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This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,

The second session of the 91st Congress now is under way, and so I am resuming
the weekly talks in which I discuss with you what is happening in the Nation's
capital and in the Congress,

Traditionally, a mew session of the Congress actually begins when the Presddent
reviews the state of the union.a..in? other wofds, tells : the Congress and the
American people how he sees the condition: the Nation is in and outlines the
action he bélieves Congress should take, MENEEUENENENY

We have heard the President's State of the Union Address, marking the real
beginning of the second session of this Congress...and I think all of you would
agree that it was a most significant speech,

As I see the work that is cut out for the Congress it is to take timely
action"S@® on the problems the President has highlighted in his report o the
Nation,

prem——— Vs,

We must join with the WEEREER Nixen-Administration in an all-out war on

pollution...air and water pollution and solid waste pollution, We must save our

M

environment from gmpsiglex destruction, Positive action must be taken on a
national scale to improve the enviromment in which we live,

“hat is needed is a total commitment from the public to deal with the problems

M

involved inp protecting all of our wle nstural resources and in cleaning up the
water we drink and the air we breaths, We must have the participation of individusals
throughout the country, the enthusiastic support of all our people, the total
support of labor and industry, and the full cooperation of govermment at all levels,

We cannot wait any longer to launch this all-out effort to bring msn into harmohy
with his environment. The war against pollution must be fought and won in the decade
of the W@ Seventies,

A
There are other grea® needs which yslieslk have carried over from the

Si)@ies. ‘,:"“\ OR /
@ &,

<
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For instance, the 91lst Congre s last year SEERGNNED faﬂ;ed to
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ﬂu) -Nixon’ﬁdnrhrbrbnt-i:orr' propo{als which I find most commendable--proposals to
T
deal with crime, spreading drug abuse, reform of the JNlE welfare system,
reorganization of the postal system, mass transportation, new foreign trade
o i

policies, and msmem the sharing of Federal income tax revenue with the cities
and states,

These are only some of the highly important Nixon Administﬁation
recommendations which are awaiting action by the Congress,

| cumay )
So this second g@ session of the 91st Congress should be a most busy one,
b \

And 1 would s hope that the Congress this year would measure up in one
area where it failed miserably in 1969, That is the question of facing up to
the problem of inflation,

We all want lower taxes, for instance. But certainly we all should recognize
that the tax bill passed by the last Congress @ may cost all of us more in higher
prices than it returns to us in tax savings, The reason for that, of course, is that

p—— P
Congre ss il went on a spending spree in some areas. The Congress did not match
expenditures with revenue,
.

The Congre ss # this year should put a high priority on the battle ,gainst

inflation, so that the dollars we save through tax reductions will mean somsething

in the marketplace,

.

w PECERERT
hat we need is for the 91st Congress dslumge to be non-partisan this year--non=
partisan in the sense of working together to fight inflation, hand in hand with the

President of the United Statess

That is the kind of record I hope the 91st Congress will make this year in



addition to tsking sound action on the President:s various reform proposals,

If the Congress will join the President in moving against our problems and at
the same time join him in holding the 1ine against unnecessary spending, the
91st Congress will meke a record of which it can be proud,

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washingten, I

be SN talking with you sgain MM next week--same time, same station,
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This is your congressmsn, Jerry Ford, reprorting to you from Washington, D.C,

L4
It emmm was the Senate which took the first major acé!ﬁﬁ!' m gst Congress,

The erucial tests in connection with both of those Senate actions will come in the

House,

The Senate u passed a Labor-Hesl th-Education-Welfare appropriations
bill totalling $19,7 billion--nearly $1.3 billion more than President Nixon
recommended, The Senate also has passed, with only one dissenting vote, a
comprehensive Nixon Administration bill providing new tools to craek down on
organized crime,

As I said earlier, this legislation will pose big tests in the House,

President Nixon “is determined to halt the budget-busting involved
in the Labor-H¢E.W, aprropriations bill-=-and a vote on upholding his veto of the bill
will occur in the House first,

ks for the legislation beefing up our efforts to fight organized crime, it will
run up against the objections of Rep. Emanuel Celler, chairman of the House Judiciary
Committeey, who has already branded some of the provisions "unconstitutionsl," So
there is some tough sledding ahead—: for the Administration48 anti-organizedecrime
bill,

I am leading the effort to uphold the President's wveto of the Labor-H.E.W.
appropriations bill, and I very much want a strong anti-organized-crime bill to
pass the House,

——
It is ridiculous @ for anyone to believe that Mr, Nixon is not a friend of

csORp™

education simply because he believes Congress made 2 big mistake in addi ﬁ.B

‘4’\
a\
)

billion to his recommendations for Lebor-H.B.W, spending,

e
The truth is that the increases would JB go to marginal or misdirected programs



=P

which need to be overhaunled rather than expanded, So the increases Congress has
voted are sn improper burden on you, the taxpayer.
One of the prinmcipal objections to the Labor-H.JNi. appropriations bill as it
s
passed fhe Congress is a $400 million increase @ in funds for so-called "federally
impacted®™ school districts, These are districts around Washington, D,C., and other
G RO SR B
areas serving the children of federal employes, and those school ERNUBMENMGR districts
surrounding SRe our military installations., These districts provide education
»
for only about one-half of the M school children in the country, None of the money
under this "federal impact”™ program goes into Kent or Ionia Counties, Yet Kent and
Ionia texpayers help to pay for schooling the children in these "federal impact™ districts,
I am very much opposed to this increase in federasl impact aid as voted by the Congress,
I hope and trust that the House will uphold the President's veto,
/ Now 1let me turn to the anti-crime bill passed by the Semate, I an most pleased by
$he Senate's action, We need new tools to do what the Senate bill has been formulated
to accomplish--give law officers new wespons to crack down on Mafia operations, syndicate
M
gambling, criminal cartels, narcotics 4N traffic, loan-sharking, and the infiltration
of legitimate businesses and labor unions by criminal elements,
The Senate-approved bill carries out a number of Nixon Administration recommendations—-
granting immunity to witnesses to get them to testify in organized crime casesf making it

a Federal crime to engage in large-scale gambling or to obstruct enforcement of state

and local gambling laws,
AR,
Legislation like the Senate-passed bill is guuusswmge badly needed because NS

PP
criminal cartels drain billions from the economy, endanger @ Americd's youth and

threaten the very fabric of our society. The kingpins of organized crime often ascape

punishment because of® loopholes in the criminal laws,



EE——
It is in the area of orgenized crimefil that the Federal Government's responsibility

is the g greatest, But the Congress can also assist--and should assist to the
greatest extent possible--in the war gainst strest crime, We can help to beef up
local and state police agencies, end this is g why President Nixon has proposed

p—
doubling the Federal funds now being Wi devoted to this purpose. I hope the
s
Congre ss will back up the President,

m‘

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from 4R the Nation's

capital, I"ll be talking with's you again next week-—ssme time, same station,

Ui
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This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washihgton,

There are many things the Congre ss must do during this session which now is
undsr waye

We must work with the President to bring about peace in Vietnam,

We must slow down the steady rise in the cost of living, bring inflation
under control,

We must reform our system of welfare so that it offers an inosntive to work,

We must lead the Nation in a commitment to save itself from the ills of its own
waste products. @ And this is not a matter of "can we do it?" @ We have no choice,
We MUST do itd

We must spend within the limits of our revenueg, otherwise we will never bring
inflation under control and we will destroy the credit of the next generation,

We must join in an all-out war against crime--and we MUST sueceed in bringing
the criminal elements in our society to bay.

If we achieve all of these goals, we will attain the new quality of life that
President Nixon described so eloquently in his State of the Union Message.

Iet me go into some detall about the efforts being made in Washington to

fight crime,
For the first time in history, the Justice Department will get

B L

more than v$1

»

Thatt!s if the Congress approves Mr. Nixon's

= 2. A

*

billion in new obligational authority.

budget request for fiseal 1971,
Actual spending would run slightly under $1 billion=--roughly $984 million,

The budget would giwe a number of recently-enacted anti®crime programe

muséle by giving them increased spending authority.

