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Digitized from Box D34 of The Ford Congressional Papers: Press Secretary and Speech File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

ANNUAL DINNER OF THE MESIVTA OF LONG BEACH , 
NEW YORK 1 AT TEMPLE BETH EL, LONG ~CH , 
APRIL 1 , 1973 . ', 

WORTHY RABB IS, ESTEEMED GUEST OF HONOR' 
DIST INGU ISHED AWARDEES' LAD IES AND 
GENTLEMEN : 

SOME OF YOU MAY BE WONDER ING 
~w , OR WH Y, A MEMBffiOF CONGREss, FROM THE 
STATE OF MICHIGAN' COMES TO ADDRESS A 
GATHER ING OF YESHIVA PARENTS AND SUPPORTERS 
IN THE STATE OF NEW YORK. 

WELL) ON~ REASON IS MY GOOD 
FR IEND' H~RRY WALKER . WHEN HE ASKED ME TO 
COME ' I JUST COULDN)T REFUSE . WE HAVE 
TH IS LITTLE ARRANGEMENT' YOU SEE • -~~~ 
HE)S THE 'NALKER AND I' M THE TALKER . ~,.J4--;,._. · 

ANOTHER REASON IS THAT I AM NOT 
A TOTAL STRANGER TO YESH IVA EDUCAT ION . 
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JUST ANOTHER POL ITICIAN !" MAYBE SOME OF 
YOU HAVE HEARD THE STORY -- YOU BIBL ICAL 
SCHOLARS SHOULD APPREC IATE THIS ONE -- OF 
THE FOUR BOYHOOD FR IENDS WHO GOT TOGETHER 
IN LATER YEARS . THEY WERE BY NOW ALL 
WELL-ESTABL ISHED IN THE IR CAREERS) AND 
OVER A LE ISURELY LUNCH ONE DAY, THEY 
BEGAN 0 SCUSS ING THE IR RESPECT IVE 
PROFESSIONS AND WH ICH OF THEM WAS THE VERY 
OLDEST PROFESS ION . 

REQU IRED A SURG ICAL OPERAT ION, SO I WOULD 
SAY MED ICINE OR SURGERY IS THE OLDEST 
PROFESS ION ." 

I 
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HIM TO stVE~ A WORLD' A UNIVERSE) AND THAT 
REQUIRED ARCHITECTURAL PLA~N I,NG,_ WHICH 
MAKES MINE THE OLDEST PROFESSION .'_'~ 

"OBJECTION!" CRIED TH LA YER. 
"BEFORE THE WORLD WAS CREATED TH 
QHAOS, AND BEFORE A~~T~_I_NG COULD BE BUILT 
SOMEONE HAD TO STRAIGHTEN OUT THE 

- a :a 

CHAOS •· •• AND THAT'S A LAWYER'S JOB • ..... : .... 
SO I CLAIM TO BE PRACTICING THE OLDEST 

':2 

PROFESSION ." 
FINALLY, THE POLITIC.IA' POKE 

UP . "BUT GENTLEMEN " HE J "WHO DO YOU 
THINK CREATED THE CHAOS ?" 

TUAT MAY BE A PRETTY GOOB J_OKE) 

HAT'S THE KIND OF REPUTATION WE 
POLITICIANS HAVE TO LIVE DOWN . 

~~ - ~"==' 

vi~ IF I MAY GET SERIQUS_FOR A MOMENT' 
~~ SINCERELY BELIEVE THAT POLITICS 

I • 

' 
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IS A NOBLE PROFESSION . IT COMBINE~ IN A 
VERY PRACTICAL WAY, ITS,PRACTIONER,S NEEDJ 
TO EARN A LIVELIHOOD WITH THE GREA~SJ 
OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE THE NEEDS OF ONE 'S 
FELLOWMEN . AND IN THIS WONDERFUL COUNTRY 
OF OURs , WHICH HAS DEVELOPED THE FINEST 
SYSTEM YET DEVISED FOR THE EXPRESSION OF 

- - . 

ITS CITIZENS' RIGHTS AND THE FULFILLMENT 
QF THEIR NEEDS, IT IS INDEED A PRIVIL~~ 
TO BE A POLITICIAN . 

HOW DOES IT WORK ? VERY SIMPLE . 
IN THE WISDOM OF THIS COUNTRY' S FOUNDING 
FATHERS THEY REALIZED THAT IF EACH GROUP 
OF C I ti'hif(fat~~R -<>REPRESENT AT I ON FOR 
ITS PARTICULAR DESIRES AND REQUIREMENTS, 
AND IFJ ~OGETHER~ THESE REPRESENTATIVES 
SHAPED THE LAWS THAT GOVERNED THEM ~LL, -THE RESULTANT BALANCE WOULD BE 

' 
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THE MOST FAIR AND EQUITABLE FOR ALL . IF 
THE SOUTHERN STATES FOUGHT FOR THEIR 
INTERESTS AND THE NORTHERN STATES FOR THEIRS, 
IF THE F AR~AERS LOBB t·ED FOR THEIR WI SHES 
AND THE FACTORY ORKERS FOR THEIRS, 
IF THE EXPORTERS SOUGHT HELP FOR THEIR 
TRADE AND THE IMPORTERS FOR THEIRS -- THE 
OUTCOME WOULD BE WHAT IS BEST FOR THE 
COUNTRY AS A WHOLE . IT IS, THEN, THE 
POLITICIAN 'S JOB TO REPRESENT THE 
INTERESTS OF HIS CONSTITUENTS AS 
VIGOROUSLY AND qQNSCIENTIOUSLlAS HE CAN, 
AND IN SO DOING HE WILL BE ACHIEVING THE 
GREATEST GOOD FOR THE GREATEST NUMBER OF 
PEOPLE . 

