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1970 GOP NATIONAL LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, 
INTERNATIONAL BALLROOM~ WASHINGTON 
HI TON HOTEL~ 0:30 A . ~ . THU SDAY1 

IL 1 1a • 

IT IS Tl E FOR THE REPUBLICAN 
PARTY TO DO SO 1t RAGGING . 

REPU LICANS ARE USUALLY no~ST 

FELL S. E OFT HIDE OUR P LITICAL 
LIGHTS E EATH A US EL . E HESITATE T 
~GAGE IN FL .~RY DRAT RY OR TO ISSUE 
POLITI CAL PRo· I SSORY NOTES . THESE ARE TH 
STOCK IN TRADE OF TH~ OTH R FELLO '. E ARE 
DEALERS IN RATIONALITY A 0 REALIS .• 

li I~ ECAUSE E H v~ EE 
. EALISTIC T~ E NO CA POl T ITH PRIO 
TO A FISTFUL F ACCO~PLISH .~NTS OVER THE 
15 I 'THS THE I XON AD IN I STRATI . HAS c.E 
I FFICE . IT IS ECAUSE E HAV: -E. 
REALISTIC THAT E HAVE ACHIEVED I CH . 
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LtT' S TOuT OUR OR A LITTLE . 
E HAVE R~AS N TO E PROUD, AND E SHOULD 

LET THE A~ERICA I PEOPLE KNO ·HY 1~ FEEL 
TdAT AY . 

E F:EL PROUD BECAUSE ~E HAVE 
REVERSED THE COURSE OF THE vIET 'A VI AR . 

E FEEL PROUD BECAUSE ~E HAVE GIVEN 
OUR ATIO' CAUSE TO HAVE HOPES FOR 
0 I SAR v1A ~ T. 

'E FEEL PROUD BECAUSE E HAVE 
ACH I EVEO ~AJOR DRAFT REF OR~. AND ARE '.OV I NG 
TO ARD A :NO TO TH~ DRAFT • 

. E F~EL PROUD ~CAUSE'~ HAVE 
REORDERED OUR PRIORITIES SO THAT FOR THE 
FIRST Tl J1E IN T 0 DECADES E ~ ILL :: 
SPENDING ; R: FED~RAL FUNDS ON HU N 
RESOURCE PROGRA ~S THAN ON -.I L I TARY PROGRA ~S . 

~ FEEL PROUD BECAUSE E HAVE CUT 
TAXES AND REFOR~ED THE FEDERAL TAX 
STRUCTURE . 

' 
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:E FEEL PROUD BECAUSE E ARE HOLDING 
BACK THE RISE I CR I 'f . 

E FEEL PROUD ECAUSE E ARE NEAR 
T~L POl ~T OF REFOR I G THE SCA DALOUS 

ELF ARE SYSTE. I NHER I TEO FRO, . A PREVIOUS 
ERA . 

E FEEL PROUD BECAUSE E . ILL E 
REFOR .lNG THE POSTAL SERVICE DESPITE A 
GENERAL ELIEF THAT T~IS SI~PLY AS OT 
POLITICALLY POSSIBLE . 

~E FEEL PROUD BECAUSE 1E ARE 
SUCCESSFULLY FIGHT I 'G I NFLAT I N' A 0 THE 
LEVELLING OFF IN HOLESALE PRICES ·ILL E 
REFLECT~D SOD' IN A SLO ' I G OF THE RETAIL 
PRICE RISE . 

E FEEL PROUD ECAUSE E ARE 
l,fROV I G ·. SS TRANSPORTATION AND HAVE 
PROPOSED TH~ ST A. ITI US . SS TRANSIT 
PROGRA I EVER . 

E FEEL PROUD ~CAUSE ~E ARE 

' . 

, 
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PROTtCTI G THE 'ATIONAL ~EALTH AND SAFETY 
AND SPONSOR::D T~E . , ST FAR-REACHING COAL 
.. I '- SAFETY ILL I THE HI STORY OF A 1ER I CA, 
LA OR . 

E COULD 0 ~UCH 1~RE . E :ANT 
TO DO ~UCH i RE . AND E COULD HAVE 0 , 'E 

~UCH .~10RE IN THE 15 a ,Q THS OF OUR 
STE ARDSH I P IF : E H 0 HAD .~ORE HELP FRO 1 

OUR DE .OCRATIC FRIENDS . 
BUT THE DE CRAT-CONTROLLED 

CO !GRESS HAS BEEN SL TO ACT -- SL 
3ECAUSE T~E DE .OCRATS IN THE CO 'GRESS ARE 
UNDERSTA DABLY RElUCTANT TO TAKE POSITIVE 
ACTIONS HI CH REFLECT CREDIT ON A REPUBL I CA1' 
PRESIO;:NT . 

LET' S E FRANK . THE NE1 
AO •• INISTRATI ON INHERITED A ESS HEN 

RICHARD I XO ' TO K FF I C~ I 1 JANUARY 1 6 • 

I I TH THt HELP OF REPU L I CANS I I 

CO GRESS , TH: PRESIDENT IS ORKI G HARD 

.. 

' 
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TO CLEA UP TH;: v1ESS THE DE .. · CRATS LEFT 
EHIND . 