Perhaps most important--from the standpoint of crime on the streetg-is the
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President's move to earmark $518 million in anti-crime funds m to
help local governments curb crimes,

Mr, Nixon places heavy emphasis on the Law Enforcemsnt Assistance Administration,
This is an agency which channels block grants to the states for ';mcrime-fighting
activities,

Mr, Nixon is asking $L480 million in obligational authority for the Law
Enforcement Assistance Administration, Of that amount, $368 million would be
disbursed to the states in fiscal 1971, That represents more than 2 doubliE of

T,

the $177.5 milljon in federal crime=fighting aid being given the states this fiscal

year.
pemas

The President is determined to help beef up §§ local law enforcement, He
recognizes--as I do=--that the heaviest law enforcemsnt burden rests with local
government,

At the same time, the President is asking Congress to step up the fight against
organized crims, He wants to increase the number of Federal ¥strike forces"™ sgainst
organized crime from 13 to 20--across the country.

These 20 strike forces, involving Federalgmm Jjuries, prosecutors, FBI
agents and other law enforcement personnel, will cost sbout $2 million in fiscal 1971,

In the fight against the illegal traffic in ﬁ drugs, the President is
asking for 223 more positions in the Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs,

These are &ll new asctions which supplement the move made by the President last

——r—

y@r to win congressional approvel of 17 new mislkw@® snti-crime bills,

Unfortunately, Democrats in Congress a have not yst cooperated

sufficiently with the President to bring about the passage of even one of ithe

President's anti-crime proposals,



We need more law enforcement tools, and we nesd more money to fight crime,
I am determined that the President and our local law enforcement officials
o .
will get a1l the help they needg to bring the criminal elements in our society
under control, I feel sure the American people share my concern,
This is ggyour congre sman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from tthe Nation's

Capital, 1111 be talking with @ you against next week--same time, same station.

i
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This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,

The Ouinrdnd™ + My Omornd ol AL

mmm =

WM_MW( ;Z‘r&(, @‘rvuc /‘/Ea» W %»(

tQ_acce i tried to get the spending in the

,4,2\ V74 Ar-rz.; .
bill held down but Now our hope is that the

Senate will give the Presidentf the authority not to spend more than he believes wise,

And our hope also is that the House them would accept that version of the legislation,
I firmly believe the Presic@nt will veto this substitute HEW bill just as he did

the original if Congress @ tries to ghforce him into what he considers to be

inflationary, yifesesleydegiryksniag Hudsct-busting spending,
There also ware fights in the House of Representatives over busing students to
Pt o s e Ay
gchools to overcome racisl 4@l imbalance, and the right of students to attend
schools in their own neighborhoods,

As passed by the House, the bill would bar the use of Federal funds to bus
students for the purpose of correcting racial imbalance., It also Wil declares that
the Federal Government camot withhold funds from school districts which have adopted
freedom-of=-choice pupil assignment plans,

I supported the moves to write these provisions into the bill because I beXTHvg-.

we should be concerned primarily with quality education, To me it does not




i =

to bus Wchildren out of their q ne ighiorhoods unle ss this would mean a
better education for the students involved, I feel sure that parents would prefer
to have their youngsters go to school close to their homes. So I believe what we
should be concentrating on is making our schools the best wherever thax are instead
oy

of carting our children from one part of town to another,

Now I would like to call your @i attention to a 3P letter I have
receifed from our governor, Bill Milliken,

ﬂ':"":—; TN Y P AN S Sy w3 ‘;?%
In the letter, Gove Milliken briefly sketches for me Ueuhimalcadimbnivanbmen 10w

— i
Mgl Michigen aulgl is attacking crime with il the help of Federal funds, Those
funds are being made availahble to Michigan under ths Omnibus Crime Control and Safe
Streets Act, which I sponsored,

Gove Milliken wmpewsiiil® tolls me that the Federal funds Michigan has already

“ . ’ s
received to fight crime have funded wesihsile many worthwhile action *
- it s

projects, with more than 200 additiona& s projegts waiting for money,

The some 200 gpplications now merking time involve dollar requests totalling
more than $6 million,

I agree with Gove Milliken that the Congre ss should approve every last dollar

-

that President @ Nixon asks in Federal ald for State and local crime-fighting efforts,
And T certainly will bend every effort to see that Congre ss responds,

There is no question that full Congressional funding of President Nixon's
crime-fighting request is needed if Michigen is to meet the challenge of crims in
the Seventies,

The President is certainly alert to the needs of the states and the loecal
communities in the fight against crime,

M‘
He has asked the Congress to appropriate $368 mitlion GiNNgMEEESsto be disbursed



to the states and local communities in fiscal 1971, That represents more than
M
a doubling of the $177.5 million in Federal esisgmebbgiims crime-fighting
assistance being given to the states this fisdal year, I aim to see that all
g_—e
of that sid is forthcoming, We must help our local communities in their W battle
P o
against crime,
e
This isgyour congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the Nation's

capital, I'll be talking with you again next week--same time, same station,

HiH#
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This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington.

Today I would like to telk with you about a varisty of items, let me start
off by sgying that Congress must come to grips with the questicn of re-ordering
our priorities, But our first priority has to be to bring inflation under controls

That is why I am happy to report that at long last Congre ss has passed a
Health-Education-and-Welfare Appropriation Billgsiii® which is Sl $72L million

’ﬂl&\ [
under the original figure ¢iii#@ =pproved by the House although il still about
W\_
$700 million more than the President qgagimiie origindl ly asked for,
g

The final figureffjl was a compromise and will ke aceepted as such by the
President. jgp@e But the President could not in gl good conscience aecept the
$19.7 billion bill originally passed by the Congress during a time of extreme
inflationary pressure, To have accepted that bill would have been to throw in the
sponge in the fight against inflatione

The Nixon Administration has committed itself to reversing the dangerous
inflation which has gripped this country for whemexsamgles five years,

o

As the President has repeatedly pointed out, the g largest single cause of
inflation has been excessive Federal spending=--spsnding which produced % federal
deficits of §57 billion over the decade of the Sixties, During that decade the cost
of living in America went up 25 per cent, We must halt that trend,

-
Let me M@ point out to you that the Nixon Administration has been doing more

than Just talking about inflatione The Administration has been reducing the size of

the Federal esgablishment, And by that I mean that in the first six months of this

health and educationd" Well, that is exactly what the Nixon Administration has done.
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President Nixon cut the proposed fiscal 1970 budget by $7.5 billion--and of

Sl
that cut, §k $L.1 billion was in defense spending. I, the meantime, outlays for

the Department of Health, Education and Welfare have increased by 13 per cent in
fiscel 1970 and will increase even further in fiscal 1971,

As the President has reported, ®For the first time in twenty years, next year's
budget will provide mare funds for human resources than for defense."

Bur priorities clesarlyg@ are shiftingjjlill under the Nixon Administration, but

-
such a shif t must be made in a controlled and rationgl manrer,AENEE cspecigl 1y

in the midst of an inflationery crisis, After all, there kan irreducible w

1% ity., And if th internatio there will
of e ssential milftary security. An if the worap happens emgﬂ%%ly, re w

T gazagee.

be ng domstic society to look after at all So while we cut back on defense sae_ndmg,

i L A ;

we mst maintain a viable smzlgth
e T T =

s s T ATV L R SR

m L

Let m now re'art to you that I have introduced seven separate bills to
implement the broad anti-Pollution measures sent to Congre ss by President Nixon,
I believe it's time we got tough with polluters, That is the right spproach,
gum—s
and it is one @Pwe have delayed for too long,
My legislation covers air and water pollution, plus solid waste disposal, It
W&; -
also includes ygagtisd rrovisions to expand the availabl&ity of perk and recreation
lards. My bills create the opportunity for communities and industries to end air
g
and water pollution and provides Sl stiff penalties for polluters who fail to
accept their responsibilities,
Lastly, I wish to gpplaud the fact that the House Ways and Means Committee appears
ey
to be moving President Nixon's welfare g reform plane-what I cglled Workf

[ L

toward passage by the Congress,

v

I stromgly favor this legislation because it @il provides an incentlva for



individuals to get off the welfere rolls and onto payrolls, Under existing programs,

those on yelfare findethemselves with a smaller income when they

teke W@MSQM 2 job. In other words,' it costs them money to work, The Nixon Wl

Workfare Progbam would change 211 this and give welfare families and the working poor

m"
an incentive to brezk out of the poverty cycle, This is Americanism at Memml its

——
best=-a hand up imEREe# instead of aml a handout.
o W

[

‘EJ.
This 1s your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to §I you from the Nation's

capitale I'3l be talking with you again next week--same time, same station,

T
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This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,

I have always felt there is no area of concern more important than education,
In that connection, I feel t-oc:_ that much more can be done with the schooling of
children in their earliest ysars, So today I want to tell you sbout a bill I
have introduced in the ;ﬁ.s. House of Representativese.

