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AN ADDRESS BY REP. GERALD R. FORD I
AT COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES OF WAKE FOREST UNIVERSITY
WINSTON~-SALEM, N.C,
MONDAY MORNING, MAY 29, 1972
President Scales, members of the faculty, members of the graduating
: i
class of 1972 and my friends, it 1s & distinct privilege and an honor for
me to participate in your commencement cetemdniea.

Russell Baker had a column in the New York Times recently about the
much~discussed communications gap between genarations. He observed that ’
there are certain code words or phrases which have the automatic effect é

;

of turning off the audience. i
!

As an example, he cited the words: "When I was your age."” Whenever :

an older person utters these words to a younger person, [he said] the
comprehension mechanism of the younger party simply goes blank like a

television screen when somebody pullas the plug.

Of course, the young generation knows perfectly well that we senior
citizens were never your age, that we wvere born on the threshhold of
senility and that whatever we think we remember about our youth is

inaccurate and irrelevant.

So, I solemnly promise you that I will not once mention how it was

"when 1 was your age” nor even express the wish that I might be again.
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But T will mention one hope that I have for all of you when you are my

age. I hope that you will have the heartwarming experience of watching

your firstborn son receive his degree from ; fine educational institution
1ike Wake Forest.

You can be doubly proud of this moment because you, all of the
graduating class, more than anyone else, kn@w that Wake Forest is one
university that demands and achieves academic excellence. ;

I know one senior who wasn't spending as much time studying as ' i
he should have last winter, so ha tried to con his professor with a little
of the Christmas spirit. He wrote a note oﬁ the top of his mid-term test
saying, ''The Lord only knows the answers to these questions. Merry Christmas!"
Two weeks later he got the test back and the professor had written another
little note under his. It said, '"The Lord gets an A. You get an F. Happy
New Year!"

Graduation exercises are, as you know, primarily for parents and
the people who rent caps and gowns. But it is a fixed part of the academic

ritual to have a commencement speech.
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§ A commencement speech is8 when you take 5,000 words and string them
§ out for 45 minutes, and all you really say i{s: SCHOOL'S OUT!

Yell, you know that Ford has a better idea -- and this Ford's better
idea 18 to keep this as brief as possible. 1I've found that the only one
] who listens to me after ten minutes is the ﬁext speaker.

In a few weeks T will be visiting the People's Republic of China.

, Following the President's historic trip to that vast and ancient country,
the Majority and Minority Leaders of the Congreaa were invited by the
i Chinese. Senators Mansfield and Scott recently returned, while Congressman
: Hale Boggs of Louisiana and I, with our wivgs and a small American staff,
will be lemving in June.

I wish that I could have been to Peking and back already so I could
give you a firsthand report; but like most of you, I have been doing a
lot of homework and midnight reading lately?to prepare myself.

I've been briefed by the President and the Senators, as well as
China experts from the State Department, on what to expect of the new
China which has been hidden from Americans, indeed from most foreigners,

for a full generation.
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The one impression they all bring back is the tremendous degree of
dedication and discipline whichvthey encountered among the Chinese people,
They are struck by the fact that farmer and city dweller, young and old,
one and all appear to be motivated by the cbmmon goals set for them by
Chafrman Mao, by the nearly universal desire to reform their society through
their own resources and their own hard work.

President Nixon told me when he returned from China that the one thing
which impressed him most was their total belief and total dedication to
their system of govermment, especially amoné the younger people. But he
added that he returned with a stronger faith in our system of government,
with its unique emphasis on individuality and freedom. Both the Democratic
and Kepublican leaders of the Senate voiced similar sentiments after their
vigit to the People's Republic of China.

Of course I do not intend to prejudge China; I go there with great
gratitude for the opportunity, with an open mind and immense curiosity,
and I will draw my own conclusions. But I mention these impressions of

those who have gone before because I believe that in every human soclety,
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East or Vest, ancient or modern, from the earliest records of organigzed

cormunities until the present day, there has been a continuous effort to

find the perfect mix of these two ideals; on the one hand, discipline and

dedication; and on the other, individuality and freedom.

