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I am very proud to be with you tonight.
finest tradition of the United States.
in its approach rather than

negative~

This mass demonstration is in the

I say so because this gathering is positive
constructive rather than destructive, and for

a great cause rather than against such a cause.

The cause advocated here is human

freedom.
It has been brought to my attention that today is the first day of the Hebrew
festival of Chanukah.

I am told that this is an occasion when one is supposed to

light candles to commemorate an ancient struggle for Jewish liberation.

As a fellow

American who is inspired by the deeds of Israel and the brave struggle by so many
Jewish residents of Soviet Russia, and as the person responsible for the leadership
I

of my party, the Republican Party, in the United States House of Representatives,
I want to join in lighting some candles of hope.

Let there be beacons of light that

shine forth from this meeting to let the Jewish people of the Soviet Union know they

'

have not been forgotten.
I see no point in elaborating on or repeating the facts of which you are so
painfully aware.

You know that there are more than 40 Jews in prison in Russia

merely because they sought the right to join co-religionists in Israel.
that Sylva Zalmonson is dying in captivity.

You know

You know about the deprivation of

cultural and religious rights, the scapegoating of Jews, the anti-semitic propaganda,
the discrimination in education and employment.

You know about the cruel obstructions

placed in the way of those who seek to emigrate.
The real reason I came here from Washington is to discuss -what the United
States Government can do to help Soviet Jewry.
Some of our diplomats and experts on the protocol of statesmanship have, in
the past, insisted that we have no business as a Government to comment on the
internal and domestic affairs of another nation.

But that has not stopped the

Soviet Union from intervening in the internal and domestic affairs of
Czechoslovakia, of Hungary, of Poland, of Romania, of Lithuania, of Latvia, and
(more)
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of other nations.

They--the Russians-··have certainly not hesitated to intervene

in the affairs of the peoples of the Middle East.

They certainly showed no sense

of propriety in intervening in the India -Pakistan dispute when they vetoed the
United Nations' efforts to stop the bloodshed!
Since the Soviet Union uses its veto at the United Nations and asserts
itself through the U.N. when it suits Russian convenience, I feel that it is now
very appropriate for the United States to remind the Russiru1s of the United Nations
Declaration on Human Rights.

And I speak specifically about the right of the Jews

of the Soviet Union to live as normal human beings with all the rights and freedoms
enjoyed by others--and especially the freedom to leave the U.S.S.R. if they want to.
Earlier this year, President Nixon urged freedom of emigration for Soviet
Jews as explicitly provided for by Article 13 of the United Nations Declaration on
Human Rights.

He also called for cultural and religious freedom for Soviet Jewry.

It would now appear to me that the President of the United States has an
historic opportunity to serve a compelling humanitarian cause on his forthcoming
visit to the Soviet Union.
great nation.

The President will be speaking with the prestige of our

The Russians will be seeking various concessions and compromises

frcm the United States.

The time would be ripe for President Nixon to very

appropriately raise the issue of Soviet Jewry with the Soviet Government.
When Prime Minister Trudeau of Canada visited Moscow he told the Kremlin how
Canadians felt about the oppression of the Russian Jews.
nations have similarly expressed themselves.

Leaders of many other

President Nixon can exert the greatest

impact on behalf of Soviet Jewry.
Accordingly, I will recommend very strongly to the President that he consider
this line of direct action.

If the decision is made at top levels now, there will

be adequate time for planning and structuring the most effective approach.
The Jewish people of the Soviet Union have been singled out for special
restrictions.

They are denied the consideration

Kremlin is very sensitive to this issue.

accorded other minorities.

The

It has undermined the Communist pre-

tensions of human equality and social justice.

Indeed, there are some indications

of minor concessions by the Moscow authorities to the rising outcry of world
public opinion.

This year more than 7,000 Jews were permitted to emigrate to

Israel in response to the pressures exerted by men of good will.
record year.
(more)

1971 has been a

'

~]--

But this is not the moment to relax our efforts.

Too many lives are at

Too many men, women, and children are waiting.

Too many people are in

stake.

jeopardy.
The President has a very clear mandate from the Congress.