'ATURALLY TH~ DE iOCRATS AREN ' T 
A XIOUS TO COOPERATE .. ITH THe. PRESIO~NT . 

EVt.RY T I.~E THe. Y D'J J IN HANDS I TH HI TO 
SOLV~ A PROuLE THEY ARE AD .ITTI G IT IS 
SOA~THING THEY SHOULD HAVE CL:ANEO UP LONG 

EFORE . 
THE DE . CRATS ARE I ' A. UNCO ~FORT ABLE 

POSITION . THEY 'RE EING ASKED TO HELP 
CLEAN UP THE ~'lESS THEY ~AOE -- TO E 0 T ~E 

AR A OE'~OCRAT I C PRES I E T PLUNGED US INTO j 
TO CURB THE INFLATIO~ ROUG~T ON BY 
I RRESPONS I LE SPEND I 1G POL I C I C:S OF T 1E 
PREVIOUS AD I 'I STRATI ON; TO REORDER 
PRIOR IT I ES KNOC <ED ASKE ~ Y THE •tAR 'E GOT 
I TO UNDER A DE DCRATIC PRESIDENT; TO END 
AIR A 10 'ATER POLLUTI N THAT GRE. STEADILY 
. RSE OUR I 'G THE .: I G ~T YEARS DE ~OCRATS 

CONTROLLED OTH THE C GRESS A 10 THE 'HITE 

.. 

, 



H USE j TO REDUCE A CRIME RATE THAT ROSE 
10 Tl ~ES FASTER THAN OUR POPULATION DURING 
THE EIGHT DE OCRATIC YEARS OF THE SIXTIES . 

IT' S TOUGH TO CLEAN UP THE 
DE ~OCR AT I C £ SS J UT E ARC: K I 'G 

PROGRESS . 
INST~ 0 F HELPING us, TH: 

DE.DCRATS ARE E PLOYI G TH~ SA~E vi D OF 
SPEND- .ORE TACTICS T~~y USED IN PILING UP 
~57 ILLIO' IN DEFICITS DURING THE LAST 
DECADE . 

INSTEAD OF JU~PI G FEET FIRST 
INTO THE AR AGAINST CRI E, T~E OE~OCRATS 
IAIE DRAGGED THEIR HEELS 0' THE 13 

A~'T I -CR I, 1C: ~ILLS PROPOSED BY PRES I DENT 
'I XO A 10 HAVE ATTACKED EARLY EV RY NE" 

A 1TI -CRI E TOOL AS U CO STITUTIO 'AL . 
I 'STEAD OF 1HOLE -Hc.ARTEDL Y 

ACKING THE PRESIDENT' S VIETNA. IZATIO' PROGRA 1 .. 

SO .. - I FLUENTIAL DE-OCRATS HAVE EE' 

.. 
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u E ~ d N I IG THE PRES I O:NT AND URG I NG A 
SETTLE E T 0! tORTH VIETNA~ESE TER1S . 

INFLATION HAS EEN THE NO . 1 
00 .~STIC PROBLE, FACfNG TH- A·~RICAN PEOPLE . 
PRESIDENT NIXON HAS ATTACKED INFLATION Y 
SETTING A ' EXA .. PLE FOR TH NAT I ON --

ALANCING THE FEDERAL BUDGET . 
HAVE THe. OE:~OCRATS COOPC:RATE ! 

NOT A IT OF IT . I STEAD THEY FATT 'EO UP 
A LA30R -H . ~ . ~ . APPROPRIATIONS BILL FOR 
Fl CAL 1970 Y $1 .3 BILLIO.~ DESPITe. THE 
fACT T~~ PRESIDE 'T HAD ALREADY AS ED FOR 
~ 1 BILL I np .• RE IN SCHOOL A I 0 FUNDS FOR THIS 
FISCAL YEAR THAN "AS SPENT IN FISCAL 196 • 
THEY PURSUED A THOROUGHLY IRRESPONSIBLE 
COURSE IN THE HOPE OF POLITICAL GAIN . 

THE PRESIJE T AN REPU LICANS IN 
THE CONGRESS REFUSED TO o: TO POLITICAL 

LACK ~A I L A~'D SUCCEEDED I ' GA 1, 'I~ G A 
CO.~PRO IS 1H I CH CUT THE PROPOSED SPE. 0 I 'G 

.. 

, 
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JU ~p I HALF . 
THE Pt19t:t 1 R+¥ 1~-lf+E .P-AR-TY 

. "Rr.SP lSI I t:t1Y . AGAIN I SAY E CA FEEL 
PROUD OF OUR ST 1ARDSHIP DURING THE PAST 
15 r10NTHS . .E CA, BE PROUD THAT . E HELD 
OUR GROUN IN THE FACE OF IRRESPONSIBLE 
ATTEAPTS TO UST THE FEDERAL UDGET ITHOUT 
A CARE FOR INFLATin~ARY PRESSURES . 

