




road construction caused the statue to be displaced, it 
was placed in temporary storage until being loaned, in 
1961, to the city of Salem, Illinois, which is the 
birthplace of William Jennings Bryan. The statue is 
technically considered property of the Department of the 
Interior, and could not be given to the city of Salem 
without appropriate legislative authority. 

H.R. 5507 would authorize and direct the Secretary of the 
Interior to donate, by appropriate cooperative agreement, 
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and without monetary consideration, to the city of Salem, 
Illinois, all right, title, and interest of the United States 
in and to the statue of William Jennings Bryan that was 
authorized by the 1930 Act. The donation would be conditioned 
on the city suitably displaying and maintaining the statue 
within the city. 

In its report on H.R. 5507, the Committee on House 
Administration noted that: 

"This legislation would give the City clear 
title to the statue and thus resolve any legal 
difficulties relative to city expenditures for 
maintenance and care thereof." 

Enclosures 

Assistant Director for 
Legislative Reference 
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EXECUT VE OFFICE OF THE P ::N1 

"-\ OFFICE OF MANAG NT AND BU ' .::T 
Ji :\'\ WASHINGTON, D.C. 2.0503 

,~ 

OCT 1 1974 

MEMOR&~DUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Enrolled Bill H.R. 5507 - William Jennings Bryan -
statue donation 

Sponsor - Rep. Gray (D) Illinois 

La.s't Day for Action 

October 8, 1974 - Tuesday 

Purpose 

Authorizes and directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
donate a statue of William Jennings Bryan to the city 
of Salem, Illinois. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget Approval 

Department of the Interior No objecti'on 

Discussion 

Over the period of his distinguished career in public service, 
William Jennings Bryan served as a Member of the House of 
Representatives of the United States, as Secretary of State 
of the United States, and was three times nominated by his 
party for President of the United States. 

Under provisions of a 1930 Act, the William Jennings Bryan 
Memorial Association was given permission to erect a statue 
of William Jennings Bryan on public land in the District of 
Columbia -- no Federal expense ,.;as involved. When subsequent 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

Oetober 3, 1974 

THE PRESIDENT 

KEN COLE 

ACTION 

last Day - October 8 

SUBJECT: EArolled 1111 H.R. 1507 

Attached for your stgnature fs the House b111, H.R. 5507, W1111u 
Jennings Bryan -- statue donation, which authorizes and directs the 
secretary of the Interior to donate, without .onetlry constderatton, 
a statue of W1111am Jennfngs Br,ran to the c1~ of Salem, I111no1s. 

Roy Ash reeORMnds approvel and provtdes you w1th addtttonel back· 
g1'0Uftd 1nfonnat1on in hfs enrolled b111 report (Tab A). 

We hive checked wtth the Counsel•s offtce (Chapmen) aftd 8111 Tfmaons 
who concur. 

RECOMNOA TION 

That you J.!.sm.. the House bill. H.R. 5507 (Tab B). 



FROM: 

THE PRESIDENT 

KEN COLE 

ACT lOft 

Last Day - October 

SUBJECT: &ntt1led 1111 tt.R. 5$!7 

Attached for your signature ts the House b111, K.R .. 5507, W11l1Ut 
Jennings Bryen .... statue doftatton. wtatcb authorizes and dfreets the 
Secretary of the Interior to donate, wt tbout wrmeta17 cens1dent10ft. 
a statue of W1111u Jeutnts Bryaft to the city of Sal•. Illinois. 

Roy Ash reeo••ends approval and prevt4es you wttb add1ttena1 back· 
fP'O&md tnfon~~tton tn his enrolled bill report (Tu A). 

We have cbecked wtth the Counsel's offfce (ChaPIIA) aftd Bill T1180ftS 
who concur. 

RECOitiEHDATION 

That you !1m the House btll, H.R. 5507 (Tab 8). 



FJOI: 

Octobel- 3, 1974 

TH£ PRESIDENT 

lEN COLE 

ACTION 

Last DI.Y .. October 8 

SUIWECT: EH!lled 1111 H.l. 1507 

Attadlecl fw your lftllhN 11 the lllule bUl, ll.l. 5507, W111t• 
-.tags lt7U -·statue daMtfon, wtdl htllor1zes ucl dtNCU the 
Secretary of the Jftterior to donate, wttlllut -•17 constdentt•. 
a statue of wnu • .-., .. , ,,." to t1ae ctty of Sal•. 111t•1t. 

loy Alb reca 1 11ncls .,.,.., lftCI pt'ftfM JOU w1U. addttteRil back· 
oreact taf.,.tfoet ta tats ... nee~ bt11 report (Tala A). 

