
The original documents are located in Box D25, folder “Radio-TV News Directors 
Association Dinner, Los Angeles, CA, November 23, 1968” of the Ford Congressional 
Papers: Press Secretary and Speech File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 

 
Copyright Notice 

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. The Council donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



NOTES FOR NEW; DIIIECTORS ASS'N ~-)4v-, 2-J'//16,1 

-~~"!t?t?L><I ~. 
A NEW ERA OF GOOD FEE"L'UiG WILL BE USHERED-IN IN 

WASHINGTON WHEN RICHARD M. NIXON IS SWORN IN ON JAN. 20th 

AS THE 37th PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. I HAVE THAT 

ON AUTHORITY OF THE FAMOUS WASHINGTON POST CARTOONIST, 

HERB BLOCK, WHO SAYS HE IS GOING TO BE REAL NICE AND .Qill. 

IgCl NIXON A CLEAN SHAVE. 

' 
'11' !filS hEW SP lltl'f 8P BIPM!'IBANSIIIP, W!l M1 PRe:MBLY 

2/NOTES 

·jl!r. BE NAMED HEAD . .t.O!iF~USS.:IUA~-'IITHB..tl'lt~'~SI---AA-1COOOOC:H:DnlWA~Yr'lT~o,..-cGEE'TTJRlmlDtUOFr-.., 

GUY WHO"-s - ciVING- YOU- TIW,-..... ~·~Y.OU Y. KNW, I'U 

WP Hill& 1ti A S'UBSIItUtE FOlt DICIC lUxat. AND tHAt'S A 

-SWITCH.. I- PLAYED CENTER FOR THE UNI'IERSI'fY OF UICHIGAN WHEN 

"BIElK WAS A SCJH:JB Bltfl IN WIUTTIElt, CALIFOI!fiA. Y9U Gldi BIAMB 

BiLL ROBBR!S PO! MY BEINC SENt INtO tHIS GAME AS A SOBSlltOTE • 

[QR DICK II' 1 I&IW'II' T &IIQWN UP , Rl WAS Q)liJG 't:Q i*P6SB He 
r"" 

BAa I~ THE S89W COUNTRY -0¥ BODIE CITY, MICHI6AN, POl: 

SPENDING M! POST-ELECtiON VACAtiON IN PALM SPRINGS. 

' 
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3/NOTES 

AS LEADER OF REPUBLICANS IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

I HAVE HIGH HOPES FOR THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION ••• AND I'M ~ 

HERE TO TELL YOU A LITrLE OF WIIA:...!{ ~XPECT. ~;;,.(
DICK NIXON IS OFF TO A GOOD START.fms FIRST a!'Pelll

WAS to RAM! R:9SB MiRY WOODS, HIS L~GTIME PE~RETARY, 

AS HIS WHITE HOUSE SECRETARY. YOU DOW Uit T!lttiBU.. ~~ 

THAT DEMOCRATS HAVE CALLED DICK OVER THE YEARS. WELL, NOW 

THINGS ARE LOOKING UP. THE DEMOCRATS HAVE A NEW NICKNAME FOR 

DIQ.t. THEY CALL HIM "ROSE MARY'I ~·" 

4/NOTES 

AN~ff:N_ T~T-7J~ DICK~N~~~~CHED ON HIS NEW ERA OF 

GOO~, "if:J:ANT tlJ,~;;; THE MEN AND WOMEN OF 

1 
RADIO AND TELEVISION NEWS. THIS, OF COURSE, WILL HAVE TO BE 

OFF THE RECORD. YOU'VE HEARD THE EXPRESSION ••• "HOW WILL 

THAT LOOK IN COLD PRINT?" WELL, THE PHRASE IS WELL CHOSEN. 

THERE IS SOMETHING COLD ABOUT THE PRINTED WORD, AND THIS 

CONTRASTS SHARPLY WITH THE WARMI'H AND INFORMALITY OF RADIO 

AND TELEVISION. SO YOU HAVE AN ADVANTAGE OVER THE 

!BkVEYORS OF THE PRINTED WOBD ••• THE ABILITY TO BRING OUT A 



5/NOTES 

POLITICAL FIGURE 1 S PERSONALITY AND TO HAVE HIM COMMUNICATE 

DIRECTLY WITH THE PEOPLE. 

NOW, WHAT WILL THE NEW NIXON ADMINISTRATION MEAN TO 

RADIO AND TV? ONE OF THE MOST SOLEMN PLEDGES DICK NIXON 

MADE DURING HIS CAMPAIGN IS THAT HIS WOULD BE AN 'OPEN' 

ADMINISTRATION ••• NOT ONLY OPEN TO IDEAS FltOM THE PEOPLE BUT -- 2 
OPEN IN ITS COMMIJNICATION.!!!!!! THE PEOPLE. .J;;«i.,_~OU 
WILl. SEE AN END TO THE CREDIBILITY GAP. I THINK THAT IN 

NAMING RON ZEIGLER AS A WHITE HOUSE ASSISTANT BUT NOT AS AN 

OFFICIAL PRESS SECRETARY, NIXON WAS SAYING THAT HE AND HIS 

6/NOTES 

CABINET OFFICIALS WILL BE IN DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH THE 

PEOPLE ••• THROUGH THE NEWS MEDIA. 