It is an omnibus bill dealing with early childhood education, It is aimed at
fulfilling a national commitment that will give all American children an opportunity
for the greatest possible development during the first five years of their lives,

o

I callp my bill "“The Compxsahensive Headstart Child Development Act of 1970,"
Iet me tell you what it would do,
IR

It would establish a National Institute for Early Childhood Development and
Education,

It would experiment with a number of approaches to providing services for
young children--everything from kindergarten-type compen{l’atory education to the
tutoring of toddlers and working with infants and their mothers at home,

It would consolidate the major Federal programs which provide operating funds
for dey-care and child development programs--programs which in fiscal 1971 invdlve
outlays totalling more than $560 million,

My bill also would provide for : commissions to be established ln: each
state to plan the use of early childhood funds in that : state and to approve
applications for funds,

Under my bill, urban areas would be assured a fair share of the early childhood

e e T

fg_ds, funds would be spent only where facilities and persomnel were adequate to use

them wizgl_lx, private enterprise would assist with early childhood programs,

KYdt Nt
programslguld be eviuatad to i-v’v. proper and i.mprove_d operai;ipn.

My bill assigns the highest priority to services for educationally handicapped



children=--children who need special services the most, Funds would be allocated to
the 50 states on the basis of the number of disadvantaged children, the number of
children of working mothers, and the total number of children in each State,

I introduced my bill on the same day thsat President Nixon sent Congress his
education reform message, I might mention that my bill meshes with the President's

proposals for establishment of a National Institute for Edycation Research and

IS

f\ et i
a network of wmmpmms experimental centers to see what works best in educ HB‘&'.”;K'
P

While I am on the subjectM® of education, I would like to point the
tremendous grouit.h in totel spending for education in the United States during the
last two and a half decades,

In 1945, for instance, totale gucation expenditures were $l billion, or 2 per cent
of our gross national product--the total of goods and services produced in this country,

In 1969, that outlay had lesped to $62 billion, or 7,1 per cent of our gross
national product,

g

Of coumse, the ;ﬁopulation of the country g grew at the same time, climbing
from 140 million in 1945 to 203 million in 1969,

And in the last five years inflation has eaten up much of the increase: in our
education spending.

T ot asnna
Our schools have become the prime victims of inflation,W

that the huge inecreases in eduncational srending in recent ysars have had little effect
on the quelity of education meny children receive, The average school district is
spending only 13 per cent more pep pupil, and the bulk of what is left has gone into
highsr teacher salaries, .af the $51 additional spent on each elementary pupil

last year, $25 was eaten up by inflation,

As a matter of fact, a cost of education index study shows that since “the



1957-59 base period, 60 per cent of increased school spending has been consumed

by inflationary rises in costs,

[ ety st =y
This is justummille one mEpussmwmeR of the reasons asshlutadsbsstias we must

assign top priority to the fight against inflationg

| S—

This is your congre sspan, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washing ton,

I'11 be talking with you again next week--same time, s ame station,

i
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This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, repofting to you from the Nation's

> P
apital,
cap IR | ww}e&\

Late odlution has become a very popular sub;]ect\ Paople are talking about

o
every kind of pollution, from the poisons that Sl imperil our air and our water
.
to the solid waste pollution of junked cars and what the @ population planners

call "peopls pollution." Today I'd like to tdl k about a special kind of "pdople

pollution®=-pornography, mail order g pornography. ﬁ‘/ DM
o W

/w »

I want to report to you that mewamigxhto ctrb the £low

of mail order pornography is really beginning to show,\results.

w’:& p
The way we have obtained Glllmmms those results is through @Bclose cooperation

=,
between the Justice Department and the Chief Postal Inspector and his sl men, These

people have scored significant sucecesses :against the larger distributors of
sexually-oriented mailings, It is these materials that have prompted about 90
per cent of all public complaints,

I a:nl\%d to tell you that convictions have been won against four of these
big deslers and Federal prosecution is under way against all of the others,

let's take a look at what the /'ldm-i-n—ifbfat'ron hao/ accomplished in its war ag.inst
mail order pornography.

In the last six months of 1969, there were 29 Federal indictments=--nearly double
the 15 indictments obtained during the same period in 1968, In addition to that, 16
other cases have been formally presented to United States Attorneys for possible

prosecution,

I feel that Aptorney General John N, Mitchell and the Justice Depar

LD/P

special praise for the progress being made against émut. Let ms point out %;at t.he‘:

y

time between the presentation of evidence SR to U.S. Attorneys and the start of



prosecution has been reduced m to less than one-third of the time
formerly required -=- from about 12 weeks at the beginning of 1969 to less then
four weeks during the last six months oi‘ the year.

There are also signs of a less permissive attitude by the courts. So there

Lot

is reasony believe the tide at last is turning against the Nation's smut dealers,

There have been a number of recent cases in which the U.S. Supreme Court has
refused to disturb lower courtmwconvictions involving smut. These are
encouraging signs that as future cases move through the courts, convictions will
result and will stand up.

8Some obscenity dealers obviously are beginning to get the message that #" '
. WG‘& 3

Administration’n;eans businesss For exampls, a California dedler recently decided it

wounld be wise to fold up his mail order operations, Folléwing his conviction, he
agreed to close his post office boxes and surrendered huge volumes of advertising
materials and mailing lists, Other dealers, facing similar charges, are imdicating
»..,
they 4l may follow suit, To show them the Administration is really getting tough,
re-indictments are being brought against mail order dealers who fail to curtail
their mailings even after their initial indictment and arrest.
@RI

While the Government is @ cracking down on domestic smut peddlers, the foreign
obscenity dealer is ndt escg ing the attention of the Post Office Department, During
1969, about 250 Foreign Unlawful Orders were obtained against overseas-based

ﬁ
pornography mailers, That was an 3B increase of nearly 200 over the previous year,
These orders forbid delivery of mail addressed to the foreign dealer or the pgyment
of any money order addrsssed to him or his representative,
3 .
Let ms remind all of you who are listening %e~me—today- that you can ¢ take steps

to stop the flow of offensive JliJimm sex-orisnted advertisements into your home under_



provisions of the Federal Pandering Advertisements AGBW

e C—

[ 2 : : ; - =T
SMRESe This law provides that a person who receives ssssesswshesinld =
L]
pandering advertis;rr;;i A obt:?r; an brder from the Post OfficA‘igfcting the maile r
to stop sending him further %:f:rialsg The Post Office Despartment has issued roughly
350,000 such prohibitory orders at the request of postal patrons since the lsw went

aflets
into effect. % containing the necessary forms for initiating

such orders are available at your local post office,
pm— o— )
This is your congressman, Jerry M@ Ford, reporting to you @&from Washington,

I']11 be talking with you again next week--same time, same station,

HHH#
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This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,
10
Today I want to to talk with you about s;xi topics. First, the postal
-_-4
strike, I am sure all of you are grateful--as I am=-to our letter carriers g and
clerks in Grand Rapids for staying on the jobe When they voted recently not to
join in the illegal strike initiated by postal employes in New York City I personally
.

felt that their action mmm should be 3 model for postal employes throughout the
Natione

There are a couple of facts about the postdl situation that should be made

e P
clear, W First of all, just giving the postal workers @ a raise is not going to

solve all of our postal service problems=-although we all recognize that the% need

po—— [reseses
and deserve a raise, We YWk &lso nesd to reorganize the postal s system=-reform

it to provide better working conditions for the employes and better service to the
public,

This is what President Nixon had in mind when he sent Congress a postal reform
bill in May 1969=-=a bill I introduced, But that bill wes bottled'; up by Repes Thaddeus
Dulski, Democrat of New York, chairman of the Houns=s Post Office and Civil Service
Committee.