Ve baM dlectecl wtttl tbe Couuel •s offtce (CIIa,...) aad ltll Tt-. 
• concur. 

RECOIIDDATIOI 

Tlaat 10U !!5I!. tile HcMtse bt11, H.l. 5507 (Tilt 1). 



THE WHITE HOVSE 

ACTION WASHINGTON LOG NO.: 620 

Da.te: Se~ber 1, 1974 

FOR ACTION:./ Mj.efi'ae 1 Ouva 1 
~11 Buchen 
. Bill TiiTIT10ns 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Da.te: Thursday, October 3, 1974 

Time: 4:00 p.m. 

cc (for information): 

Time: 

SUBJECT: Enrolled 8111 H.R. 5507 - William Jennings Bryan 
statue donation 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

Warren K. Hendriks 
Jerry Jones 
Paul Theis 

2:00 p.m. 

__ For Necessa.ry Action _!X_ For Your Recommendations 

__ Prepa.re Agenda. a.nd Brief --Draft Reply 

-- For Your Comments Draft Rema.rks 

REMARKS: 

Please return to Kathy Tindle - West 'ling 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

I£ you ha.ve a.ny questions or if you a.nticipa.te a. 
delay in submitting the requirod ma.teria.l, please 
telephone the Sta.££ Secretary immediately. 

K. R. COLE, JR. 
For the President 



THE \VHITE HOUSE 

ACTION ME.\10RANDCM WASill:-iOTON LOG J:.fO. : 620 
j' 

Date: 

FOl~ ACTION: 'chael Duval 
hil Buchen 

Bill Timmons 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: Thursday, October 3, 1974 

Time: 4:00 p.m. 

cc (for information): 

Time: 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill H.R. 5507 - William Jennings Bryan 
statue donation 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

Warren K. Hendriks 
Jerry Jones 
Paul Theis 

2:00 p.m. 

. ~~- For Necessary Action _XX_ For Your Recommendations 

Prepare Agenda and Brie£ ___ DraH Reply 

_·_ For Your Comments ____ Draft Remarks 

REMAR¥:S: 

Please return to Kathy Tindle - West Wing 

PLEASE ATTACH •rHIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTm. 

H you have an:r questions ct H you o.nHcipa!:e a . 
c:c~c.y in '31.cbmiHint;i ihe mqui!'ed rr.nterial, please 
bk:phc:Hl i:he Stoff Sec::etary immediately. 

l'!mrren K • Hendriks 
z't»n- the President 



THE WHITE· HG._USE 

ACTION MEMORANDUM . 

Date: October 1, ~ 
WASHINGTON LOG NO.: 620 

FOR ACTION:4'hael Duval 
Phil Buchen 
Bill Timmons 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: Thursday, October 3, 1974 

Time: 4:00 p.m. 

cc (for information): 

Time: 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill H.R. 5507 -William Jennings Bryan 
statue donation 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

Warren K. Hendriks 
Jerry Jones 
Paul Theis 

2:00 p.m. 

--For Necessary Action _xx_ For Your Recommendations 

~- Prepare Agenda and Brie£ ___ Draft Reply 

For Your Comments Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

Please return to Kathy Tindle - West Wing 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

I£ you have any questions or if you anticipate a 
delay in submitting the required material, please 
telephone the Staff Secretary immediately. Warren K. Hendriks 

For the President 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

10/1/74 

TO: . WARREN HENDRIKS 

~r~)'. 
Robert D. Linder 



United States Department of the Interior 

Dear Mr. Ash: 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

Sfl' 2 W7tt. 

This responds to your request for the views of this Department on 
enrolled bill, H.R. 5507 "To authorize the conveyance to the city 
of Salem, Illinois, of a statue of William Jennings Bryan." 

We have no objection to the President's approving this enrolled 
bill. 

Enrolled bill H.R. 5507 would authorize and direct the Secretary 
of the Interior to donate, by appropriate cooperative agreement, 
and without monetary consideration, to the city of Salem, Illinois, 
all right, title, and interest of the United States in a specified 
statue of William Jennings Bryan. The donation is to be conditioned 
on the city's suitably displaying and maintaining the statue as a 
memorial to William Jennings Bryan. 

