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Remarks by Rep. Gerald R. Ford at the sscond Annual Awards Dinner of xkm Chapter d). 1,
Pittsburgh Chapter, the National®x Football Foundation and Hell of Fame, May 20, 1971.

C.gnd members of the board of directors @
Mr. Daniell, Mr. Benedum, other of ricersfof the Pittsburgh Chapter of the National

Football Foundation and Hall of Fame, distinguished guests and friends of football:

It is a great honor for me to "™ be here *?omight. I know I have not besen
invited to be :your principal speaker because I zm an &ll-American,..because I: never
o vas accordsd that honor., I can only?lmr claim to being one of the orneriest
centers who ever passed the ball back to the quarterback of a University of Michigan
team,

Tonight I'm not feeling ornery, I'm just hsppy to be here, and very pleased that
you have chosen to hear what I have to say, I love football,..I always have from the
time I was old enough to tackle anybody. And maybe those are credentials enough,

I plgyed a lot of football as a kide I was so nuts about the game that I was
out pushing somebody around : on : a field when I should have been home eating
supper. But I managed togt pretty big anyway--big enough to play for South High
8chool in Grend Rapids, Mich,.

Not all of the guys who went out for high school footbdll at Sovth were big, of
course. Ilhere was cne skinny 1little guy who made up in guts what he lacked in weight.
Ho was so small he got clobbdred every; time he got out on the field, RT"I; coach
felt sorry for him and ons dgy he said, "Joe, I'm going to let you play end, guard and
tackle," Joe was real suprised and said, "Coach, how can I play 4 1 three positions?"
‘he coech answered, "I want you to sit on the end of the bench, guard the: water
bugket, and tackle anyone who comes near it."

We had some great teams at Sough High School, but of course it ?.s Sesmypre exciting
to play college balle And so It was a real thrill for me to pla;T'a::':%l% for the
University of Michiga; for three seasons, Two of tlpse years We:were national
champions, The third year, when we lost every game but one, they picked me as Most
Valuable Player. That —M& reminds me of the time I was first elected Republican
leader of the House of Representatives, I won with the landslide margin of seven wotes,

But, seriously, we gilave had some great teams at the University of Michigan,

The team I never get tired of talking about is the 1948 squade They beat Southern

Czlifornia in the Rose Bowl L9 to O, Michigan had a ine that ysar--a real

B e

beef trust--and they were all ganging up on ¢ismmiensheenS@NREEN Southern Cal's
guarterbacke While more than 100,000 people watched, this quarterback tried to snesk
through the Michigan line and got buried under a mound of tacklers. When he ismmee—T—
¥ find 1y staggered to his feet, he looked up at the thousands of people in the stends
end sald, "I'll be a sonuvagun., How did a1l those peovle get back up there to theli'f:\

o

seats so fast?!

'
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| When I finished up at the University of Michigan, T got offers to play profe ssional
football ' from the Detroit Lions and the Green Bay Packers, Maybe the recason I
didn't : accept is because= one day I happened to talk to the wife of a guy who

was pleying tackle for the Lions. "It's really exciting to be married to a professional
football pleayer," she saide "Bvery time my husband comes home he looks like a different
person,”

So I'm ndt sorry I passe$up profe ssional football and took a job = sssistant
varsity coach at Yale while attending law school there,. Although ﬁﬂ_ who knows,
if 1 — had played pro ball I might have wound up on the Supreme Court, like
Whizzer White,

There was one game plsyed in Yale Stadium that I will never forget. It was a cold
November day and the stadium was ,jammed. High up in the stands ': a Yale alumnus
kept standing up and yelling, - "Hey, Guse" And every time he did a guy in the
third row would stand up and tip his .t hate This went on for some time and finally
the guy in the third row jumped up and yelled, "Now quit balling me., I'm getting awfully
tired of standing up. 4nd besidas, my name ain't Gus."

Yes, football is a great game, I really look forward to fall, I've reached that
$ime in my life when I have to watch myself, tiough. Ly developing television spread.

| Football season is a great time of year, It's the only time when a guy can walk
down the street with a girl on one arm and a blanket on the other wimout:the tgue
of every gossip in town’:s‘barting to wag.

Now I'm going to quit kidding around and tell you that to share a‘ in your
amual Awards Pinner is an honor beyond my fondest wish. It is also an honor to be
able to s tand here and: tell you that I think football does more for : a young man
than any other game I know,

There are those who say football teaches courage and leadershipe. I don't agree,
Football will help a young fellow find out whether he is courageeus or has qualities
of leadership but it won't GHNENEER give him those qualities,

The football field, in short, is a proving= ground, It tells a fellow if he's
got the stuff, It has tremendousvalue in that; respecte.

Football is, however, a teacher. What it 222.?. teach is self-discipline~--aznd this is

a most desirable end,

You've heard someone say to someone else who has achbed irresponsibly, "Why don't
you grow up?" And this is what foctball helps a young man to do--to acquire a sense of
responsibility, a knowledge of the importance of working with others, a real feel for
teamwork. In brief, football helps a youn; man to mature.