I do not say that one is better than the other; what I do say is
that we must find a proper proportion of both; in government, and in our
individual 1lives. Uhenever a soclety goes too far in one direction or !
the other 1t 18 in trouble. Where there 1s‘too much discipline and dedication, E
you get despotism, and even a benevolent despotism will eventually corrupt
and corrode the human spirit and sew the seads of its own destruction.

Where there 13 too much individu&lity and freedom, on the other hand, there
will be disorder and anarchy and chaos, in which no one can live in safety,
let alone create for the common good. From such chaos there always arises

a strong man, a self-appointed Master, who restores dedication and discipline
and destroys every vestige of individuality and freedom.

You have seen the clash of these two fundamental forces in your own

livea. Your elders ~~ be they parents or teachers or preachers or political
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It is no accident that the several fields of academic inquiry, the law,
medicine, physical science, literature, language, engineering, theology

and philosophy, for example, are called "disciplines.'" To master any of

them requires an extraordinary degree of self-discipline and of dedication
to a chosen goal. This definitely limits individuality and curtails
individual freedom, at least during the learning period. But we accept
it {f our motivation i3 strong enough; and wg also have full confidence
that after our apprenticeship we will enjoy an extra measure of freedom
and individual expression.

iow you have reached the first and major milestone of academic
discipline, and you are about to reap the reward of greater freedom and
individualism, The thought I hope to leave‘wich you today is not to swing
too far toward either extreme. I urge you fo keep in your own lives, and
in the life of our nation, the delicate balgnce between discipline and
freedom, between dedication and individuality, without which you cannot

possibly have either a happy life or a good society.
The ancient Greeks discovered and pntjinto written documents most

of the phiilosophical ideas by which men 1ive today; the Athenians had
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freedom and individuality and the Spartans had dedication and discipline;

the Spartans were emulated by the Macedonians and under the leadership of

Alexander they subdued not only Athens but the known world. Yet their
triumph wan short, freedom and 1nd1v1dua11ty‘wou1d not be suffocated, and
the world was not agaln ordered by discipline and dedication until the i
Fomans forged these twin virtues into theiryiron swords. The Roman world
was long on law and order and short on creaﬁivity, which burst out anew

in the near-anarchy of the Renaissance., : ;

I'm not a history professor, but you can follow my theme through the

rest of it. There has always been this struggle and conflict between
absolute liberty and absolute order, and it has been the job of politicians

and statesmen throughout history to reconcile these two most desirable

conditions of human life. ‘
It has been saild that the difference between politicians and statesmen

is that the politician thinks of the next election, while the statesman

thinks of the next generation.
1 don't know where that puts me because, frankly, I think of both.

Like the soap commercial says: Don't you wish everybody did?
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I'm here this morning not as a statesman, nor as a politician,

nor even as a parent. I'm here because I am concerned, as I think you

are concerned, with what kind of a country and what kind of a world we

will have when you are my age, when you have done the best you can to
i

make it better, when you can think of all the things you should have done |

and didn't do, and all the things you did and shouldn't have done, and

when, perhaps, you will be called upon to say a few words of wisdom to §

the Senior Class of Two Thousand and Two.

The thoughtas I hope to leave are these: Nurture in your own lives,
and sustain in this Nation, the delicate and difficult mixture of discipline

and dedication, of individuality and freedom, which has got us where we

are today, and will preserve and protect us in the future.

Americans have not yet found the perfect formula. But we have done

better than most of the nations that have come and gone in history; we

i
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live under a system of government that 18 nearly 200 years old and is

today the oldest continuous Conatitutional republic in the world. But

it 18 changing, it has always been changing, and 1t will continue to

change,
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Just for instance, in this very Congress we have lowered the voting
age to 18 and proposed a Constitutional Amendment for equal rights for
women, though the States have yet to go along. The voting age was set
at 21 many centuries ago when this was the age at which a young male was
supposed to be strong enough to wear heavy armor. The inequality of women
under the law -- for I assure you they havé always been superior in most
other respects -— stems from the same mediéval times when muscle rather
than mental ability was society's primary asset.