THERE IS NO NEED, THEREFORE, 

FOR EVERY AMER~~~~~~~~.t STEREOTYPE . 
IT IS IN JUI~ c0DNTRY4 -- AND NOT IN HIS 
OWN -- THAT THE WORDS OF A PROMINENT 
COMMUNIST LEADER REALLY RING TRUE . 

' 
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"LET A THOUSAND FLOWERS BLOO~~" HE SAID . 
YES , WE SAY> LET A THOUSAND FLOWERS BLOOMJ 
LET THERE BE MANY DIFFERENT KIND Qf 

AMERICANS) AND LET THEM ALL EIGHI ECR. 
THEIR RIGHTS AND_fREFERENCES -- AS LONG AS < . z::;xs:::s::::=:u: - ~ 

THEY DO NOT DEPRIVE OTHERS OF THEIRS -- AND 
OURS WILL BE A RICHERJ HEALTHIER} STRONGER 
COUNTRY FOR IT. THAT IS OUR SY?TEMJ AND I 
AM PROUD TO BE AN INTEGRAL PART OF THAT 
SYSTEM. 

I SAY TO YOU : YOUR FAITH MAY 
NOT BE MY FAITH, IN MANY RESPECTS YOUR 
CULTURE AND V:OUR IDEALS MAY NOT BE EXACTLY 
THE SAME AS M IN~. BY[ THAT'SJEINE~ THAT'S 
WONDERFUL ! BE WHA 10U~RE_AND BE PROUD 

-_.....,.. 

OF IT~ OUR COUNTRY WAS ENRICHED AND 
ENNOBLED BY THE CULTURAL PLURALISM THAT 

\.uuz 

FLOURISHED ON THESE SHORES FOR MORE THAN 

, 
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300_YEARS . BAS ICALLY WE ALL LOVE
7
THIS ---==== 

COUNTRY AND ARE LOYAL TO IT, BUT BEYOND 
THAT WE CAN EACH LIVE UNDER OUR OWN FIG 

IN 
TREE ANDAOUR OWN VINEYARD, AND WE EACH 
CONTRIBUTE SOME RICHNESS TO LIFE IN THIS 
GLORIOUS LAND . 

I FULLY REALIZE THAT IT IS NOT 
~' ESPECIALLY WHEN YOU ARE IN A 
MINORITY. THERE IS A NATURAL TENDENCt TO 
WANT TO GO ALONG WITH THE STREAM, TO BE - ' 
LIKE EVERYONE ELSE . BUT I SAY THAT 
AMERICA WOULD BE POORER IF WE WERE ALL ALIKE . 
OUR LIVES WOULD BECOME DULL AND MONOTONOUS . 

--

YOU IN PARTICULAR HAVE SO MUCH 
TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE BEST THAT IS IN 
AMERICA -- YOUR LONG TRADITION OF STRICT 
ADHERENCE TO LAW AND ORDERJ TO THE SANCTITY 
OF PRIVATE PROPERTY, TO THE IDEALS OF 

' 
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CHARITY AND HUMANITARIANISM, TO THE 
LOFT lrEST PINNACLES OF ETHICS AND MORALITY . 
IT IS ~OT FOR ~ TO PREACH TO YOU' BUT I 
SPEAK TO YOU AS A LEADER IN AMERICAN 
SOCIETY : BE FIRM IN YOUR FAITH, RAISE UP 
YOUR CHILDREN IN THE WAYS OF YOUR 
FOREFATHERS, AND MAY OTHERS LOOK TO YOU 
AS AN EXAMPLE . 

~GAIN I SAY, I KNOW IT IS 
NOT EASY. MAINTAINING A PRIVATE SCHOOL 

--SYSTEM SUCH AS YOURS IS COSTLY1 IN TERMS 
OF TIME) EFFORT AND MONEY . I KNOW THAT 
YOUR TAX DOLLARS HELP TO SUPPORT THE PUBLIC 
SCHOOL SYSTEMS' FROM WH ICH YOU GAIN LITTLE 
DIRECT BENEFIT . I KNOW THAT IN EDUCATING 
YOUR CHILDREN IN THE AREA OF SECULAR 
STUDIES YOU ARE PERFORMING A FUNCTION THAT 
THE STATE SHOULD PERFORM. BUT THERE ARE 

, 
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DIFFICULTIES . THE CONSTITUTION, THE 
COURTS, VARIOUS STATE LAWS -- WITH ALL 
GOOD INTENT IONS -- SEEM TO WORK AGAINST 
DIRECT ASS ISTANCE TO PR IVATE PAROCH IAL 

