 
bills S. 2337, "Por the relief of Dulce Pilar Castlntt 
and §. %Jit, "For the relief of Caridad R. Balonan. " 

This Depar~ent has no objection to the enactment of 
these billa. 

Sincerely yours, 

Linwood Holton 
Assistant Secretary for 
Coaaresslonal Relations 



THE WHI'l E HOUSE . . 
ACfll , • ~IE~IORAXDL M WASHI;.;GTO!'i LOG NO.: 632 

Date: October 7, 1974 

FOR P.CTION: "--~hepard 
Jhil

1

B~chen 
Bi 11 Timmons 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

Time: 4:30 p.m. 

cc (for information): 

DUE: Date: Wednesday, October 9, 1974 Time: 2:00 p.m. 

Warren K. Hendriks 
Jerry Jones 
Paul Theis 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill S. 2382 - For the relief.of Caridad 
R. Balonan 

ACT! N REQUES'J.'ED: 

For Necessary Action _X~- For Your Recommendations 

-.-- Prepare Agenda and Brief _ _ Draft Reply 

For Your Comments _ Draft Remarks 

REMlmKS: 

Please return to Kathy Tindle - West Wing 

-
PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you have any q"...lesHons or if you anticipate a. 

deb:· h S1J~m!tHng t".e required material, please Warren K. Hend~iks 
Por th9 President 



THE WHITE/Hb\JSE 

ACTION MEMORANDUM 
.. 

WASHINGTON "· LOG NO.: · 632 

Da.te: October 7, ~ 
FOR ACTION: .£off Shepard 

Phil Buchen 
Bi 11 Timmons 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

Time: 4:30 p.m. 

cc (for informa.tion): 

DUE: Da.te: Wednesday, October 9, 1974 Time: 2:00 p.m. 

Warren K. Hendriks 
Jerry Jones 
Paul Theis 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill S. 2382 - For the relief of Caridad 
R. Balonan 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

-- For Necessa.ry Action __.XX_ For Your Recommendations 

__ Prepa.re Agenda. a.nd Brie£ __ Dra.ft Reply 

__ For Your Comments -- Dra.ft Rema.rks 

REMARKS: 

Please return to Kathy Tindle - West Wing 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you ha.ve a.ny questions or if you a.nticipa.te a. 
dela.y in submitting the required ma.teria.l, plea.se 
telephone the Sta.££ Secreta.ry immedia.tely. 

Warren K. Hend~iks 
For the President 



• THE. WHITE HOUSE 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

St;JBJECT: 

WASHINGTON 

October 9, 1974 

MR. WARREN HENDRIKS 

WILLIAM E. TIMMON~ 
Action Memorandum - Loc; No. 632 -
Enrolled BillS. 2382 - For the Relief of 
Caridad R. Balonan 

The Office of Legislative AHairs concurs in the attached 
proposal and has no additional recommendations. 

Attachment 

t 



Til \VlilTE lJi1\.· •: 
, 

.'CTID~ :,~ t:\ICn!\~D( \l 

D.:J.te: October 7, 1974 

FO::X l~.CTION: Shepard 
Buchen 
Timmons 

FROII/I THE STAFF SECF<ETARY 

cc 

4:30 p.m. 

632 

Warren K. Hendriks 
Jerry Jones 
Paul Theis 

·-----·--------·-·---
DUE: Do.fo: 

SUBJECT: 

Wednesday, October 9, 1974 'l'ir~~e-: 2:00 p.m. 

Enrolled Bill S. 2382 - For the re1ief of Caridad 
R. Balonan 

fiCTION 1\'I~QUESTED: 

"j ,. 

;:;~J::--f":.ICt.£L1f..l~"'-1 ::::.n::.; 

REi\11\RKS: 

Please return to Kathy Tindle - West vJing 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUB:M:I'l"TED. 

delay in 
or if you o.nticipo.ln a 

requi:::ed rno.±crial, 
imrncdiulely. 