' E ARE 0 SUCCEEDING IN SLO . I G 

INFLATION IN SPITE OF T~E IRRESP NSI LE 
TACTICS OF THE DEnOCRATS I CONGRESS . THIS 

AY NOT E REA ILY APPAREJTJ :CAUSE THERE 
IS A LAG ET EEN THE TI .L FISCAL AND 
f ~DNET ARY Rt:STRA l1 TS ECO J.E EFFECTIVE AND 
THE I.~ACT OF THOSE RESTRAINTS ON RETAIL 
PRICES . BUT I A THOROUGHLY CONVINCED T:1AT 
THE RIS~ IN THE COST F LIVING HAS EEN 
SLO' ED . 

EFFORTS TO CONTROL INFLATinN 
PRODUCE ANOTHER PRO L~ I -- RISING 

, 
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UN[1PLOYMENT . E HAVE THAT PRO LEt. :CAUSE 
THe. DE: I CRATS ALLO. '::0 I 'FLAT I 0 I TO RACE 
ALO ~G AL~~OST U CHECKED FOR NEARLY FOUR 
YEARS BEFORE THE t'l XON AD. 11 ~ I STRATI ON TOOK 
OFF I C .... . 

E INHERITED THE PROBLE OF 
INFLATI N. •E ARE NO. FIGHTING IT 
COURAGEOUSLY • 

. E ILL CURB I FLATION ITHOUT A 
RECESSION . 

JHENEVER A .Y DE CRAT TALKS TO 
YOU A UT H I G:~ UNE, ~PLOY 1ENT, JUST RE~ .It- 0 
HI • THAT THE U 1E lPLOY1 7 NT RATE RA 1 A OVE 
5 Pt.R CENT OUR I 'G THE FIRST FOUR DEPt OCR AT I C 
Y~ARS OF THE SIXTI~S AND DROPPED BELO THAT 
FIGURE ONLY AFTER A DE ~OCRATIC PR~SI ENT 
TOOK us INTO A JUNGLE IAR HALF AY AROUND 
THE 'ORLD . THE FACTS ARE THAT THE SHARP 
DECLINE IN UNEJ.PLOY~ENT IN 1q66 COl CIDED 

I TH A SHARP SURGe.. I J THE ECONO.v1Y 

.. 

, 
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TRIGGEREO BY THE VIETNA ~ AR . IS THAT THE 
KINO OF PROSPER I TY · E ANT I ' T ~IS COUNTRY ? 

THE SA . AR PROSPER I TY GE ERA TED 
INFLATIONARY PRESSURES HICH STEADILY 
PUSHED UP THE COST OF L IV I 'G FOR EVERY ~A~. , 

~D~ AND CHILD IN A~. RICA . OF COURSE IT 
IS PAINFUL TO FIGHT THIS I FLATION HIGH 
GATHERED ~O~ENTU I UNDER THE PREVIOUS 
DE nOCRATIC ADd ISTRATION . BUT E HAVE TO 
DO IT 0 E ILL E ETRAYI G THE A i~RIC 
PEOPLE . 

HAT THE DE I CRATS ARE TRYING TO 
DO IS TO SADDLE JS ITH THE CO 'SE~UENCES 
OF THEIR 0 =.• SINS . I 0 N' T THINv THE 
A ~ERICAN PEOPLE ILL 8_ ISLED . THEY ARE 
TOO S·~ART FOR THAT . 

THE DE CRATS HAVE BEE 
IRRESPONSIBLE IN THE FIGHT AGAINST 
INFLATION . THE DE,.OCRATS HAVE :EN GUILTY 
OF FOOT-DRAGGING IN THE FIGHT AGAINST CRIME . . 

, 
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THAT IS THE 0 'L Y CONCLUS I Q~J YOU 
CA 1 REACH HE YOU CO SIDER THAT THE 
DE~, CRAT -co 'TROLLED 1sr co 'GRt.SS LET THE 
.: 1TIRE FIRST SESSIO. ·sLIP Y ITH UT 
ENACTING EVE 0 E OF PR~SIOE 'T 'IXON' S 
13 ANT I -CR I p nE I L L S • 

THE DE .OCRATS HAVE TAKE ' A GO-SLO 
APPROACH THAT THUS FAR HAS S ~OTHERED 
REPUBLICA I EFFORTS TO I APLE £NT A NATIONAL 
ANTI -CRI CA ~PAIG ' · 

DESPITE THIS STALL I G 1 THE 'I XO ' 
A 1 I~ I STRATI 0 AS PUT THE AR " ' A LARGE 

u, 'ER OF :AFIA FIGURES , HAS CRAG/ED 0 I 

ON CORRUPTIO lr E JERS~Y , HAS UST~D 

UP SO.~ ~JOR DOPE S UGGLING AND PEDDLI G 
P~RATIONS, AND HAS HELPED STR~ GTHt. LOCAL 

P LICE FORC S. 
YES, THERE AS A 11 PERCE T 

INCREASE I THE ~AT I 'AL CR I t. RATt: LAST 
Y~AR . UT IT AS TH~ LOWEST INCREASE tN 

.. 