SCHOOLS . ~ ;d ::::f/i!:--hH'1:ift: ~~~' 
-~ ~,.. 0 OT TH INK FOR ON'EiDMENi THAT~ 

I AND TH IS ADM INISTRAT ION, FROM PRES IDENT 
NIXON ON DOWN' ARE INSENS ITIVE TO YOUR 
PROBLEr~ . WE ALL REAL IZE THAT SOME 
FORMULA SHOULD BE DEV ISED TO HELP YOU 
CARRY THE BURDEN . JUST LAST APR IL, 

= > 
PRES IDENT NIXON TOLD CATHOL IC EDUCATORS 
THAT HE FAVORED FEDERAL ASSISTANCE TO 
INSURE THE CONT INUED EX ISTENCE OF SCHOOLS 
SUCH AS YOURS . AND IN HIS STATE OF THE 
UN ION MESSAGE TO CONGRESS) PRES IDENT NIXON 
SA ID: "I SHALL PROPOSE LEG ISLAT ION WH ICH 
WOULD PROV IDE FOR INCOME TAX CRED I T~FOR 

.. 

,-( . 

' 
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TUITION PAID TO NONPUBLIC ELEMENTARY AND 
SECONDARY SCHOOLS . THESE INSTITUTIONS 
ARE A VALUABLE NATIONAL RESOURCE, 

I ~ 

RELIEVING THE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM OF 
ENROLLMENT PRESSURES, INJECTING A WELCOME 
VARIETY INTO OUR EDUCATIONAL PROCEss, AND 
EXPANDING THE OPTIONS OF MILLIONS OF 
PARENTS ." 

AND IN RESPONDING TO THE 
PRESIDENT' S MESSAGE) I SAID ON THE FLOOR 
OF CONGRESS: "THIS rv1EANS THE CONGRESS 
SHOULD ACT PROMPTLY TO ••• PROVIDE 
PARENTS OF NONPUBLIC SCHOOL CHILDREN WITH 
INCOME TAX CREDITS FOR A PORT ION OF THE 
NONPUBLIC SCHOOL TUITION THEY PAY ." AND 
I INTRODUCED A NONPUBLIC SCHOOLS TAX CREDIT 
BILL ON THE OPENING DAY OF THE 93rJ CONGRESS . 

, 



-1 2-

!11S ONLY RljHT· IF GOVERNMENT 
CAN SPEND MANY MILLIONS OF DOLLARS ON DRUG 
ADDICTS, IT IS UNTHINKABLE THAT WE SHOULD 
NOT BE ABLE TO HELP YOUR STUDENTS -- AMONG 
WHOM YOU WON 'T FIND A SINGLE DRUG ADDICT . 
IF GOVERNMENT CAN SHOWER MANY MILLIONS OF 
DOLLARS ON THOSE WHO VANDALIZE OUR HOMES 
AND BURN OUR CITIESJ IT IS UNTHINKABLE THAT 
WE CAN ' T HELP THOSE WHO HELP BUILD OUR 
SOCIETY ON FOUNDATIONS OF THE HIGHEST 
ETHICAL STANDARDS . IF GOVERNMENT CAN 
SQUANDER MANY MILLIONS OF DOLLARS ON 
EXPERIMENTS TO OFFER HIGHER EDUCATION TO 
THOSE WHO SIMPLY CANNOT BENEFIT FROM IT, IT 
IS UNTHINKABLE THAT WE CANNOT AFFORD SOME 
FORM OF ASSISTANCE TO THOSE WHO ARE 
CAPABLE OF SCALING THE HEIGHTS OF 

. 
INTELLECTUAL ACHIEVEMENT AND CONTRIBUTING 

, 
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THEIR GIFTS TO THE IMPROVEMENT OF OUR 
SOCIETY . BELIEVE MEJ I AM NOT SPEAKING AS 
A POLITICIAN NOW BUT AS A CONCERNED 
CITIZEN . WE ARE WORKING ON II . IT ~ 

$ ~----

TAKE SOME TIME . OUR SYSTEM IS MUCH TOO 
VA[UABLE TO TAMPER ~ITH INDISCRIMINATELY. 