When you are my age the Class of 2002 may very likely be admonished 5
by a woman politician, I am delighted to note that Wake Forest has again
set the pace by electing Marylou Cooper as next year's Student Government
President. My opponent in my last electioniwas a woman, but unfortunately
she didn't get enough votes., My congratulations to Miss Cooper. I trust
she 1sn't planning to move to Michigan.

I am encouraged to learn that 62 perc;nt of the eligible students
at Wake Forest have already registerad to vote in November. 1 hope that

percentage will increase. I was in the forefront of the effort in Congress

to extend the vote to 18, 19 and 20 year-old Americans, not because I
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felt 1t would benefit my party -- most of the surveys suggested the
contrary -- but.because I sincerely believe.it will benefit our country. '

Don't get me wrong -~ I'm not going soft and saying that your generation
knows better than my generation how the government should be run, or that i
you have all the answers that we have failed to find. But I have four of

the younger generation in my own family, and I meet with groups of young

people four and five times a week, and I never cdme out of such discussions
without some interesting new ideas or approaches to problems. So I'm
confident that giving the thoughtful young people of America a voice and

a vote can only benefit all of us in the long run. My only misgiving is

that you will not take full advantage of this chance to get into the
hot-and-heavy, give-and—takelof the political process, not only by voting

but also in precinct work and year-round party building and policy-formulatiom,
not only by championing the candidate of your choice in a glamorous
Presidential contest but also by working for and supporting the champions

of good government who run for school boards. county and city office,

the State legislatures and the Congress. FEven running for some partisan

political office yourself.
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If you do get involved in this year's political campaign, never 1
forget that the things that unite us as Americans are far:-more enduring
than the things that divide us -- and one of these is our national sense
of humor,

As the campaign gets hotter, try to remember to singe but never

to burn -~ that all of ua, regardlesms of Party or ape, would lots rather

make love than war -— that both Democrats and Republicans are striving

together to create a more perfect Union, with liberty and justice for all.
Our unwritten compact of respect forjthe convictions of others and

faith in the decency of others, allows Ameficans the luxury of rugged

; political competition. Let's all work to banish war from our shrinking j

world and hate from our expanding hearts -- to make this whole planet as

full of friendship and felicity as this campus is today. i

Discipline and dedication. Individuality and freedom. You have
encountered these seemingly contradictory élements in your college years
and in your own family life. You have achieved some balance, some compromise,

some kind of mixture in your own life. We all have.

Perhaps the American dream 1s too high on individuality and freedom.

Perhaps closed societies such as that of mainland Chins are toc long on
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discipline and dedication. Perhaps we can teach each other and learn from
each other, as the doors begin to open,

Confuciua; whose thoughts guided millions upon millions of Chinese
before Chairman }Mao, and I suspect still do, was very strong on the importance
of education. One of his sayings, which hqs been translated into English
verse, sraems to me particularly appropriate for graduating senlors -- or
for that matter —— for their proud parents and grandparents who are here
today. This 18 what Confucius said:

"Wise is that man, and bound to grow,
Who knows he knows a thing or so,
But who 18 not afraid to show,

The many things he doesn't know."

This 13 truly a day of Commencement, the last time you will ever be
assembled all in one place, the first time you will each be on your own,
taking up the task of making a full life for yourselves and as much as lies
in your ﬁower, a better world for all mankind. Cherish the virtues of
freedom and individuality, discipline and dedication; cultivate courtesy

and charity and compassion; remember that courage comes from faith, and

that faith is only fear that has said its prayers.
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Congratulations, Class of 1972, and Godspeed to all of you. The

world is already better for your being, and it will be a far better world,

1 know, when you are wmy age.
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President Scales, members of the facultj. members of the graduating
clars of 1972 and my friends, 1t 18 a distiﬁéﬁ privilege and an honor for

me to participate in your commencement‘cétemoniea.

i1

Pussell Baker had a column in the New York Times recently about the

much-diucusued communications gap hetween genorations. He observed that

there are certain code words or bﬁraaes which have the automatic effect

4l

of turning of f tha audience.