' 
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THE LAST FOUR YEARS , A 0 :E ILL C Tl UE 

TO tTTER A' ETTER . LET US ALSO OTE 

THAT THE RATE OF INCREASE UNDER THE 

DEMOCRATS IN 1968 AS !I ~PE~R~CE~N~T . -
, 'E OF THE FIRST TH I 1GS PRES I DE 'T 

NIXON I ·.'HE~ HE CA. II- I TO OFFICE LAST 

YEAR 'AS TO RE~UEST 25 , al LL I .• ORE FRO 

THe. CONGR SS TO FIGHT CR ltttc- THIS FISCAL 

Y AR . A FO FISCAL 1 71 H~ HAS ASKED 

FOR ~ 1 ILL I ' 257 .ILL I 0 ' FOR THE JUSTICE 

DEPARTv1E T -- T~E FIRST TL ic. I ! HISTORY 

THAT At Y AD.~ I 'I STRATI 0 HAS SOUGHT ~ORE 

THAN 1 ILL I 0 ' FOR TH;: LA'. ENFORCE , T 

AGENCY OF THE FEDERAL G V!:R '· ~ENT . 

I CA PR ISE YOU THAT AS THE 

RtSULT F NIXO' A hd ISTR TIO ASSISTA CE , 

THE A w. RICA PEOPLE ~ ILL E SAFER 0 THE 

STREETS AND I r THEIR HO. ~-s . 

AT THE SA I Tl, I SAY TH T THE 

DE ,OCR T-CO 'TR LLEO CONGRESS HAS AN 

.. 

, 



- 13-

0 LIGATION TO GIVE THE AO .. I ISTRATI ' RE 
TOOLS TO FIGHT ORGA 'IZED CRI I A '0 TH~ 

ARC TICS TRAFFIC . YOU CA' E SUR THERE 
ULD uE 10 STALLING .IF REPU LICA 'S ERE 

I CH RG: 0! CAPITOL HILL . 
THE ISSUES OF THE 1970 CAMPAIGN 

ARE CLEAR . FAILURE OF THE DEMOCRATS IN 

CONGRESS TO COOPERATE WITH A REPUBLICAN 
ADMINISTRATION IN THE WAR AGAINST CRIME; 
FAILURE OF THE DEMOCRATS IN CONGRESS TO 
COOPERATE WITH A REPUBLICAN ADMINISTRATION 
IN THE FIGHT AGAINST INFLATION . 

WHAT MORE PROOF DO THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE NEED THAT THE WAY TO ACHIEVE 
PROGRESS IN THE SEVENTIES IS TO GIVE 
PRESIDENT NIXON A REPUBLICAN CONGRESS SO HE 
CAN I r~PLEW£ NT H I S PROGRA~v1 ? 

T1ERE IS A J~ LE H ST a~ 'IXO 

AD d.IISTRATIO' REF R~·1S A AITING CO GRL:SSIO 1AL 
CTI ~ ~ A STRE 'GTHE 'ED A' ROADE 1ED 

, 
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A 'T I -CR I ' PROGRAl •j A POSTAL SERVICE 

AUTH R I TY I I TH ROAD I DERN I ZAT I ON PO ·ERS j 

A ORKFARE PROGRA~. IN PLACE OF TH: ' 1ELFARE 

SCA1 DAL j A CO SOLIDATIQ,t OF ~A PO' ER 

TRA I !I 1G PROGRA AS J TO ~ TUR 'ED OVER TO T-IE 

STATES AND LOCAL CO UNITIES AS THEY 

t.CO,· .E E U I PPED TO HA ! LE T ~:: ; REV ... 'UE 

SdARI 'G GIVI 'G THE STATES A 1D CITIES A 

PERCEt 'TAG:: SLICE F FEDERAL I C . ~E TAX 

RECEIPTS 01 A 0-STRit'GS-ATTACHr:.D ASISj 

CO~SOLIDATIO' OF FE ERAL GRA T PROGR ~S; 

A RE -EXA.dNATIO' OF FEDERAL AID TO SCHOOLS 

TO ACHIEVE CtU LITY EDUCATIO. j REVA~PI 'G 

OF OUR LA OR LA S FOR I ~PROVED HA. DLING 

OF AT I 'AL E'~ERG::•!CY LAB R 0 I SPUTES I 1 

TRA 'SPORTATI ' ; A 0 A CRUSADE TO RID 

URSELVES F AIR A ATER P LLJTION . 

EV~RY 0 ~ F TH SE REFOR"S. ILL 

E A'' ISSUE I TH: 1 70 CA.~PA I G ' TO TH:: 

EXT._ T THAT DE CRATS I 1 CONGRESS FAIL TO 

.. 

, 
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JOI THIS CRUSA E. 

THr.. A. ,-RICA PEOPLE ANT TH::St: 

REFOR1S . YOU CA' E SURE REPU LICA S OULD 

t.L IV -R ON THE t,: IF REPU L I CA S CO TROLLED 

THE CONGRESS . 

TO RAP ALL THE ISSUES IN THE 
~.<.~~~.,.,~ ....... TQ .... / 

1 70 CA PAIGN INTO 0 E -- THE PRI ARY ISSUE 
- - ~ ... . ... 

