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LIB HIGH SCHOOL FT.l • •• FOUNIBRS DAY MTG •• .2/J('j J. 
Ylyaii11N '/Cp-" 

1. WE ARE .. HERE TONIGHT BECAUSE WE ARE lEEPLY 
K 
CONCERNED ••• CONCERNED ABOJ T AU.. OF AMERICA'S ffiOBIEMS 

BUT PRIMARrrLY THE EXCELLENCE OF EDUCATION . 

:!. IET ME SAY 'D AT THE OlJrSE'l' THAT I YIELD TO NOONE 

IN MY CONCERN ABCUT ElliJCATID N. I THII~K THAT THROUGH 

QUALITY EDUCATION AND GOOD .DBS WE CAN LICK THE 

PROBLEM OF POVERTY IN THIS COONTRY AND IMPROVE ... 

2/ LEE Pl'A 

THE QUALITY OF LIFE OF THE ENTIRE NATION . 

3. IF WE ARE DEEPLY ~XX CWCEIOO:D WITH 

QU.lLITY EDUCATION, WE MUST ASK aTRSELVES HCW QUALI'IY 

EWCATION IS TO BE ACHIEVED Dm AND WHAT WE MUST 1D 

TO ACHIEVE rr. 

4. I HAVE ALWAYS MAINTAINED • •• AND I - ASSERT AGAIN 

TONIGHT··· THAT THE DSlZDmmMZIID FOONDATION OF 

QUAL.IT~ E_lliCATION IS QUALITY Sa!OOL PERSONNEL. 
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5. I AM TALKIIIG ABOUT tC!XIX.X'U BOTH I ArniNISTRATIVE 

AND TEACHING PERSONNEL ••• BUT PRIMARILY ABOUT TEACHERS. 

6. THERE IS NO SUBSTITU'IE FOR GOOD TEACHERS. WIT IDUT 

*" FINE TEACHERS, w.fHAVE NOTHING IN OURIU)IIO®IU SCHOOLS. 

7 • TO HAVE FINE TEACIERS, WE MUST HAVE 1X114PJJIHEIRUX THE 

PROPER INGREDIENTS FOR A QUALITY EllJCATION ENVIRONMENT 

IN A OOMMUNITY. 
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8 • WE MUST HAVE A COMMUNITY WHICH HONORS ITS 

TEACHERS ••• HOOORS THEM BY ACCORDING THEM THE PRESTIGE 

AND STANmNG THEY IESERVE ••• AND ALSO IDNORS THEM BY 

PAYING rrHEM A SALARY COMr1ENSURATE T;VITH THEIR 

TRAINING, THEIR ABILITY, AND THE aJJ:mR'DIZ:tBaEIZrB.II 

INFLUENCE THEY EXERT ON THE LIVES OF OUR YOUNG PEOPLE. 

9. AS FOR THE TEACHERS, DIRXD: A GREAT RESPONSIBILITI 

RESTiB UPON THEM . WH.ITEVER THE PimSICAL FACILITIES 
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AVAILABLE TO THEM, IT HAS BEEN PROVEN TIME AND AGAIN 

THAT AN EXCElLENT TEACHER IS ABIE T(ll IMPART KNOtliE:OOE 

AND A BURNING lESIRE FOR LEARNING TO HIS OR HER 

PUPIIS, REGARDlESS OF IEFICIENCIES IN PHYSICAL 

SURROUNDINCE. THIS IS NO!' TO SAY THAT WE :IXJ.I 00 NOT 

WANT THE BEST WE CAN PROVIIE IN SCHOOL BUILDINGS AND 

EQUIFMENT FOR OUR YOUNGSTERS • BUT IT IS TO SAY •• • AND l'l 
1!. 
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TO EMPHASIZE •• • THAT THE TEACHER IS BY FAR THE MOST 

IMPCRTANT INGREDIENT IN THE DJ:ARil ING PROCESS. 

