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SCRIPT FOR TAPING WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 1967, FOR USE ON FIFTH DISTRICT RADIO STATIONS.

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington.

This week the Federal Bureau of Investigation reported an 11 per cent
increase in serious crimes last year in this country. And this week the House
began work on legislation we hope will be effective in a nationwide war against
crime.

The work began with hearings before the House Judiciary Committee, which
will examine President Johnson's recommendations for an omnibus crime bill. The
President's proposals are based on a report submitted by a commission he had
appointed to study the problem of crime and what to do about it.

The word is that the Judiciary Committee plans to concentrate almost
exclusively on the President's recommendations. I think Congress should also
look at ideas advanced by the crime commission but rejected by the President.
Congress also should consider other proposals that may have merit.

The President and all members of Congress are anxious to halt the swift
rise in the crime rate and to wipe out the fear that has gripped the hearts of
law-abiding Americans in recent years. We have the same goals. When we differ,
it is because we have different ideas about how to achieve those goals.

We're all agreed that the quality and quantity of local police forces should
be improved with the help of the federal government. At the same time, there
should be no federal intrusion, no federal officials telling local law enforcement
officials how to run their affairs. We at the federal level should only proygée

s

whatever assistance we can, voluntarily given and voluntarily accepted. iééically, ,
) S

law enforcement is a local responsibility. ‘3waw”f

(MORE)
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Many of the President's anti-crime proposals have merit. But this does not
mean they cannot be improved upon.

There are many members of Congress, for instance, who believe local officials
WILL be dictated to under tems of the President's proposals. They point out that
there is no formula in the Administration bill for distributing federal anti-crime
money to the states. This is left up to the Attorney General of the United States.
The President would give him the sole authority to decide how the money should be
distributed.

The most important element in a nationwide war against crime, of course, is
for local communities to back the effort. We must all stand behind the man behind
the badge.

In that connection, many members of thebﬂouse and Senate»feel that the
President's anti-crime proposals are inadequate. The Administration bill would
do nothing to resolve the trouble police are having in dealing with criminals
because of the Supreme Court's interest in protecting individual rights.

Many members of Congress feel that the Court's decisions, which have
stretched the Fifth and Sixth Amendments to the Constitution, have contributed to
this Nation's trend toward lawlessness. These decisions have handicapped police
in the questioning of suspects and the use of confessions to obtain a conviction.
The Court, it may be said, has made it practically impossible to convict self-
confessed criminals in cases where the prosecution has to rely upon their own
voluntary confessions of guilt.

As a result, 20 senators have co-sponsored a bill providing that a confession’

(MORE)
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may be admitted as evidence in any trial court established by Congress as long as

it is obtained voluntarily.

These are some of the problems Congress is wrestling with as we join with

you in fighting the war against crime. There WILL be an omnibus crime bill--and

it will be the best that the Congress can put together.

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, repdrting to you from Washington.

I'11l be talking with you again next week over this same station.

# 4 #



SCRIPT RECORDED MARCH 22, 1967, FOR USE BY FIFTH DISTRICT RADIO STATIONS,

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington.

Congress now is taking its annual Easter Recess. We won't be meeting
again until Monday, April 3rd. So now is a good time to take stock of what's
been happening in Congress and in the country.

Apart from our continuing search for the path to peace in Vietnam, we
should be most concerned right now with the state of the American economy.

Members of Congress are worried that we may be on the verge of a recession.
Some economists believe a recession has already started. Because there has been
a serious slowdown in the economy, the Congress this week moved quickly to stimulate
investments by business in new plant and equipment. We did this--at the request of
the President--by restoring the 7 per cent investment tax credit and accelerated
depreciation allowances.

The people of Michigan certainly are aware of the economic troubles we're
having. Automobile production has been cut back 15 per cent. Men are being laid
off. This country currently is experiencing the sharpest decline in industrial
production in 28 months.

Democrats and Republicans alike are alarmed. In Congress we have what is
known as the JointEconomic Committee, made up of congressmen and senators. This
group makes careful studies of our economic problems and has just issued a report.

In this report, we find the Democratic members of the Joint Economic
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Committee agreeing with the Republican members that the Johnson Administratfien =
o o
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should cut non-defense spending and work to lower interest rates. Members gﬁﬁﬁﬂgbz/j

political parties agreed that the Administration can't go on spending money



on every project and program somebody might put on a list. What they are saying
is that we need to establish priorities and hold down domestic spending.

The Administration professes not to be worried about a possible recession,
and the President insists that we should still raise income taxes effective July 1.
Administration officials have predicted that the economy will show an upturn
about the middle of the year and will speed up in the last half.

I hope the Administration is right, but most of the siéns are negative.

The members of the Joint Economic Committee--Democrats and Republicans--are inclined
to believe the President is wrong on his optimistic midyear forecast. They believe--
and I believe--that it would be a mistake to raise income taxes in July.

I think the President should take two actions now which would stiffen this
country's economic spine, restore confidence both to the consumer and to business,
and put us back on the road to healthy economic growth and prosperity.

I1'd like to see the President forget about an increase in income taxes, at
least at this time, and move quickly to cut federal non-defense spending.

It's bad for a possible income tax increase to be hanging over the heads of
the American people at a time when the economy is slumping.

Does it make sense for the Johnson Administration to be stimulating business
investment on the one hand and taking money away from consumers with a tax increase
on the other?

