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HOLLYHOCK LAD REMARKS 7/4/69 

[b-.~R.f:b 
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LADIES AND GENri.EMEN; BOYS AND GIRLS, A HAPPI 

FOURTH OF JULY TO YOU. I OON•T KNCM IF IOU1 VE THOUGH!' 

AOOUT rr IN JmT THIS WAY, Btrl' THIS IS A BIRTHDAY PARTY. 

IN FACT, WE ARE CElEBRATING 'IWO BmTHI?AYS Im:RE TOI».Y. 

EVERY BOEr HIRE IS 3S IEARS OLD ••• BECAUSE WE'RE ALL PART 

OF 'DiE -- WONIBRFUL TRADITION OF THE IDLLlHOCK LANE 

PARAIE, WHICH STARTED 3S YEARS AOOJ AND EVERrBODY HERE IS 

193 YEARS O:W, YES, 193, BECAUSE -----WE ARE ALL 

2/ 
~- -· - · ~·-

- dQ 
PART OF THE WONDERFUL NATION KNONN AS 

THE UNITD STATES OF .AMERICA, BORN EXACTLY 193 YEARS AGO. 

FIRST OF ALL TOW IET US SALUTE THE CALVIN-GIDDINGS 

PA'IRIOTIC ASSOCIATION FOR CONCEIVING THE IDEA OF ftiS 

FINE POORTH OF JULY PARAIE, NCM THE OLIBST JULY 4TH PARAIE 
~ ,...... 

J 
IN KEBT CCUNTI. AND lET us• PAY TRIBUTE TO GEORGE 

VRUGGINK ( VROO-GIRK), THE LAST SURVIVING MEMBER OF 

THE GROUP WHICH ORIGINATED THE P.ARAm. D 1934. 

I FIRST MARCHED IN AND SPOKE AT .A HOLLYHOCK 

LA.IE PARADE 21 IEARS AGO, SO GEORGE VRUGGINK GOES BACK a-
' 
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A LOT FARTHER THAN I 00. I'M GLAD THERE IS SOMEBODY HERE 

OLlER THAN I AM. _...r 
SERIOtm.Y, LET 1S THINK A MINUTE OF WHAT GEORGE 

~ VRUGGINK AND HIS FRIENI5 WERE SAYING TO GRAND RAPI.OO, -TO KENT ClllJNTY, TO • THE REST OF THIS OOUNTRI AND TO THE 
CAME UP ¥ITH 

WORLD WHEN THEY"'"'lHB HOLLYHOCK LANE PARAJE IlEA IN 
'"-

1934. 

I THINK WHAT THEY WERE SAYDlG IS THAT AL1HOOGH THE 

UNITED STATES Df 1934 WAS GRIPPED BY A TERRIBLE IEPRF.SSION 

4/ 

.......--. 
WITH MILLIONS - OF PEOPLE GOING TO BED HUNGRY EVERY 

NIGHT, '!HIS WAS STILL THE l£ST OOUITRY IN THE WORLD J2 
LIVE IH. HClrl MUCH HAI!ER,IT WAS TO SAY THAT THO THAI 

IT IS N<li .. WHEN MOST OF US ARE ENJOYING AN ABUNWCE OF 

MATERIAL THIKOS., 

FOr YOU TBENAGERS IT 1 S JUST HISTORY, IF 

YOU THINK AB)UT IT AT ALL ••• BUT II 1934 OUR ENTIRE NATION 

WAS CRfPR'n• EOONOMICAILY. 
.... .. . - . ~ ,.., .. . 
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BOIS FROM THE CITIES WERE WORKING IN THE W00113 1 _..,. 
WORKIHG IN 'lHE C.C.C •• CAMPS FeR A. FEW DOLLARS A MONTH 

JUST TO PUT l"'OD INTO '1HEIR MOUTHS AND SEND A LITTlE 
H)NE! HOME TOe' 

....,£ - & HELP OUT THEIR FUUS AND THE 

" REST OF THE F AMIILY • 

SEEMS UHBELlEVABI.E NCW, DOESN 1T IT? NCW IN THIS -- --

6/ -GREAT rotJNTRY OF OURS MANY SKILLED JOBS ARE -GOING 
.... 

BEGGING. THE ---~~ FE . .IERAL OOVER!OOllT IS SPENDING 

MILLIONS OF IDUARS A YEAR TO TRAIN THE UNEMPLOIED AND 

THE .. ___ UN'IEREMPLOIED TO FILL THOSE JOB:>. 

BUSINESSMEN, HERE IN GRAND RAPIIS ·AND ELSEWHERE IN THE 

COUNTRY, ARE JOINING HAN1l3 WITH THE GOVERNMENT TO GIVE 

THESE FBO~G ON THB JOB ••• J!LT~ WHILE 'mEY 

WRH1 MAKE THEM USEFUL CITIZENS DESERVING OF THEIR a-JH -RESPECT AND THE RE s:ECT OF OTHERS • 
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WE ----· LOOK AOOUT US TODAY AND WE SEE 

AT LEAST ONE AND MAYBE 'IWO OR MORE CARS PARKED ABOUT OUR 

OOOD HOIBS. WE SEE HEALTHY, WELL-FED CHILIREN IN MOST 

OF OUR ARE IS. WE ENJOY mE COMFORTS OF THE GREATEST 

J STANDlRD OF LIVING EVER EXPERIENCED Bl MEN AHD WOMEN 

AND CHILIREN AN!WHERE IN '!HE WORLD. 