~ E MUST MOVE CAREFULLY AND CAUTIOUSLY, BUT 
~~~~E WILL DO SOMETHJNG . WE MUST DO SOMETHING . 
~ IN THE MEANTIMEJ I OFFER YOU 
~PRAISE ••• AND ENCOURAGEMENT . YOU ARE 

DOING A WONDERFUL JOB. AMERICA NEEDS PEOPLE 
LIKE YOUj THE ~O~EEDS PEOPLE LIKE YOU . 
AND WE NEED YOUR CHILDREN, JUST THE WAY 

r • 

YOU ARE RAJSING THEM UP IN THE MESIVTA 
OF LONG BEACH -- YOUNG MEN DEDICATED TO THE 
LOFTIEST IDEALS OF THE SPIRITUAL LIFE 
WHILE AT THE SAME TIME FULLY PARTICIPATING 
IN AND CONTRIBUTING TO THE SOCIETY WE LIVE IN. 

, 
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BLESSED BE THE HANDS OF THOSE WHO SUPPORT 
!HE MESIVTA OF LONG BEACHJ EACH AND EVERY_ 
ONE OF YOU . AND MAY THE ALM IGHTY GRANT 
YOU THE FULFILLMENT OF YOUR FONDEST 
DREAMS' FOR YOURSELF1 YOUR CHILDREN AND 
FOR ALL MANKINDJ THANK YOU . 

-- END --

, 



'"''l llH'n Hnl•no 
MESIVTA OF LONG BEACH 

Congressman Gera.l.d R. Ford 
Office of the Minority Leader 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Ford; 

Ml.rch 21, 1973 

I want to thank you tor consenting to be the Guest Speaker 

at our 7hh Annual Dinner this April 1, 1973. I am very pleased 

and honored that you found the time from your busy schedule to 

come and help us. 

Enclosed are some thoughts I jotted down about the Mesivta, 

which the Congressman might find ~setul for his files. 

I thank you again. 

SL:sl 

SineetJ ;'~", ~ 
Rab~~ 
Executive Director 

205 WEST BEECH STREET /LONG BEACH, N.Y., 11561/PHONE (516) 431-7414 
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REMARKS BY REP. GERALD R. FORD, R-MICH. 
REPUBLICAN LEADER, U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

AT THE 7th ANNUAL DINNER 
OF THE MESIVTA OF LONG BEACH, NEW YORK 

AT TEMPLE BETH EL 
LONG BEACH, NEW YORK 

APRIL 1, 1973 

Worthy Rabbis, esteemed Guest of Honor, distinguished Awardees, Ladies 

and Gentlemen: 

Some of you may be wondering how, or why, a member of Congress, from 

the state of Michigan, comes to address a gathering of Yes~iva parents and 

supporters in the state of New York. 

Well, one reason is my good friend, Harry Walker. When he asked me to 

come, I just couldn't refuse. We have this little arrangement, you see .•. he's 

the Walker and I'm the talker. 

Another reason is that I am not a total stranger to Yeshiva education. 

In my own state of Michigan, in our great city of Detroit, we have the Yeshiva 

Beth Yehuda, and I am quite familiar with the wonderful work they are doing. 

I applaud the efforts of everyone who believes in and supports this kind of 

fine educational system for our youth. 

I must admit, though, that it took a bit of coU%age on my part to accept 

this invitation. Politicians, you know, don't have a very highly esteemed 

public image, especially when they sound off on matters other than politics 

or public affairs (and even then it's not so hot •.. ). And if we ever hired a 

competent public relations man to correct this unfair image, we'd be criticized 

for that, too! You know how people talk, "Oh, he's just another politician!" 

Maybe some of you have heard the story -- you Biblical scholars should appreciate 

this one -- of the four boyhood friends who got together in later years. They 

were by now all well-established in their careers, and over a leisurely lunch 

one day, they began discussing their respective professions and which of them 

was the very oldest profession. 

"Well," said the doctor, "Eve was created from the rib of Adam, and that 

required a surgical operation, so I would say medicine or surgery is the oldest 

profession." 

"Ah, yes," said the architect among them, "but before even Adam could be 

created, there had to be someplace for him to live, a world, a universe, and 

that required architectural planning, which makes mine the oldest profession." 

"Objection!" cried the lawyer. "Before the world was created there was 

chaos, and before anything could be built someone had to straighten out the 

chaos •.• and that's a lawyer's job. So I claim to be practicing the oldest 

profession." 

Finally, the politician spoke up. "But gentlemen," he said, "who do you 

think created the chaos?" 

That may be a pretty good joke, but that's the kind of reputation we 

politicians have to live down. 

(more) 
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I~ I may get serious ~or a moment, I sincerely believe that politics is 

a noble pro~ession. It combines, in a very practical way, its practitioner's need 

to earn a livelihood with the greatest opportunity to serve the needs o~ one's 

~ellowmen. And in this wonder~ country o~ ours, which has developed the ~inest 

system yet devised ~or the expression of its citizens' rights and the fulfillment 

of their needs, it is indeed a privilege to be a politician. 

How does it work? Very simple. In the wisdom of this country's Founding 

Fathers, they realized that if each group o~ citizens had proper representation 

~or its particular desires and requirements, and if, together, these representatives 

shaped the laws that governed them all, the resultant balance would be the most 

fair and equitable for all. If the Southern states fought for their interests and 

the Northern states for theirs, if the farmers lobbied for their wishes and the 

factory workers for theirs, if the exporters sought help for their trade and the 

importers for theirs -- the outcome would be what is best for the country as a 

whole. It is then the politician's job to represent the interests of his con­

stituents as vigorously and conscientiously as he can, and in so doing he will 

be achieving the greatest good ~or the greatest number of people. 

There is no need, therefore, for every American to become a stereotype. 

It is in this country -- and not in his own -- that the words of a prominent 

Communist leader really ring true. "Let a thousand flowers bloom," he said. 

Yes, we say, let a thousand flowers bloom, let there be many different kinds of 