To make—;ha long story short, es the saying goes, the House Post Office and
Civil Service Committee finally reported out the President's postel reform bill last
March 12, combining it with a pay increase for postal workers, The strike began March 18,

I firmly believe that if the House Post Office and Civil Service Committee had

acted promptly on the President's postal reform bill and moved it to the House along with

York City postal employes and others,

The aim of the PresidBnt's postal reform plan is to dramatically improve work ing



-2-

conditions, increase efficiency, and reduce costs, One of the features of the
President's plan is collective bargaining for postal employes, instead of having
Congress set their wagese The problem .is that certain members of Congress don't
went to give up their political power over the Post Office Depertment--and some
postal union lsaders think they can do better by making deals with the Post Office
Cormittees of the Congre ss instead of bargaining wi‘bh%ostal authority proposed

by the President,

Actual Iy, we would all be better off if the President's plan is put into

A
effect~=postal workers and the publi%ould be benefited, That is why I hope ths

Congre ss e will% give the Postal workers a raise ? adopt

the President's postal reform plane

Another of my immediate concerns is crime., As you may know, I have co-sponsored

.

a large package of anti-crime bills in the Congress, I have given my :hconcerud
attention both to anti-crime legislation having nationwide impact and % omnibus
bill dealing specificallly with tthe sitvuation in Washinggon, D.C.

A few days ago the House passed the D,C, omnibus crime bill, which I wasssssmsc

S

wholsheargedly supported, That bill is different from a version sSSSSSMSENESsspToved

by the Senate=-and I hope the House version prevails,

The House bill is tougher, For instance, it permits a judge to deny bail to

=
a defendant when that defendant's record shows him to be 88 a dangerous criminal who
might well commit another serious crime if released on bond while sweliting trial., The
all P

House bill also % police officers to obtain a "no-knock™ s warrant authorizing
them to burst into private premises if there is reason to believe evidence sought wpuld

otherwise be destroyed,

No law-abiding citizen need fear the no-kmwck provision. In fact, experiance‘
vz



#n New York, which has had a no-knock law since 1965, shows that such authority is
seldom used, Of 1,800 casos‘: in New York State since 1965, police officers have
applied for no-knock warrants in only 1l instances and have actually used them in
only 12, The constitutionality of thism New York law has been upheld
by the courts,

The D, C, Omnibus Crime Bill is importsnt ss an arsenal of weapqgns against
crime in the Nation's capitaly but it is also important as a possible model for
natiénal anti-crime legislation,

et

This is @your congressmen, Jerry Ford, reporting to yfu from Washingéon,

I11]1 be talking with you again next week--sams time, same station,
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This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washing ton,

On Merch L, 1865, Abraham Lincoln spoke to a Nation still shuddering from
the shock of the War Between the States and wrged the American people to “care for
him who shall have bourne the battle,”

|

A number of days ago President Nixon called the Nationns attention to the
deep need for giving proper medical attention to our men wounded in Vietnam--many of
them now being dischargsd directly into Veterans Administration hospitals, Ve are

presently failing to provide complete medical care for our VA patients, including

wounded veterans of Vietnam, the President said,

To remedy this situation, the President wrged Congress to allocate $15 million
more tole@e be spent in VA hospitals in the fiscal year ending this Jume 30 and added
$BQ million to his VA medical care budget for fiscal 1571,

I am pleased by the President's requests and I feel sure that Congress will
respond to them, There is no question that the I'NTation ha;t an obligation to provide the
best possible medical care fora%vul’l whray%unﬂw:n‘d/ed in Vie tnam,

The President pointed out the areas of grestest meed: The need to increase staffs
for specialize dical programs, especially those dealing with wounded Vietnam vetermns;
the need to open and adequately staff and equip more VA centers for spscialized care;
the need to make dental care more available to Vietnam veterans; and the need to have
more nursing care beds available for older veterans,

The President noted that the current difficulties trace b ack to a 1968 law

which required the Veterans Administration to reduce its staff to the mid-1966 level.




p\

time when mgiiy VA needs for such persommel were steadily growing,

‘Aast September, the President raised VA's personnel ceiling by 1,500,
He glso approved VA's request for an additional 2,100 medical care employes for
fisca{ﬁ]: jA rov;m éf VA hospital needs now shows that even more health services

= —
pm——— o=,

personnéd will be required in the immediate future to mmmk tzke g@ care of Vietnam
veterans, the President has stated,

While only 7 per cent of our VA hospital patients now are Vietnam veterans,

the number @ will riummt fow years. Wefwill have piee |- oo

demends in conrection with dental care for Vietnam veterans,

F— S,
The demand for Coronary/Intensive Care Units in VA & hospitals Wil is

especially acute., So, too, is the need for more Prosthetics Trestment Centers and
Spinal Cord Injury Centers,

m
The $15 million the President has sniENSENNSAEBNAE requested from Congress

WM %&30-
for the rest of this fiscal year)\will clear up the backlog of Vietnam veterans dental
¢ ases; improve the staffing of the existing Specialized Medical Programs, smiupuligse
_— [ s
carry out plans for P taking specisdl equipment into theimmmmmm homes of veterans
suf fering fromp serious kidney ailments; and help meet increased costs of neasded drugs

sl o ot

P S
The VASEM budget request already submitted to Congre ss for fiscal 1971 will /
]

and medicines,

provide extra sté&ff to activate 121 additional bed units for Spe¢iazlized Medical

Programs and to open an additional 1,155 nursing care beds--a 28 per cent increase

in mr the nursing care program.

The new request for an additional $50 million for the next fiscal year wi}l

i
4

increase the staffs of VA hospitals and clinies; improve further the staffihg of the

Spinal Cord Injury Centers and other important Specialized Medical Programs; purchase



sariously needed operating equipment; and absorb rising drug and medical costs,
. - "
Je @ owe a special obligation to those of omr citizens who have been

injured in the service of W&ﬁ’s‘? No serviceman returning from Vietnam

should fail to receive the medical care he needs, I am most pleased to ses that
—
President Nixon is determino”to carry out the obligation I am sure we all feel
toward our returning servicemen,
This is your congressmen, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the Nation's

PR e——,
capital, I'll be talking with you again emiwssmie next week--same tims, same

station,
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This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington.

I would like to talk with you today @ sbout a matter of the gravest importance--
whether Supreme Court Justice William O. Douglas is fit to remain on the highest court
in the land,

Nearly eight months ago I began a quiet investigation into the off=-the-bench
activities of Justice Douglas, What I found convinced me persondlly that Justice
Doujglas should be removed from the Sup@m Courto For thatﬁraason I am
supporting a move by upwards of a hundred other members of the U.S. House of

— gES—————
Representatives to set up an @ investigation of Justice §l® Douglas by
a speclal committee of the House,

Many people mistskenly believe that a Suprems Court justice is appointed for
life, It is true that a Supreme Court justice has an W term, but the
Constitution plainly states that he shall serve "during Eood behavior™” and that he

may be removed from office by the Congre ss.AMpNSSPElagEgEs He may be removad:from

the Supreme Court bench for offenses which the House considers grave enough so that

charges ——_M are brought against him by the House, This requires
only a majority vote of the House. The U.S. Senate then acts as a trial jury and
decides whather the @l charges brought by the House are sufficiently serifus to
(== . s

warrant a justice's removal from the court, Removal requires & two-thirds Smsmapproval
of the Senate,

I an aware, of course, that chgrges I have brought against Justice Douglas
constitute a very serious matter,

I have brought those charges only because I am terribly diatinrbed by Justice

74

Douglas's conduct and because I believe he not only is guilty of bad beha :r s N
o
G

of a "high misdemeanor." Let me briefly detail those charges for you. ~—



Justice Douglss for nine years--from 1960 to 1969--received $12,000 a year 4R
[

from the Parvin Foundation, which drew much of its @ income from Las Vegas gambling
casinos, This was moonlighter pgy--an addition to Mr, Dougl ss's taxpgyer-paid salary
as aS’Supram Court Justies,

Justice Douglas helped set up the Parvin Foundation, according to its founder,

p————
Albert Parvin, If the Justies did draft the articles of MR incorporation, it was
in clear violation of Ti@.e 28, Section LSL, United States Code, which states that
"any justice or judge appointed under the authority $ff the United States who engages in
\ .

the practice of law is guilty of a high misdemeanor, And wll s high misdemsanor is
grounds under the U.S. Constitution for removal of a Supreme Court justice fromgll office.

