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GRAND VALLEY STATE COLLEGE FLAG DEDICATION 1/J$/70 

TODAY TN'E IEDICATE THIS POLE AND THIS FLAG TO THE USE 

OF GRAND VALLEY STATE OOLIEGE. THIS IS A VERY SPECIAL 

OCCASION. FOR ••• "THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STA'IES11 ••• WHEREVER 

IT JI..AY BE FL<loJ:N ••• 11 IS" ••• IN THE WORDS OF ONE OF OUR 

PRESIDENTS ••• "UNIVERSALLY REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 

PRINCIPLES OF JUSTICE, LIBERTY, A.ND DEMOCRACY ENJOYED 

BY THE PIDPIE OF THE UNITED STATES." 

THAT IS WHAT THIS FLAG MEANS TO 'IE. IT IS A GREAT 

SYMBOL. IT EVOKESU SENTI:r.ENTS WHICH CAUSE A S'l':nm,IN~, 

~HTHIN THE HEART~ OF EVERY LOYAL CITIZEN. 
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EVERY LOYAL AMERICAN CITIZEN HONORS HIS FLAG. BUT 

IS IT THE FLAG ITSELF THAT WE HONOR? THIS PIECE OF 

CLOTH, NOT QUITE AS LONG AS WilE, SEVEN RED AND SIX 

WHITE STBIFES, AND A BLUE FIELD OF WHITE STARS ••• 

WE HONOR THE FlAG AS A SYMBOL ••• THE TANGIBLE EVIDENCE 
OUR DETERMINATION 

OF /rO UPHOLD THE TRADITIONS WHICH HAVE MALE AMERICA THE 

FREE AND GLORIOUS lAND IT IS ••• TIE SIMBOL OF OUR 

DEDliCATION TO INDIVIDUAL FREEOOM AND REPRESENTATIVE 

GOVERNMENT. 
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OUR FLAG REPRESENTS US--THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED 

STATES OF AMERICA. IT IS A FLAG MANY .AMERICANS HNVE 

LOVED ••• AND DIED FOR. IT IS A FLAG THAT WILL ADNAYS 

REPRESENT OUR GREAT HERITAGE A.ND Ol.JR.J!m GREAT PROMISE. 

AMERICANS HATE WAR •• AND YET THEY SOMETIMES FIGHT ••• AND 

DIE. 

THE GREAT BRITISH PHILC£0PHER AND ECONOMIST JOHN STUART 

MILL ONCE SAID: 

"A MAN V;JHO HAS NOfHING WHICH HE IS UD.1HILING TO FIGHT 

FOR, NOTHiliZ WHEH HE CARES DOf MORE ABUUT THAN HE IDES 
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HIS Oll.L'I PERSONAL SAFETY, IS A MISERABIE CREATURE, WHO HAS 

NO CHANCE OF BEING FREE UNLESS DX MADE AND KEPI' SO BY 

THE EXERTIONS IDJ OF MEN BETTER THA.L'I HIMSELF •" 

I .A£¥1 PRJUD TO TAKE PART IN THIS CEREMONY TODAY BECAUSE 

I BELIEVE THIS IS A TIME FOR PATRIOTISM. IT IS A TIME 

TO STAND UP TO THE CHAlLENGES AND COMPLEXITIES THAT 

CONFRONT OUR NATION. 

AND AS I GAZE UPON OOR COUNTRY'S FLAG tmliU:\ HERE TODAY, 

THIS IS WHAT IT SAYS TO ME: IT SAYS THAT AMERICA IS NOT 

PERFECT BUT IT COMES CLCSER TO PERFECTION THAN ANY OTHER 
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COUNTRY IN THE WORLD. IT SAYS THA'l' OUR IMPATIENCE WITH 

OUR SHORTCOMINGS SHOULD BE ltHB:uocJ: FUEL FOR OURH PROGRESS, 

NOT THE FIRE OF IESTRUCTION. IT SAYS THAT MANY IN AMERICA 

ID NOT REALIZE HCMI.X LUCKY THEY ARE TO HAVE BEEN BOX 

BORN HERE. IT SAYS 'LOOK XJrOilmiX AROUND YOU ••• LOOK 

AROUND THE WORLD. YOU LIVE IN THE GREATEST COON'l'RY MAN 

HAS EVER .1:-LJT TOGETHER. BE PROO'D OF IT. t 

AND IT SAYS THAT YOU HERE TODAY ARE AWAKE TO WHAT 

AMERICA MEANS, TO THE OPPORTUNITIES AND DiD BLESSINGS 

OF ITS FREEllJM. I AM GRATEFUL THAT YOU PLACE UPON THESE 
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BLESSINGS THE HIGHEST OF VALUES ••• AND THAT YOU WILL 

AWAYS SEEK TO PRESERVE THEM. 

#I#### 
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