Americans, and let them all fight ~or their rights and preferences -- as long as 

they do not deprive others of theirs -- and ours will be a richer, healthier, 

stronger country for it. That is our system, and I am proud to be an integral 

part of that system. 

I say to you: Your faith may not be my faith, in many respects your 

culture and your ideals may not be exactly the same as mine. But that's fine, 

that's wonderful! Be what you are and be proud of it! Our country was enriched 

and ennobled by the cultural pluralism that flourished on these shores for more 

than 300 years. Basically we all love this country and are loyal to it, but 

beyond that we can each live under our own fig tree and our own vineyard, and 

we each contribute some richness to life in this glorious land. 

I fully realize that it is not easy, especially when you are in a minority. 

There is a natural tendency to want to go along with the stream, to be like 

everyone else. But I say that America would be poorer if we were all alike. 

Our lives would become dull and monotonous. 

You in particular have so much to contribute to the best that is in 

America -- your long tradition of strict adherence to law and order, to the 

sanctity of private property, to the ideals of charity and humanitarianism, to 

the loftiest pinnacles of ethics and morality. It is not for me to preach to 

you, but I speak to you as a leader in American society: Be firm in your faith, 

raise up your children in the ways of your forefathers, and may others look to 

you as an example. 

Again I say, I know it is not easy. Maintaining a private school system 

such as yours is costly, in terms of time, effort and money. I know that your 

tax dollars help to support the public school systems, from which you gain little 

{more) 
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direct benefit. I know that in educating your children in the area of secular 

studies you are performing a function that the state should perform. But there 

are difficulties. The Constitution, the Courts, various state laws -- with all 

good intentions seem to work against direct assistance to private parochial 

schools. 

Do not think for one moment that I and this administration, from 

President Nixon on down, are insensitive to your problems. We all realize 

that some formula should be devised to help you carry the burden. Just last 

April, President Nixon told Catholic educators that he favored Federal assistance 

to insure the continued existence of schools such as yours. And in his State 

of the Union message to Congress, President Nixon said: "I shall propose 

legislation which would provide for income tax credit for tuition paid to 

nonpublic elementary and secondary schools. These institutions are a valuable 

national resource, relieving the public school system of enrollment pressures, 

injecting a welcome variety into our educational process, and expanding the 

options of millions of parents." 

And in responding to the President's message, I said on the floor of 

Congress: "This means the Congress should act promptly to .•. provide parents of 

nonpublic school children with income tax credits for a portion of the nonpublic 

school tuition they pay." And I introduced a nonpublic schools tax credit bill 

on the opening day of the 93rd Congress. 

It is only right. If Government can spend many millions of dollars on 

drug addicts, it is unthinkable that we should not be able to help your students 

among whom you won't find a single drug addict. If Government can shower many 

millions of dollars on those who vandalize our homes and burn our cities, it is 

unthinkable that we can't help those who help build our society on foundations 

of the highest ethical standards. If Government can squander many millions of 

dollars on experiments to offer higher education to those who simply cannot 

benefit from it, it is unthinkable that we cannot afford some form of assistance 

to those who are capable of scaling the heights of intellectual achievement and 

contributing their gifts to the improvement of our society. Believe me, I am not 

speaking as a politician now but as a concerned citizen. We are working on it. 

It may take some time. Our system is much too valuable to tamper with 

indiscriminately. We must move carefully and cautiously, but we will do some­

thing. We must do something. 

In the meantime, I offer you praise ... and encouragement. You are doing 

a wonderful job. America needs people like you; and the world needs people like 

you. And we need your children, just the way you are raising them up in the 

Mesivta of Long Beach -- young men dedicated to the loftiest ideals of the 

spiritual life while at the same time fully participating in and contributing 

to the society we live in. Blessed be the hands of those who support the Mesivta 

of Long Beach, each and every one of you. And may the Almighty grant you the 

fulfillment of your fondest dreams, for yourself, your children and for all 

mankind. Thank you. 

# # # 
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this invitation. Politicians, you know, don't have a very highly esteemed 

public image, especially when they sound off on matters other than politics 

or public affairs (and even then it's not so hot ... ). And if we ever hired a 

competent public relations man to correct this unfair image, we'd be criticized 

for that, too! You know how people talk, "Oh, he's just another politician!" 

Maybe some of you have heard the story -- you Biblical scholars should appreciate 

this one -- of the four boyhood friends who got together in later years. They 

were by now all well-established in their careers, and over _a leisurely l~nch 

one day, they began discussing their respective professions and which of them 

was the very oldest profession. 

"Well," said the doctor, "Eve was created from the rib of Adam, and that 