\ 

-AND WE SHOULD BE MOVED TO • SAY ••• THANK GOD FOR 

w UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

BUT THERE IS FAR MORE TO BE TFMNKFUL FOR THAN 

MERE MATERIAL COMP'ORTS. THE. GREATEST GIFT WE HAVE IS 

8/ 

THAT WE WERE BORN FREE. WHAT A GLORIOUS GIFT FREEOOM 

.. IS 1 THIS WAS '1HE - GIFT BESTOWED UPON US WHEN -A HANDFUL OF COURAGEOUS MEN GATHERED-

TOGETHER 193 YEA.RS AGO AND IECLARED THAT THE 00 I.Dli!ES 

ESTABLISHED IN THIS COUNTRY WERE FREE AND INIEPENIENT 

AND WERE CUTmG THEIR TIES WITH ENGLAND, THEIR MOTHER 

COUNTRY • THIS WAS THE GIFT WE RECEIVED WHEN THE EAMERS 

OF THE lBCLARATION OF INIEPENI.EICE IBCLARED THAT "ALI. 
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... 
0-INDIVIIDAL FREEOOM> .. 

~ 

IN OUR FElBRAL CONST:rrt.rriON,- IN THE BILL OF 

RIGHTS. WE ALL KNCW WHAT THOSE P'REEOOMS ARE. ~ 
fi/"~~.:1 TOO LIGHTLY BECAUSE- THEY DII:Ii'T HAVE '!0 

BARN THEM. A Fmi AMERIC.AHS TODAY OON'T WANT '10 IEFEND 

l/ 

- ..... THEIARL. 
THOSE FBEEOO!f>.~ THANK GOD -- FEW Dl 

" liJMBER. -SO!BTHING WE • SHOULD ALL REMEMBER TODAY IS THAT 

== B I'RDIDM TO SWDIG OUR ARMS DIS WHIRl TBI O'lHER • 
10/ 

FEI..I.CW'S NOSE BEGINS. ----LET US BE THANKFUL FOR OUR FREE1X>M3 ••• FOR OUR 

INIEPERIENCI ••• FOR ONE OF THE MCST SPLENDID ACTIONS 

IN ALL HISTORY TAKEN 193 YIARS AGO WHIN $6 MEN PLEOOED 

D THEIR SACRID HOI<Il Ill 

SUPPORT OF THE STRUGGLING NEW NATION KN{ltlN AS THE 

UNITED &rATES OF !MERICle 

TODAY THERE ARE THOSE WHO SAY WI ARE A SICK 

NATION • THEY ARE WRONG. WE ARE A GIDIING OIIIJRTRY, A 

CHARGING .. COUNTRY, A .I1{NAMIC OOUNTRY • WE ARE MAKING 

) 



11/ 

TRBMENIDUS FROGRESS. TCWARD THI!: GOALS SET FORTH BY 

OUR FOREFATBBRS. 

MORE SlCIAL WROHlS HAVE BEEN RIGB'l'ID IN THE LAST .. 
IECJlB AID A HALF THAN WIRE CORRECTED IN THE MORE THAN 
' m 

90 IlURS BE'IWDN THE - BND OF THE CIVIL WAR AID TH1 

MilESTONE YEAR ~ 19$, A MILISTOD II 'l'H! HISTORY OF 

RACIAL JUSTICE. 

= ·'" :if • • • .. "' ... . . J • • • • • 

TODAY AIY YotnfG MAl OR l«nWf WHO REALLY QI'I'S m QQ 

TO COLLEGE CAl LO SO. P'INM CIAL HELP IS ... .AVAILABLE BROM 

VARIETY OF SOURCES. 

THE P'EIERAL GOVERBM!ijNI 1(!! IS INVESTING 'mREE 

TIMBS AS MUCH IN HEALTH FROGR~ AS p; DID Fm YIARS AGO. 

---------..: \.., GERERATIOI OR '!WO AGO ,...... 
MARY - C11 IOU YOUBGa PEOPLE HERE TODAY WOULD HAVE 

DmD FH>M SUCH mSEASESJS~ OR DIOOJiERIA. 
== - z~w~~ ~ 

TOillY WE ARE • • AT WARA BUT JUST -,r !EARS 
" 

AFTER THE FIRST HOI.JtYHOCK LANE PARAIE :IlK THE WORLD ~ -EXP:WlED INTO GLOBAL CONFLICT, AND JUST SEVEN YEARS AFTER ... -'!HAT FIRST 2 HOLEIHOCK LANE P.ARAIB THE UNITED ST.diS 
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'Zr· 
TODAY THERE'S 

A THIRD WORLD WAR• 

WAR ON AN HONCRABLE BASIS. 