Our Congress has

acopted many resolutions and other expressions requesting and authorizing the
?resident to act on behalf of those subjected to religious discrimination by the
Soviet Union.
Con~ress

During the Eisenhower Administration, as far back as 1953, the

condemned the p,ersecution by the U.S.S.R. of all minorities.

In 1954 the

Congress asked the churches and synagogues of America to set aside a portion of
their services on Easter Sunday and Passover for special prayers for deliverance
of all those behind the Iron Curtain who are denied freedom of worship.

Perhaps

it vrould be wise to repeat this in 1972.
Even now there is new legislation pending before the Congress.

I have

offered my support for a House concurrent resolution that calls for the free
exercise of religion in the Soviet Union and asks that country to permit its
citizens to emigrate to countries of their choice.
The Attorney General, Mr. Mitchell, has already disclosed that Soviet Jewish
refugees could be admitted to the United States under the parole authority provided
by our immigration laws.

I congratulate the Attorney General on this initiative.

This makes it unnecessary for Congress to pass additional legislation covering
non-quota visas for Soviet Jews.

This action by our Administration imposes no

limitation on the number of Jewish refugees who could be admitted to the United
States.

I refer, of course, to persons who may not elect to settle in the State of

Israel because they have relatives here or for some other reasons.
I might mention at this point the fact that the Voice of America has
increased the amount of its broadcasts in Russian, on Jewish subjects, beamed at
the Soviet Union.

This is significant but I personally believe there should be

Voice of America broadcasts in Yiddish.

Not only would this tend to enhance the

Jewish cultural heritage among Soviet Jews, but it also would be a symbol of U.S.
support for Jews in the Soviet Union.
I would like to reassure you that President Nixon has been carefully
following the cause for which you have assembled.

As far back as 1959, when he

served as Vice-President, Mr. Nixon inaugurated a practice of presenting to Soviet
leaders lists of names of Soviet residents, including many Jews, who were denied
(more)
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exit permits to join relatives in the United States.

In fact, Mr. Nixon innovated

this approach on a visit to Ivloscow in that year, 1959.
I would make a particular point with the President that he place high on
his agenda the liberation from Siberian labor camps of all persons jailed for Jewish
activities.

Also, there is no reason that a government which pretends to be

civilized cannot for humanitarian considerations notify Israel, whether or not
Israel is diplomatically recognized at this time by that government, of numbers and
dates of departure of Jews to be released from Russia.

Then the Jewish Agency and

the Israeli Government Ministry of Absorption would be in a better position to ma.'l\.e
adecluate preparations for housing, feeding, jobs, education, health and so forth.
Now there is no notice whatever until the trains arrive in Vienna from Russia.
It was with a sense of horror that I read of the Soviet policy of confining
to mental institutions as psychiatric cases those persons with courage enough to
speak out against the government.

I was shocked that Russian doctors would lend

themselves to a policy of declaring insane those individuals whose views trouble
the authorities.

When the World Psyciatric Association met last week in Mexico

the association refused to condemn the Soviet's use of psychiatry as a tool for
political repression.
In this country we have an American Psychiatric Association.

I would

recommend to the A.P.A. that it adopt a suitable resolution condemning the Russian

'

psvchiatrists when the association meets at its coming convention.
Perhaps educators, clergymen, scientists and people of various other
p~~fessions

in the public sector of American life could do likewise when Soviet

policies involve a particular profession.
people-to-people basis as well as a

This struggle must be waged on a

goverr~ent-to-government

basis.

I 1-lill return to Washington better equipped to see the President of the
United States on the basis of the strong dedication to human liberty demonstrated
by you here in this great meeting in the city of New York.
AmP~ica

cares.

s~bolizes

I can bear witness that

Over the harbor of this city stands the Statue of Liberty.

It

the role of our nation as a champion of the oppressed and as a haven for

those who seek to worship God in their own way.

It is a light to the world.

Let our American values again demonstrate to the peoples of the world that we
Aflericans have not changed in our devotion to the freedom and brotherhood of man
under the fatherhood of God.