OF COURSE, I THINK NEWSMEN HAD MORE TO COMPLAIN ABOUT 

THAN THE CREDIBILITY GAP-E-ll '1B1 9U'l'Q91RQ +DMTIIIGmT!~iJ 
THERE ARE OTHER SERIOUS THREATS TO FREEDOM OF THE PRESS ••• 

LI~E ~ ;!!!1~ FC,8~GATION INTl~lJ~"!:'' ~::JJr~ON 
EWS COVERAGE OF ~E DEMOCRAT~TION'1;;~~GO. I , 

dJ 
PERSONALLY AM APPALLED AT HINTS OF GOVERNMENT CONTROL 0~ 

THE EDITORIAL JUDGMENT OF NEWSCASTERS IN COVERING THE NEWS I 

I WOULD VIGOROUSLY OPPOSE ANY SUCH ACTION. IN FACT, I o/ 



7/NOTES 

MORE DISTURBED BY THE ROUGH TREATMENT ACCORDED NEWSMEN IN 

CHICAGO THAN I AM BY THE COMPLAINTS ABOUT THE KIND OF NEWS 

COVERAGE GIVEN THE CONVENTION BY THE NETWORKS. ~fJ 'i'II:Nr 

REM*!K CONtAINS ABSOLOIELY NO P~TISANS~BUT I WOULD 

REMIND YJ>tJ ,THAT BECAUSE OF~ ,pRAMATIC NATURE OF ELECTRONIC 
~A~~~~ -~ 

NEWS COVERAGE, PEOPLE IN RADIO AND TV HAVE A SPECIAL 
4 ~ 

RESPONSIBILITY TO EXERCISE SOOD JUDGMENT AND RESTRAINT. I 

THINK YOU KNOW THAT. Z0 ~ ~ ~ 
~ WHILE WE'RE TALKING ABOUT FEDERAL REGULATORY AGENCIES, 

8/NOTES 

LET11 S GET ONE THING STRAIGHT. IT IS A GROSS DISTORTION FOR 

ANYONE TO IMPLY THAT AGENCIES LIKE THE SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE 

COMMISSION ARE GOING TO DO ANYTHING LESS UNDER PRESIDENT 

NIXON THAN TO ENFORCE THE LAWS AS WRITTEN BY THE CONGRESS. 

WHEN DICK NIXON PLEDGED AN END TO 'HEAVY-HANDED, BUREAUCRATIC' 

REGULATION OF INDUSTRY, HE WAS lAYING THE LAWS WILL BE FAIRLY 

AND FIRMLY ENFORCED BUT THERE WOULD BE NO HARRASSMENT OF 

INDUSTRY BY THE GOVERNMENT. THERE IS A BIG DIFFERENCE 

BETWEEN BALANCED ENFORCEMENT OF THE LAWS AND WHAT I CALL 



9/NOTES 

HARRASSMENT ••• AND I THINK THAT IS EXACTLY WHAT DICK NIXON 
flA-~~ 

WAS TALKING ABOUT. ~ohiEii WAY, TO PUT IT IS THAT THE 
~ 

REGULATORY AGENCIES WILL NOT BE USED FOR POLITICAL PURPOSES. 

BEFORE I TALK FURTHER ABOUT THE NEW NIXON ADMINISTRATION 

AND PROSPECTS FOR ITS PROGRAM, LET'S TAKE A QUICK LOOK AT 

THE NOV. 5 ELECTION. 

tBE SUIPUSI II TB1 ILicri<II IISULTS IS NOT THAT DI~ JJ.XON 

wqr---B1JT THAT HI CAME SO CLOSE TO LOSIBG. 

IT IS SAID BY MANY THAT MR. NIXON DOES NOT HAVE A 

MANDATE. I MAINTAIN THAT HE ~· HE HAS A MANDATE FOR 
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Nix n, from House a~d Senate, keenly aware -- and 

appreciative of Congress' poweD ••• Not like LBJ who tried to 

hold-on t0 control of Senat.e ..... 1 kes House-Senate leaders important 

NIXON'S 'fFT-q"D OF OPERATIO~: See attached DPI story ..... 

Ex~ert study groups ••• Lay~ng groundwor ..... Already has 

foundation in the work of the Coordinating Committee which 

brought together all varying thoughts with in the party .... 

GOP unirteld on board a >oroach .. 

j!!" ~-.._.} 
~~p~a ~~~ 

~~ 

, 



RADIO-TV ~~vS DI ECTORS. 

Comoliment to Blll Roberts -- isn't he the president? 

Man who asks the sharp questionso 

Informality of radio-tv as compared to cold print of 

newspapers ••• Meet the Press ~-Face the Nation-- Issues and 

Answers-- bring out a political figure's personalityo .• A 

chance to communicate directlyo •• ~he Ev and Gerry show-

your regular sessions with John Rhodes --a free and easy (?) 

exchange between members of Congress and correspondentsv 

What does new administration mean to Radio-tv? Freedom of 

Information ••• Congressional Reorganization (which you supoo~ted) 

has clause dealing with radio-tv coverage of House committeeso 

Nixon ••• A credibility gap problem inherited from LBJ. By 

nat naming Ron Zeigler as official "press secretary, n Nixon 

obviously moving to take on that communicating role ••• Probab~ 

more news conferencesv.vPerhals go back to FDR days of 

regularly scheduled sessions ••• Close election-- rapport. 

MEAT 

Assess elections, especially House r~cesv Why didn't you 

take the House? •• vOutlook ~for combinations of Re)ublicans and» 

say, middle-of-road Democratso •• For instance, Allan Cranston, 

in first Washington news conference, said oould support Nixon on 

central city program wDfuh tax concessions etc ••• That leaves 

Oemocratic liberals -- the Democratic St· dy Group -- trying to find 

a olace ••• Members talked about drive to dump Speaker; have retreated 

there; now talking about Committee assignments. 
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