Erection of the statue was originally authorized by the Act of 
June 18, 1930 (46 Stat. 783), which directed the then Director 
of Public Buildings and Public Parks of the National Capital to 
grant per.mission to the William Jennings Bryan Memorial Association 
to erect the statue on public grounds of the United States in 
Washington, D.C. The 1930 Act provided that the United States 
was to be put to no expense in or by the erection of the memorial. 
The statue has now been located in the city of Salem, Illinois, 
for several years. 

As enrolled, the bill incorporates two technical amendments 
suggested by this Department. 

Sincerely yours, 

I 

I J r 
I 

Acting Assistant Secretary of the Interior 

Honorable Roy L. Ash 
Director, Office of 

Management and Budget 
Washington, D.C. 

Save Energy and You Serv.e America! 



93n CoNGREss 
'!JilSession } SENATE 

· · calendar· N·o.lllO 
{ REPol'lir 

No,.93-Il.58 

AUTHORIZING THE CONVEYANCE TO THE CITY OF 
SALEM, ILLINOIS, OF A STATUE OF WILLIAM JENNINGS 
BRYAN 

SEPTEMBER 19,1974.-0rdered to be printed 

Mr. CANNON, from the Committee on Rules and Administration, 
submitted the following. 

REPORT 
[To accompany H.R. 55071 

The Committee ori Rules and Administration, to which was 
referred the bill (H.R. 5507) to authorize the conveyance.· to the 
city of Salem, Illinois, of a statue of William Jennings Bryan, having 
onsidered the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment 

and recommends that the bill do pass. · 
H.R. 5507 would (1) authorize and direct the Secretary of the 

Interior to donate, by appropriate cooperative· agreement, and 
without monetary consideration, to the city of 'Salem, Illinois, all 
right, title, and interest of the United States in arid to the statue of 
William ,Jennings Bryan authorized by the Act of June 18, 1930 
(46 Stat. 783), and (2) provide that such donation shall be on con
dition that the city ofSalem,Illinois, shall suitably display and main
tain within such city such statue as a memorial to Willifl,m Jennings 
Bryan, onetime Member of the Hou8e of Representatives of the 
l!nited St~tes, Secretary of State of th.~ . Uitited States1 . and tliree 
tnnes nomrnated by h1s party for Pres1dent of the Umted States. 

The statue was originally erected ·on p1.1blic la!ld in the District of 
C'olumJ:>i'!', pursuan.t. to the A.ct of Jim·~ 18, 1~3q; (46 S~ut. ?83)~ ~~,\' 
the Wilham .Jenmngs Bryan Memonal Assoc1atron. · 'l'he 'Uruted 
States incurred no expense with respect to this erectioh~ · _.,, · · · · ; 

Subseq].Iently, 'yhep. r(jlad construction in the DistrktOf Columbia 
eause,d ~h(statue :to be displaced, .the _Departr;wnt of the In~erior 
loaned. 1t to the City of Salem, whiCh 1s the b1rthplaee of William 

38-01& . 



2 

ennin B~, I b~ Jieeli located there for several years. H.R. 5507 
~ld give\lU c· y f'lear it] I' to the statue and thus resolve any legal 
difficulties relative to city expep.pij~,es for maintenance an,q care 
thereof. 

The Office .of Mdnogement and Budget has ad~ised that t!ret'e is 
no objection to this meast1re from the standpoint of the Administra
tion's program. 

Letters relative to H.R. 5507 addressed to Senator Howard W. 
Cannon, chairman of the Committee on Rules and Administration, 
by Senator A-dlai E. Stevenson III, and by the Assistant Secretary of 
th~ Interior, are as fe~l}(jwsi 

yt,.l-· ~ c '\ •\ D )l;~J. ~f't'-~1TE,19"" ' vvasrnngwn, .t_;., nugus~;:, , ' -I· 
Hon. HowARD W. CANNON, 
Chairman, Senate Rules 4Wl-.Administr..ation.. Committee, 
U.S. Senate, W~hinglo1f, D.O. • ; 

DEAR HowARD: Two days'·ago, t~e 'House took from its consent 
calendar, and passed, H~R. 5507. 'ftte bilHs short. It simply authorizes 
the Secretary of the Interior to donate a statue of William Jennings 
]lr:>;~ M .SA\~w. Illinois <.m fAe .conditio~ ,tim~ the £tty .4!svJ~r and 
mamtam the statute a~ a nHll11Q!1al. f.o ~;fi. ~~yan. •' 

The bill is not controvehliaJ. It' has' t¥1~ NWsupport of the Admin
istration and passed the House unanimously. The Bryan family has 
endorsed Salem's efforts. I ca.n. {ot_;~e~no Jubstantive difficulties in the 
Senate. 