IS HETHE ~ ' ILL ~AVE A FO T-DRAGGING 
~ 

-~. ·cRAT c ·GRE~ss R REPU L 1 CA co GREss 
THAT ILL RESPO :O AFFIR TIVt.LY T THE 

PRO LEvS OF T~E 70 ' S. 
THt. HOUR OF TRUT. ~ IS UPO US 1 A D 

THE T I raE IS 1 • TRUTH IS UR GREATEST 

'EAPO I J THE CA J.PA I GN TO en E. OUR 

SUCCESS T THE P LLS 11LL E .- SURED Y 

OUR SUCCESS I I APRESS I 'G THE TRUTH UPO ' 

THE PEOPLE . 

IT IS VITAL THAT IE ELECT 

REPU L I CA S TO THE CO~GRESS IN 1 VE .I ER . 

NO THAT I~ T:~E TRUT.i YOU ~~UST ~AKE CLEAR 

.. 

, 
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TO THE Af lER I CA~' PEOPLE . YOU ltUST ~AKE CLEAR 

TH T PRES I DE 'T I XON . ! ILL E HELPED 

I. n.n.E 'SE L Y - - THE AT I N ' I L L E A I DE 0 - - I F 

THERE IS A REPU LIGAN AAJORITY I THE 

C GRESS AS A RESULT OF THE 1 70 ELECTIO S. 

SO LET US DO TH~ JO • T GETH~R 

• E CA • 'E ARE ' T rlE 1ARCH . LET US PROVE 

THAT OUR PARTY IS A ··1 '~lNG Q, E. 'E HAV_ 

THECA 'D IDATES AN THE PROGRAnS THE PEOPLE 

ANT . LET US ,QVE FOR 'ARD TOGETHER ••• 

TOGETHER TO VI CT RY I ' '0VE ER . 

-- E '0 --

, 

. , 



AN ADDRESS BY REP. GERALD R. FORD, R-MICH. 
REPUBLICAN LEADER, U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

AT THE 1970 GOP NATIONAL LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
AT THE INTERNATIONAL BALLROOM 

OF THE WASHINGTON HILTON HOTEL 
10:30 A.M. THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 1970 

FOR RELEASE ON DELIVERY 

It is time for the Republican Party to do some bragging. 

Republicans are usually modest fellows. We often hide our political lights 

beneath a bushel. We hesitate to engage in flowery oratory or to issue political 

promissory notes. These are the stock in trade of the other fellow. We are 

dealers in rationality and realism. 

It is because we have been realistic that we now can point with pride to a 

fistful of accomplishments over the ~months the Nixon Administration has been in 

office. It is because we have been realistic that we have achieved much. 

Let's toot our own horn a little. We have reason to be proud, and we should 

let the American people know why we feel that way. 

, We f~el~proud bec,.adJ.~ve ,reversed th~ c9urs.e of the Vi"t;:!..~.""~ ~-
p•/..,.,lf,J,,..~_.....,-,.,_ ~ ~ ~ ~~,.,U.A A.,... ~ .. Vt. 

We feel proud because we have given cfur Naticause to have hopes for A ~ 
,4r~. 

disarmament. 

We feel proud because we have achieved major draft reform and are moving 

toward an end to the draft . 

We feel proud because we have reordered our priorities so that for the 

first time in two decades we 1ri~spending more Federal funds on human~ 
! g a than on military programs. 

We feel proud because we have cut taxes and reformed the Federal tax 

structure. 

We feel proud because we are holding back the rise in crime. 

We feel proud because we are near the point of reforming the scandalous 

welfare system inherited from ~~ 

We feel proud because we ~he postal service despite a 

general belief that this simply was ~ot politica:ly poss~~~~~~ 

fighting in 1~~~ an~th~· 
' . ~\ 

II 

yds r·ase 

(more) 
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transportation and have ~=i ~ We feel proud because we are improving mass 

the most ambitious mass transit program ever. 

ecause we are protecting the national health and safety and 

r-reaching coal mine safety bill in the history of American 

labor. 

We could do much more. We want to do much more. And we could have done much 
31 

more in the tF months of our stewardship if we had had more help from our 

Democratic friends. 

But the Democrat-controlled Congress has been slow to act -- slow because 

the Democrats in the Congress are understandably reluctant to take positive actions 

which reflect credit on a Republican President. 

Let's be frank. The new Administration inherited a mess when Richard Nixon 

took office in January 1969. 

With the help of Republicans in Congress, the President is working hard to 

clean up the mess the Democrats left behind. 

Naturally the Democrats aren't anxious to cooperate with the President. Every 

time they do join hands with him to solve a problem they are admitting it is some-

thing they should have cleaned up long before. 

The Democrats are in an uncomfortable position. They are being asked to .. ' 
help clean up the mess they made -- 111111 the war a Democratic President plunged 

p 
•••• policies of us into; IS P I the inflation ~::_:>~ o.r!lby ir._rej;,.:sible 

~:·~ : /t.,. ~-
the previous Administration; W n• ~iori ties 'Knocked askew by the war we got 

into under a Democratic President;~air and water pollution that grew steadily 

worse during the eight years Democratscontrolled both the Congress and the White 

House; t: Z A 7\ crime- that rose 10 times faster than our population during 

the eight Democratic years of the Sixties. 

It's tough to clean up the Democratic mess, but we are making progress. 