Wnrren K. Hsnd~iks 
For the President 



93D CoNGRESS 
'2d Session 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES REPoRT 
No. 93-1334 

CARIDAD R. BALON AN 

AuGUST 22, 1974.---<:lommitted to the Committee of the Whole House and 
ordered to be printed 

Mr. EILBERG, from the· Committee on the Judiciary, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
[To accompany S. 2382] 

The Committee on the ,Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. 2382) for the relief of Caridad R. Balonan, having considered the 
same, report favorably thereon without amendment and recommend 
that the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 

The purpose of the bill is to facilitate the entry into the United 
States as a second-~reference immigrant of the adopted child of a law
ful permanent resident of the United States. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

The beneficiary of the bill is a 19-year-old native and citizen of the 
Philippines who was adopted there on January 28, 1971, by her aunt 
and uncle. She has lived with her adoptive parents for 12 years and 
presently resides with her adoptive mother who has an approved 
second-preference petition. A visa has not been issued to her as yet, 
since she would prefer to enter the United States with her adopted 
daughter. The adoptive father, a lawful permanent resident of the 
United States, resides in San Francisco and is employed as a crewman. 

·A letter, with attached memorandum, dated November 9, 1973, to 
the chairman of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary from the then 

38-007 0 
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Acting Commissioner of Immigration and Naturalization with ref
erence to the bill reads as follows : 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JuSTICE, 
Ii\fl\IIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE, 

A-20305676. 
lV ashington, D.O., Not•ember 9,1973. 

l-Ion. JAMES 0. EAsTLAND, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
U.S. Senate, lV ashington, D.O. 

DEAR. SENATOR: In resp~mse to your request for a report relative 
to the bill ( S. 238'2) for rehef of Caridad R. Balonan there is attached 
a memor:audum _of information concerning the beneficiary. 

The bill provides that the beneficiary shall be held and considered 
to be the natural born alien daughter of Felix 0. Balonan a lawful 
permanent resident of the United States. ' 

The bill would confer second preference status on the 19-year-old 
adopted daughter of a lawful permanent resident alien and his wife 
who are her uncle a~d aunt. The bill further provides that no natural 
pa_rent, brother or sister of the beneficiary, by virtue of such relation
sh_Ip, s~all be acco!ded _any right, privilege, or status under the Im
nugratw:q. and N ahonahty Act. 
.. Absent enactment of the bill, the beneficiary, a native of the Philip
pme~, ':Vo~d be ch~rge!Lble to the non preference portion of the numeri
cal hmitatwn for liiliDigrants and conditional entrants from countries 
in the Eastern H~misphere. · · · 

Sincerely~ JAMES F. GREENE, 
Acting Commissioner. 

MEMORANDUM OF INFORMATION FROM IMMIGRATION AND 
NATURALIZATION SERVICE FILES RE S.• 2382 

. Information concerning . this case was obtained from the,. 
mterested party, Mr. Fehx 0: Balonan, the beneficiary's 
adoptive father. · 

The benefici~ry, Caridad R. BaloniWl, who was formerly 
known as Caridad R. Pernes, a native and citizen of the 
Philippines, was born on October 16, 1954. She lives with 
h~r adoptive mother, Julia Ramirez Balonan in the Philip
pmes. She ~a~ adopted by Mr. and Mrs. Felix 0. Balonan 
m the Mumcipal Court of :ralo~pon,_ Leyte, Philippines 
on January 28, 1971. The benefiCiary IS the niece of Mrs. 
Balonan. The cc:mrt decreed that the· adopted child's name be 
changed to Caridad R. Balonan. The beneficiary has resided 
continuously with her adoptive parents since she was seven 
years of age, but was not formally adopted until she was 16 
ye~rs old. The_adoptive parents have raised her as their own 
c~Ild, suppo:tmg and educating her. She graduated from 
h_Igh school m 1972. The beneficiary's natural parents and 
SIX brother_s and sisters reside in the Philippines. 

·. Mr. Fehx 0. Ba}ona~ _was born in the Philippines on 
.July 23, 1~23, and IS a citizen of that country. He married 
Jul.Ia Ramirez on March 10, 1952. They have no children of 
their own. Mr. B!tlonan graduated from high schc:>O~ ill the 
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Philippines. He was employed as a crewman for the United 
States Corps of Engineers for more than 20 years and was 
issued a special immigrant visa based upon this employment. 
He was; admitted to the United States as a permanent resi
dent on Feburary 26, 1971. His widowed mother and four 
brothers and sisters reside in the Philippines. 

Mr. Balonan is currently employed as a crewman with an 
American oil company .and resides m San Francisco. He earns 
approximately $650 a month and has savings of approxi
mately $1,000. His wife is the beneficiary of a second prefer
ence visa petition, but as yet, an immigrant visa has not been 
issued. It is the Balonan's desire that the beneficiary be al
lowed to immigrate at the same time as Mrs. Balonan. A 
request has been denied that the beneficiary be paroled into 
the United States so that she could accompany Mrs. Balonan 
to this country. 