I thank you.
# # #
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I am very proud to be with you tonight.
finest tradition of the United States.

This mass demonstration is in the

I say so because this gathering is positive

in its approach rather than negative, constructive rather than destructive, and for
a great cause rather than against such a cause.

The cause advocated here is human

freedom.
It has been brought to my attention that today is the first day of the Hebrew
festival of Chanukah.

I am told that this is an occasion when one is supposed to

light candles to commemorate an ancient struggle for Jewish liberation.

As a fellow

American who is inspired by the deeds of Israel and the brave struggle by so many
Jewish residents of Soviet Russia, and as the person responsible for the leadership
of my party, the Republican Party, in the United States House of Representatives,
I want to join in lighting some candles of hope.

Let there be beacons of light that

shine forth from this meeting to let the Jewish people of the Soviet Union know they

'

have not been forgotten.
I see no point in elaborating on or repeating the facts of which you are so
painfully aware.

You know that there are more than

40 Jews in prison in Russia

merely because they sought the right to join co-religionists in Israel.
that Sylva Zalmonson is dying in captivity.

You know

You know about the deprivation of

cultural and religious rights, the scapegoating of Jews, the anti-semitic propaganda,
the discrimination in education and employment.

You know about the cruel obstructions

placed in the way of those who seek to emigrate.
The real reason I came here from Washington is to discuss what the United
States Government can do to help Soviet Jewry.
Some of our diplomats and experts on the protocol of statesmanship have, in
the past, insisted that we have no business as a Government to comment on the
internal and domestic affairs of another nation.

But that has not stopped the

Soviet Union from intervening in the internal and domestic affairs of
Czechoslovakia, of Hungary, of Poland, of Romania, of Lithuania, of Latvia, and
(more)

-2of other nations.

They--the Russians--have certainly not hesitated to intervene

in the affairs of the peoples of the Middle East.

They certainly showed no sense

of propriety in intervening in the India -Pakistan dispute when they vetoed the
United Nations' efforts to stop the bloodshed!
Since the Soviet Union uses its veto at the United Nations and asserts
itself through the U.N. when it suits Russian convenience, I feel that it is now
very appropriate for the United States to remind the Russians of the United Nations
Declaration on Human Rights.

And I speruc specifically about the right of the Jews

of the Soviet Union to live as normal human beings with all the rights and freedoms
enjoyed by others--and especially the freedom to leave the U.S.S.R. if they want to.
Earlier this year, President Nixon urged freedom of emigration for Soviet
Jews as explicitly provided for by Article 13 of the United Nations Declaration on
Human Rights.

He also called for cultural and religious freedom for Soviet Jewry.

It would now appear to me that the President of the United States has an
historic opportunity to serve a compelling humanitarian cause on his forthcoming
visit to the Soviet Union.
great nation.

The President will be speaking with the prestige of our

The Russians will be seeking various concessions and compromises

frcm the United States.

The time would be ripe for President Nixon to very

appropriately raise the issue of Soviet Jewry with the Soviet Government.
When Prime Minister Trudeau of Canada visited Moscow he told the Kremlin how
Canadians felt about the oppression of the Russian Jews.
nations have similarly expressed themselves.

Leaders of many other

President Nixon can exert the greatest

impact on behalf of Soviet Jewry.
Accordingly, I will recommend very strongly to the President that he consider
this line of direct action.

If the decision is made at top levels now, there will

be adequate time for planning and structuring the most effective approach.
The Jewish people of the Soviet Union have been singled out for special
restrictions.

They are denied the consideration

Kremlin is very sensitive to this issue.

accorded other minorities.

The

It has undermined the Communist pre-

tensions of human equality and social justice.

Indeed, there are some indications

of minor concessions by the Moscow authorities to the rising outcry of world
public opinion.

This year more than 7,000 Jews were permitted to emigrate to

Israel in response to the pressures exerted by men of good will.
record year.
(more)
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stake.

But this is not the moment to relax our efforts.

Too many lives are at

Too many men, women, and children are waiting.

Too many people are in

jeopardy.
The President has a very clear mandate from the Congress.

