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When I first came to Congress 24 years ago, I was under the handicap
of having defeated in the Republican primary a very senior member in the
Michigan delegation who naturally had many good friends in the llouse. I
happened to sit down beside one of them the very first day, introduced myself
and chattered away full of excitement and friendly spirit.

The senlor member didn't say much, but finally he turned to me and
asked:

"Young man, do you know the definition of a Congressman? A Congressman
is the shortest distance between two years."

You will find, I hope, tﬁat we are a much friendlier bunch ;pwadays.
For one thing, a bloc of 68 votes -~ 15 percent of the House -~ could be
decisive 1if all you new Members would stick together. But, of course, you
won't. You will vote according to your best judgment and the best interests
of the country and of your constituents, which is how it should be.

But may I urge you to counsel with vour colleagues in one iﬁportant
respect, and that is the consideration we all owe to the institution of the
House itself. The longer vou wvork here the better you will understand what

I mean.
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I'm sure that if my dear friend Hale Bogps were here he would say the
same thing more eloquently. And Nick Begich, though he had served only one
term, would have agreed. So I savy this in a completely nonpartisan spirit,

This is truly the People's House, as Thomas Jefferson called 1t. It
éomes as close to being a continuous sampling of public opinion asiany part
of our government. Its powers are very great. Its traditions are very strong
and deeply rooted in the lessons of historv. You have been entrusted by the
people who elected you -- by those who voted for you and also by those who
voted against you or didn't vote at all -- to represent them in shaping laws
and making decisions that profoundly affect their lives and the future of their
children. This is a solemn responsibilitv‘and a high privilege.

The institutions of government are 511 under fire today, and among them
the House of Representatives. This is not;unique to our times; Congress has
always been the target of humorists like Mark Twain and Will Rogergland
Presidents from George Washington forward have not been above blaming most
of the country's troubles on the legislative branch.

But I think it is fair to say that never before have we been under

closer scrutiny by the public than today, with all the advances in communications
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and instant analysis —— and with the 1ibe§élization of our own rules and
procedures. So I urge you all, and particularly the new members, to bear
in mind that you represent the House 1itself, in all that you do. I for one
pray that we shall represent the House in this 93rd Congress with hﬁnor and
with pride.

One Member, above all, represents the House as an institution more than
the rest of us, The Speaker has been called the second most powerful official
of our government and the Speakership is an office of great dignity and power
demanding great diligence and ability. Only 49 Americans have occupied this
Speaker's chair.

We have just elected one of my oldest and dearest friends to.this high
responsibility for the second time. He has shown himself to be a Speaker
of scrupulous honesty and fairness, a stanch champion of the rights and
privileges of all Members and of the great traditions of this body. I am
deeply honored to present to my colleagues of the 93rd Congress a fine friend,
a dedicated American and a distinguished son of Oklahoma, the Speaker of the

House of Representatives, the Honorable Carl Albert.
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