If the economy does speed up later this year, the President then could

reinstate his request for an income tax increase to offset the Administrag#ﬁﬁ's

[
;

large deficit spending. He could do that--but he could also cut non-defense

spending and avoid a tax increase altogether.



It just doesn't seem right to load a tax increase on the backs of American
workers who are still trying to catch up with last year's sharp rise in prices.

I think you'll find when Income Tax Day rolls around on April 15 that your federal

income tax still is too high. Our goal should be to reduce taxes, not raise them.

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington.

1'11 be talking with you again soon over this same station.

# # #









to this the possible increases in Social Security taxes and mail rates and the fact
that all is not well with the economy, hnd--well, I just don't believe Congress is
going to go for President Johnson's extra tax on income.

As my family and I observed Easter this year, I said a special prayer for
peace in Vietnam. I believe we can have peace thereif only North Vietnam's rulers
can be persuaded that Americans are determined to see the war through with honor.
It's now time for the other side to make a move toward the peace table. We have
already walked the extra mile.

This is Jerry Ford reporting to you from Washington. 1I'll be talking with

you again next week over this same station.

t # #
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I'm tired of having to run fo turn off my radio when smutty jokes come over the air,
often under the guisz of folk songs.

Mrs, Strickland summed up by saying that, although she’s tired of these and other
things, she's not too tired to pray.

Inscribed into the granite of the National Archives building here in Washington,
there is a line which says the "past is prologue.” If this is true, as | am sure it is, perhaps we'd
all better start praying for America,

This is Congressman reporting from V/ashington,

(Note: A copy of this script is available on Telegrompter in the House TV Studio.
For additional information on this script or fo suggest ideas for future scripts, contact the Com-
mittee's Public Relations Office,)
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“SCRIPT TAPE-RECORDED WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12, FOR USE BY FIFTH DISTRICT RADIO STATIONS

This is your Congressman Jerry Ford reporting to you from Washington.
April the seventeenth--the last dwy for filing your federal income
tax returns--is almost here. I'm afraid that there is going to be a lot
of moaning and groaning when Americans find out how much taxes they paid the
government last year--and how much they may still owe.

As a taxpayer, like you, I am concerned over the continually-

increasing . ount of money we are all required to pay each year to run the

bilg government in Washington-—-and I would like to take a few minutes to discuss
this with you today. This, I might add, is the one truly bipartisan
political subject. It affecta everybody, Republican and Democrat alike.

Let me start off by quoting some figuvres. First of all, the
budget deficit and the increasing size of our national debt. At the beginning
of this year, it was estimated that there would be a budget deficit of
8.1 billion dollars. Althought this is a large enough figure to make
the more economy-minded of us shudder, the actual deficit will be far, far
greater., The deficit will actually be between 15 and 20 billion dollars. And
there is a distinct possibility that the deficit may go as high as
25 to 30 billion dollars.

If this should happen, America is headed for very serious economic
trouble. The cost of evergthing will go up even further and employment figures
will go down. Indeed, the warning signals of s recession are slready appearing
on our economic horizon.

Obviously, there i{s only one reason for a federal deficit and that is

over-spending by our government. As far as spending is concerned, the federal

goverament has simply got to learn where to dmaw the line. If it doesn't, theyPRD :ﬁ

&
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-
watch out for your taxes next year and the "private' deficit you personall ﬁ%ll
9



have to face.

As a member of Congwess, I intend to do what I can to cut down on

unnecessary spending, even if it means that some worthwhile projects have to
be postponed until funds for them are available. In a time of war-~when

vast sums are necessary to support our fighting men in the field--it is
essentidd that priorities be established.

1f federal spending ges on unchecked, our fiscal balance is thrown
out of whack. For example, fourteen cents out of every dollar that you pay
in taxes now goes just to pay the interest on the national debt which has
goown by ten billion dollars in the past year.

What can be done? First of all President Johnson and his Administration
must devote much more effort to restraining the growth of non-essential spendng.
Rather than continually suggesting new spendingAsehemea, Mr. Johnson must find
means for protecting and defending the taxpayer. As an immedaite step the
Adminsitration sho#ld suspend its request for a 6 percent increase in income taxes.

Present and future administrations should refrain from promising
more than can safely be accomplished for the good of the country. The President
and Congress at all times should keep the efforts of the governmeht to achiave
desirable goals within the nation's current means.

Fiscal policy should be so planned as to proggce_a budget surplus in
years of high-level prosperity and substantial full employment, thereby reducing
inflationary pressures.

High priority should bévéivén to develépihg a solution fér thé balance-
of-payments problem. . .

Overlapping éﬁd duplic#fing'governmsnt programs should bq:gonsoligﬁged,
and where appropriate . eliminated, and in practical cases steps should be taéén to

transfer their administration to state and local governments.



This is your Congressman Jerry Ford reporting to you from Washington.

April the seventeenth--the last day for filing your federal income tax returns--is
almost here. I'm
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The Administration should do away with window dressing and cemofifiage
and should present a true and complete budget so that results will not appear
more favorable than they actually are.
I can assure you that I will continue to support sound fiscal
policy and to vote against unnecessary expenditures in an effort to obtain a
more nearly balanced budget and eliminate the neceasity for a tax increase.

by e e e i o i

This 18 your Congressman Jerry Ford reporting to you from Washington.
















































