Justice Douglas on May 12, 1969, wrote a letter to Albert Parvin in which he
apparently offered him advice on howto avoid difficulties the Parvin Foundation was
having with the Internal Revenus Service, Such action also is a viclation of law,

TR e T e, TR

Justice Douglas resigned euliijiein last year as President of SR the Parvin

Foundation when things got too hot for him but he still is associated with the leftist
.

Center for the Study of Democratic Institutions, He is mmem a member of the board of
S directors of the Fund for the Republic, which directs the Center. He is chairmsn of

the Fund's executive board and has received nearly $7,000 in honoraria from the Fund since

1962,

T,

W

~
Justige Dougl &

refused to

1970
disqualify himself from sitting on a Supx&me Court case 1n Januaerinvclvmg

P T s N
an gppeal Npeisssmbyeesgebbisiess from a £75,000 libel judgment against @@ a publisher
A m
from whom Justice Douglas @R received (EJNMEENEES $350 for a magetine article, This

—
constitutes a SR clear conflict of interest,

Justice Douglas has enthored a book entitled "Points of Rebellion®™ in which he



declares that violence may be justified and perhaps only revolutionary overthrow of
the Estasblishment can save the country,
_——— B
I do not think it &g good behavior for a Suprgleme Court justice to teke pay
on the side from a tax-exempt foundation and offer advice on how it could continue its
_—
tax-exempt status, I do not think it g good behavior for a Supreme Court justice to

take pay on the side from a foundation heavily involved with gambling and known criminals,

s

[
I do not think it §§ good behavior §B for a Supreme Court justw

T /'_“
wraliinsiantticepampeisinisiiemin cbotg the activities of individuals promoting violence

and unrest in America.
For these reasons I believe the House of Representatives should set up a special
GERRAEER,
committee to recommend to the House #lll§ whether Justice Douglas should be impeached,
This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washingbon, I will

be talking with you again next week-esame time, same station,

#HHf#
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This is your congremsman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you fpom the Nation's Capital,
The American people received some great news a few days ago when President
. T ———
Nixon announced that 150,000 more U.S. combat troops will be withdrgwn @S from
South Vietnam over the mext 12 months,.

I think this latest dtroop withdrawal has great significance for our Nation.

What it says is that President Nixon is making good on his pledge to remove all U.S.
combat troops from Vie tnam, It says that the President is extricating us from the
terrible jungle war in which we became heavily entangled under the previous Administration,
It says that the President's policy of Vietnamizing the war is working.

There were many, I am sure, who= awaited the President's-_; speech of
last Mondgy night with some foreboding, After all, there have been some ominous
developments in Southeast Asia in recent weeks along with the favorable events, But
President Nixon kept his word that he would take soms risks for peace, I: feel sure
the President would not have done so except for the spséial knowledge he has as our
commander-in=chisf,

We would all prefer to see a negotiated settlement in Vietnam, But, as the

President noted, the North Vietnamese are blocking that door. So we can be thankful

M the President'sH Vietnamization poliey is proving to be so successful
T
that we can continue to sllliwie withdrsw our combat forces from Vietnam,
The Administration appears to be leading this Nation toward an end to the war
in Vietnam, I would like to point out at this® tims that we are glso taking a step

toward ending grinding poverty in America--a step toward putting all able-bodied Amsricans

o L R
@to work W or into msssmjob training, iy
LORD N

/[ $s

I am talking sbout the sweeping welfare reform program approved:f éy the B EF.S.

>

.\)0

House of Representatives last week, 243 to 155, I was among those voting for the bill,



@l I voted for the welfare reform bill because it represents a chance to take
people off welfare rolls and put them on pgyrolls, It is in line with the great
p— .
American i ethic of working for a living--of extending a hand ap to tipse who are
-

down on their luck instead of a handout. I might mention that the House amended the
e <R

[

R
bill to meke sure that those who are able sl to work will have to accept available
| o
p(
ng;k if they are to receive any Government assistance, This is §# the great merit in
: p———,
this new Administration program, It's welfare with a wprk .reguh__'amnt iL Ak &:
s ,

So it is really what I call orkfage--n_g_i_:r x welfare, I hope the e House-approved
bill passes the Senmate in pretty much the same form it was approved by the House, I'd
like to give this mew program a chance,

We have also made an advance on another front, It now appears that postal

i ——

Epmta—————

reform is on the way, I say that because Fresident Nixon has won the backing of the

P
AFL-CIO and the postal unions for his plan to e convert the Post Office Dspartment
into an independent postal service, That new postal service would be as free from
political pressures as the Securities and Exchange Commission or the Space Agency.

The mw postal service would be self-supporting and would permit collective
bargaining by postal employes over wages, hours and working conditions,

A key point in the agreement calls for a proposed 8 per cent pay increase for
postal workers over and above the new 6 per cent wage boost for all Federal employes,

A
The 8 per cent increase would go into effect when the postal reform plan immssssss is passed
by the Congress,
(.
Besides the pay increase, the time required for postal g workers to reach thedld
ﬂ\

top pay level for rank and file mailmen e would be compressed from 21 to not more than

eight years,

‘Of course we hare to pay for the postal wage increases, and so President



Nixon is asking Congress to raise first-class postage to eight cents)and to increase
second class posta-ge : by one-half and third class by one~third. Air mail would still
cost 10 cents,

One of the key features of the postal reform plan is that the Postmaster General
would no longer be a cabinet member, He would be selscted by a nine-member commission
appointed by the President.

I think it is terribly important that Congress spprove postal reform and give
us truly superior mail service,

This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington, I'll

be talking with you again next week--same time, same station.

i
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This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,

I would like to talk with you today about the United States space program,
since the U.S. House of Repmsentativeé last week approved a $3,6 billion space
anthorization bill for fiscal 1971, I was among those ¥oting for the bill® because
I feel that the space program is paying off for all of the people in our country--not
just in terms of expanding our knowledge of the universe but in direct benefits,

It is a 1ittle difficult for most people tosee just what the benefits from
our space program are, so todgy I am going to take a little time to spsll them out,

The most obvious benefit is in jobs, The money being spent on the space
program is spant on earth=--in the United States--and that fact accounts for thoasands
of jobs that otherwise wouldn't exist,

During fiscal 1969, for instance, the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration did business with 1h4,369 prime contractors located in 1,882 different
communities, scattered throughout all 50 of our states,

Iet me cite another set of figures, Diaring the years 1959 through 1967 NASA
sjpent $2 billion on grants and research programs carried out in 223 of our
universities, also located in all 50 of our states as well as the District of Columbia,

But of course there are tipse who sgy, what has the space program done for me,
personally. Well, how about the simple matter of survival?

As we continue to pollute the atmosphere, we are chmnging the amount of oxygen

available to us, We could seriously deplete our oxygen supply=--and our survival would

~ — ~—
be seriously threatjened. The spuce program has geemsssmmwitess made it possible to

anticipate that change before it coudd heppen, And it gives us the opportupfty 4d,"
e 1 :'-.

QALD

remedy the situation before it is too late, That, to me, is a big plus.

7 /"

S
o~ P i
The space #gs program also has grestly m;@rovad ourslii® ability to forecast

”

/
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the weather.

Alrleady the Tiros Satellite has been very successful in tracking--and giving
advance warming of--typhoons and hurricanes, The result has been an enormous ssving
in lives, property and crops.