·~ required a surgical operation, so I would say medicine or surgery is the oldest 

profession." 

"Ah, yes," sai.d the arc hi teet among them, "but before even Adam could be 

created, there had to be someplace for him to live, a world, a universe, and 

that required architectural planning, which makes mine the oldest profession." 
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Finally, the politician spoke up. "But gentlemen," he said, "who do you 
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That may be a pretty good joke, but that's the kind of reputation we 

politicians have to live down. 

(more) 



-2-

If I may get serious for a moment, I sincerely believe that politics is 

a noble profession. It combines, in a very practical way, its practitio~er's need 

to earn a livelihood with the greatest opportunity to serve the needs of pne's 

fellowmen. And in this wonderful country of ours, which has developed the finest 

system yet devised for the expression of its citizens' rights and the fulfillment 

of their needs, it is indeed a privilege to be a politician. 

How does it work? Very simple. In the wisdom of this country's F?unding 

Fathers, they realized that if each group of citizens had proper represen*ation 

for its particular desires and requirements, and if, together, these re-pr~sentatives 

shaped the laws that governed them all, the resultant balance would be the most 

fair and equitable for all. If the Southern states fought for their interests and 

the NoJ:~thern states for theirs, if the farmers lobbied for "their wishes and the 

factory workers for theirs, if the exporters sought help for their trade and the 

importers for theirs -- the outcome would be what is best for the country as a 

whole. It is then the politician's job to represent the interests of his con­

stituents as vigorously and conscientiously as·he can, and in so doing he will 

be achieving the greatest good for the greatest number of people. 

There is no need, therefore, for every American to become a stereotype. 

It is in this country -- and not in his own -- that the words of a promin~nt 

Communist leader really ring true. "Let a thousand flowers bloom," he said. 

Yes, we say, let a thousand flowers bloom, let there be many different kinds of 

Americans, and let them all fight for their rights and preferences -- as .long as 

they do not deprive others of theirs -- and ours will be a richer, healthier, 

stronger country for it. That is our system, and I am proud to be an int~gral 

part of that system. 

I say to you: Your faith may not be my faith, in mapy respects your 

culture and your ideals may not be exactly the same as mine. But that's fine, 

that's wonderful! Be what you are and be proud of it! Our country was enriched 

and ennobled by the cultural pluralism that flourished on these shores for more 

than 300 years. Basically we all love this country and are loyal to it, but 

beyond that we can each live under our own fig tree and our own vineyard, and 

we each contribute some richness to life in this glorious land. 

I fully realize that it is not easy, especially when you are in a minority. 

There is a natural tendency to want to go along with the stream, to be like . ' 
~ 

everyone else. But I say that America would be poorer if we were all alike. 

Our lives would become dull and monotonous. 

You in particular have so much to contribute to the best that is in 

America -- your long tradition of strict adherence to law and order, to the 

sanctity of private property, to the ideals of charity and humanitarianism, to 

the loftiest pinnacles of ethics and morality. It is not for me to preach to 

you, but I speak to you as a leader in American society: Be firm in your faith, 

raise up your children in the ways of your forefathers, and may others look to 

you as an example. 

Again I say, I know it is not easy. Maintaining a private school ~ystem 

such as yours is costly, in terms of time, effort and money. I know that your 

tax dollars help to support the public school systems, from which you gain little 

(more) 
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direct benefit. I know that in educating your children in the area of secular 

studies you are performing a function that the state should perform. But there 

are difficulties. The Constitution, the Courts, various state laws -- with all 

good i:qtentions seem to work against direct assistance to private parochial 

schools. 

Do not think for one moment that I and this administration, from 

President Nixon on down, are insensitive to your problems. We all realize 

that some formula should be devised to help you carry the burden. Just l~st 

April, President Nixon told Catholic educators that he favored Federal assistance 

to insure the continued existence of schools such as yours. And in his State 

of the Union message to Congress, President Nixon said: "I shall propose 

legislation which would provide for income tax credit for tuition paid to 

nonpublic elementary and secondary schools. These institutions are a valuable 

national resource, relieving the public school system of enrollment pressures, 

injecting a welcome variety into our educational process, and expanding the 

options of millions of parents." 

And in responding to the President's message, I said on the floor of 

Congress: "This means the Congress should act promptly to ... provide parents of 

nonpublic school children with income tax credits for a portion of the no~public 

school tuition they pay." And I introduced a nonpublic schools tax credit bill 

on the opening day of the 93rd Congress. 

It is only right. If Government can spend many millions of dollar~ on 

drug addicts, it is unthinkable that we should not be able to help your students 

among whom you won't find a single drug addict. If Government can shower many 

