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NOTES FOR UNITED ME'rn:ODIST CHURCH SPEECH r' f ~t/lf?O 
(Jerry: the pastor wants a speech that will stimulate 
his people to become "involved• in solving commnnitQ' 
problems ••• and so the follow-ing is aldlng that line.) 

AMERICA HAS PASSED THROUGH EARS OF TURMOIL IN WHICH 

THE CAIJL REPEATEDLY HAS BEEN FOR MORE MASSIVE FEDERAL 

SPENMNG • • • FCR FEDERAL SOLUTIONS TO EVERY PROBLEM ••• FOR 

A MARSHALL PLAN FOR THE CI'ITES. 

LNI' US AMLYD THESE DEMANffi . IS TOTAL FEDERAL J.CTION 

THE A.TqSWER? IS MASSIVE FEDERAL SPENDING THE SOLUTIOR? 

WE HAVE GONE THAT ROUTE BEFORE, THE FROBLEMS PERSIST, AND 

SO WE Mt5T CUNCLUIE THAT SOME ELEMENT OF THE REMEDY IS 

2/ 

MISSING. 

OF COURSE GOVERNMENT HAS AN IMPORTANT IDLE TO PLAY 

IN SOLVING AMERICA'S PROBLEMS. BUT GOVERNMENI' ALONE 

CANNOT FROVIIE THE At&lERS. MONEY ALONE IDES NOT 

BRING SOLUTIOJIS. 

COf1PASSIONATE S'IUDY OF 'IHE MilLIONS OF PERSONAL 

TRAGEDIES 'IHAT STILL PLAGUU US IN AMERICA POINTS TO 

THE AIL-IMPORTANT ELEMENT THAT IS MISSING IN THE 

REMEmAL MIX ••• THE HUMAN ELEMENT, THE ELEMENT THAT roT 

AMERICA ON THE PATH TO GREATDSS FROM ITS EARLIEST DAYS. 
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I AM SPEAKING ABOUT THE XDIZU ElEMENT THAT MAKES 

COMMUNITY CLINICS IN HARD-IIlRE POVERTY ARE A S SUCCEED, 

THE ELD!ENT THAT MAKES THE 6N*'l'HE-:l-JQB TRAINING EFFORTS 

OF THE NATIONAL ALliANCE OF BUSINE S5MEN PAY OFF FOR THE 

HARD CORE UNEMPLO!ED, THEIXI ELEMENT THAT TRULY MAKES 

LIFE WORTH LIVING • •• THE GREAT QJIET DRAMA OF IX MAN 

~PINGMlN·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~IP 

~ 

-ll!IIAS' .. ~RECENT YEARS WE HAVE SEEN MANY 

AMERICANS, PARTICUDARLY THEa: YOUNG, AT WAR WITH THE 
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MACHINERY AND THE MEN OF GOVERNMENT •• • WHAT THEY CALL 

THE SYSTEM. 

IDl MUCH MORE THEY MIGHT ACCOMPLISH IF THEY WOULD 

JOIN RANIS IN SOME CONSTIUCTIVE EFFORT ••• A SLUM 

CLE.MUP PROJECT OR THE <R GANIZING OF CLASSES WHICH 

TEACH THE BACKWARD JIIFB~f Ha-T TO APPLY FOR A 

JOB OR SIMPLY HeM TO PERFORM THE RCUTIM TASKS OF 

EVERr'DAY LlVDIG, PERSONAL liX HYGIENE AND THE LIKE. 

I SAID THERE lS AN lMPiRTANT ROlE FOR GOVERNM!NL_/ 

THERE IS . AND THERE IS LIKEWISE A VITAL PART TO BE PLAYED 
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BY FRIVATE BUSINE SS IF THE QUALITY OF LIFE IN DlHJXX 

AMERICA IS TO BE lMPROVED FOR ALL EX OUR PEOPLE. 

BUT FULLY AS IMFORTANT AS THESE EFFORTS IS A THIRD ••• 

HELP FOR THIU IESS FORTUNATE Bl' PEOPLE WID CARE. ONLY 

IF THIS PERSCIUL ELEMENT IS RESTORED TO AMERICAN LIFE, IS 

PRACTICED AS IT WAS BY THE PIONEERS WHO HELPED EACH OTHER 

LEST AIL SIDUill PERISH, CAN WE J TRULY SUCCEED IN AMERICA. 

THE POTEMTIAL FOR INm VIllJA.L GOOD IN AMERICA. IS 

TREMENOOUS . 
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VOLUNTARY ORGANIZATIONS IN AMERICA TODAY. THERE ARE 

3201 000 <liURaiES, Wl'rH M)RE THAN A MilLION lUMDD: MEMBERS. 

THERE ARE 2,000 UNITED FUNIS AND COMMUNITY CHESTS, 31 SOO 

VOLUNI'ARY HOSPITALS, 6,000 PRIVATE FOUNDATIONS, MORE THAN 

100,000 VOLUNTARY WELFARE AGENCIES. THIRTY-SIX MILLION 

AMERICANS BELONG TO FRATERNAL AND SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS. 