The interested party stated that he and his wife adopted 
the benefici.ary becau~e they d~d not have childr~n of their 
own. He wishes to brmg his wife and the benefiCiary to the 
United States to reunite their family. It is his intention that 
the beneficiary continue her education in the United States. , 

A letter, with enclosure, dated April 24, 1974 to the chairman of 
the Senate Committe~ on the Judiciary from the Assistant Secretau 
for Cm~gressional Relations, U.S. Department of State, with reference 
to the bill reads as follows : · 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
- Washington, D.O., April134, 1974. 

l-Ion. ,JAl\IES 0. EASTLAND, 
Ohairnwn, Committee on the ,ludieiary, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, /).0. 

DEAR 1\iR. CHAIRMAN: In reference to your request for a report 
concerning the case of Caridad R. Balonan, beneficiary of S. 2:382, 
9i3rd Congress, there is enclos~d a memorandum of infoi·mation con
cerning the beneficiary. This memorandum has been submitted by the 
American Consulate at Cebu, Philippines, in whose consular jurisdic
tion the beneficiary .resides. The beneficiary's correct surname is 
Baluman. 

The bill would provide for the beneficiary's classification as the 
daughter of a permanent ref?ident alien and for granting of second 
preference status upon approval of a petition filed by Felix 0~ Balo
nan. It also provides that the natural parents, brothers, or sisters of 
the beneficiary shall not be accorded any right, privilege, or status 
under the Immigration and Nationality Act by virtue of such 
relationship. 

Sincerely yours, 
LINwooD HoLTON, 

Assistant Secretary for Congressional Relations. 

Enclosure: 
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[Submitted b.r the Amerleu Con11ulate at Cebu, Pbillppinell] 

MEMORANDUM OF INFORMATION 

Caridad Ramirez Pernes, now known as Caridad R. 
Balunan, was born October 16, 1954 at Barrio San Miguel, 
Palompon, Leyte, Republic of the Philippines. She is single 
and presently residing at San Miguel, Palompon, Leyte. Her 
father, Hermogenes Pernes and her mother, Eugenia Ramirez 
live in Sitio Agbanga, part of Barrio San Miguel, Palompon, 
Leyte. She is the fifth of eight children, all of whom are 
residing in the Philippines. The beneficiary's adoptive father, 
Felix Balunan, is a permanent resident ahen residing in San 
Francisco. 

The beneficiary finished Grade Six at San Miguel Elemen
tary School and graduated from high school at Colegio de 
San Francisco Javier, Palompon, Leyte on April 26, 1971. 
She has not attended any educational institution since then. 
The beneficiary is chargeable to the foreign state limitation 
for the Philippines but is not registered as an intending 
immigrant: - . 

A check with the Police Department at Palompon, Leyte 
r~vealed no derogatory information concerning the benefi
Ciary. 

The beneficiary underwent a medical examination on Feb
ruary 6, 1974by the Consulate's panel of physicians and was 
fomid to have no defect, disease or disability. 

There ·are attached two certified copies of the adoption 
decree issped by the Municipal Court of Palompon, Leyte. 
concerning the adoption of the beneficiary. 

Rl':PFBI,IO OF Tlm PHILIPPINES IN THE ~IUNICIPAL COURT OF 

PALOMPON, LEYTE 

In re : Petition for the adoption of the minor Caridad R. 
Pernes, Special Proceedings No. 136, Adoption. 

FELIX BALUNAN and JuLIA RAMIREz, 
Petitioners. 