I hJ p 6 a f]&'aNr 

,, rd man tut· J·7· 6 1 •n tHII o . 3 Ri 1' 6 I l 3 $ 

I c 

' taae if i 2 5 ' t '* I 1 a t srrnr tks Rrrssna· 

:iii? a dna ned tbsh 1 $1 13 asstt 211& 81115 ; p 1 7 I p I 2 t r· 

7 I bs nit 1 EEZtl ••• TSZT nU ni l as an 2 
I!; I. • 

¥rrt i f 0 i p 3 7 t no b 3 
1 

1!!1 n p T I j $IT T tu 11 2 ;ng£ as; 

asza tnt?· t. 3 p $ bun iilur pp] a tJ p . I $ 6 1!!1 

' 
I I ] I2dlb on liM on 11 

I 

I 
I 

I (more) 
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Inflation has been the No. 1 domestic problem 

Nixon has attacked inflation by setting an 

Have Not a bit they fattened up a 

Labor-H.E.W. appropriations bi billion despite the fact 

in school aid funds for this 

fiscal year than was spent in 

course 

Republicans in 

succeeded in gaining a compromise which cut the proposed spe 

in half. 

The Republican Party is the party of r33onsibility. Again I say we can 

feel proud of our stewardship during the past months. -. ........ ~ .. .-.-.... E 

IttJ I t 12£ 2 r ·rrssrereibh s Slid H&&I &± sass 

at DII a 2 1 2J I I 

We are now succeeding in slowing sf H 

• 
t t 1 i fl t . d th bl ~ 1 t o con ro n a 1on pro uce ana er pro em -- , " unemp oymen . 

We have that problem because the Democrats allowed inflation to race 

fo~inistration 

. · . "'~ 

Whenever any Democrat talks to you about high unemployment, just remind him 

that the unemployment rate ran above 5 per cent during the first four Democratic 

years of the Sixties and dropped below that figure only after a Democratic 

President took us into a jungle war halfway around the world. The facts are that 

the sharp decline in unemployment in 1966 coincided with a sharp surge in the economy 

triggered by the Vietnam War. Is that the kind of prosperity we want in this 

country? 

The same war prosperity generated inflationary pressures which steadily 

pushed up the cost of living for every man, woman and child in America. Of course 

it is painful to fight this inflation which gathered momentum under the previous 

(more) 
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Democratic Administration. But we have to do it or we will be betraying the 

American people. 

What the Democrats are trying to do is to saddle us with the consequences 

of their own sins. I don't think the American people will be misled. They are 

too smart for that. 

The Democrats have been irresponsible in the fight against inflation. The 

been guilty of foot-dragging in the fight against crime. 

hat is the only conclusion you can reach when you consider that the ;I 

trolled 9lst Congress let the entire first session slip by witb6ut 

enacting even ~e of President Nixon's 13 anti-crime bills. _.1/ 
The Democ~~ have taken a go-slow approach that thus far has;Smothered 

Republican efforts t~ . .,.~plement a national anti-crime campaign. / 
',, / 

Despite this stalli~, the Nixon Administration has put ihe arm on a large 

number of Mafia figures, has ~eked down on corruption in N~Jersey, has busted 

up some major dope smuggling and\ddling operations, and,~s helped strengthen 

local police forces. 1/ 
I 

Yes, there was an 11 per cent ~crease in the1~ational crime rate last year. 
f , 

But it was the lowest increase in the 1~ t four rs~ and we will continue to do I 
e of increase under the Democrats 1 better and better. Let us 

I 

into office last 

1!1 1968 was ll per cent. 

One of the first things President N~n 
I 

year was to request $25 million more fr~ the Con ess to fight crime this fiscal 

year. And for fiscal 1971 he has as~ for $1 bill~ 257 million for the Justice 

Department -- the first time in hi~ry that any Admi~tration has sought more th n 

$1 billion for the law enforcem~ agency of the federal 

I can promise you tha~s the assistance, th 

I American people will be s~r on the streets and in their hom 

At the same 

obligation to Administration more tools to fight organize crime and the 

narcotics sure there would be no stalling if Re 

in charge Hill. 

cam. aign are clear: Failure of the 
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What !lb jBQef de the American people need 4li&U tbt "!$ to achieve progress 

ive President Nixon a Re ublican Con ress so he can 
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There is a whole host of Nixon Administration reforms awaiting congressional 
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w6t•'l•z•-~z .. •a6i•r .. l-.s~z~z1~a~'•t~~;.-~~;~l'~ workfare program in place of the welfare scandal; 

a consolidation of manpower training programs, to be turned over to the states and 

local communities as they became equipped to handle them; revenue sharing giving 

the States and cities a percentage slice of Federal income tax receipts on a 

no-strings-attached basis; consolidation of Federal grant programs; a re-examination 

of Federal aid to schools to achieve quality education; revamping of our labor laws 

for improved handling of national emergency labor disputes in transportation; and 

a crusade to rid ourselves of air and water pollution. 

Every one of these reforms will be an issue in the 197~campaign to the 

extent that Democrats in Congress fail to join in this crusade. 

The American people want these reforms. You can be sure Republicans would 

deliver on them if Republicans controlled the Congress. 