millions of dollars on those who vandalize our homes and burn our cities, it is 

unthinkable that we can't help those who help build our society on foundations 

of the highest ethical standards. If Government can squander many millio~s of 

dollars on experiments to offer higher education to those who simply cann~t 

benefit from it, it is unthinkable that we cannot afford some form of assistance 

to those who are capable of scaling the heights of intellectual achievement and 

contributing their gifts to the improvement of our society. Believe me, I am not 

speaking as a politician now but as a concerned citizen. We are working 9n it. 

It may take some time. Our system is much too valuable to tamper with 

indiscriminately. We must move carefully and cautiously, but we will do some-. ' 

thing. We must do something. 

In the meantime, I offer you praise ... and encouragement. You are doing 

a wonderful job. America needs people like you; and the world needs peop+e like 

you. And we need your children, just the way you are raising them up in the 

Mesivta of Long Beach -- young men dedicated to the loftiest ideals of the 

spiritual life while at the same time fully participating in and contributing 

to the society we live in. Blessed be the hands of those who support the Mesivta 

of Long Beach, each and every one of you. And may the Almighty grant you the 

fulfillment of your fondest dreams, for yourself, your children and for all 

mankind. Thank you. 

# # # 



The Mesivta was founded by graduates of the famous Beth Medrash Govaha 
in Lakewood, New Jersey. 

We have approximately 250 students. 

Our students come from the U.S, Mexico, & Canada 

They come from such states as Massachusets, Michagan, Vermont, & Florida 

Of this years graduating class: 

We have 3 modern dormitories 

60% received Regent Scholarships 
2 students received National Merit Scholarship Awards 
3 students received National Merit Commended Student Awards 
40% of senior class are members of Natioaal Honor Society 

We have kitchen and dining room facilities 

We have a new library. 

Our students attend classes from 8:30AM to 7:00 PM. Their studies include a, 
program of intensive Religious and Secular Studies. 
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STATISTICAL OVERVIEW 

The nation's nonpublic schools are an important part of elementary 

and secondary education in this country. In 1970, some 5,282,567 stu­

dents were enrolled in the largest private education enterprise in the 

world. Taken colle~~ively, the nonpublic enrollment exceeds, in size, 

·the public school system of our larges~. state by more. than one-half 
• 

milliOn student~. One in ev:ery ten American school children is being 

educated in the private sector. (See State Table on following page) 

The impact an'd importance of thes'e schools goes beyond gros~ national 

enrollment figures. Nonpublic schools-·are largely an urban phenomenon, 

'pla~'ing a vi t&l role in the education, tax structure and viability o~ 
. I 

ever:r metropolitan area in the nation. · To return briefly to national 
. t 

figures 83% or 4,471,895 of these students are found in the Standard Metro-

politan Statistical Area (47 1/2% or 2,600,465 in the SMSA center cities). 

.In many cities their enrollment represents a major cQmponent: 
• •.t 

Public School NonEublic School Percent of 
Enrollment Enrollment Total 

\ 
1. New York 1,116,711 

. 
358,594 24.3% 

2. Chicago 554,477 208,174 27.3 . 
3. Los Angeles 653,549 43,601 6.3 
4. Philadelphia 288,799 146,298 33.6 
5. Detroit 294,094 58,228 16.5 
6. Houston 223,772 16,672 6.9 
1· Baltimore 192,169 33,833 15.0 
8. Dallas 158,729 11,178 6.6 
9. Washington 149,021 18,008 10.8 

10. Cleveland 1531043 36,922 19.4 
Totals 3,784,364 931,508 19·7% 

The ten largest · cities in the nation bear this out quite 
~ . graphically. 

With an enrollment'Of 3,784,364 public school students and 931,508 nonpUblic .,... . . 
students, 19.7% of all students are in nonpublic=schools. 

i . 
t 
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MR. PINCUS ROTHSTEIN 

Our Guest of Honor 

Mr. Pincus Rothstein, president of Hawdro, a r~l estate concern, is a 
prominent member of the Long Island Jewish community. His 
communal interests and benefactions encompass·the major 
philanthropic institutions in this country and in Israel. He has been for 
many years a member of the Board of Trustees of Congregation 
Shaare Tefilah of Far Rockaway, and an active supporter of UJA, 
Hebrew Institute of Long Island, Yeshiva Taras Chaim at South 
Shore, Yeshiva Taras Emes ofBrooklyn, and many others. 

His concern for Jewish education is of long standing a,nd he has 
demonstrated a special interest in the Mesivta of Long Beach. 

We deem it a privileg~ to tender honor to such an outstanding 
member of the community and supporter of the cause of Torah 
education. 
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The Mesivta of Long Beach 
requests the honor of your presence 

at the 
Seventh Annual Dinner 

in honor of 
Mr. Pincus Rothstein 

to beheld 
Sunday evening, the first of April 

Nineteen hundred and seventy three 

at 
Temple Beth El 

570 West Walnut Street 
Long Beach, New York 

Subscription $150 per couple 
(No solicitation of funds at dinner) 

R.S.V.P. 
Cocktails 5 :45 pm 

Dinner 6:45pm 
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The history of Man is the search for "the way 
to the Tree of Life," a pattern of living that will 
assure eternal happiness. In the beginning, 
Man- for the most part -had to discover it 
for himself. Since Sinai, however, we have had 
a Divinely-revealed "way of life"- the 
Torah - which, if followed, would bring to 
all Mankind the ultimate Good, in this world 
and in the next. 

Since Sinai, however, many people- as 
nations and as individuals- have refused to 
accept the Torah way of life, and have sought 
life patterns more congenial to their natural 