ORDER 

At the lu"1aring of this petition on January 28, · 1971 at 
8 :00 A.M:., as scheduled, the following facts were established 
to the satisfaction of the court: That petitioners Felix Bahl
nan and Julia Ramirez are Filipinos, aged 48 and 43, respec
tively, both residents of B. San Miguel, Palompon, Leyte, 
both without any legitimate, legitimated, acknowledged 
natural children or natural children by le~al fiction, and 
have been in the care and custody of the mmor Caridad R. 
Pernes, whom they have been supporting, maintaining and 
rearing as their own child since about seven years old; that 
petitioners are capable morally and financially to ,support, 
maintain and educate the child; in. fact from Grad~· I up to 
4th year high school wherein Caridad Pernes is resently 
enrolled, the petitioners have been spending for the support, 

- l 
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maintenance and education of the child 3.. that Felix Balunan 
is presently employed as Mechanic in ~an Francisco, Cali
fornia, United States of America, earning $300 a month 
enough to support his family including Caridad Pernes and 
to pay for the education .of said minor; that Caridad Pernes 
was born on October 16, 1954; that she consents to the adop
tion (Exhibit "B"); that her parents by nature, Hermo
genes Pernes and Eugenia Ramirez consent to the adoption 
of their child Caridad by Felix Balunan and Julia Ramirez 
(Exhibit "A"); that the parents by nature of Caridad Pernes 
cannot provide for the educational and moral upbringing 
of the child by reason of poverty; that the petitioners have 
all the qualifieations and none of the disqualification to adopt, 
as proVIded for in the Civil Code of the Philippines; that the 
ordel' of. this court dated December 28, 1970 fixing the date 
of hearing of the petition was posted in the Bulletin Board 
of the Session Hall of this Court and at the Barrie Hall of 
Be. San Miguel, Palonipen, Leyte, where the adopting par
ents and the natural parents of the minor are residing; that 
said order was likewise published in the Reporter, a news
paper published in the Province of Leyte and of general cir
culation in the Provinces of Leyte, Gebu2 Sumar and Rehel, 
as shown in Exhibit "C"-first publicatiOn, Exhibit "D"
second publication, Exhibit "E"-third and last consecutive 
publication and Exhibit "F", a:ffidavit.of the Editor of the 
Reporter showing that the said order was published consecu
tively for three weeks in the Reporter, particularly on Janu
ary 1, January 8, and January 15, 1971, as required in the 
order. 

Wherefore, in view of the foregoing and there having been 
no opposition to the petition and that this being a proper case 
for adoption, the court hereby grants the petition and orders 
that the minor Caridad R. Pernes shall henceforth be freed 
from allleO'al obligations of obedience and maintenance with 
respect to her natural parents, Hermogenes Pernes and Eu
genia Ramirez, and, to all intents and purposes, shall hence
forth be the child of Felix Balunan and Julia Ramirez·like
wise the said Caridad R. Pernes shall enjoy all the ~ights 
and perform all duties as if she were the legitimate child 
of Felix Balunan and Julia Ramirez; that the parental 
a~tt~ority of He~mogenes ~ernes and Eugenia Ramirez over 
Car1dad Pernes IS hereby d1ssolved ; the surname of Caridad 
re.rnes is hereby ordered ch~nged to Caridad R. Balunan; 
It IS further ordered that Car1dad Pernes be the legal heir of 
her parents by adoption. 

So ordered. 
Palompon, Leyte, January 28, 1971. 

s/LoRE~zo G. RoBEL, Jr. 
t/LoRENzo G. RoBEL, Jr. 

Auwiliary and Aatinf! Municipal Judge. 
Note : This is a true copy from the or1ginal. Issued this 5th 

day of February 1974. 
.. GERMINIO DEem, 

· · Olerk-SteMgrapher. 



6 

Senator Alan Cranston, the author of the bill, has submitted the. 
following information in connection with the case: 

Hon. JA~IES 0. EAsTLAND, 

u.s. SENATE, 
Washington, D.O., November ~6, 1973. 

Chairman, Senate Committee on the Judiciary, U.S. Senate, Wash
ington, D.O. 

DEAR SE:s-ATOR K\.sTLAND: On September 6, 1973, I i~1troduced a 
private bill, S. 2382 for the relief of Caridad R. Pernes Balonan, the 
adopted daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Felix 0. Balonan. Mr. Balonan 
resides at 170 St. Shotwell, San Francisco, California, 94103. 

Caridad is a native of the Bhilippines. She has lived with he·r 
adoptive parents since the age of seven. Mr. Balonan, an American 
citizen, r.roceed to the United States to work in order to provide for 
his family. However, l\frs. Balonan felt it necessary to remain in the 
Philippines so that her teenage daughter would not be left alone. 
Under immigration law the child was inadmissable not having been 
formally adopted until over the age of fourteen. . 

The case was first brought to my attention by Mr. E. H. Heredia, 
Director of the Filipino-American Political Association. As he points 
out in the attached letter dated July 20, 1973, this separation is a great 
hardship to the family. It is both a financial and emotional drain to 
all concerned. 