IT HAS BECOME F'ASHIONABIE FOR S~-r~TO 

CRITIC:rlE OUR YOUNG PB> PLE TOillY. A. .l SJuti 

FRACTION OF OUR YOUNG PIDPLE X 5 
hfAVE U>ST THEIR WAY. 

lb/ 
I}Je $11()V~ A#,4fD4,61C 71ftrr 

A_ FOR THE K>ST PART, WE HAVE A COMMIT'l'ED AND A COMPASSIONATE 

YOUNGER GENERATION WHO WAIT TO IMPROVE ..-: THIS COOBTRY 1 

YOUNG PECPIE WHO WART TO BUILD AND MAKE THIS CClJNTRr BETTER, 

NOT -.TEAR IT DCWN. THEY WANT TO BUILD ON THE=S¥ 

REVOLUTtoa, Nar START A Nml - ONE. 

THEY ARE SSiiii~TH\NKFUL THAT THEY I-IVE IN A FREE 
> ... . 

AMER!CA AND PARTAKE OF THE !OO~U~NTI!L-- OF THIS GREAT 

LAND I OF OORS. ,...... 
THEY KNCM THAT THE DEFENSE OF .. FREEDOM IS NOT 

A SOMETIME THING AND THAT IT TAKES WORL TO PRESERVE IT. 
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so TODAY LET us TAKE OFF OOR HATS TO THE B, F us 

TAKEiiOFF OUR cogs TO 'n.!E WTURE. INSPIRED BY 

THE MAGNIFICENT ACHIEVEMENTS OF IES'I'J!!RDAY, BUT 
t,..,t6~ ~ A -~ D 

~ j TRANS~0 our~IRATION IJ'J.'O(MitL 
ASPIRATIONS AND ACCCJfPLISHMENTS 0~ IEMOORACY .j 

p s JJ PLo u If 1.1)1/• 

t I " ~ J ,.:; i ~ • ,,' , • ~• ;.,.., 'f ~ .. , rflfW•I 11• :0 ' ~· •• ,~f! • • , .. -. -

WE MUST HOLD HIGH THE BANNER OF F IEEOOM AND UPHOLD 
- .... . . . "' . ' .. .. ... , .. 
THE DIIINITY OF MAN. 

q 7 w 
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00 NOT LISTEN TO THE FALSE VOICES 'lHAT CALL 

PATRIOTISM OLD-P'ASHIONEI8 OR WORSE. BE PROUD TO BE 

AN AMERICAN. B PROUD TO BJ C.ALLBD A Pmi9" BECAUSE 

THAT MEANS YOU LOVE YOUR COUITRY !00 VE ALL ELSE • 

• LET US TODA.Y SEEK THE REAL MEANING OF 1HIS 

----- INIBPDD!IICE llAY ;;~..!- LET US 

REKINDLI OUR LOVE OF OOUIITRY, COURAGE WITH CONVICTION 
1 

.iOTIOI '1'0 'IU'1't ~ASSIOlf l'OR JUSTJ:CI. LET US 

CELEBRA1E THE FOURTH OF JULY EACH AND EVERY DAY OF THE DAR. 

11111#1111 
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LADIES AND GENTLE ~ tj BOYS A '0 GIRLS . A HAP Y FOURTH ·r 
JULY TO Y"U . I DON'T KN ' IF YOU' V: T~ UGHT A OUT IT JUST 

TJL!§, ..:..A Y \ BUT TH I S I S A RTH __ 4 Y ~ARTYa.. I N FACT , '.'JE ARE 

C~LEBRATING T~O BIRTHDAYS HERE TODAY . EVERYBODY H~RE IS -
~5 YEARS OL0 ••• 3ECAUSE · ~ ) RE ALL PART OF TH~ WONOERFWt 
.-.~-......~--

TRAD IT I "N OF T·~r.: HOLLYHOCK LANE PARADE; !HI CH STARTED 35 . -~ 

YEABS ~) A~'D EVERYBODY HER: J.S._ 193 Y:ARS OLD ) Y:S , 1 g3, -
a~CAUSE JE AR~ ALL PART Or THE . ONuERFUL I 'AT I ON '<NO' ~~ AS 

TH~ UNITED STATES F A 1cR!CA , BORN EXACTLY 193 YEARS AG • 

EIRST OF ALL>TOO Y L~T US ~ALUT~ THE C~LVI~~GI 01 GS 

PATRIOJIC ASSOCI Tl N FOR C0~ 1CEIVING T!~C: !O.:A OF THIS FINE 

fOURTH OF JULY PARA E• 10r THE OLDEST JULY T,1 PARADE IN 

Kc.t'T C"UNTY . AND L-T US PAY TRI UTE TO GEORGE VRUGGit ~ 

(vROO -G I ~~~}.-IE LAST SURV IV I "'G ·.~E :R OF THE GROUP WHICH 

.. 



ORIGINATED THE PARA-E IN 1n34. 