Our Congress has

aQopted many resolutions and other expressions requesting and authorizing the
?resident to act on behalf of those subjected to religious discrimination by the
Soviet Union.

During the Eisenhower Administration, as far back as 1953, the

Congress condemned the p.ersecution by the U.S.S.R. of all minorities.

In 1954 the

Congress asked the churches and synagogues of America to set aside a portion of
their services on Easter Sunday and Passover for special prayers for deliverance
of all those behind the Iron Curtain who are denied freedom of worship.

Perhaps

it would be wise to repeat this in 1972.
Even now there is new legislation pending before the Congress.

I have

offered my support for a House concurrent resolution that calls for the free
exercise of religion in the Soviet Union and asks that country to permit its
citizens to emigrate to countries of their choice.
The Attorney General, Mr. Mitchell, has already disclosed that Soviet Jewish
refugees could be admitted to the United States under the parole authority provided
by our immigration laws.

I congratulate the Attorney General on this initiative.

This makes it unnecessary for Congress to pass additional legislation covering
non--quota visas for Soviet Jews.

This action by our Administration imposes no

limitation on the number of Jewish refugees who could be admitted to the United
States.

I refer, of course, to persons who may not elect to settle in the State of

Israel because they have relatives here or for some other reasons.
I might mention at this point the fact that the Voice of America has
increased the amount of its broadcasts in Russian, on Jewish subjects, beamed at
the Soviet Union.

This is significant but I personally believe there should be

Voice of America broadcasts in Yiddish.

Not only would this tend to enhance the

Jewish cultural heritage among Soviet Jews, but i t also would be a symbol of U.S.
support for Jews in the Soviet Union.
I would like to reassure you that President Nixon has been carefully
following the cause for which you have assembled.

As far back as 1959, when he

served as Vice-President, Mr. Nixon inaugurated a practice of presenting to Soviet
leaders lists of names of Soviet residents, including many Jews, who were denied
(more)

'

-4·exit permits to join relatives in the United States.

In fact, Mr. Nixon innovated

this approach on a visit to Moscow in that year, 1959.
I would make a particular point with the President that he place high on
his agenda the liberation from Siberian labor camps of all persons jailed for Jewish
activities.

Also, there is no reason that a government which pretends to be

civilized cannot for humanitarian considerations notify Israel, whether or not
Israel is diplomatically recognized at this time by that government, of numbers and
dates of departure of Jews to be released from Russia.

Then the Jewish Agency and

the Israeli Government Ministry of Absorption would be in a better position to mal{e
aclectuate preparations for housing, feeding, jobs, education, health and so forth.
Now there is no notice whatever until the trains arrive in Vienna from Russia.
It was with a sense of horror that I read of the Soviet policy of confining
to mental institutions as psychiatric cases those persons with courage enough to
spe1"k out against the government.

I was shocked that Russian doctors would lend

themselves to a policy of declaring insane those individuals whose views trouble
the authorities.

When the World Psyciatric Association met last week in Mexico

the association refused to condemn the Soviet's use of psychiatry as a tool for
political repression.
In this country we have an American Psychiatric Association.

I would

recommend to the A.P.A. that it adopt a suitable resolution condemning the Russian

'

psvchiatrists when the association meets at its coming convention.
Perhaps educators, clergymen, scientists and people of various other
professions in the public sector of American life could do likewise when Soviet
policies involve a particular profession.

This struggle must be waged on a

people-to-people basis as well as a goverrJment-to-government basis.
I will return to Washington better equipped to see the President of the
United States on the basis of the strong dedication to human liberty demonstrated
by you here in this great meeting in the city of New York.
Ame~ica

cares.

s~bolizes

I can bear witness that

Over the harbor of this city stands the Statue of Liberty.

It

the role of our nation as a champion of the oppressed and as a haven for

those who seek to worship God in their own way.

It is a light to the world.

Let our Americru1 values again demonstrate to the peoples of the world that we
ft~ericans

have not changed in our devotion to the freedom and brotherhood of man

under the

~atherhood

of God.

I thank you.
# # #

