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moved so slowly it has almost been marching in place.

Of the great Nixon reforms, the Congress has completed action on only one--draft
reform--and is nearing the finish line on one other--tax reform.

The only draft reform achieved by the Congress was to repeal one sentence in the
law so that the President could go ahead with a lottery system, the '"luck of the draw"
method for selecting draftees.

On tax reform, the Senate has gone far beyond the sound, reasonable House-approved
bill and has produced a Christmas tree bill loaded with political goodies. They have
taken a tax reform bill and turned it into an irresponsible tax relief bill.

I look to the House-Senate conference committee for salvation on tax reform.

They certainly have a job to do. Being an optimist, I think they will do it and
the American people will get good tax reform legislation. I think it will be a bill
the President can sign.

Members of the Senate may kick aside all concern about inflation. But the President
cannot do so. He is only too aware that while our tax cuts may total $8 billion or more
over several years, the cost of six per cent inflation is $28 billion a year in lost
values and dollar erosion. The President is acting for all of us in fighting the heavy

tax that is inflation.

So we've looked at the record of the 91st Congress as of this moment, and it is
not a pretty one. It is a record of failure--failure to measure up to the mandate
of reform that was delivered up by the American people in the last election.

The House Democratic Leader speaks of the '"lack" of an Administration program.
That is a completely phoney charge. The Administration program of some 40 reform
proposals has been laid before the American people for all to see--and the people
like it.

In the next election the voters will put the Congress in the hands of
representatives who will move that program forward and move America forward with
it.

That new team will be a Republican team, for the Republican Party is not a
party of promises but a party of action.

The Seventies are a decade of decision. I ask the American people to look
closely at what happens to the program shaped to guide us in that decade of decision,
the Nixon program. And I ask that they look closely at the Republican Party--a

party not only ready and willing to govern the Nation but ABLE to govern the Nation.
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