Football also impiarts a fighting spirit to our young men, a keen feeling of

compatitivene ss¢ £nd this is invaluable in the game of life,



AP IRCHETAD . p—.
I think, too, you will never find an dmmtessms adult® American who was worth his
pce——, p—
salt as WM 2 football player taking the attitude that the world owes him 4 a
living, This is bec&ausa he learmed on the football field that you oarmi@ what you get
.
in life or it isn't worth having. And he lear hat every time you get knockeddm down

wAnother wgy of putting it is that
you get up again, if at all possible, Wery time: he gets
— is

knockecj on his face, he getsﬁck up and gets back in the race, And tha tuyeieelilRy

what 1life is really all about,

We don't have to just guess aboub-

Wﬂg{;—}eat benefits of amateur focotball, There may be
many of you who are familiar with the =study made by two San Jose State College
professors as the result of a grant from the National Footballt Foundation,

That study indicated outstanding success by athletes after graduation from college=--
not only in terms of income but in terms :of community participation, Case after case
showed thet those who :pwticipated in sports and extracurricular campus activities
most often exhibited a high degree of social and community responsibility after graduation,
Thesa athletes showed a marked g tendency to take on leadership responsibilities--
whebher in the profe ssions, government, education or busine s,

Now let me addre ss myself to the'myth that football players spend so much time én the
practice field they don't make wery good grades,. L -

A study of every man who played varsity football at Yale from the time the game started
there shows that 97 per cent of the football players graduated as against a class average
of 85 per cen"tﬁg’; athletes' merks were highar than the'm;“fq average of their class,

For anyons in the : academic world to sneer at athletes is the most misguided
kind of snobbery.

Iet me just add that I think the men who make some of the finest contributious:to
our soclety are thoss who teach “}hysical edﬁcatmn. These are men who seek to
jmpart the best possible training to our youngsters--training them : not only in body
but ins mind and spirite.

One of my most pleasurabls tasks in recent weeks was towrite a letter to the
presiddnt of a university suggesténg that the school's board of trustees name tieir
new health and physica].:education building after an outstanding man who had taught
SOPEES rhysical e gucation at the university for some 30 years,

And now T would like to say a word to all of :those who have been honored
here tonight, You deserved these homors, or they would not haWwe bsen presented to you.

In footbdll, as in life, you either produce or you den't make it, 211 of youﬁ honored
tonight have produceds And I am proud to be in your company. We might have called this

W
Outstanding Citimens Night because thatAwhat you are.eetutstanding citizens all,

# it
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znd members of the board of directors
Mr. Daniell, Mr. Benedum, other of ficersfof the Pittsburgh Chapter of the National

Football Foundation and Hall of Fame, distinguished guests and friends of football:

It is a great honor for me to = be here $“:bon1ght. I know I have not been
invited to be . your principal speaker because I zm an &lll-American...because I= never
@ as accorded that honor, I can only;lay claim to being one of the orneriest
centers who ever passed the ball back to the quarterback of 2 Unirersii- of Michigan
taam,

Tonight I'm not feeling ornery. I'm just hezppy to be hers, and very pleased that
you have closen to hear what I have to say. I love football.,..I always have from the
time I was old enough to tackle anybody. And magybe those zre credentials enough,

I plagyed a lot of football as a kid. I was so nuts about the game that I was
out pushing somebody around : on : a field when I sho 1d heve been home eating
supper. But I menaged tomt pretty big anyway--big enough to play for “outh High
8chool in Grend Rarids, Mich.

Not all of the guys who went out for high scho 1 fo tball at Sovth were bi~, of
courss, Thare was cne skinny 1ittle guy who made up in guts whet he lacked in weighte
He was so smz2ll he got clobbdred ever'y: time he got out on the field, h.T‘:e coach
falt sorry for him and ore day he said, "Joe, I'm going to let you play end, guard and
tackle." Joe was real cuprised and said, "Coach, how can I play d 1 three positions?"
he coach mswored, "I want you to sit on t e end of the bench, guard thows water
bueket, and tackle anyone ~tho comes near it,"

We had some great teams at Souph High School, but of c urss it is Sewmmpmee exciting
to play collegs balle And so It was & real thri?l for . to 1% for the
University of Michig an; for three seasons, Two of tlpse ars m; were national
champions., The third year, when we lost every game but one, they picked me as Most
Véluable Plgyer., That —-—— reminds me of the time I was first ealected Republican
loader of the House of Representatives. I won with the lon slide margin of seven votes,

Zut, seriously, we shave had some great teams at the University of Michigane
The team I naver get tired of tal! ing about is the 19L8 squad. They beat Southern
Czlifornia in the Rose Bowl 49 to O, Michigan had a line that year--a real
beef trust--snd thoy wers all ganging up on m Scuthern Cal's
quarterback., “hile more than 100,000 people watched, this quartsrback tried to sneak
through the Michigan line and got buried under a mound of tackler . 'hen he mmoEERE»
‘finally starrered to his feet, he looked up et the thousands of people in the stends
end s;aid, "I11l bs a sonuvagun, How did all those pervle get back up theres to their

seats so fegt?"
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] When I finished up at the University of Michigan, T got offers to play professional
footba].l;wfrom the Detroit Lions and the Green Bay Packsrs, Maybe the reason 1
didn't ; accept is beceus; one day I happened to talk to the wife of a guy who

was playing tackle for the Lions, "It's really exciting to be married to a professional
football plgyer," she said, "Bvery time my husband comes home he looks like a different
person,®