I am enclosing a copy of Caridad's birth certificate and a letter ad
dressed to the "Department of State/Immigration Service" describing 
l\fr. Bal9nan's problem in relation to Caridad. Also enclosed is the 
petition for the adoption. 

I hope your Committee will find it possible to permit this family 
to be reunited ~in this country. • 

Sincerely, 
ALAN CRA.NSTON. 

Enclosures. 

FILIPINO-AMERICAN PouncAr. AssociATioN, 

l-Ion . .Ar,.\.N CruNSTON, 
Tl.S. Senate, 
lV ashington, D.O. 

San Francisco, Oalij., July ~0, 1973. 

DI<JAR SENATOR CRANSTON: A member of our organization is asking 
for assibi:ance. He is Mr. Felix 0. Balonan, residin/? at 170 Shotwell 
Street, San Francisco, CA. 9-1103 (phone 863-8080 J. He has been in 
Federal service f.rom 194-7 to 1969. 

I am attaching a copy of letter dated January 30, 1973 that Mr. 
Balonan wrote to the Department of State, Immigration Service, 
Washington, D.C. which is self explanatory. It concerns his adopted 
child, formerly named Caridad R. Pernes; The child was 'legally 
adopted in January 1971. · 

Mr. Balonan's wife, Julia Ramirez Balonan is presently in the 
Philippines with their adopted child, residing at San Miguel, Palon
PO!l· Leyte. He was ready to file a petition for his wife and adopted 
cluld to come to the United States as· permanent residents, however 
there is an immigration law referring to sec. 101 (b) 1 of the Immigra-
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tion and N~tionality Act which reads in part: "The term 'child' means 
an. unmarned pei:son under twenty-one years of age who is-(E) a 
child adopted ~hlle under the age of fourteen years if the child has 
~hereafter been m the legal custody of, and has resided with. the adopt
mg parent or parents for at least two years ... " You will see from 
this Act that the adopted child. will not qualify for entry into the 
Unite~ States s~nce ~he was already 16 or 17 when adopted at age of 7. 
. I Will appremate It very much if you can check with the Immigra
~wn and N aturaliza~ion Service in Washington to determine if there 
IS any other Act whiCh would help Mr. Balonan to brinO' his wife and 
ado:pted child into the U.S. I sincerely hope there is eas he is very 
anxi~n~s. to have the~ bot~ her~ with him. If there is not, is there any 
possibility of a Special. Bill bemg enacted for. the purpose of helping 
Mr. B_al?nai_J- resolve his problem. I believe there is very good cause 
for this m VIew of the fact that Mr. Balonan has been workinO' for the 
Federal Go;vernment for 22 years, he is already settled in the U.S. and 
the separatwn fro~n his wife and child is a great hardship. 

l\1~. Balonai~ Is m the process of filing for his U.S. citizenship. 
Will appreciate your early reply giving the information requested 

above, a~d any remedy that can be found to help this family. 
Smcerely, 

E. H. HEREDIA, 
Founder and Director. 

, SAN FRANCisco, CALIF., January 30,1973. 
THE DEPART~IENT OF STATE, 
lM:\HGRATION SERVICE, 
Washington, D.O. 

DEAR SIRs: I .am pleased to inform you that I am a Special Immi
grant to the Umted States having landed in the United States on Feb
ruary 25, .1?71 as evidenced by my green card No. A30654825. 

In a~ditlon, I am also pleased to inform you that I have served 
!he U~1ted ~tates .Federal Service for 22 years from 1947 to 1969 
mcl~sive which entitled me to aforesaid status. 

SII_J-Ce my marriage to my wife sometime in 1951, we are childless 
and m 1961, we adopted a niece of my wife, Caridad R. Pernes, who 
was then 7 years old and took care of her since then as our own 
daughter up to the present time. 
. Because_! wa~ sea-going from 1947 to 1969 all over the Pacific Ocean 
m connectiOn WI~h. my employment with the U.S. Army Ma.p Service 
and could on~y VISit my w~fe and d_aughter only once a year for about 
a mont~ durmg my yacat10ns, I did not have the material time then 
to legahze ~mr adopti.on of our said daughter until 1969 when I went 
o_ut of service. AdoptiOn proceedings in the Philippines takes at least 
SIX {6) ~onths and I have to be personally present during the pro
ceedmgs m. the court. I .finally was able to file the petition for the 
legal adoptiOn of my stud daughter sometime in 1970 and the final 
o~d~r of the Mu~icipal Court of Palo;mpon, Leyte, who had the juris
diCtion on the said case, a photocopy IS hereto attached was issued on 
J a;nuary 28, 1971 declaring Caridad R. Pernes as my l~gally adopted 
child a~d her nam~ was changed to Caridad Balonan. 