instincts. Their lack of success is evident in 
the world around us- wars, genocide, hatred, 
gross immorality, a self-indulgent, rebellious, 
drug-addicted youth that threatens the 
dissolution of human society. 

The Jewish people have long ago discovered 
that the most effective guarantee for 
adherence to the Good Life is the study of and 
dedication to the Torah. Deep understanding 
of and profound commitment to the teachings 
of our Prophets and Sages are the 
indispensable ingredients for "keeping the 
way to the Tree of Life". 

To help young boys 
achieve this understanding, to make 
meaningful this sense of commitment, is the 
goal and purpose of the Mesivta of Long Beach. 



PREPARING FOR THE WAY 

The Mesivta of Long Beach is dedicated to the 
proposition that during his high-school and 
post-high-school years, a boy enters the final 
and most crucial stage of preparing himself 
for the road of life that faces him. It is during 
these years that he must gird himself with the 
armor of Torah, arm himself with the lance 
of scholarship and the shield of devotion, in 
order to meet the challenges of a secular, 
harsh, materialistic world. 

He must be given a thorough grounding in 
Torah study ... breadth of knowledge, depth 
of understanding, techniques of self-study, 
sensitivity to Jewish moral values, character 
building based on a foundation of Torah 
hashkafa (world view). At the same time, he 

must also gain a: solid grasp of contemporary 
secular knowledge- mathematics, science, 
literature, history, the various disciplines that 
have shaped the world we live in. All the 
while remembering, of course, that "a boy is a 
boy"- and that he has his needs: healthy food 
to grow on, proper rest, adequate recreation 
and exercise, and wholesome friends. 

In this manner, whatever course he follows 
when he sets out on the road- whether it be 
a continuation of his Torah studies or training 
for a secular career- he will remain a loyal 
member of the Torah fraternity, prepared to 
preserve and transmit the moral heritage of 
our people. 



THE SITE 

Ideally situated in a quiet, residential suburb 
of New York, Mesivta of Long Beach affords 
the student an atmosphere conducive to 
serious study, combined with proximity to one 
of the Torah educational and cultural centers 
of the world. 

THE SYSTEM 

Very careful screening of candidates makes it, 
indeed, an honor and distinction to be 
accepted as a student. Classes are small, 
encouraging a warm, personal, close 
relationship between faculty and students. 
The high-school curriculum is stimulating, 
varied and innovative both in the secular and 
religious departments. A post-graduate 
program of Bais Hamedrash study is also 
offered. A total environment exists, including 
supervision at meals, sports, in the dormitories 
and during study periods. 

THE STAFF 

Each of the Roshei Yeshiva at Mesivta of Long 
Beach is carefully chosen for his scholarly and 
human qualities. Likewise, the secular faculty 
is comprised of highly experienced and 
superbly trained specialists- many with 
doctorates and advanced degrees. 

Both faculties have been attracted by the 
opportunity to teach and motivate a bright 
and respectful student body, thus converting 
their teaching into a challenge and joy. 

THE SCHOOL 

In September of 1965, Mesivta of Long Beach 
began with 20 students and a faculty of 7. Its 
growth up to the present has been 
phenomenal; its reputation enviable and far­
reaching. A complete New York State­
accredited general studies high-school 
program is offered. Existing facilities include 
biology, chemistry and physics labs, two 
reference libraries, and residence and dining 
halls. Courses in physical education, 
swimming and driver education are included 
in the program. Counselling and testing 
services are available. 



THE SITE 

Ideally situated in a quiet, residential suburb 
of New York, Mesivta of Long Beach affords 
the student an atmosphere conducive to 
serious study, combined with proximity to one 
of the Torah educational and cultural centers 
of the world. 

THE SYSTEM 

Very careful screening of candidates makes it, 
indeed, an honor and distinction to be 
accepted as a student. Classes are small, 
encouraging a warm, personal, close 
relationship between faculty and students. 
The high-school curriculum is stimulating, 
varied and innovative both in the secular and 
religious departments. A post-graduate 
program of Bais Hamedrash study is also 
offered. A total environment exists, including 
supervision at meals, sports, in the dormitories 
and durinR study periods. 

THE STAFF 

Each of the Roshei Yeshiva at Mesivta of Long 
Beach is carefully chosen for his scholarly and 
human qualities. Likewise, the secular faculty 
is comprised of highly experienced and 
superbly trained specialists- many with 
doctorates and advanced degrees. 

THE FUTURE 

During the next five years the budget of 
Mesivta of Long Beach will exceed one million 
dollars. Urgently needed, as expansion takes 
place, will be additional classrooms, larger 
library and laboratory facilities, and new 
residence and dining halls. 
Contributions to further the aims of Mesivta 
of Long Beach are welcome and will be 
accorded appropriate commemorative 
recognition. 
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MESIVTA OF LONG BEACH 

205 WEST BEECH STREET I LONG BEA~H, N.Y., 11561/ PHONE (516) 431-7414 



Mr. Harry Walker 
Mesivta of Long Beach 
205 West Beech Street 
Long Beach, N.Y. 11561 



Dear Mr. Walker: 

I shall be pleased to attend the Seventh Annual 
Dinner of the Mesivta of Long Beach in honor of 
Mr. Pincus Rothstein, to be held Sunday evening, 
April1, 1973, at Temple BethEl, 570 West Walnut 
Street, Long Beach, N.Y. Please make ___ _ 
reservation(s) at $150 per couple. 

Name __________________________________ _ 

Address-----------------------

(Please list additional reservations on the reverse side.) 

"l"[IJ. 