10. THAT m:Il IEAIS ME 'ID TIITS POINT. EDUCATION STILL 

IS •• • AND SHCULD BE ••• PRD'JARILY A S'IATE AND LOCAL 

RESPONSIBILITY. THERE Ill! ~ A FEDERAL RESPONSIBILITY, 

BUT IT IS SECONDARY TO THAT OF THE STATE AND THE LOCAL 

coJ.ttUIITY • 
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11. I WOUIJ:l ALSO MAKE '!HE POINT THAT IJJX WHILE 

ADEQUATE FUNDING IS NEEIED TO ATTRACT CONPETENT 

TEACHERS,XDX HIGH PER-PrrPIL EXPENDITURES ill. 
NOT AUTOMATICALLY WARANTEE EXCElLENCE IN EWCATION. 

12. NO, WE MUST CONSTANl'LY EVALUATE nxx:IDI OUR 

BSCHOOLS, MEASURE THE RESULTS, DETERHINE IF AND 

WHERE THE RESUI:I'S ARE DEFICIENT, ANL11'JlD THEN MAKE 

UP THE LACK. 
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13 • THE BASIC RESPONSIBILITY FOR Ki.rgarten through 

12th GRAIE SCHOOLING IS THAT OF THE STATE . THE LOCAL 

COMMUNITY ANmH THE FEIERAL GOVERNMENT MUST SUPPLEMENT 

AND MUST CONSTANTLY SERVE AS A PROD, AS SHARP 

OVERSEERS, TO TR~ TO MAlE THE EDUCATIONAL PROllJCT 

THE BEST POSSIBLE. 
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1.4. HAVING SAID THAT, LET ME TELL YOU \.JHAT THE 

NIXON All"!!NISTRATION IS PROFOSING AS A ImLP TO THE 

STA1ES AND LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN FISCAL 1971. 

15. FBIERAL EWCATIO.N PROGRAMS WILL STRESS: 

a. A ffiOORAM OF EXPERIMENTAL SQ100LS AN:r.B OTHER 

RES&ARCH Dl ANilE EVAULATION EFFORTS TO mSCOVER WHAT 

ACTIVITIES INCREASE STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT. 
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b . EMPHASIS ON IMPROVED EOOCATION FOR DISADVANTAGED 

STUDENTS AND ON EXPANSION OF EDUCATIONAL OPPORTU1JITIES 

BEYOHD IIT<E SCHOOL. 

c. GREATER ATTENTION TO CHILmEN WRING THE FIRST 

5 YEARS oonln OF LIFE. 

d. PROPOSED NEWEC ffiOGRAMS OF REVENUE SHARING WITH 

THE CITIES A.NB STATES AND WElFARE REFO:Ft1 WHICH WILL 

EASE THE WELFARE BURDEN OF THE STATES, AND THUS HELP 
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FREE MeRE STATE AND LOCAL DJllARS FOR SCHOOLS . 

e . INITIATION OF EFFORTS TO ACEIEVE THE ' RIGHT '10 

READ' GOAL FOR THE 70 ' s . 

r. CONSOLI'DATIONS, REilJCTIONS AND ELIMINATIONS OF 

EXISTING LOWER PRIORITY PROGRAMS OF CATEGORICAL 

FEDERAL AID • •• SUCH AS FOR SO*CALLED FEIERALtY 

JMPACTED SCHOOLS. 
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g. EXPANSION OF MAJOR CULTURAL PROORAMS, INCLUillNG 

THCSE OF THE NATIONAL FOUNDATION ON THE ARTS AND THE 

HUMANITIES, AND THE CORP<RATION FOR PUBLIC BROA:OO.ASI'IRJ 

h. AND A NATIONAL REVIEW illRECTED AT REFORM OF THE 

BASIC FINANCIAL STRUCTURE OF ELEMENTARY Jill .AND 

SECONDARY EDUCATION. 
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16. THERE ARE' TIDSE vJHO WOOLD HAVE YOU BELIEVE THE 

FEIERAL GOVEalMENT HAS FAlLEN FAR SHORT OF ITS 

RESPONSIBILITIES IN THE Fm.D OF ED'OCATION . 