I FIRST ~RCHED IN AND SPOKE AT A HOLLYHOC' LA 'E PARADE 

21 YEARSIAG~ SO GEORGE VRUGGINK GOES 9ACK A LOT FARTHER 

THAN I DO . I) 1 GLAD THERE IS SO ,;:BODY HERE OLDER THAt' I A 1. 
--- -·- Q I -;;;::.~ ~ 

SC:R I_Q.U_S,h Y) LET ' S THINK A \MINUTE Of 'JHAT GEORGE VRUGG INK 

AND ~IS FRIE OS ERE SAYING TO GRANQJ5APID? , TO ~~NT_ CuUNTY, 
•wm~a., 

TO T:-1: REST OF THIS COUt.!TR~ A~'D TO THE JORLD JHEN THEY CA :: 

UP "I TH THE HOLLYHOCK LANE PARAD~ IDEA ' 1 ?3 • I 

I TH't!'( HAT THEY ·::Rc. SAYING S THAT ALT~ UGH THE U ITC:D 

STATES IN 1 3 ~AS ~R!PP:O Jy A TERRIBLE DEPRESS!ON 'ITH 

~ILLIONS OF PEOPLE GOING TO SEQ HUNGRY EVERY NIG.~T , T:~IS J'AS 

STILL THE BEST COUNTRY IN THE JORLD TO LIVE IN . HUY ·~UCH 
seA 1-

HAR ER IT \JAS T SAY THAT THEN THAN IT IS NOW, ~ HE ' M8ST OF .. , . 

US ARE :NJny I 'G AN A UNDANCE OF .1ATER I AL TH I 'GS . 

fOR YOU T-~NAG~RS IT ' S JUST HISTORY, IF YOU THINK ABOUT 

JT I ALL ••• UT IN 133 OUR ENTIRE NATION' AS CRIPPLED ECONO · __ ...... __ 

.. 
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I CALLY . 

OYS FRO *• THE C 1 TIES '.:RE ~~ORK I NG IN THt COOS, '~' ORK I NG 

IN THE C.C.C. CA~PS FOR A FE1 DOLLARS A ~ONTH JUST TO PUT 

fOOD INTO THEIR . OUTHS AND SCND A L I TTLC: ~~ONEY HO .,E TO HELP 

I .,......,. 

SEC: 1S UN~EL I EVA:3LE NOW~ DOESN ' T IT ? N ·~ ... IN THIS GREAT 

COUNTRY Of OURS MANY SKILLED JO S ARE GOING BEGGIN~ . T~E 

FEDERAL GOVERN,ENT IS SF:NOING ~ILLIONS OF OLLARS 4 YEAR 

TO TRAIN T ~::: UNEMPLOY~D A 0 THE UNDEREHPL YEO T FILL T'~OSE -
JOBS . uUS I NC:SS~J~N HERE IN GRAND RAP! OS AND ELSE uH::RE IN THE 

COUNTRY ARt: JOIN It G HA 'OS . •1 TH THE GOVERN 1ENT TO GIVE THC:S: 

PEOPLE TRAINING ON THE JO ••• PAY THE .. . H I LE THEY LE~R~ ) .~AKE -
THEM USEFUL CITIZENS DES~RVING OF THEIR 0 N RESPECI .AND THE 

RESPECT Of OTHERS . 

' E LOOK ABOUT US TODAY AND E SEE AT LEAST ONE AND ·~ .AYB: 
"";;;. 

.. 
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TWO OR ~ORE CARS PARKED A~OUT OUR GOOD HO AES . . ~ SEE HZALTH~ 

H ~LL -FED CHI LOREN IN ~ OST OF OUR AREAS . ~E ENJOY THE C0~41t'ORT~ =· 

Of THE GREATEST STANDARD OF LIVING EVER EXP.ER I ENCED BY \1EN 
---=-~~¥:;1....~... e Pr ,.....~ - tttt tr Jt' t1u <t-~ .... - a tt n . 

AND rJo~ ~EN AND CHI LOREN ANY\VHERE IN THE '"!ORLD • 
._ t rtte.aafi.\-¥~~_.. ... L • •• u · m r&w•"ti b ;::-::'.•-• ·• -,:. .. .,.:; ~Jr- ,,_ •• •• 

AND \JE SHOULD BE .J10VED TO SAY ••• THANK GOO FOR THE UN I TED 
:: H :; __ _ - - -

STATES OF A:~1ERICA. 

BUT THERE IS FAR . ~ORE TO BE THAN~'rUL FOR THAN ~ 1ATER I AL 
1:r 'i?hilllll'¥t - n ·= ,. •r:a · -, 11: .. ,.. 

