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RELEASE
--FOR RELEASE AT 6 P.M.-Saturday, September 23, 1972

- Excerpts from a Speech by Rep. Gerald R. Ford at the Scheykill County, Pa.,
Republican Committee's campaign kickoff dinner in Pottsville, Pa.
The polls are showing George McGovern up for what he is -- a fumbler and
a bumbler.
The entire McGovern campaign to date has been a mess of miscalculations,
blunders, confusion, disorder, waffling, opportunism and demagoguery.
Is it any wonder that the polls show him lagging far behind President
Nixon?
The American people don't want a man to run the country who can't even
run his own campaign.
Democrats as well as Republicans feel this way.
McGovernment either.

They don't like

And so we welcome them to vote with us -- to vote for good

government and for continued progress toward peace and prosperity.
Let me say at this point that a victory in Pennsylvania is crucial to a
national victory for President Nixon on Nov. 7.
organization in high gear.

I urge you to get your

Get Republicans and anti-McGovern Democrats

registered and get them to the polls on Election Day.
Let everyone know what an on-again, off-again candidate George McGovern
is

and what a danger he is to sound progress in this country.

Then see that

they cast their votes for Richard M. Nixon and against McGovernment.

A vote

againnt McGovernment is a vote against misgovernment.
You know why George McGovern is dangerous.
He would greatly expand our welfare rolls and double the taxes of the
average American to pay for it.
He would beg for peace in Hanoi --make peace on the enemy's terms.
He would slash our defenses unilaterally -- and trust the Soviet Union
to follow suit.
He would cut our armed forces by

40 per cent without any similar force

reductions by the Russians.
(more)

! if

..
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He would wreck the Atlantic Alliance -- and in so doing he would risk
the security of every man, woman and child in this country.
So we need President Nixon more than ever.
And President Nixon badly needs a Republican Congress.
The Congress he has now has made good on only 20 of the Nixon
Administrations' 62 major legislative proposals.

That's a lousy track record in

anybody' s book.
We've got to focus on electing a Republican Congress this year.
Do you realize the Democrats have controlled Congress for the past
18 years?

In fact, America has had a Democratic Congress for 36 out of the

past 40 years.
No wonder we're still talking about tax reform instead of doing something
really meaningful about it.
No wonder there was no real help for the cities until President Nixon
beat the Democratic Congress over the head with his revenue-sharing proposal.
No wonder we still haven't reformed the scandalous welfare system.
No wonder we still haven't reorganized the sprawling Federal bureaucracy.
No wonder we still haven't reformed our pension programs.
Let's look to the future.

Let's give President Nixon a second term and

a Republican Congress to work with.

This Republican team will make things

better.
Let's help Dick Nixon lead this nation to new greatness by electing
Republicans to every office in the land -- from the court house to the White
House.

That's the team we need to keep America headed in the
So let's do the job.

Dick Nixon.

Together we can.

Let's move forward together.

# # II
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