When the equipment is available to implement the know-how of the meteorologists,
we will be able to predict the weather accurately over a 5-day span--at least--and
probably up to 2 weeks., The ability—ito foredast the weather just 5 days in adPfance
would result in sn annual saving of $2% billion in agriculture, $100 million in the
transportation industry, $75 million in retail marketing, and untold millions in the
recreation industry.

There sre countless other benefits from the space program, Satellite television,
for instance, :13 a direct dividend from-; space spending, Other bensfits can be
found in the development of new products and materigls,

For example, space-proofed materials are being used to develop practically
indestructible refrigerators, And these materials will have an enormous effect on
air conditioning and hsating systems in America's homes in a few years.

Stoves and other appliances willlbe better because of materials developed in

-—
the space program, Right now, pots and pans are being coatedie with variations of
the same material developed to protect spacecraft from the extreme heat of launching
and re-entry.

In the amtomobile industry, advances have already been made and still others
are upcoming in the area of sealants and caulking materials, Railroad tank cars now

N
are Wil being produced from lightweight plastics developed for NASA, And there have
/FORDN

74’ /_,J \
been tremendous advances in the menufacture of new types of glass which :’ix;on will}zbecome
K\@) .
commonplace in the Americaripkitchen, g



Other great advances have been made in medical technology as a result of the
space program=-pressurized space suits for the victims of strokes, the ultrafast dental
drill, supersensitive ‘infra-fed detectors useful in the early detection of
cancer, an infra-red switch by which a hospital patient can regulate his bed or

man ipulate his wheelchair merely by a movement of his eyes.

And novgeuseaeulegs there is at Ml least a SN faint hope that moon
RS

M will be effective in gombaiting cancer, If that ever proves?even partial ly
e

s, F
true, the msmsmm space program will have @ paid for itself many times over.

This is your congre sman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the Nation's

cagpitdle I'11 be talking with you again next week--same time, s ame station,

HH#
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This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reperting to you from Washington.

I am veryp pleased that the House last week passed a measure to keep
sexually-oriented material f rom being mailed to minors and to individuals who
notify the Postmaster General they do not wish to receive it.

The bill passed by the House is idemticel in concept with one I introduedd

—
this year, It forcesm those who exploit sexual mmmm sensationalism for commercial gain
m
to purchase a list of persons who do not wish to receive sexusll y-miiémamiorfented
W L L S i gy
mail, and prohibits mailing to those individuals, The insgmemee bill provides
gu——
strong penalties for g the indiscriminate mailing of such mateiial to those who
do not want it.
. .

I wPPAEgMs strongly supported this bill, It passed the House 375 to 8,

With my firm support, the House has rejected arms cuts which would have
scuttled deployment and development of MIRV and anti-ballistie-missile deterrents,

[ ]

In my view, those members of Congress who #msimll would declare a unilateral
U.S. moratorium on WM MIRV and ABM sy deployment would throw away the
only msjor bargainimg weapon we have at the Strgtegic frms Limitation Talks in Vienna--

e
the so-called SALT talks, If we gave away this one 3NN trump card, we would be
S et .
giving up the only chance we have for §ijmsl® halting the s nuclear arms race.

Consider, if you will, what the Soviet Union has been doing in the area of

nuclear armaments, Last year alone, the Soviets deployed 122 additional Iptercontinental
M

Ballistic Missiles, We deployed none., In NEMSSNENK ICBMs, the Soviet Union now not

only has more longrange missiles than we do, theirg nuclear capability is 150 per cent

greater, /= “

Lest year the Soviets added 8 nuclear missile-firing submarines to thi '&; Navy.

—

We added none, At the current rate, the Soviet Union's missile submarine force will



=P =

surpass the United States within five years.
e

Last year the Soviets deployed 6L @ new ABMs around Moscow, At the present
rate, the U.S. will not have a single operating ABM on the ground until 197h=Th.

Last year the Soviets spent $25 billion on nuciiear weapons, Lhey are now
working on another 125 ICBMs, are building 320 more submarine-launched missiles, and
are working on 27 additional ABM laurchers and three major radar systems related to them.

A 3 an for halting MIRV M and limiting ABMs, but I'm for doing it both in

o
Moscow andgl in Washingtorbat the same time,
p—

So it's because I believe we must megotiate from a2 g position of strength that

R supported the $20 billion military authorization bill passed by the House this week,
e
It is alsotecause I believe mmem we can achieve peace in Vietnam through Sllm

strength that I opposed amendments which would have tied the President's hands in his
efforts to wipe out enemy sanctuaries in Cambodia,
e T
Tons of enemy armsziassfessvwwedlly and food supplies, and base camps made up

of hundreds of buildings and underground bunkers are locgted in the Csmbodian sanctuaries,

These base camps are striking pads which endanger the live s of thousands of Ameriecans in

Vietnam apd threaten sivewdmeksmsinims to dstroy the Vietnamization process by whichwe
“
are pulling our men out of Vietnam while Wmidigwmms the South Vis tnamese take over,
- .
The prime targets of the American=-supported of fensive against these # Cambodian
™™

sandeetes sanctusries used by the @ Communist enemy are not enemy troops but the vast
stocks of combat supplies, ammunitton dumps, supply lines, communications facilities,
tunnel complexes andg@ underground command posts of the North Vietnamese and the Vieteong,

The President's decision was to clean out these base camps and other facilities

and thus to sawe American and South Vietnamese lives,



We are already seeing the pgyoff of the offensive laumched at the President'!s

i
orders, @ Huge cachss of arms and foodstuffs have been captured, A command center
has been seized and destroyed.

I believe the President's gction is not only militarily sound but is in the
best interests of the United States and every G.I. in Vietnam, It could turn out to
be a mesterstroke, Jgsul® It could mark a turning point in the Vietnam War,

This® is your congre sman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the Nation's

capital, I'll be talking with you again next week--same time, same station,

i
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This is your congressmen, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,

replias

Right now I am receiving thousands of »mgfmosex tc my 1970 questionnaire,
The response is most gratifying. It uﬁderscores the fact that the people of Kent
and Tonia Counties are very much interssted in their Government and in the major
isgues of the day,

There are some people who arse remarking that it is impossible to answer the
questions with a simple yes or no, Well, this is the situation I run up against when
I amncalled upon to vote on legislation in the U.S. House of Representativaes, There
are lots of times when I would like to vote, "yes, but" or "maybe™ but I have to vots
aye or naye

Of course many people who are answering my questionnzire are also writing me
letters to expand on their replies, I very much appreciate getting their viewm, and I
would like to assure them that I will answer each of t lsir letters inthe earliest time
possible.

Many of the letters I am getting reflect increasing concern about student
demonsteatioms that sometimess escalate into violence,

I am very much pleased that the massive demonstration of last weekend in
Washington, D.C., was psaceful for the most parte I think this is xx a tribute both
to the vast majority of the young people who journeyed to Washington for the demonstration.
and also to the Washington Metropolitan Police Department, which exhibited s great show
of restraint in handling the mammoth crowd,

The demonstration in the Nation's capital offered a sharp contrast to what
happened recently at Kent State Upiversity in Ohio. What transpired at Kent Sff,aj;eﬂ, where
four students were kiX¥sdy killed, was nothing le ss than a senseless tragedy,

Much tregic dissension Xms has hit our great nation, and I often am asksd by



the American peorls
friends in ¥zim Kent and Ionia Counties whether fZkexgmwmixy ever can become united

again, I feel certain that we can,

There have always been differenées between age groups.wm# The split wexx are
witnessing today is probably more severe than we have ever seen, But I am cenvinced
that suekzRixsaxkt the kind of dissent we saw at Kent State--dissent that erupts into
bloodshed and killing--is not,and will not become, a part of the American way of lifes,

Young people must realize that violence is not the answer. They must realize
that pelting soldiers or national guardsmen with bricks and concrete is not the answer.
They must realize that their grievances must be aired within the existing system. Ang
they should realize that they are being deluded by the militant radicals when they are
exhorted to dmxkemyx kill or to destroy buildings and other property.

