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REMARKS BY REP. GERA.LD R. FORD AT THE FIFTH ANNUAL PUBLIC AFFAIRS CONFERENCE OF 
THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS AND mE COlfSULTING ENIIINEERS COUICIL OF THE tJ.s., 
8tSO A.M., MONDAY, MARCJI 13, 1972, AT THE l'ti&ICl STATlER HILTON HOTEL. 

111 ~~ 
It IV friend Hale Boggs looks gloOJV this mol'Ding, it's probably because 

UJW!Iplo,.ent dropped 0.2 ot a point 1n February to the Jovest point ux in 16 

llOnths. What's good new tor the rest ot us ia bad news in Hale'! book. 

I llight tollw a.p that eoiiiD!nt by saying I expect une~~ployment to drop:t to 

S per cent or 1e ss by the end of 1972, and I believe we will aee a 9 per cent riM 

in Oro$ National Proda.et this year--6 per cent ot that as real growth and the 

other 3 per cent in inflation. 

The eeon01111' will be an issue in the 1972 campaign, ot coarse, and I am. not 

afrdid ot the judgment ot the A.rican people on that score. 

___,/ Speaking ot issues, ~ocrats in the House recent~ made clear that crippling 

strikes in transportation will be one ot the Jllajor issues ot the tall campaign. 

As you ~ know, a House Coamerce Ca.mittee subcommittee recently killed 

tor this year legislation to prevent crippling strikes in transportation. The 

subco•ittee Tote was 6 to S, with all ot the Dl!laoeratic lll!lmbers ot the subco~~~mittee 

but.. one voting to kill the legislation. 

In m:r view, that vote ._ did great injU17 to the ••tion, and Republtcms n: 

will be constant]J- reminding the voters ot that tact this fall. 

Tbe "''Dte on the crlpplina strikes preTention legislation points up the tact 

tbat all ot the •jor Aclainistratica •asureSJI tbl n.ocrats refUse to enact will 

beco• promf.Dent issues in the 1972 OUipaign. The Umocrats will, ot cour•e, 

move and approve a number of the President 1 s propo•al•• 

Stgniftcantl.y, the Senate on March 2 approved an 01111ibue bous~ bUl which 

includes a tom ot the President's urban coD111unit7 special revenue sharing plan. 

The b Ul consolidates the Nation's housing, ho• sabsiq and water and •wage 
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prograll8 into one huge f'md. The Yote on the ~ bill was almost auabloa.s--80 to 1. 

laxiiiU..ztdixJ'oi'USUU 
n. Senate went oft soMWhat on a tmgeDt, gi YiDg Washington JnOre cont.rol over 

how the mne)" is spent t~tbe Pre sldent has proposed. I pndlet that the Houee 

will approv. a•JM••a• urban colllll'lanit.Y develo..-nt special revena.e sharing plan 

which is much cleser to the Presidient•s desires. 

Aa )"Oa. know, under special revenue ehari.bc f'or e01111a.ni't7 develop.nt w lap 

together into one block grant the present separate grants for urban mnnal, aeighbor-
----~-' -----

hood development, water and MWer assistance, :a.igbborbood f'acU1 ties, open epaot, 

public works, land acqa.isition and otbers. 

Indloatione are tba t the block g rmts tor all of these progriiJils will be between 

$2 and 13 billion a )"ear, to take effect begbming :D JnlJ' 1, 1973. '!'hie will allow 

tor.t the neceasa17 tr ansi t1 on period. 

This change in direction is a most healthy development in Pederal, state and 

loc a1 relations. .A.s Federal tll'ban denlopaent prograJUS hne gro1e, local cou.nterpart , 

bareaucracles have popped up, •ny of them operating ootside the em:1trol of electee 

local officials. This is a frac-ntation of local effort. It has made it difficult 

tor ba lm al. ~ver.-nts to foca.s in proper priority sequence on the pdlprobl.em• 

u.eding the 110st tille and mone)". .A.t the salle tiM, local etrotrts have beco• 

entqnglad 1n the delif1's and distortions that result from sabllitting applications 

for Federal aid. 