1 rnr.::.s::: q ~ lWII-

£Q . .1fQBI.§... T;·~E G~E-~!1~1 GIFT ~JE HAVE IS THAN 'l'E ·\t ER~.- 3Q~~--

fRC:t: . ~ :~AT A GLORious Gi fT FRE:oo . 1s ! THIS '.'AS T:·IE GIFT 
IWM lld.il- _._,_..._ 

- ...., I 2 Iii mera u.,. PIS illil . ...,.,_ _ _._... -

BESTO ~ ED UPON US WHEN A HANDFUL OF COURAGEOUS '.~EN GATHERED 

TOGETHER 193 YEARS AGO A.!O 1E:CLARt.O THAT T'1E COLONIES 

ESTABLISHED IN THIS COUNTRY WERE FREE AND INDEPENDENT AND 

'1ERE CUTTING THEIR TIES 11TH ENGLAND , THEIR A· THER COUNTRY . 

THIS VAS THE GIFT uJE RECEIVED WHEN THE FRA MERS OF THE DECLAR -, . ....... -~ 

AT I ON Of I NDEPENDE CE DECLARED THAT "ALL ~; - N AR: CREATED EQUAl 
- .... 

.. 
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,THAT THEY ARE ENDO EO Y THEIR CREATOR ITH CERTAI~' UNALIEN-

ABLE RIGHTS ••• " 
- £2 I iPV 

OUR I NO IV I DUAL FREE DO fl.S ~~ERt: SPELL:D OUT LATER IN OUR 

F~DER~h. CONST I TUT lQ~1 IN THE S, ~- OF. R I Gli.T~.: J~E ALL NO'.' 

~HAT T 1osE FRE.:oo 1s ARE . soR.~:: A ~1ER! cAr's TA E THe:· .. Too 
=~~ ~ 

LIGHTLY BECAUSE THEY DIDN T HAVE TO EARN T~EM. A FEW - ... 
~~ERICANS TODAY DON T WANT TO DEFEND THOSE FREEDO~S . THANK 

.. • 2 -

GL 0 THEY ARE FE I~' ~.U ,_JER . == ::e; ...._ ~ - -- - •==P·w--- . .• -...e ,. · ~- e;Q&;dcx;·.jJ.j;.--...-.. .;p£4!u.. 

SO 1 .... THING .• E SHOULD ALL RE 1E.1BER TODAY 'S THAT THe. FREE --_..,. 

DOM TO S" I r'G OUR AR ~S ENDS 'NHERE THE OTHER FELLQ~J) S NQSE 

3EG INS . 

Lr:T US Bt:. THAN~'FUL FOR OUR FREEDO-~S ••• FOR OUR INDEPENDENCE 

••• FOR ONE OF THE ~06T SPLEND I ACTIONS IN ALL H I STORY T A:(EN 

1 ~3 YEARS AGO . JHE~ 5"' ',EN PLEDGED THEIR LIVES 1 THEIR FORTU"'ES 
.. ~ p zmq; ~. « ·= g ;; ).r_ ~ 

AND THEIR SACRE HONOR IN SUPPORT OF THE STRUGGL I 1G NE~J 
--·-

• 
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NATION "NO 1 AS THE UNITED STATES Or A '!ERICA ; 

TODAY THERE ARE THOSE : HO SAY ' E ARE A SIC'" ' T • THEY 

ARE ~R8N.G :. E ARE A GRO' 'I NG COUNTRY J A QHA 'G. I fiG COU TRY • 

OYNA~i11 C COUf\!TRY . ·t:: .R!: . '"I !G TRE~,~ENDOUS F·ROGRESS TO RD 
.......... 

THE GOALS SET FORTH BY OUR FOREFATHERS. 

, RE SOCIAL ~ R"~'GS HAVE EEN RIGHTED IN THE LAST DECADE 

A 'D A · ALr T ~ r· ;-R::: coRRECTE 1 f\! TH:: ~oR: THA~' so YEARS 

pETWEEN THE END OF THE CIVIL WAR AND THE ~J.ILESTONE YEAR OF 

1 5t > A ~~ILESTONE IN THE HISTORY OF RACIAL JUSTICE . 

TODAY ANY YOUNG AAN OR 0 ~A ~ HO R: LLY JA TS TO GO TO 

COLLEGE CAN DO S • FINANCI L :~~LP IS AVAILABLE FRO, A IDE 

VARIETY Or SOURCES . 

THE FEDERAL GOVER~' ~E 'T NO'~ IS I NVL:ST I NG THREE Ta~~~ES AS 

MUCH IN H:ALTH PROGRA ~S AS IT DID FIVE YEARS AGO . A GE ERA -
G£ .. 2.. 

T 0~! R TL AG Y OF YOU Y U~'G PEOPLE HERE TODAY nuLD 



·7-' 
HAVE 0 I ED FRO .. SUCH 0 I S::As;:s AS SCARLET rEVER CR I PHTHER I A. - -TODAY E ARE AT .AR IN VIETNA. . UT JUST FWVE YEARS AFTER 
TH:: FIRST H LLYH C' LA 'E PARADe THE WORLD EXPLQOED INTO 
GLOBAL CONFLICT A, 10 JUST SEVEr' YEARS ArT:R THAT F I RSl 
HOLLYHOC' LA E PARADE THE U ifTED STATES 'AS DRA.N '~TO' RLD 

•• == 

'A~-~ !I. 10DAY THERE S A GQOQ BET WE CAN AVO I 0 A THIRD WQRLP -
'~AR . AND FOR THE FIRST TIME IN FOUR YEARS THERE IS GOOD 
REASON TO BELIEVE WE CAN END THE VIETNA'A WAR QN AN HONORABLE 
BASIS . 