What we must do is to improve the existing system of communications to give
both sides=-~2ll sides--an opportunity to express themselves., Those of us who are part
of the so=-callsd system must realize that we have besn guilty of turning deaf ears to
the pleas of many young people who have many legitimate grievances about the way we are
conducting our Nation's affairs,

However, I alsolx believe that for those who cause violence for the sake of
violence on the campus, the only redress is for the authorities to suspend or axpel them
from schocl,

I cammot stress too strongly that we cannot, we must not, xmi® tolerate viBlence
xPe from any quarter,

Bloodshed stemming from the actions of an irrational few must k not be permitted
either on college campuses or in city streetse

We must, end I pray we will, find a balance of reason and moderation,

The President's decision to makd a sweep of the Communist & sanctuaries in



Cambodia came as a shock to many of our citizens and wes used as a reason by some of

our youth to engage in irrationasl behaviores I can understand Xmgiws¥ responsible

dissent from Xkw® the Fresident's decision, but I deplore tkexexpieixim the kind of

dissent which leads to violence and a trampling upon the rights of others.

I ask those who disagree with the President on the Cambodian offensive to

give the President a chance to prove whether le was right or wrong in this decision,

He has said all of owr troops will be out of Cambodia by June 30. That is not too

long ¥ a time tmx¥¥¥ to allow for a public decision on the rightness of the Fresident's

action,

This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, repprting to you from Washingion, I'll

be talking with you again next week-~same time, same statione

A
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This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to ypu from Washington,

My mail has been especially heavy lately on the subject of Vietnam and
Cambodiz, and so this is what I want to talk with you about todaye

Every American--every resident of Xent gnd Ionia Counties--must know that
the principal objective of the present Administration is to end the American
involvement in the Vietnam War in the shortest time possible, Prezident Nixon's
policy is clear=-to withdraw U.5. forces as the Scuth Vietnamese aecquire the ability
to defend themsdlves against the North Vietnamese and Viet Cong.

In the proce ss, we hope that North Vietnam will come to sse that it cannot
take over South Vietnam by force end will begin serious negotiations to end the
fightinge

President Niron has already reduced U.S. troop levels by 115,500 men in
Vietnam and has announced that an additional 150,000 men will be withdrawn over the
next 12 months,

“hile we withdraw our men from Vietnam and train the South Vietnamese to
take over the combat burden, North Vietnam seeks to prevent our Vietnamization program
from succeedings North Vietnam alsc is playing a waiting game, hoping that antiwer
santiment in the United States will force a precivitous wibthdrawsl of American troops
and cause collapse of the Southvietnamese govermmsnt, The prospect then would be an
easy takeover by the Communists,

Apologists for the Communists in Asia have long peddled the story that the
Vietnam War is a civil war. Thet fiction was demolishad in recent months mk=m by
Communist attacks in Laos and Cambodia, which were thresbensd by a North Vietnamese

takeover, North Vietnam invaded those countriss and partiatly occupied them in order

to infiltrate ® South Vietnam from those points and use them as supply bases for troops



0=

attacking Americans and South Vietnamese, Camboxdia, in varticular, was being used
as s sanctuary from which the North Vietnamese could launch sttacks and then retreat
back across the border without fear of being pursuéd,

Tntent on following ¥ s policy of withdrawal from South Vietnem, the Nixon
Administration was faced with a dilémma, Should North ¥& Vietnam be allowedtm to
enlarge and consolidate its Cambodian sanctuaries, gained by invasion? If so, could
there ever be® zn end to the war, short of South Vietnsmese surremder? If mttm North
Vietnamese attacks from Emthe Cambodisn sanctuaries were immune, what would be the
effectamx on the Vietnamization progrsm and the witogmm plannad withdrawal of
American troops? What wonld be the costim in American and South Viztnamese lives?

And so the President decided to clean out ths Cambodian sanctnaries, He made
that decision to save American and South Vietnamess lives, to permit the sisady
strengthening of Sorth Vie tnemase forces, to make nessible the continued withdrawal
of American troogs, end to sliorten the war. This rove inbto Cambodia was not an
invasion, It was an -ttack against the invaders of lambodia=-the lnsrth Viatnamssa,

This attaek has a limited objective--to destroy Communis{ bases so they cannot
be used against Americans and the South Vietnamese sgaln without gre:t cost in tine ond
~--to selze vast quantities of North Xk Vietnamese supplies so that the enemzmy's
ability to wage war ageinst Americans and South Vietnamese will be grestly reduced,

Ve are succeeding in those objectives, e have achieved enormens sueccess
already in X Cambodia. Ve have mmixtoe captured moes than 113 milliom rounds of
small-arms ammunition,xmt snough rice to feed 145,120 of the enemy for a menth, and
large quantitiss of a variety of enemy arms., We have set the enemy back from six to

eight months,

In my view, this means we not only can go shead with our planned withdrewal



of an additional 150,000 men, we mey even be sble to withdraw more men than that and
in a shorter period of time.

The President has pledsed that ﬁ.S. troops will be out of Cambodies by the end
of next monthe DTefense Secretary Laird has said the U.S. will end its combat role in
Vie tnam by July 1, 1971, I think the Americen people should be most encouraged. We
are snucceeding in ending our involvement in Vietnam without turning that tragic little
country over to the Communistse

This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the Nation's

capitals I'll be talking with you egain next week=--same time, sams station,

b i
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This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the Nation's capital.

Today I would like to talk with you about Social Security and aslso about
Vietnam and Cambodia,

First of all lat me call your attention to a development which I consider a
breakthrough in the area of Social Security.

y— N — pp—

It has been widely reported that the House of Representatives has approved
a 5 per cent increase in Social Security benefits on top of the 15 per cent increase
which went into effect earlier this year, But there has been little emphasis on
another piece of news=-the fact that the Houge has voted to automatically increase
Social Security benefits in the future as the cost :of living rises for our
elderly citigens,

The wgy the plan would work is that whenever the cost of living rises—-.. by
at least 3 per cent, Social Security benefits would sutomatically go up to offset
this cost-of-living rise as far as Soclal Security boneficia?ries are concernede

This would be done to eliminate the ]lwntableg which now takes place
while the elderly wait for Congress to act on a Social Security increase, And it
also would take the politics out of Socisl Security., It is directed at the habit
Congress has of legislating Social Security increases only in an election yea; and
seeing who cen take the most credit for it.

The antomatic cost=of-living increase in Social aSecurity benefits
was a Republican amendment to the House bill, The Democratic majority of the House
Ways and Means Committee had killed the provision in committee., But Rep. Jackson
Betts, Repmblican of Ohio, offered the amendment ® on the House floor and j.’_c.,ﬁﬁgcy\giled,
233 to Wihe I ; of course voted for it. I have been pushing for an aub{étic

\%>

\ 9
7 \
cost-of-1iving increase in Soclal Sycurity bendfits for five years, Presidemt~Nixon



also recommended it,

The Social Security bill passed by the House did far more than just increase
Social Security benmefits across the board by 5 per cent and attach an automatic
increase provision to the Socigl Security system.

The bill elso provides increased benefits for widows and dependents and certain
disablsd benefici@ies. Current law gives a widow, after age 62, a benefit level
equal to 82% per cent of her deceased msband's benefit, The bill just passed will
give this widow 100 per cent of her huabanci's benefit at age 65,

e
One of the ieneral benefits in the bill HNP is that it raises the earmings
limitation, Under present law, a Social Security bensficiary who is under age 72
-
has @ hisb enefits reduced by $1 for every $2 he earns over and zbove $1,680 a year,
The bill approved by the House increases this earnings ceiling to $2,000,
The bill also tightens up on the Medicare snd Medicaid programs., It gives the

Secretary of Health, Education and Wglfare the authority to set reasonable cost limits

on services, basing them on w a comparison of costs in the same area, It
also places limits on doctor's fees, cuts off payments to suppliers found guilty of

program abuses,Areduoes the Federal matcEng share in such programs as nursing s

homes and mental hospitalsggﬂ'ga?&mn Federal matching share for outpatient

=i

hospital services, clinical services, and home health services, The entire thrust of
T S Sl L]

Pm—
these yamsimsem provisions is to make the Medicare and Medicaid programs work better while
S G

holding down on costse
| — i
I would like to talk with you now about Cambodia, I would like to mention that
t firs ;
while my mailfiran Wii0# 2gainst the Presidemt s decision to attack the Communist

sanctuaries in Cambodia it now is turning in the other direction, I would emphasize, too,



that all the evidencec I have seen indicates that our men in Vietnam overwhelmingly
F .
support the President on this matter and urge that the homs folks s b ack him as
Ee———., %
well, I received S a most interesting letter in which a Grand Rapids couple
informed me that their son, stationed in Vietnam, wrote home sgying that U.S. and
South Vie tnamese forces should have attacked the Communist sanctuaries in Cambodia
—

when they first were establishew

I think the Cambodia Operation is a big success, And I personally believe it

geniiliata.,
will meen we will be able to withdraw more men from {® Vietnam over the next 12 months
than the 150,000 now planed.
S—

This is your congre ssman, Jerry Fordd, >upmmime reporting to you from Washington,

Sl 1'11 be talking with you againg next week--same time, same station,

HHHH
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This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reperting to you from the Nation's
Clpitllo

While many thousands of Kent and Ionia County residents have filled out and
gsent my 1970 congressional qusstionnaire back to me, hundreds of them have also
written to let me know more fully just what is on their minds these days.