However, I am concttrned tb-flt this bill m.IJ.Y be overlooked as the 
Rules and Administration Committee turns to consider the vice 
preside.J).iill-1 nQmination in. the limited time feD?t!\ini~g before adjolp"ll
ment. 

I ask youf assistance in seeing that does not'b.appen. This bill is 
meritorious. Salem is the birthplace of William Jennings Bryan. Even 
after he moved to Nebraska, Bryan visited Salem almost unnually arid 
the town bas. not forgotten hini. 

More than any other pl!J.ce in the country; Salem commemorates 
Bryan. Its oldest residents remember him and its younger ones know 
of him throltlg~ stories told in the William Jennings Bryan Memorial 
Park, iq the Bry~n home, in the city library donated by ~tyan, and 
in the churches remembered in Bryan's will. 

And the statue-the subject of H.R. 5507-..is omnipresent. It is 
the centerpiece of Bryan Memorial Park {the Department of the 
Interior authorized its transfer to Salem in 1961). It is part of the 
town seal and is on the town's stationery. It is only fitting that Salem
which cherishes the memory of my great-grandfather's running 
mate-should be given this statue. 

I hope you will review this bill and allow it to be brought to the 
floor soon. Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

With best wishes, 
Sincerely, 

ADLAI E. STEVENSON III, 
U.S. Senator. 

S.R. lloR 
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u.s. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

Hon. HowARD W. CANNON, 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, D.O., August 27, 1971,.. 

Chairman, Committee on R'lllu and Administration, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, D.O. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: This responds to your request for the views 
of this Department on H.R. 5507, a bill in the Senate, "To authorize 
the conveyance to the city of Salem, Illinois, of a statue of William 
Jennings Bryan." 

We have no objection to enactment of this bill. 
As passed by the House of Representatives, the bill would authorize 

and direct the Secretary of the Interior to convey, without monetary 
consideration, to the city of Salem, Illinois, all right, title, and interest 
of the United States in a specified statue of William Jennings Bryan. 
The donation is to be conditioned on the city's suitably displaying and 
maintaining the statue as a memorial to William Jennings Bryan. 
Erection of the statue was originally authorized by the Act of June 18, 
1930 (46 Stat. 783), which directed the then Director of Public Build
ings and Public Parks of the National Capital to grant permission to 
the William Jennings Bryan Memorial Association to erect the statue 
on public grounds of the United States in Washington, D.C. The 1930 
Act provided that the United States was to be put to no expense in 
or by the erection of the memorial. 

The statue has now been located in the city of Salem, Illinois, for 
several years. We have no objection to the aim of H.R. 5507, to convey 
to the city of Salem the United States' interest in the statue. As passed, 
the bill incorporates two technical amendments suggested by this 
Department in its letter of May 17, 1974, to the Chairman of the 
Committee on House Administration. • 

The Office of Management and Budget has advieed that there is no 
objection to the presentation of this report from the standpoint of the 
Administration's program. 

Sincerely yours, 
JoHN H. KYL, 

Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 

0 

S.R. 1Hi8 



93D CoNGREss } HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES { REPORT 
2d Session No. 93-1253 

AUTHORIZING THE CONVEYANCE TO THE CITY OF 
SALEM, ILL., OF A STATUE OF WILLIAM JENNINGS 
BRYAN 

AuGusT 1, 1974.-Referred to the Honse Calendar and ordered to l.Je printed 

Mr. NEDzr, from the Committee on House Administration, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
[To accompany H.R. 5507] 

The Committee on House Administration, to whom was referred 
the bill (H.R. 5507), having considered the same, report favorably 
thereon with amendments and recommend that the bill as amended do 
pass. 

By unanimous consent the Committee adopted a motion to report 
H.R. 5507, as amended. 

H.R. 5507 would authorize and direct the Secretary of the Interior 
to convey, without monetary consideration, to the City of Salem, 
Illinois, all right, title, and interest of the United States in a specified 
statue of William Jennings Bryan. This donation would be condi
tioned on the City's suitably displaying and maintaining the statue as 
a memorial to this former Member of the House of Representatives, 
Secretary of State of the United States, and three-time nominee of • 
his party for the Presidency of the United States. 

This statue was originally erected on public land in the District of 
Columbia, pursuant to the Act of June 18, 1930, ( 46 Stat. 783), by 
the William Jennings Bryan Memorial Association. The United 
St.ates incurred no expense with respect to his erection. 