IT HAS 3ECO I FASHIONA LEFOR sn~~ SP~AvERS TO SRITICIZE 
OUR YOUNG PEOPLE TODAY . 9UT ONLY AS 1ALL FRACTION Or OUR 
YOUNG PEOPLE HAVE L ST THEIR AY . E SHOULD RE\,E~ABER THAT 
tOR THE ~lOST PART JE: HAVE A CO .rdTTED AND A CO ~~PASS I Of· ATE: 

. .~ ·& ..-;; -m . : •• -::. b ' :::a:=:act ,,.= '" s t : 

YOUNGER GEN'-RATION ','HO 'A 'T TO IMPR9VE THIS COU 'TRY, YOU~G 
. * ?( ';:£21 • sc:·· 

p_QPLE JHO ANT TO BUILD AND ·AKE THIS COU~1TRY E!T~~ ' OT 
~1 em-
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T.:AR IT DO~ N. THr:Y '.JANT TO 8,1!1 LD ON THE OLD REVOLUT I 0 ~, t'OT -START A NC:' I ONE . 

THEY ARE THANvrUL THAT THEY LIVE 
PARTA~E Of THE OU tTY Of THIS GR~AT LAND OF URS . 

Ttla:Y KNO'J THAT THE DEFE SE OF FREE DO~. IS ~ OT A so~AET I ~AE 

THING AND THAT IT TA''ES '•nR:' TO R:SERVC: IT . SO TODAY LET -- . .,~-
US TA\E OFF OUR HATS TO TH~ PAST BUT L-T US JAKE · OFF OUR. 

i7'1 1'..... 7 --

CDAIS TO THE FUTURE . LET US 3E INSPIR~D Y THC: 1AGNIFICENT 
•• • 

A$EVE . .:.NTS OF YESTERDAY, UT LET US ALSO TRANSLATE OUR 

I NSF I RAT I N INTO ASPIRATIONS AND ACCO.APL I SH.~ENTS SO TH T 
Or.. ,OCRACY ~ ILL FLOURISH. 

'E ·usT HOLD HIGH THE BANNER OF FREED01 A '0 UPHOLD THE 
0 I GN I TY OF .1A~' • 

wJ ~OT LISTE TO TH: FALSE VOICES THAT CALL PAWRIOTIS~ 



- 9· 
OLO :FA~H I,QNEJl OR.., JO]SE.,: E PROUD TO BE AN A ~~ RICAN . ~ 
.,.~ SU2 

PROUD TO BE CALLED A PATRIOT BECAUSE THAT ~EANS YOU LQVE 
-:: .e 
YOUR COUNTRY ABOV~ ALL ELSE . 

LET US TODAY SEE'< THE REAL \1EAN I NG OF THIS I 10:::PEr'DENCE 
• 

JlJ I~ OUR HEARTS . LZT US RE:\ I t~DL- OUR LOVE ~F COUNTRY; 

COURAGE WITH CONVICTION' DEVOTION TO DUTY, AND PASSIO~' FOR 

JUSTIC~ . L~T US CEL: RATE THE f URTH OF JULY EACH A '0 EVERY 

DAY Of TH:: YEAR • 

... 
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--FOR RE~SE ON DELIVERY 
Friday, July 4, 1969 

Remarks by Rep. Gerald R. Ford at the 35th annual Hellyhock Lane Fourth of July 
celebration, 9 a.m. Friday, July 4, 1969, at Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Ladies and Gentlemeq,Boys and Girls. A Happy Fourth of July to you. I 

don't know if you've thought about it just this way, but this is a birthday party. 

In fact, we are celebrating two birthdays here today. Everybody here is 35 years 

old ••• because we're all part of the wonderful tradition of the Hollyhock Lane 

parade, which started 35 years ago; and veverybody here is 193 years old, yes, 193, 

because we are all part of the wonderful nation known as the United States of 

America, born exactly 193 years ago. 

First of all today let us salute the Calvin-Giddings Patriotic Association 

for conceiving the idea of this fine Fourth of July parade, now the oldest July 

4th parade in Kent County. And let us pay tribute to George Vruggink, the last 

surviving member of the group which originated the parade in 1934. 

I first marched in and spoke at a Hollyhock Lane parade 21 years ago, so 

George Vruggink goes back a lot farther than I do. I'm glad there is somebody 

here older than I am. 

Seriously, Let's think a minute of what George Vruggink and his friends 

were saying to Grand Rapids, to Kent County, to the rest of this country and to 

the world Mhen they came up with the Hollyhock Lane parade idea in 1934. 

I think what they were saying is that although the United States in 19S4 

was gripped by a terrible depression with millions of people going to bed hungry 

every night, this was still the best country in the world to live in. How much 

harder it was to say that then than it is now,~en most of us are enjoying an 

abundance of material things. 