As an example, he cited the wotdlxggsg?§n I was your age." Whenever
an older person utters these wbrdsyfo’n iéungar person, [he said] the
comprehension mechanism of thevjéénégr'birﬁgsaimply goes blank 1like a

telavision acreen when aoﬁebodj‘iullé the plug.

Of course, the young gonqr@tlon knawnﬁporfuccly wall that we senior
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citizens were never your age, that we wvere ﬁorn on the threshhold of
aenility and that whatever we think we remember about our youth is
* inaccurate and irrelevant. 3{? Ve |
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age. T hope that you will have the hoartwarming experience of wntching
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your firstborn son receive his degree from a fine educational institution
11¥~ lake Forest.

You can he doubly proud of thia momen; becnuue you, all of the

graduating class, more than anyone else, kh@b that Wake Forest is one
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university that demands and achieves academi’c excellence. i
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1 know one peninr who wasn't apbndihg‘hs much time studying as
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e shendd have Jont winter, no ha tried tovébn his profesnor with a litcle

of the Chrigtmas spirit. Hevwroté a n6t¢ §ﬁ the top of his mid~term test
aaying, ''"The Lord only knows thévnndﬁerg ththase questions, Merry Christmas!"

. 4 Al f. {

3'idg 3 Ly

fudediah 0 p 3, 1
A 3

Two weels later he pgot the test bdck ;nd tﬁe'btofesnor had written another
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little note under his., It said. "The Lord geia an A. You got an ¥, Happy

New Year!'

Graduation exercises ara, as you knowi primatily fot parents and
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A commencement apeecly is whbﬁ on’fukg 5,000 words and étring them
: Rt ~

out for 45 minutes, and all you really say is: SCHOOL'S OUT!

tell, yon know that Ford has a héitdrsldon -- and thia Ford's better
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who 11stens to me after ten minutes is the next speaker.

Tn # few woekn T will be visiting the People's Republic of China.

Following the President's historie tfipfﬁbighqt vast and ancient country,
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the “afority and Minority Leaders of the Congrcas were invited by the

will be leaving in June. }?;;,;i | i~.
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I've been briefed by thatheﬁideht and the Senators, as well as

China experts from the State ﬁg@nitmbﬁ;}'oﬁ:What to expect of the new
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China which has been hidden from Americans, lndeed from most foreigners,
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gratitude for the opportunity, with an open ‘mind and immense curiosity,

and I will draw my own conclustons. But I ention these impreasions of

those who have gone hefore bechqne‘l béligvé that in every human soclety,
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" Fant or Vest, ancient or modern,' from the earliest records of organized
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cormunities until the present day, there has been a continuous effort to
find rhe perfect mix of theae two {deals; on tha one hand, discipline and
dedication; and on the other, individuality and freedom.
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7 do not nay that onae is better than the othar; what T do say is
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that we: muat find a proper propértlon of‘ﬁb hi in goverument, and in our

individual 1ives. lhenever a society Roes too far in one direction or
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the othor 1t 14 In trouble, Vhere there 1&%:00 much diacipline and dadication,
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‘ oiedii f J.““'v ‘ '
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let alone create for the coﬁmoh’édod.'?Frouésuch chadn there always arises
a strong man, a self-dppoingeﬁ ﬂiltet;zﬁho;yentorea dedication and discipline

and destroys every vestige of individuality and freedom.
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1t 18 no acefdent that the peveral ﬂi&id&?df?ﬁcademic tnqﬁiry. the law,

medicine, physical qcience, litetature. lnngunge. engineering, theology
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freedom atid individuality and the Spartans hqd dedication and discipline; = {

the Spartans vere emulated by the Hacedoninn& nnd under the leadernhtp of
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tlerander they subdued not only Athens but the known world. Yet their

triumeh wan shore, freedom and individuality would not he suffocated, and:

the world was not again ordered by di#é!pliné and dedication until the
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Like the soap commetcialJana; Don t yoq wish everybody,did?
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1'm here thia morning not as a statesman, nor aa a politiciam,