Under special revenue sharing, c1 tt.s will have a relatiYelT tree hand in Jtx 

deciding how to use Federal co.munitT development fa.nds. Local ot.riciala will decide 

how much to epend and on what. The bureaucrats 1 hold on Ci t7 Hall will be broken. 

I see Co .. unity Developaent special zwww.. revenue sharing as a preci.. and direct 

solation for the probl.iJns now plaguing our s;ystem of lll"ban ald. 
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lcailall haft heard much in the put about general revenaa sharillg--allotiDg liD 

cur states and cities a definite percentage slice of lederal incc• tax revenue en a 

large]J' no-strings-attached basis. Chacea now are good that we will be lll&k:i~ ~ 

IS bUl ion or 110re a year an.ilable on till this b asia to tree local prograJ18 t:rom 

the red tape which now obstraets them. Prospects tor passage ot general revenue 

sharing are quite bright now tba t House Wqa and Mama Cbail'IIUII1 Wilbur Mills has 

introduced a bd:ti: general revenue sharing bill w rich gees about I*Jie:i; 80 per cent 

ot tbe w~ with the President. 

I believe there is also a good chance we will get some kind ct health care 

legislation thiBJ year. The President recent.l1' aade a fresh pitch tor this 

legislation. Wqa ed Means will be Uk ing up the health care billa in executiYe 

session alter disposing or general revenue sbaringo It w do not get sound health 

care legislation this year, thi sr:t will be an issue in the tall cupaign. 

We em also expect this year so• kind ot welt are reform legialati on, a sis able 

increaseD in Social Security benefits, ccnsuar protection on warranties, the 

creation of a consoaer adYOC&CJ' agency, increased aid for colleges md aniTersitiee, 

end a •ulti-billion-clollar prograa at.d at fighting vatexfiiXIiiii* pollation. 

Pension reform is a strong oandidate tor legislative honors this year but it 

is questionable whether there will be sufficient tiae to get a bill through both 

hou•s• 

As tor an increase in the mintllum wage, Mr. Boggs 1st in a better poeition than 

I am to predict the ta.ture of that legislationbecaUBe it is a senior •~Der of his 

partJ' who is ktJI keeping the House lcmcati on and Labor Coai ttee 's Jl!nbuua wage bill 

bottled up. 

To sua up, then, this promises to be a fairly' predncthe session or Congre &"!o 

IIH## 
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REMAUS BY REP~ GERALD K. JORD AT THE.Plm 'mroAL PUBLIC AFFAIRS CONlEREMCB OF 
'!'HE AMBRICAK lNSTrrUTI OF AICBITECTS AND 'JHE CONSULTING ENBINEERS COUllCIL or THE tJ.s., 
8tSO A.M., MONDAY, MAR<lf 131 19721 ;1-t THE I'JiQI STATlER HU.TOM HOTEL. 

1 ;/II ' ~ 
U IV Mend Hale Boa• looks ~oOJIV this; moi'Jling, 1 t •a probab17 because 

! 
! 

o.:nemplo,_Dt dropped 0.2 ot a P,a~ til rebrualT to the Jcnreet point tilt in 16 

moths. What• s good new tor the rest ot u #'. bad news 1D Bale' e book. 
ff, . 
if' 

I lli&ht tolln a.p that coa.nt b7 eqing;~x expect uneJIIPlOyJIIInt to dropt to 
I 
i 

S per c.nt or 1e ~ b7 the end ot 19721 md I belleve ve will •• a 9 per oent l'lee 
i 

I I 
I 

in Oro es National Product thls J'l&r--6 per ce~t of that as real growth and the 
J 

! 

other .3 per cent in 1ntlatton. j 
., 

!be e ccmOJD,J will be an isaa in tbe 1972 campaign, of coarse, and I 8Ift not 
I 

atrdid ot tbe ja.dgmnt ot tlw Amlnc'an peop~ on that aeon. 