Subsequently, when road construction in the District of Columbia 
caused this statue to be displaced, the Department of the Interior 
loaned this statue to the City, which is the birthplace of William 
Jennings Bryan. It has been located there for several years. This 
legislation would give t~e City .clear tit.le to the ~tatue and thus 
resolve any legal difficulties relative to City expenditures for main
tenance and care thereof. 

The Com:I?ittee on House Administra.tion requested the Department 
of the Interwr to render a report on this ~easure. That report, which 
al?pears h~reafter, recommends Congresswnal approval of the bill, 
~Ith techmcal am~ndment~. These amendments accomplish the dele
tiOn of reference m the hill to conveyance by quitclaim deed, since 

38-008 
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a quitclaim deed is not an appropriate instrument for donation of a 
statue. 

AMENDMENTS 

. Pag~ 1, ~ine 4, strike the words "to convey, by quitclaim deed," and 
msert m hen thereof "to donate, by appropriate cooperative agree
ment,". 

Page 1, line 8, strike the word "conveyance" mid insert in lieu there
of "donation". 

The report of the Department of the Interior is as follows : 

u.s. DEPAR'l'MEl'IT OF 'l'IHJ IXTEIUOR. 
O.I!'FICE OF THE SECR}j'l'ARY. 

Hon. 1VAYNJ<} L. HAYs, 
Washington, D.O., May 17, l974. 

Ohairnwn, Oomm.ittee on House Administration, House of Repre
sentatives, 1Vashington, D.O. 

DEAR MR'. CHAIRMAN: This responds to the request of your Commit
tee for the views of this Department on H.R. 5507, a bill "To authorize 
the conveyance to the city of Salem, Illinois, of a statue of William 
Jennings Bryan." 

vVe have no objection to enactment of H.R. 5507, if amended as 
suggested in this report. 

The bill would authorize and direct the Secretary of the Interior to 
convey, without monetary consideration, to the city of Salem, Illinois, 
all right, title, and interest of the United States in a specified statue 
ofvVilliam Jennings Bryan. The donation is to be conditioned on the 
city of Salem suitably displaying and maintaining the statue as a 
memorial to William Jennings Bryan. Erection of the statue was 
originally authorized by the Act of June 18, 1930 (46 Stat. 783), 
which directed the then Director of Public Buildings and Public 
Parks of the National Capital to grant permission to the William 
,Jennings Bryan Memorial Association to erect the statue on public 
grounds of the United States in 1Vashington, D.C. The 1930 Act pro
vided. that the United States was to be put to no expense in or by the 
erection of the memorial. 

The statue has now been located in the city of Salem, Illinois, for 
several years. We have no objection to the aim of H.R. 5507, of con
veying to the city of Salem, the United States' interest in the statue. 
vVe would. however, recommend a drafting change to delete the ref
erence in the bill to a quitclaim deed, since a quitclaim deed is not the 
appropriate legal instrument for donation of a statue. Specifically, we 
would recommend : ( 1) revising line 4 of page 1 to read : "to donate, 
by an appropriate cooperative agreement, and without monetary con
sid-"; and (2) revising line 8, page 1, to read "(46 Stat. 783). Such 
donation shall be on condition that". 

The Office of Management and Budget has advised that there is no 
objection to the presentation of this report from the standpoint of the 
Administration's program. 

Sincerely yours, 
C1JRTIS BoHLEN, 

Acting Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 

0 
H.R.1253 



H. R. 5507 

JF\intQ!;third Q:ongrtss of tht tinittd ~tatts of amcrica 
AT THE SECOND SESSION 

Began and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the twenty-first day of January, 
one thousand nine hundred and seventy-/our 

2ln £let 
To authorize the conveyance to the city of Salem, Illinois, of a statue of 

William Jennings Bryan. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary 
of the Interior is authorized and directed to donate, by appropriate 
cooperative ,agreement, and without monetary consideration, to the 
city of Salem, Illinois, all right, title, and interest of the United States 
in and to the statue of William ,Jennings Bryan authorized by the Act 
of June 18, 1930 ( 46 Stat. 783). Such donation shall be on condition 
that the city of Salem, Illinois, shall suitably display and maintain 
within such city such statue as a memorial to William Jennings Bryan, 
onetime Member of the House of Representatives of the United States, 
Secretary of State of the United States, and three times nominated 
by his party for President of the United States. 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Yice President of the United States and 
President of the Senate. 
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