Pt il

445

nor even as a parent., 1'm here because I am concerned, as I think you

are concerned, with what kind of_a‘bountri and what kind of a world we

will have when you are my agé, when you hiv@ done the best you can to
i AR e
make 1t better, when you can thﬁnﬂféf all tﬁ; things you should have done
| LAl
and 4idn't do, and all the things you did th shouldn't have done, and
when, perhaps, you will be callad'upoﬁﬁtb d@f’a few words of wiadom to
y ) B LW
the Zentor Clana of Two Thousand and Two, |

Tne thoughts I hope to‘iggﬁg‘dfé ;hg§§E Nurture in your own lives,

1 4
Wi} '

and sustain in thias Nation.”the@QeIicate;éﬁd difficult mixture of discipline

‘ i : ‘ e "h:-:' ,.
and dedication, of individuality and ftééﬂ&h. which has got us where we

,‘x‘v.‘.":‘ﬂ‘:, i ‘
are today, and will preaurve nnd protect un ‘4n the future. . b

‘yﬁv

Americans have not yot fqund tho'ﬁeiféct formula. But we have done
better than most of the nationg that hhvh come and gone in history; we

N v, bt L%

live under a system of govethhip;‘Eﬁﬁ:‘iifﬁenrly 200 years old.and is

.‘, .w';:i'

today the oldest continuoua Conutitutional republic in the world. But
: )1 {

i1t {4 changing, i1t has always bé§ﬁ ¢H;hg;@g,'nnd it will continue to

chiange,
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Just for instance, in this very‘CQﬁhﬁéqa we have lowered the voting

age to 18 and propnsed a Conatitutional Aandment for equal rights for

3
§

women, though the States have yet to go along.  The voting age was set

1

at 2) wany centuriea ngo when this was thnlnge at which a young male was

supposed to be strong enough to'weat'heavy’armor. The incquality of women

1
H

$.0 R 2 El
under the law ~~- for I asaure yéu they havé alwayn been superifor in most

1 !

other respects -— ntems from thb'aaméfmedigval timeas when muscle rather

/ i
e 4

than mental ability was aociéty’s btimhty‘%aset.

Vhen you nre my apge the Class of @0Q2 may very likely be admonished

¢

by a woman politician., 1 am deligh;dd td‘QOte that Wake Forest has again

set the pace by electing Marylou qugbt_aﬂLhext year's Student Government

it i~ i
i NN Y

President. My opponent in ﬁy last algeélon was a woman, but unfortunatély
R s sk

she didn't get enough votes, My congratulstions to Miass Cooper. T trust
x " H * '3

"y o gL h

she jun’t planning to move to Michigan, |

(U
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I am encouraged to learn thdt in;éiéhﬁt of the eligible mtudenta

at Uale Porest have already registered to vote in November. 1 hope that

ey i |
b i
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percentage will increase. 1 wasrgp‘tho forefront of the effort in Congress
I e ] T i |

to extend the vote to 18, 19 and 20 year-old Americans, not because I '
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felt it would benefit my party -- most of the suiveyﬁ suggented the
contrary -- but because I sincerely béIieVé%Lt will benefit our country.

on't it me wrong —- 1'm not going moft and mayfing that your genoration

o)