/ .l ., 
~ SpeaJd.q ot f.llaua, ~rata in the Bou ... ncentq aade clear tbat orlppllq 

fP •trike• 1D t.Y-IDIIPOrt&tl~ nu be- ot tllll t~ 1 ..... ot tho tall -1.&1!-

,. ~~~ aqb&Ba tnow, • Roue eo .. rce CTtt.e aabcOIIIdttee ncentlT k:Uled 

tar tbie 78ar lect.alatlon to pnft;t orlppl~ etnkea in transportation. !be 

buta one votlDa 1J) kill the lelialatio~. 

ID yq vln, that vote aa dld f"·~t injm7 to the latlon1 and !epa.bltoaae a: 

wlll be CODStantlJ' nmindlDc the Yft4H of: that tact thle tilt. 
. ; l•,:'l',i.i 

Tbe 10te. on tbe crlpplinc eW.pce# p"~Ji~i~ leglalatlon pomta ap the taot 
' I 

that all of tl8 •jol' AclalnS..tr&tl.~ •UtlJ' .., tbl lltaocnte ntuee to enact w.'.ll 
i 

beco. proa!Deat lssuea in the ~972 4' .. a1~~J rJ. ~rata v1111 ot ·oour••• 
·. . . . ··· r 

i 
I 

I!CWe and approve a DUilber ot the Preeident•s popoella • 
. I · .. ·. ,. 

8lp1ttcantl7, the Senate o~ Maroh 2 ~~~~4: ~ 011111ibue IP1e1JW bUl which 

lncludee a tom ot the . Preetdent'a vban co111rlqnitJ' IJllclal revenue ehart.D•J)hD. 
' ·I . 

. ~bill ooaoolldateo tile Jatlon'• ~·~~ h.J.. Moltlr Ulcl water md ~ J 
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progr.. into one hap tand. Tha -lo~ on the BJI"t bUl vaa almost unalmous--80 to 1. 

. I 
laxi!IU.DidixpiXtU.tx 
The Senate vent ott soi18What on a tangent', &f.Yiilg Washington more control onr 

! 

how tt. DJDeT t.a epent t~tbe Pre s1dent has 'proposed. I pndlct that the Bcuee 
.I 

i 

vlll approft an•J••ta• urban co11111umlt,r develoP.nt special revenue eharlq plan 

which ie much closer to the Pr.aiddent•a dealres. 
' . 

I 
Ae 7ou ~. under special revenue ehariba tor cOBilUnlty denl~nt w lap 

I 

topther into one block srmt the .F8eent eepaoate grants tor urban:rennal, neighbor-
,. . l ;,.;...:......., , , { _, __ : . . ~: ·. ... . . .. 

hood development, wa~r and SIVer J8ale~e, iDaighborhood tacUi ties, open epact1 
~ ·· -,; __ ~ ;"_;-'c .-_ ·.:· ._ -_ ·_·1-~. ~ • - · ·~ , ~:ti~t ~·.: . . ·.· ·.::: . '; ·· ... ; · 

pubU.o works, land aoqulattlon ailcl( otbi-r~ 
~-: •, . ·. . ·j . t. :: J7&~~ 
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lndloattona an that the block srmta tor all ot these progr8JU wlll be betveeD 
· . 'S~;§f~:~ :[::i;:).:{. 