To wrap all the issues in the 1970 campaign into one -- the primary issue 

is whether we will have a foot-dragging Democrat Congress or a Republican Congress 

that will respond affirmatively to the problems of the 70's. 

The hour of truth is upon us, and the time is now. Truth is our greatest 

weapon in the campaign to come. Our success at the polls will be measured by our 

success in impressing the truth upon the people. 

It is vital that we elect Republicans to the Congress in November)\ 11a 

~at is the truth you must make clear to the American people. You must make clear 

that President Nixon will be helped immensely -- the Nation will be aided -- if there 

is a Republican majority in the Congress as a result of the 1970 elections. 

So let us do the job. Together we can. We are on the march. Let us 

prove that our party is a winning one. We have the candidates and the programs 

the people want. Let us move forward together ••• together to victory in November. 

# # # 



AN ADDRESS BY REP. GERALD R. FORD, R-MICH. 
REPUBLICAN LEADER, U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

AT THE 1970 GOP NATIONAL LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
AT THE INTERNATIONAL BALLROOM 

OF THE WASHINGTON HILTON HOTEL 
10:30 A.M. THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 1970 

FOR RELEASE ON DELIVERY 

It is time for the Republican Party to do some bragging. 

Republicans are usually modest fellows. We often hide our political lights 

beneath a bushel. We hesitate to engage in flowery oratory or to issue political 

promissory notes. These are the stock in trade of the other fellow. We are 

dealers in rationality and realism. 

It is because we have been realistic that we now can point with pride to a 

fistful of accomplishments over the 15 months the Nixon Administration has been in 

office. It is because we have been realistic that we have achieved much. 

Let's toot our own horn a little. We have reason to be proud, and we should. 

let the American people know why we feel that way. 

We feel proud because we have reversed the course of the Vietnam War. 

We feel proud because we have given our Nation cause to have hopes for 

disarmament. 

We feel proud because we have achieved major draft reform and are moving 

toward an end to the draft. 

We feel proud because we have reordered our priorities so that for the 

first time in two decades we will be spending more Federal funds on human resource 

programs than on military programs. 

We feel proud because we have cut taxes and reformed the Federal tax 

structure. 

We feel proud because we are holding back the rise in crime. 

We feel proud because we are near the point of reforming the scandalous 

welfare system inherited from a previous era. 

We feel proud because we will be reforming the postal service despite a 

general belief that this simply was not politically possible. 

We feel proud because we are successfully fighting inflation, and the 

levelling off in wholesale prices will be reflected soon in a slowing of the retail 

price rise. 

(more) 
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We feel proud because we are improving mass transportation and have proposed 

the most ambitious mass transit program ever. 

We feel proud because we are protecting the national health and safety and 

sponsored the most far-reaching coal mine safety bill in the history of American 

labor. 

We could do much more. We want to do much more. And we could have done much 

more in the 15 months of our stewardship if we had had more help from our 

Democratic friends. 

But the Democrat-controlled Congress has been slow to act -- slow because 

the Democrats in the Congress are understandably reluctant to take positive actions 

which reflect credit on a Republican President. 

Let's be frank. The new Administration inherited a mess when Richard Nixon 

took office in January 1969. 

With the help of Republicans in Congress, the President is working hard to 

clean up the mess the Democrats left behind. 

Naturally the Democratsaren't anxious to cooperate with the President. 

time they do join hands with him to solve a problem they are admitting it is some

thing they should have cleaned up long before. 

The Democrats are in an uncomfortable position. They are being asked to 

help clean up the mess they made -- to end the war a Democratic President plunged 

us into; to curb the inflation brought on by irresponsible spending policies of 

the previous Administration; to reorder priorities knocked askew by the war we got 

into under a Democratic President; to end air and water pollution that grew steadily 

worse during the eight years Democratscontrolled both the Congress and the White 

House; to reduce a crime rate that rose 10 times faster than our population during 

the eight Democratic years of the Sixties. 

It's tough to clean up the Democratic mess, but we are making progress. 

Instead of helping us, the Drmocrats are employing the same kind of 

spend-more tactics they used in piling up $57 billion in deficits during the last 

decade. 

Instead of jumping feet first into the war against crime, the Democrats 

have dragged their heels on the 13 anti-crime bills proposed by President Nixon 

and have attacked nearly every new anti-crime tool as unconstitutional. 

Instead of whole-heartedly backing the President's Vietnamization program, 

some influential Democrats have been undermining the President and urging a 

settlement on North Vietnamese terms. (more) 



-3-

Inflation has been the No. 1 domestic problem facing the American people. 

President Nixon has attacked inflation by setting an example for the Nation -

balancing the Federal budget. 

Have the Democrats cooperated? Not a bit of it. Instead they fattened up a 

Labor-H.E.W. appropriations bill for fiscal 1970 by $1.3 billion despite the fact 

the President had already asked for $1 billion more in school aid funds for this 

fiscal year than was spent in fiscal 1969. They pursued a thoroughly irresponsible 

course in the hope of political gain. 

The President and Republicans in the Congress refused to bow to political 

blackmail and succeeded in gaining a compromise which cut the proposed spending 

jump in half. 