Havmg be~n gamfully employed now in San Francisco, California 
where I Immigrated alone and could very well support my family if 
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living in the United States, it is my ardent desire to have my wife 
and aforesaid daughter join me in San Francisco where I now reside. 
:May I have the honor to request your good office for the approval of 
the petitions in their behalf to enable them to join me in the United 
States, especially that of our daughter who has known no other par-
ents but us. . 

I fervently pray that my request shall meet with your favorable 
consideration for which we shall all be much oblige\!. · 

·with the assurance of my highest esteem, I remain, 
. Sincerely yours, . F o· B 

llllJX • .ALONAN. 

~intese of Jlalo 
1Jaris~ of $t. ~ranc:ie 3ta\1irr ::N~ 2108 

Palompon, Leyte 

CERTIFICATE OF BAPTISM 

Name of Child .... (t!t.lc::f!.~#..!. ... ~! ... : ... , ............ : ....... , ................... . 
(Sexl (Leg> 

Date of Birth ... @f:!i:f!::~~.!.(v . ..'.!J.~i ...................................................... . 
j.' . /J . ..f: 

Place of Birth ..... 'f!:!1:~..l.~(J .... ~<!~?~~~----~········--··············--······· 
Father ........ .1~--~-~~~ ... fl:'!::t:Y!~~---····• ·············(-iii;ti;pi~)··· .. ···-···· 

Mothe1; ...... ff:«:J-~~"4. .. £!·.t!.:1.~'1J-······· .. ···'··• ............. (.iiirth"Pi~;·;············ 
Date of Baptism .... )?!!:1/i!J.z~1Lf.~/.l.Y: . .f'.f ........................................ . 
Minister of Baptism-Rev. Fr . . /!z:~ ... f!.: ... /J.4~ ................................ . 

, · sponsoz: ........... }i::~~t9. ... /ik:!~.~-----·--····················································· 
.. fh-~.-~.!lt::.: .. :Ff!. ..... t!?:j.'(.!f!..:Jr:£ ........................................... . 
.. h~.tt.tk .. f!J.y~. )Jf#•¥!:& . .f/.l?..Z! ............................................... . 

IMPORTAN~ 

To Parents or Guardians, 
Any incorrect in£ormation appearing in this certificate should be reported 

to the Parish Registrar'• Office for correction. within three (3) days from dato 
of Baptism. · 

The committee, after consideration of all _the facts in the case, is of 
the OI)inion that the bill (S. 2382) should be enacted. 0 . . . 



S.2382 

.RintQtthird Q:ongrcss of the 1anittd ~tatcs of america 
AT THE SECOND SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the twenty-first day of January, 
one thousand nine hundred and seventy-four 

9n 9ct 
For the relief of Caridad R. Balonan. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That, for the pur
poses of sections 203(a) (2) and 204 of the Immigration and Nation
ality Act, Caridad R. Balonan shall be held and considen'd to be the 
natural-born alien daughter of Felix 0. Balonan, a lawful resident 
alien of the United States. No natural parent, brother, or sister of the 
said Caridad R. Balonan, by virtue of such relationship, shall be 
accorded any right, privilege, or status under the Immigration and 
Nationality Act. 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

-- ----------------

Vice President of the United States and 
President of the Senate. 



October 3 ~ 1974 

Dear Nr. Director: 

The following bills were received at the White 
House on October 3rd: 

• 
s. 2382v 
II .a. 4861 r/ 
H.R. l.Oo88 
II.R. 11546"' ' 
H.R. 1.63.00/ 

Please l.et. the President have ·reports and 
recommendations as to the approval. o:r these bills 
as soon as :possibl.e.. · 

Sincerely~ 

Rebert D. LiiXler 
Chief Executive Clerit 

?ne Honorable R<t'J L. Ash 
Director 
O:f'fice o:f' Hanagement and Budget 
tvasbin~.:o D. c. 