12 ad 13 bUlion a 7ear, to take effect b.aflbit!AI :Ia Jal1' 1, 1973. !hla will allow 

ton the mcessar;r tr a nslts.on perlo~· 

!his change tn direction la a aost healthy' deVelopment 1n Poderal, state md 

I ' ' ' ' f 

loc a1 relatt 0128• Aa l'edanl. U'b&Dj deftlopDen~ prograaa ha"re arom, local 0011nterpan 

; 
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bureaucraclea have popped ap, aD7 ot them o~rating outside the ccmtrol of electetl 
' ; 
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local otflolal.a. This la a traa-ntation ot local effort. It has •de lt cllftlenlt 
I 

. . ! 
tort.. lmal. sove~ts to tocaa:·m proper ~rlortv sequence on the pdlprobllu 

I 

i 
Daediq the 110et tlmo and 1101l87• ~t the Bllle it1M, local ettotr\a haYO beoo• 

,· ~\ 'j :·.·: ··:-.t~{·.~· ' 

entqnlled 1D the de-• md d:~~~l~;· that result troa nbmlttlng IPP11oattona 

tor Federal ald. 

t 
Under apeclal. rennu sbarlnc, ol ties will have a nlatlveiT tree band in Jtx 

J 

decldlJlg how to uee federal coJIIIJUnltr develOpVWtnt ta.nda. IDeal ottlclala will decide 

I 

how lll1ch to epend aDd on 'lib at. ~ bareaucra~a t bold on Cl v Ball will be broken. 
I ~ :' 

. . ., l'' 
I see Coauntv Developant ap~cl~ .-aa reverme llhariag •• a preoln and dtreot 

I ' 

I 
solution tor the problbe nw plaplna our qatem of arban ald. 
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Xocdlua bDft beard llUCh 111 the ~pQt abottt ~r~ral renm. 8harirJg--allotiDI at 

our states and oltS.a a det1Dite percentage ·ii~ ot federal lnco• tax rennaa on a 

larpq 110-8tr1nga-attached basta. Chaace8 naw~ are good that ve vill be Dk~ ~ 

IS bWton or 11>re a ,ear aYailable on~ this baaia to tree looal prograu fro• 
I 

the red tape 11hich DDV obatnete them. PJoo.P.~;ta tor paaaage ot aeneral revenu 
. . ~ . .l.r '' 

aharlnc are quite brlpt nov that MOun Wqa and Mama Cbail'Uil WUbar Mille baa 
. • I 

I 
. . • t 

introduced a tdH geDeral revenue sliariac bill w t:ich ao•• about lbp+# 80 per cent 

ot t.ba wq with the Prealdent. 

I believe there 1a alae a good chance we _.,lla•t sCM kind of health care 
-:A ·.-

: . :,;·; .. . ':.>',} 
legllllat1on thlq J8U"• !he President J~eoentlT: aade a fresh pitch tor thle 

lagtalatton. Wqs eel MeaDs 11111 be We 1ng up the health o are btlls 1n ezecutiYe 

;> 

seaelcni .an.r cU.spoat.ng ot pneral renna.e sbar).ng. U w do not pt sound bealth 
I 

care legislation thla ,.ar, tbll!ld: ~Ul be an ~sue in the tall oupalgn. 
I 

l· 

' 
We em alao expect thla ,ear so• kind ot wltare retom leglsl&tiOD1 a alsable 

lnorease:b ln Soclal Seoorlt;r benettta, COilltmer protection on varrantlea,. the 

i 

creation ot a conmMr advocacy &gellCJ'1 increaS:ed aid tor colleges md anlYeraitles, 

md a IIUltl-bUllon-dollar progra at.d at tlJ.tlng waterfilfildi pollatlon. 

Pension retor11 ls a atroaa omdidate tor lfglalatlve honors thla ,ear but lt 

la qustlonable whether thtre vlll be nttlclent tl• to get a bill through both 

. : .. r 
. ~.. :\ '1 ' ' 

As tor an increase ln the 11fnt•um wage, Jtrl. Boggs iat in a better position than 

i 
I am to pred!ot the ta.tare ot that legielatlon.,caase lt is a senior •JB)er ot hla 

i . t ·· 
. i .:~i \i. ' 

.. t 
part7 who ls kD: keeplaa the Hoa se lcilcatt on ID$t Labor Colal ttee 's ainlaaa wage bill 

. ' l . 
. ; ,;;! ' 

bottled up. 

To sua up, the, this prolllaea to be a ~a~]J' predu.ctbe session ot Coagreas. 
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