17. THE FACTSSX .RE THA.T JD!Din FEIERAL OUTLAYS FOR 

EOOCATION HAVE GROWN FRCM IESS THAN I.XI 1 BILLION 

OOLIARS IN 1960 TO MORE THAN 5 BTILION IN 1971. "hbl 

18. TOTAL FEIERAL SPENDING FOR EI.UCATION, INCI.UDING 

lh/ LEE PrA 

GRAI.UATE TRATIUNG, ACAIEMIC RESEARCH, VETERANS 

EDUCATION BENEFITS .AND OTHER FROORAMS, WILL EXCEED 

!!£ BIUION FOR 19l*-COMPARED WITH !,?_.BILLION IN 19.§! • 
... 

19. OUTIAYS ESTIMAT11ID AT $2. 7 !'TIL ION IH 1971 WILL 

SUPPORT A VARlET! OF PROGRAMS FOR PRESCHOOL, ELEMB.:NI' ARY 
. 

AND SECONDAKI SCHOOL STUIENTS, ESPECIALLY THOSE WITH 

DISA1JVAN'I'AGED BACKGBOURIS AND OTHER HANDICAPS. 
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20. I WOULD ALSO CALL ATTENI'IOI TO THE FACT THAT 

A N&l OFFICE CF CHILD DEVELOPMENT HAS BEEN CREATED 

IN THE lEPARTMENT OF HEALTH-lfEDUCATION*ANDiMEIFARE. 

THIS TILL IIDVIIE LEAIERSHIP AND COORDINATION FOR 

ILL FEIERAL PRill RAMS FOR FRESCHOOL CHILDREN. THE 

PRESCHOOL FERIOD IS CRITICAL BECAUSE THIS D IS WHEN 

EnJCATIONAL IEPRIVATION OFTEN BEGINS AND THE FUTURE 

OOURSE OF A LIFE MAY BE .IETERMINED. 

~ IEE PTA 

21. THE FELERAL ROLE IN EIDCATION IS INDEED EXPANDING, 

BUT THE MERE FRO VIDING OF MORE FEIERAL :1 DOLLARS IS 

NOT THE AN5WER TO ACHIEVING QUALITY EWCATIDN. 

22. THE AIMINISTRATION HAS MALE A OOMMITMENT TO 

GREATER FEIERAL AID TO S<llOOLS, TH.OOUGH mRECT AID 

AND THROUGH FEDERAL REVENUEIIDDI SHARING, BUT IT 

IS ALSO IMPORTANT 'IO MAKE 8URE1t'IBRAL,AND STATE AND 

lOOAL IDLL!.RS AS WElls., WILL BUY SOMETHIIG. 
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23. IT WILL ID LITTlE GOOD TO Fro VIlE MORE LOLLARS 

FOR TEACHER SALARIES ~ ATTRACT GOOD TEACHERS 

IF THE VALUEBX OF THOSE OOLtARS C0!\5TANTLY KEEPS 

mDPPINGX. 

24. AND SO THE PRESIDENI' IS mNCERNED • • • AND SB SIOULD 

WE ALL BE • •• WITH NOT JUST HCW MANY LOLLARS WE HAVE TO 

SPEND FOR SCHO<I.S AND OTHER PURRJSES BUT r,.;rm WHAT THOSE 
OOLLARS WILL BUY. 

J$1 IEE PrA 

25 . WE m HAVE A FINANCIAL CRISIS IN OUR SCHOOL 
~ 

AFFAmS. BUT IET US FACE 1'1' ~UARELY. IET US FACE 

IT WITH COMMON SENSE. LET US NOT BLAME THE FEIERAL 

GOVERNMENT FOR rr, <R LOOK TO THE FEIERAL GOVERNMENT 

TO BAIL US OUT. IET US JOIN HA.Nffi IN PARTNERSHIP 

WITH THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO KEEP OTR OOLLAR AS 

SaJND AS R:>SSIBIE AND TO USE ALL OF OUR EIDCATION* 

AVAILABLE !OL.IARS TO ACHIEVE LSi;'· 
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THE BEST EilJCATION POSSIBlE FOR OUR OOYS IJUZD AND 

GDUS. WE CANNOT DO IDRE. TO 1D IE$ WOunD BE TO 

SHIRK A SACRED TRtS T • I AM SURE NOONE HERE WILL 

BE FOUND WANTING. 

#11#11## 