[
S —.
P&
And #& so I have learned that what is troubling scores of G good people
P-

in my congre ssional district is the fact that S the country now is expsriencing
one of the worst waves of violence and civil disorder since the Civil War,

Much of this trouble ws coincides with widespread student disagreement with

1 p-..
the Administration s S policises in Southsast Asia. What is hsppening is that
radicel subellm8 and radicalized students have seen fit--inthe name of protest=-to
burn campus buildings, throw rocks at law enforcement officers and military personnel,
block of f major traffic arteries, snd to literally shut down hundreds of institutions
of education,
g

I have of ten stated my belief that every citizen has gk the right to protest
unless his way of protesting infringes on the rights and freedom of otle rs, There is
no question in my mind that destroying property, asssulting police officers and

A
National Guardsmen and iggieiles intimidating the administrators of universities are
acts that infringe on the rights of others,
ﬁ %

What is most glarming about the situation is @8 that @il thousands of
such violations of the lgw have gone umpunished, While in some cases it has been
impossible to identify and arrest all violatérs, in other cases large numbers of

‘ \ . ?‘\: ; ‘” b}
people have been allowed tolreak the law with impunity. @ I say that

one offense is to invite another,
R ]
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If violent and illegal protesters continue to imsssmemmissl co unpunished IBE

. shadis

gosns,
their violations of law, then ws are opening the door to a totalflbreskdown of lew

and order inthis countrx.

P
I have spoken in the past# about the importance of wemmms separating in the

public mind the campus radicals from the majority of responsible young people, We
all know that the radicals have been able to win significant support from misisss
other students dissatisfisd with national and campus policies. And the radicals have
often been &le to intimidate som college administrators into capitulation.
Developments in Southeast Asia are, of course, of deep concern to our young
people and many older citizens, But this democracy of ours offers more free and open
T Gy
channels of peaceful and responsible dissent than any other «smsissg form of government
in the history of man,.
Those who burn, destroy and obstruct are not doing so because other chamnels
st R
are closed to them, They are doing sofll ecauseSlM@R their leaders seek destruction
for destruction's sake. Claiming to obey some higher law, they burn, assault and
M
obstruct in the name of protests Even if the plEmgl policies they protest against
P e
are wrong, the political views of these ggmmmpeople give them no license to deprive

other Americans of an education or of free speech or of any other cherished right.

We must assure that no such license is created through default or neglect.
We must punishf§@ these wrongdoers under OUR laws, not permit ¢ stroy our
]

soclety under their OWN rules,
—

Many thousands of deeply concermsd students in Amsrica have found effective

ways to expre ss their dissent psacefully, They have turned their enmergies to the

circulating of petitions to change govermmental policy. They have held Earth Day

teach-ins to demonstrate the msed to wipe out pollution.



They have visited members of Congress and Administration officials, They

have sent le tters and telegrams to public of ficials, They have participated in

peaceful demonstrations, These are the ways of a true damocracy' while those of

the violent protester are the wgys of a mobocra E!
PR ST R -

P
PeaoofnJ)‘ responsible students deser¥e our respect and attention,

Irresponsible protesters should be punished to the full extent of the law,

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,

I'llbe talking with you again next week=-same time, same station,
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This is your congre ssmen, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington.

This will be my last radio report to you this year because I will shortly
be filing my nominating petitions for Congress, Once I become an official candidate,

I come under the equal time provision of the Federal Communications Act,

Since this is my last report of the year, I want to talk with you sbout the
major problems facing the country and give you a rundown on where we stand--as I ses it

Vietnem, of course, is the biggest problem, Let's start out by noting that
when President Nixon took office last year he inherited a full-scale war in Southeast
Asia in which approximately 5L2,000 U.S. military personnel were inwolved, Whether this
Was a moral or a legel war was irrelevant, We were at war, and President Nixon had to
deal with the situation.

What hes President Nixon done? He hss brought oneﬁ out of four Amsricans
in Vietnam home==5 total of 112,000, He said he would do it and he did, To date the
President has done exactly what he said he would do and he has done it within the time
tables announced, To reasonable people this should be assurance that the President will
continue to live up to this word,

President Nixon states that by Oct. 15 another 50,000 men will be out, and by
next spring the additionsl withdr avals will total 150,000, That will bring our force
levels in Vietnam to less than 280,000--almost a 50 per cent cut from the high mark
recorded when Lyndon Johnson left office, By that time we will have withdrawn our
combat forces from Vietnam, and the forces remaining will be primerily supply and
logistics units.

/<ORD N

Thet means we will have disengaged from combat in Vistnam and will hf:a turned

\z ¢

the fighting over to a well-trained, million-man South Vietna@se A%Wa Our 9

S



fenmasambemE non-combstants can also come home as the South Vistnamese Army develops
pu——
its capability to handle the supply and logistics SR work,
Unfortunately, there is no magic button here in Washington that we can push
to accomplish these things instantly,
There is no question that all of us want to get out of the Vietnam War as

fast as possible, Whatever dispute there is, it is not about whether to get out of the

wer, It is about how to do so, And it is about the time required to do it without

P ——

inviting costly consequencebw

M
To get out this instent to (EeeeemeeSE would doom the South Vietnamese

to a bloodbath at the hands of the North Vistnamese, It would also meke the fate of
p——
more then 1,500 American prisoners of war @@ a most uncertain one, In addition,
running out would encourage the Communists to move in on any or all of the countries
with which the United States has mutuek security treaties, The President hade@ closen
the alternative, which is to withdraw in stages while building South Vietnam's ability
to defend itself.
p— 0 0,
I respect all those whose views on Vietnsm # differ from mine, Pr 8
not importent here--but ending the Vietnam War and keeping out of others is. Let's
Ry
maintain a decent respect for our country and its President and @l recognize our
rosponsibili# for ending the Vietnam War in a wgy that will help keep the peace,
Iet me turn now to another big problem=--crime. I would just point out that
we are making progress in fighting crime, The rate of the crime rise dropped to 11 per
cent in 1969 as agsinst a 17 percent rise in 1968, That me ms we are gaining--and we

will meke more gainse There is no question that it will be helpful if the Copgress will

enact the 13 major anti-crime bills which President Nixon has developed, I will just

report on one of these-=a bill directed st organized crime. That bill has besn passed



by the Senate and now is underaoing extensive hearings in the House Judiciary
”
Committee, I am hopeful it will be wmmmsetaken up snd passed by the House within
the near future. The people of this country are demanding it,
One final word, Sundgy--June llj--is Flag Day, I hope as many Kent and
m pﬂlﬁm
Ionia weliMR County people as possible will dmmmhgme display the Stars and St#ipes,
But whether or not everyone does)p I hope they will reflect on how wonderful it is

to be an American and be thankful they are living under the greatest form of government

on this earth,

A
This is your congre ssman, Jerry Sllll§@ Ford, reporting from Washington,

-
I hope to #® be resuming these talks with you next Jemuary. So long for now.