The Republican Party is the party of responsibility. Again I say we can 

feel proud of our stewardship during the past 15 months. We can be proud that we 

held our ground in the face of irresponsible attempts to bust the Federal budget 

without a care for inflationary pressures. 

We are now succeeding in slowing inflation in spite of the irresponsible 

tactics of the Democrats in Congress. This may not be readily apparent, because 

there is a lag between the time fiscal and monetary restraints become effective and 

the impact of those restraints on retail prices. But I am thoroughly convinced that 

the rise in the cost of living has been slowed. 

Efforts to control inflation produce another problem-- rising unemployment. 

He have that problem because the Democrats allowed inflation to race along almost 

unchecked for nearly four years before the Nixon Administration took office. 

We inherited the problem of inflation. We are now fighting it courageously. 

We will curb inflation without a recession. 

Whenever any Democrat talks to you about high unemployment, just remind him 

that the unemployment rate ran above 5 per cent during the first four Democratic 

years of the Sixties and dropped below that figure only after a Democratic 

President took us into a jungle war halfway around the world. The facts are that 

the sharp decline in unemployment in 1966 coincided with a sharp surge in the economy 

triggered by the Vietnam War. Is that the kind of prosperity we want in this 

country? 

The same war prosperity generated inflationary pressures which steadily 

pushed up the cost of living for every man, woman and child in America. Of course 

it is painful to fight this inflation which gathered momentum under the previous 

(more) 
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Democratic Administration. But we have to do it or we will be betraying the 

American people. 

What the Democrats are trying to do is to saddle us with the consequences 

of their own sins. I don't think the American people will be misled. They are 

too smart for that. 

The Democrats have been irresponsible in the fight against inflation. The 

Democrats have been guilty of foot-dragging in the fight against crime. 

That is the only conclusion you can reach when you consider that the 

Democrat-controlled 9lst Congress let the entire first session slip by without 

enacting even one of President Nixon's 13 anti-crime bills. 

The Democrats have taken a go-slow approach that thus far has smothered 

Republican efforts to implement a national anti-crime campaign. 

Despite this stalling, the Nixon Administration has put the arm on a large 

number of Mafia figures, has cracked down on corruption in New Jersey~ has busted 

up some major dope smuggling and peddling operations, and has helped strengthen 

local police forces. 

Yes, there was an 11 per cent increase in the national crime rate last year. 

But it was the lowest increase in the last four years, and we will continue to do 

better and better. Let us also note that the rate of increase under the Democrats 

in 1968 was ll per cent. 

One of the first things President Nixon did when he came into office last 

year was to request $25 million more from the Congress to fight crime this fiscal 

year. And for fiscal 1971 he has asked for $1 billion 257 million for the Justice 

Department -- the first time in history that any Administration has sought more th~n 

$1 billion for the law enforcement agency of the federal government. 

I can promise you that as the result of Nixon Administration assistance, the 

American people will be safer on the streets and in their homes. 

At the same time I say that the Democrat-controlled Congress has an 

obligation to give the Administration more tools to fight organized crime and the 

narcotics traffic. You can be sure there would be no stalling if Republicans were 

in charge on Capitol Hill. 

The issues of the 1970 campaign are clear: Failure of the Democrats in 

Congress to cooperate with a Republican Administration in the war against crime; 

failure of the Democrats in Congress to cooperate with a Republican Administration 

in the fight against inflation. 

(more) 
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What more proof do the American people need that the way to achieve progress 

in the Seventies is to give President Nixon a Republican Congress so he can 

implement his program? 

There is a whole host of Nixon Administration reforms awaiting congressional 

action: A strengthened and broadened anti-crime program; a postal service authority 

with broad modernization powers; a workfare program in place of the welfare scandal; 

a consolidation of manpower training programs, to be turned over to the states and 

local communities as they become equipped to handle them; revenue sharing giving 

the States and cities a percentage slice of Federal income tax receipts on a 

no-strings-attached basis; consolidation of Federal grant programs; a re-examination 

of Federal aid to schools to achieve quality education; revamping of our labor laws 

for improved handling of national emergency labor disputes in transportation; and 

a crusade to rid ourselves of air and water pollution. 

Every one of these reforms will be an issue in the 1970 campaign to the 

extent that Democrats in Congress fail to join in this crusade. 

The American people want these reforms. You can be sure Republicans would 

deliver on them if Republicans controlled the Congress. 

To wrap all the issues in the 1970 campaign into one -- the primary issue 

is whether we will have a foot-dragging Democrat Congress or a Republican Congress 

that will respond affirmatively to the problems of the 70's. 

The hour of truth is upon us, and the time is now. Truth is our greatest 

weapon in the campaign to come. Our success at the polls will be measured by our 

success in impressing the truth upon the people. 

It is vital that we elect Republicans to the Congress in November. And 

that is the truth you must make clear to the American people. You must make clear 

that President Nixon will be helped immensely -- the Nation will be aided -- if there 

is a Republican majority in the Congress as a result of the 1970 elections. 

So let us do the job. Together we can. We are on the march. Let us 

prove that our party is a winning one. We have the candidates and the programs 

the people want. Let us move forward together ... together to victory in November. 
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