For you teenagers it's just history, if you think about it at all ••. But 

in 1934 our entire nation was crippled, economically. 

Boys from the cities were working in the woods, working in the C.C.C. Camps 

for a few dollars a month just to put food into their mouths and send a little 

money home to help out their folks and the rest of the family. 

Seems unbelievable now, doesn't it? Now in this great country of ours 

many skilled jobs are going begging. The federal government is spending millions 

of dollars a year to train the unemployed and the underemployed to fill those jobs. 
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Businessmen, here i• Grand Rapids and elsewhere in the country, are joining hands 

with the government to give these people training on the job •.• pay them while they 

learn, make them useful citizens deserving of their own respect and the respect 

of others. 

We look about us today and we see at least one and maybe two or more cars 

parked about our good homes. We see healthy, well-fed children in most of our 

areas. We enjoy the comforts of the greatest standard of living ever experienced 

by men and women and children anywhere in the world. 

And we should be moved to say •.. thank God for the United States of America. 

But there is far more to be thankful for than mere material comforts. The 

greatest gift we have is that we were born free. What a glorious gift freedom is! 

This was the gift bestowed upon us when a handful of courageous men gathered 

together 193 years ago and declared that the colonies established in this country 

were free and independent and were cutting their ties with England, their mother 

country. This was the gift we received when the framers of the Declaration of 

Independence declared that "all men are created equal, that they are endowed by 

their creator with certain unalienable rights ... " 

Our individual freedoms were sp~lled out later in our federal Constitution, 

in the Bill of Rights. We know what those freedoms are. Some Americans take 

them too lightly because they didn't have to earn them. A few Americans today 

don't want to defend those freedoms ... Thank God they are few in number. 

Something we should all remember today is that the freedom to swing our 

arms ends where the other fellow's nose begins. 

Let us be thankful for our freedoms ..• for our independence.,.for one of 

the most splendid actions in all history taken 193 years ago when 56 men pledged 

their lives, their fortunes and their sacred honor in support of the struggling 

new nation known as the United States of America. 

Today there are those who say we are a sick nation. They are wrong. We 

are a growing country, a changing country, a dynamic country. We are making 

tremendous progress toward the goals set forth by our forefathers. 

More social wrongs have been righted in the last decade and a half than 

were corrected in the more than 90 years between the end of the Civil War and the 

milestone year of 1954, a milestone in the history of racial justice. 
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Today~y young man or woman who really wants to go to college can do so. 

Financial help is avaih,1e from a wide variety of sources. 

The federal Government now is investing three times as much in health 

programs as it did five years ago. A generattehr or two ago many of you young 

people here today would have died from such diseases as scarlet fever or diphtheria. 

Today we are at war in Vietnam. But just five years after the first Holly· 

hock Lane Parade the world exploded into global conflict, and just seven years afrer 

that first Hollyhock Lane Parade the United States was drawn into World War II. 

Today there's a good bet we can avoid a third World War. And for the first time 

in four years there is good reason to believe we can end the Vietnam war on an 

honorable basis. 

It has become fashionable for some speakers to criticize our young people 

today. But only a small fraction of our young people have lost ther way. We 

should remember that for the most part, we have a committed and a compassionate 

younger generation who want to improve this country, young people who want to 

build and make this country better, not tear it down. They want to build on the 

old revolution, not start a new one. 

They are thankful that they live in a free America and partake of the 

bounty of this great land of ours. 

They know that the defense of freedom is not a sometime thing and that it 

takes work to preserve it. So today let us take off our hats to the past but let 

us take off our coats b the future. Let us be inspired by the magnificent 

achievements of yesterday, but let us also translate our inspiration into 

aspirations and accomplishments so that our democracy will flourish. 

We must hold high the banner offreedom and uphold the dignity of man. 

Do not listen to the false voices bhat call pattiotism old·fashioned or 

worse. Be proud to be an American. Be proud to be called a patriot because that 

means you love your country above all else. 

Let us today seek the real meaning of this Independence Day in our hearts. 

Let us rekindle our love of country, courage with conviction, devotion to duty and 

passion for justice. Let us celebrate the Fourth of July each and every day of 

the yeart ... 
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--FOR RE~~SE ON DELIVERY 
Friday; July 4, 1969 

Remarks by Rep. Gerald R. Ford at the 35th annual H~llyhock Lane Fourth of July 
celebration, 9 a.m. Friday, July 4, 1969, at Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Ladies and Gentlerneq, Boys and Girls. A Happy Fourth of July to you. I 

don't know if you've thought about it just this way, but this is a birthday party. 

In fact, we are celebrating two birthdays here today. Everybody here is 35 years 

old ..• because we're all part of the wonderful tradition of the Hollyhock Lane 

parade, which started 35 years ago; and <•Yeverybody here is 193 years old, yes, 193, 

because we are all part of the wonderful nation known as the United States of 

America, born exactly 193 years ago. 