So I'm not sorry I passei:up rrofe ssional football and took a job &= sassistant
varsity coach at Yale while attending law school there, A]t’:‘ﬁ?f‘g}’l/%“ who knows,
if T ~ had played pro ball I might have wound up or the Supreme Court, like
Whizzer White,

There was one game played in Ysle Stadium that I will never forget., It was a cold
November day and the stadium was Jammed., High up in the s.ands ﬂ; a Yale alumnus
kept standing up and yelling,: "Hey, Gus." And every time he did = guy in the
third row would stand up and tip hisz hate This went on for some time and finally
the guy in the third row jumped up and yelled, "Now quit czlling me, I'm getting awful'y
tired of standing up. A4nd besidas, my name ain't Gus."

Yes, football is a great game, I really look forward to Tall, I've resched that
$ime in my life when I have to watch myself, tlough, Lig developing television spreade

Football season is a great time of yeare. It's the only time when a guy can walk
down the street with a girl on one arm and a blanket on the other without: the tongue
of every gossip in town’;sbarting to wage

Now I'm going to quit kidding around and tell you that to share MM in your
annual Awards Pinner is an honor beyond my fondest wish. It is also an honor to be
able to s tand here and: tell you that I think football does mors for : a young man
than any other game I know,

There are those who say footbdll teachss courage and leadership, I don't agree,
"ootball will help a young fellow find out whether he is couragesus or has qualities
of leadership but it won't GEBENNENR give him those qualitiecs.

The football field, in short, is a provingg ground, It tells z fellow if he's :
got the stuff, It has tremendousvalus in that; respect,

Football is, however, a teacher. What it wteach is self-discirline--and this is
a most desirable end.

You've heard someone say to someone else who hes acbed irres; on=ibly, "Why don't

you grow up?" And this is what foctball helps a young man to do--to acquire a sense of

responsibility, a knowledge of the importance of working with others, a real feel for
—————

teamwork. In brief, football helps a young¥lB man to mature, DR
<2\
Football also 1mp$arts a fighting spirit to our young men, a keen feeling of .‘\‘\
competitivens ss¢ And this is invaluable in the game of life, ,}
\ /
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I think, too, you will never find an <ummstemsms sdult® American who was worth his
A P,
salt as mE a football player taking the attitude that the world owes him 4l a
livinge This is bacbusa he learmed on the football field that you esrm#R what you get

Gy,
in 1life or it isn't worth having, And he lear hat every time you get knockeddm down

wAnother wagy of putting it is that
you get up again, if at all possible, Wery time @ he gets

knocke%on his face, he getsﬁck up and gets back in the race, And tha stV is

what life is really all about,
We don't have to just guess abo
k i e great banefits of amateur foctball, Thers may be

many of you who are familiar with the : study made by two San Jose State College
profassors as tho result of a grant from the National Footbau: Foundation,

That study indicated outstanding success by athletes after graduation from college=--
not only in terms of income but in terms :of community participation. Case after case
showed thet those who :participated in sports and extracurriculer campus activities
most often exhibited a high degree of social and commanity responsibility after graiiaztion,
These athletes showed a marked ; tendency to take on leadership responsibilities--
wheher in the profe ssions, government, education or business,

Now let me addre ss myself to the myth that football players spend so much time én the
practice field they don't make very good gradess '

A study of every man who played varsity football at Yale from the time the game started
there shows that 97 per cent of the football players gradusted as against a class average
of 85 per cen{hﬁ}t athletes' mrrks vere high r than the: average of thair class,

gations-.

For anyons in the wmm academic world to sneer at athletes is the most misguided

kind of snobbery,
=
Iet me just add that I think the men who mske some of the finest contributiows#lB to
'.':v_ﬂﬂ
our society are those who teach @GR physical education., These are men who seek to
P )
impart the best pnssible training to our youngsters=-training them SR not only in body
.

but in M mind and spirit,

One of my most plesasurable tasks in rocent weeks was towrite a letter to the
presiddnt of a university sugresténg that the school's board of trustees name their

=
new health ard physical g education building after an outstanding man who had taught
SEPEEENS physical é_ducation st the university for some 30 years,
P e

And now I would like to say a word to all of S those who have been honored

here tonight, You deserved these homors, or they would not hawe been presented to you.
PR 2o,

In foctbdll, as in 1life, you either produce or you don't make it, I11 of vou S honored
tonight have produceds, And I am proud to be in your company. We might have cal’ed this

Outstending Citimens Night bacause thatﬁhat you are.e.outstanding citizens all,

it i
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