Bur, ~U MAY SAY, ALL OF THESE VOLUNI'ARY ORGANIZATIONS 

ARE FUNCTIONDG Na-J' IN ONE WAY OR ANOTHER. YES, IN ONE 

WAY OR ANOTHER. BUT THERE ARE MILL IONS OF AMERICAMS WHO 



7/ 

HAVE NOT BEEN DRAWN INTO THIS GREAT WORK, DK THIS 

WONDERFUL ACTIVI'l'Y BY WHICH DX M.b I.RA'wS CLOSEST TO 

GOD, THIS WORK OF BROTHER HELPING BROTHER. 

THE GAlLUP POLLING ORG~IZ.ITIONB: HAS ESTIMATED THAT 

61 MILLION ADULT AMERICANS WOULD BE WILLING TO CONTRIBUTE 

245 MilLION MAN*HOURS A WEEK TO VOLUNTEER ACTimiES. 

AND WHAT OF THOSE WHO .00 NOT EXPRESS WILLINGNESS BUT 

NEED ONLY SCJ1E KIND OF STDIULUS TO BECOMEXX IN'IDL VED? 

THINK OF WHAT ALL OF THESE VULUNTEERS COULD E ACCOMPLISH l 

AS IN THE DAYS OF PIONEER AMERICA, THIS IS THE MOST 

IMPOR!ANT DIMENSION OF THE AMERICAN SPIRIT. rr IS ALSO 

8/ ,& MEASURE OF 01Rxm!Srli!IZ.I&Dlllm!Er A NEGLECTED OPPORTUNlTY. 

AS YOU MAY KN<JN, THE ffiESIDBIIT IS SETTING IN MJTION 

A VOLUN!'ARY ACTION PROGRAM lllDDD AIMED AT ENLISTING 

MANY MORE MILLIONS OF AMERICANS IN PRIJ'ATE EFFORTS TO 

HELP SOLVE COMMUNITY A.ND OOCIAL IILS . THAT VOLUNTARI 

ACTION PROGRAM IS HEADED BY OUR FORMER GOVERNOR, HOUSHG 

AND URBAN DEVELOFMENT SECRETARr GEORGE ROMNEY. 

WHAT THE AIMINISTRATION IS SEEKING TO .00 IS TO PROVIIE 

ANSWERS FCR TIKB E WHO WANT TO 1 AKE UP DEn THE LATE 

PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEm t S CHALLENGE: 'ASK NOT WHAT 
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U YOUR COUNTRY C AN 00 FOR YOU, BUT WHAT YOU CAN 00 FOR 

YOUR COUNTRY. t 

THE NEED IS FOR IDLUNTlRY ACTION, ACTION GEARED TO THE 

PROBLEMS OF THE :mmVIIDAL WITHIN THE OOMMUNITY, AND 

RESPONSIVE TO HIS DRE00 AND HIS m HOPES. 

AS I MENTIOOED EARLIER, ONE SUCH ACTION PROGRAM MIGHT 

~,.d(AKi -
BE CENTERED ON TP' 9J(Ii HIGH SCHOOL GRAllJATES - HOW TO 

APPLY FOR A JOB . IN lETROIT, \OLUNTEERS WORKING AT ONE 

ACTION CBm'ER FOUND 'fHlT 65 ji'ER CENT OF THE GRAIDATES IN 

THAT AREA WERE NOT WORKING THRE.EZ MON'l'HS AFTER 'r lEY FIN!SHE:C 
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SCHOOL ZD1l'UZIX IA RGELY BECAUSE THEY DID NOT KNOW WHERE 

TO GO OR I Ha-T TO lEXII APPLY. THE DETRO IT IOOJTERU HAS 

GIVEN THEM THE BACKGIDUND AND, WORe ING THROUGH ABOTHER 

VOLUNTEER GROUP, HAS HELPED THEM GET JOBS AND KEEP THEM. 

THIS IS THEIX KIND OF STUFF THAT BUILT AMERICAIXXX ••• 

THE KIND B OF EFFCRT THAT UD MAlE ITS DREAMS FLCMER 

IN'ID BCUNtBIFUI. REALITY. 

:.vJOEJED.nXI:g'ZmNZISDMIXI'IZ~xar&DZXBUl.OOX 
THIS IS BASIC WISlXII. THIS IS THE ONLY 1: SOUND WAY TO 

S!ZilJJIIDfioo!1!13JZDEUl!:SJZDilDJ:RJCSX'JHIZDI1ZS'mi:CimSZX 
BUILD A GREAT AMERICA. IT1S Nor ENOUGH JUST TO SIT BICIC, 
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PAY OUR TAXES A.ND ffiRs:>NALLY OBEY THE LAW • WE ALL HAVE 

TOT AKE A HAND IN RIGHTING WRONGS AND HELPING OOR BROTHERS 

TO HELP THEMSELVES. 

WE KNCM FROM EXPERIENCE THAT THE GOOD WE SEND OUT IN'IO 

THE LIVES OF OTHSRS COMES BACK A HUNDREIFOLD INTO OUR OWN. 

THERE IS JOY IN IELPDIG OTHERS, BECAUSE IN HELPING OTHERS 

WE ARE MOOT LIKE THE SON OF GOD. AND THIS, INIEED, SHOULD 

BE THE GOAL OF US ALL. 
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