First of all today let us salute the Calvin-Giddings Patriotic Association 

for conceiving the idea of this fine Fourth of July parade, now the oldest July 

4th parade in Kent County. And let us pay tribute to George Vruggink, the last 

surviving member of the group which originated the parade in 1934. 

I first marched in and spoke at a Hollyhock Lane parade 21 years ago, so 

George Vruggink goes back a lot farther than I do. I'm glad there is somebody 

here older than I am. 

Seriously, Let's think a minute of what George Vruggink and his friends 

were saying to Grand Rapids, to Kent County, to the rest of this country and to 

the world Mhen they carne up with the Hollyhock Lane parade idea in 1934. 

I think what they were saying is that although the United States in 19~4 

was gripped by a terrible depression with millions of people going to bed hungry 

every night, this was still the best country in the world to live in. How much 

harder it was to say that then than it is now,W1en most of us are enjoying an 

abundance of material things. 

For you teenagers it's just history, if you think about it at all .•. But 

in 1934 our entire nation was crippled, economically. 

Boys from the cities were working in the woods, working in the C.C.C. Camps 

for a few dollars a month just to put food into their mouths and send a little 

money horne to help out their folks and the rest of the family. 

Seems unbelievable now, doesn't it? Now in this great country of ours 

many skilled jobs are going begging. The federal government is spending millions 

of dollars a year to train the unemployed and the underemployed to fill those jobs. 
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Businessmen* here ia Grand Rapids and elsewhere in the country, are joining hands 

with the government to give these people training on the job ••• pay them while they 

learn, make them useful citizens deserving of their own respect and the respect 

of others, 

We look about us today and we see at least one and maybe two or more cars 

parked about our good homes. We see healthy, well-fed children in most of our 

areas. We enjoy the comforts of the greatest standard of living ever experienced 

by men and women and children anywhere in the world. 

And we should be moved to say,,,thank God for the United States of America. 

But there is far more to be thankful for than mere material comforts. The 

greatest gift we have is that "Yle were born free. \<That a glorious gift freedom is! 

This was the gift. bestowed upon us when a handful of courageous men gathered 

together 193 years ago and declared that the colonies established in this country 

were free and independent and were cutting their ties with England, their mother 

country. This was the gift we received when the framers of the Declaration of 

Independence declared that "all men are created equal, that they are endowed by 

their creator with certain unalienable rights ... !! 

Our individual freedoms were sp~lled out later in our federal Constitution, 

in the Bill of Rights. We know what those freedoms are. Some Americans take 

them too lightly because they didn't have to earn them. A few Americans today 

don't want to defend those freedoms ..• Thank God they are few in number. 

Something we should all remember today is that the freedom to swing our 

arms ends where the other fellow's nose begins. 

Let us be thankful for our freedoms ••• for our independence ... for one of 

the most splendid actions in all history taken 193 years ago when 56 men pledged 

their lives, their fortunes and their sacred honor in support of the struggling 

ne~o1 nation known as the United States of America. 

Today there are those who say we are a sick nation. They are wrong. We 

are a growing country, a changing country, a dynamic country. We are making 

tremendous progress toward the goals set forth by our forefathers. 

More social wrongs have been righted in the last decade and a half than 

were corrected in the more than 90 years between the end of the Civil War and the 

milestone year of 1954, a milestone in the history of racial justice. 
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Todayanyyoung man or woman who really wants to go to college can do so. 

Financial help is avaih,~e from a wide variety of sources. 

The federal Government now is investing three times as much in health 

programs as it did five years ago. A generattenr or two ago many of you young 

people here today would have died from such diseases as scarlet fever or diphtheria. 

Today we are at war in Vietnam. But just five years after the first Holly· 

hock Lane Parade the world exploded into global conflict, and just seven years afoor 

that first Hollyhock Lane Parade the United States was drawn into World War II. 

Today there's a good bet we can avoid a third Wo~ War. And for the first time 

in four years there is good reason to believe we can end the Vietnam war on an 

honorable basis. 

It has become fashionable for some speakers to criticize our young people 

today. But only a small fraction of our young people have lost ther way. We 

should remember that for the most part, we have a committed and a compassionate 

younger generation who want to improve this country, young people who want to 

build and make this country better, not tear it down. They want to build on the 

old revolution, not start a new one. 

They are thankful that they live in a free America and partake of the 

bounty of this great land of ours. 

They know that the defense of freedom is not a sometime thing and that it 

takes work to preserve it. So today let us take off our hats to the past but let 

us take off our coats b the future. Let us be inspired by the magnificent 

achievements of yesterday, but let us also translate our inspiration into 

aspirations and accomplishments so that our democracy will flourish. 

We must hold high the banner offreedom and uphold the dignity of man. 

Do not listen to the false voices &hat call patriotism old-fashioned or 

worse. Be proud to be an American. Be proud to be called a patriot because that 

means you love your country above all else. 

Let us today seek the real meaning of this Independence Day in our hearts. 

Let us rekindle our love of country, courage with conviction, devotion to duty and 

passion for justice. Let us celebrate the Fourth of July each and every day of 

the yeart ... 




