


































































































































































































50-50 matching funds to get states veluntarily to bring inspection in intra-state
meat plants up to federal standards. This must be done within three years at the
most, or federal inspection becomes unﬁtory in the intrastate plants.

The House passed a Lav Enforcement and Criminal Justice Assistance Act which
mekes fﬂl\s‘}’ajuihbh to the states to launch a War on Crime in accordance with
approved state plans.

In a tremendous show of bipartisam support, the Congress spproved a three-year,
$428 aillion program to attack sir pollution projiems on a regionsl basis.

We passed a Comprehensive Health Act, which allocates federal funds to
communities to fight rats, communicable disesses and drug addiction.

We increased Social Security benefits, acted to improve the operations of
Medicavre, tightened up on Meddcaid, revised the welfare laws to encourage welfare
recipients to go to work. We also prevented a natienwide rail strike by approving
an Administration plan which required railrosd management and the unions to Gubmit
their dispute to srbitration.

There were, of course, areas where Congress fell short.

The President should have proposed nnd émrcu should have approved
legislation to improve our handling of national emergency strikes. I den't think
the kind of cempulsory arbitration we forced on the railroads and the rail unions
is the psoper answer.

1 also regret that the 90th Congress failed to become a reform Congress.

By that I mean the Congress should have passed an Election Reform law, a clesn

elections law like the one reported out with bipartissan support by a House elections



subcommittee. The Congress also should have enacted into law a plan for modernising
the operations of Congress so that it can better serve the psople. The Senate passed
a congressional reoggsnizstion bill but the Democratic leadership of the House
failed to bring it to the House floor for u-uon.

On the vhole, however, the 90th Congress did a pretty good job.

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you for the last time this
year and wishing you a Merry Christmam--and the very best in 1968. 1I°'ll be back

with you in the New Year over this same station.
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