¥nows hetter than my generation how the sdyhrnment should be run, or that

{

= |

you niave all the anpwern that we haﬁo fal1§d to find, ' But I have four of

s ’

the younger geuneration in my own famiiy,vqnd T meet with groups of young
peonle four and five times a week, and I never come out of such discussions

ity ot
PERaS

without somes Interenting new hhu or N’ pachen to problemn.  So 1'm

A 2] ' : ks, "y i’ :
confident that giving the thoughtful young people of America a voice and
a vote can only benefit all of us in cﬁe I;ﬁg run, My only misgiving is

that you will not take full adentagé‘bffﬁﬁ;p chance to get into the

Ry

R
hnt-and-heavy, givc—und*pnka‘og tha bplitiéa] ﬁ:ocess, not only by voting

el ) L F "'- !
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but nlao in ﬁtucguct work and ybhf‘kﬁbg@yqatty bui ldiny, and policy=formulation,

i -
§ oY
f

not only by championing the candidate of *Qur choice in a giamorous
- R o R A

Lokl 22 TLa ety v
. AN IR ‘ |
Preasidential contest but also by working for and supporting the champions |
of good government who run for school boards, county and city office,
the “rate leginlatures and thé‘goﬁit&anlenven running for ubme partiaan
' il i L) ‘ e
political office yourself, ;. .. I _ \
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Tf you do get involved in' this year's political campaign, never AN :
g # ey L

forget that the things that unite us as Amaricans are far more enduring

than the things that divide us -=- and one of these 18 our national sense

nf humor, ) ; i.
PR AN
i [ S
48 the campaign gets hotter, try to remember to ainge but never

to bhurn ~= that all of un, rﬁgdydlann of Party or ape, would lotn rather

i

rave love than war -~ that both Democrats ﬁhd Republicans ara striving

toyether to create a more perfect Union. with liberty and justice for all,

: . i ‘ { » f
Nur unwritten compact of reapect for: the convictions of others and |

faith in the decency of otherd.‘alidbéfAméticané the luxury of rugged 1

political cqmpetit(on. lLet's nllnﬁﬁtk ;be@niah war from our shrinking

g
ok TS ,
4orld and liate from our expunding hoprta == to make this whole planet as

¥
{

full of friendship and felici:y'aarﬁﬁia cimpus is today.

| |
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Discipline and dedlcatiqnf‘ Ihdtvidﬁality and freedom. You have

encountered these seemingly cBntrddiétbry‘elements in your college years

T
L)

and in your own family life, You hava achieved some balance, some compromise,
aome kind of mixture in your dwnﬁlife. We all have. ; ’
T e ‘ ;
Perhiaps the American dream ia too high on individuality and freedom.
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Perhaps closed societies such as that of mainland China are too long on L FORN!
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! 7 LR ) ha B g e B it i
diacipline and dedicotion. Perhaps we can toach each other and learn from :

‘ i Y 1
each other, as the doors begin to open,

o

Confuciun, whose thoughts guided ﬁxi‘lf‘iéna upon millions of Chinese

f

before Chairman Mao, and 1 susbect atill’dg, was very strong on the importance

]

Mo et el
i it
i

of education. One of hia anyi.nga."whichywhia been translated into Fnglish
verce, neens to me parttculnr1y5n'ppr_,qp'tjintq for graduating seniora -~ or

for that matter -- for their ptbﬁd bé?ﬁdtd?and grandparents who are here

today. This i@ what Confucius snid:.f‘.lf e

|

"Wise is that man, and‘boungvto grow,

Who knowa he knows a th}ngfor so,
But who 1a not afraid to nilmw,

The many thinga:h; doesn't: know."

Thin ia truly a day of Cmonce'mcnt;* the last time you will ever be
. i

AT i
h
t

oty g : :
asuembled all in une place, the firat time you will each be on your own,
' }
taking up the task of making a full life for yourselves and as much as lies
in your power, a hetter vorld for all mankind. Cherish the virtues of

freedonm and individuality, dinéiplinq‘andfdedicntion; cultivate courtesy

]

and charity and compassion; remenbgr'ﬁhat?couraga comes from faith, and

b
i

that faith 1s only fear that has said iféyprayers.
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to all of you.

better world,
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is already hetter : e a far
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