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' QQ~ S STATE REMARKS -- 6-13-68 
~ 

I , V~ AL AYS -E PROUD TO E A 1~ ER 
OF T~~ A 1tRICA LEGIO BUT IT KES . E ~VEN 

ROU ER TO SE~ THIS Fl E ORGANIZATION OF ~E 

HO ONC~ ~R: ILliNG TO GIVE THEIR LIVES FOR 
THt.IR liOUNTRY , NO SPO 'SORI G SUCH A -'ROGR .. 
AS THIS1 IN '~ ICH OYS CA LEAR. HO~ TO LIVE 
T~£1R LIVtS FOR THEIR COU TRY . 

IT SE:r. ~S TO T IS IS TH::: I '0 OF 
THI G OUR ET ORKS OUGHT TO CARRY LIVt. 0' 

AT I 0 ~AL TEL~ V I S I 0 0 CE: I 1 A n H I LE J 

TRA S .IT ALL AROU THE ORLD Y SAT~LLITE, 
TO SHO PEOPLE Hr.R AT HO i AND BROAD HAT T ~ 
FUTUR~ OF A ERICA IS RtALLY Ll E. 

E H: R PEOPLE S Y THESE AYS THAT OUR 
COUNTRY IS SICK. I THI K , Y E SO 1E OF THES~ 
SELF-A. 01 TED PSYCHIATRISTS OUGHT TO GET U 
OFF T EIR COUC ~S A 0 GO OUT A '0 SEE OUR 
COU TRY I TRUE PERS ECTI V -- A, !0 T .E . nAY E 
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CHECK I . F~"'~CKU TH AS:LVES . 0' S S I C 'f 
~1HTS aUNffi1 . ~A.~fr~r;::-r-~ 

" OYS ILL E OYSJ" THE OL SAYING 
GO~S . ELL; AS THE FATHER OF THREE LIV LY 

OYS 1 I 1 0 RATHt.R EL lc. VE THAT "BOYS 'I LL BE 

· E • " A JD EFOR.:. YOU K 0.. IT J YOU ' ILL . 
I' • GLAD THIS IS T.lt. CAS ... , BECAUSE Tff .... RE 

RE AN A FUL LOT OF THI GS LEFT TO DO IN THIS 
~ 

COUNTRY1 k RONGS TO BE PUT RIGHT! A D 
A LOT Of THINGS T~RE RIG~T A 0 HAVE TO Bt 
.'t. T THAT 'AY . I~ REM£.. ER THE NAVY' S FABULOUS 

SEA ~ES H ERFOR 0 PRODIGIES OF CONSTRUCTIO 
ORK I TIE SOUTH P CIFIC JU GLES OURI G ORLD 
AR II 1 SO :TI ~t.S LA JOI G HEAD OF THE CO. I AT 

TROOPS . AS SOO AS TH Y HAD SPARE .1 1UTE_, 
TH:Y' ERECT LIGHT-H_ARTE SIGNS AROU '0 TH~IR 
vA .. S -- LIKE" t:LCO~E TO THt: U.S. MARl 'ES" NO 
SO rORTH . UT THE ONE I R E ~R EST 'AS AT 

OUGAINVILLE, A D IT SAID : 
"THE DIFFICULT t. DO I ~ 01 TELY" 

, 
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"THE IMPOSSIBLE TAKES A LITTLE LONGER . " 
SO THAT ' S TH~ ROPOSITION I ANT TO 

, lAKt. TO YOU TO. I GHT: IF .1/aY GENE RAT I ON DOES 
TH.: DltFICULT -- NEXT -ovt. ER 51

h IF NOT 
I t~EDIATELY -- ~E' LL LEAV.: IT FOR YOU TO TAKE 
ON THE I nPOSS I LE . 

THAT' S '0T JUST ORATORY . ! E' I AS 
A OUT YOUR AGE 1 OUR Ht.RO AS COL . CnARL~S A. 

Ll 0 ERGH , ~~o~~~O!:~~~...!!JRO 
YORK TO AR IS .~t ':JE SUPFOS'-0 SOMEDAY Bl G 

A I PLA 1tS CARRY I IG aA Y C: 20 OR v10RE PASSENGERS 
'OULD FLY Rt.GULARLY TO tURO. E1 BUT IF A ty ODY 

HAD TOLD US A~OUT ASTRO AUTS CIRCLING THE EARTH 
I1J iQ:"~~A-SPACt.1 TAKI 1G COLOR SNAPSHOTS THAT 

SHO" VfwJDST AS ROUND AS COLU, US FIGURED IT 
\AS 1 .E1 0 HAVe. SAID THAT ' S I OSSI LC:: . 

~E USED TO I K;: OUR 0 ,, CRYSTAL SET 
RADIOS T. E~ 1 AN SO . .:. T I 11 S ON A CLEAR N 'G. T 

.... ' c.VE HEAR C 11CAG01 OR KA SAS CITY . BUT -u;_. 

S.:.E TH: OL Y I C GA 1ES I zlEX I CO 0 COLOR 

.. 

, 
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TEL VISIO f -- !HY1 EVE DICK TRACY HA N' T 
I 'VE. ITED THAT y T. 

OUR FATH:RS AND ,OTH~RS US: TO ORRY 
A LOT A OUT OLIO -- IF THEY HEA 0 OF SO .E 0 Y 
GETTI G IT E COUL • ' T GO S !, .lNG tOR EEKS . 
NO , THANKS TO DR . SAL( A 0 OTH~R aEDICAL 
RESEARCH:RS1 I~FA TIL RALYSIS IS A RAR~ 

I SEAS~ . SO YOU SEE ~ORE THINGS H VE HA E 'ED 
I ~y L I rET I iE 1 AN YOURS J TO CHA Gt. THL. -'ORL 
A 0 THE AY E LIVE THA 1 ALL THAT HAPPE ED 

A 1 THINGS AR: GOI G TO ~EP 0 
HAPP:: I GJ FASTER F ST • SO.~E ILL E 
00 so.~ A • UT Y U ARE GO I G TO E 
~..TT_R :PARE TO SORT T.~ESE THI 1 S OUT TH~ 

A 1Y GE ERATIOI OF A ,_RICANS £FOR~ YOU.~~.al 
YOU' R'- HER- TO GET SOt, iE PRACT I C .L 

EX c.R I c.. CE I 1 rOL IT I CS 1 A .0 I I ~AG I E YOU At T 
s·o 1a:': TIPS FRO SO. ~C:BO Y HO' S E: JORK I 'G AT .. 

. . 

, 
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. 
IT A·HIL~ . ~LLJ I HAVE TO AD dT I START~D 
EARLY . ' -EN I S GO I G TO GRA. RAP I OS SOUTH 
MIGH SCHOOL I D~CIO~ TO RUK FOR PRESIDENT OF 
T~E SE lOR CLASS . 

I HAD A LOT OF FRIE os, , 0 A LOT a~ 
G oo 1 ~As , A 1 PUT o A TERRIFIC CA. AIG • 
I 0 ' T THI K THEY ' V~ S~£ A YTHING LIKE IT AT 
GR 0 RA I S SOUTH EfORE OR S I 'CE1 THOUGH SO ~E 
OF YOU Y CORRECT ~E . 

IT AS TH~ ~OST RILLI , T OLITICAL RACE 
I ' V~ ~V R U' -- tXC~PT 'OR O't THING . I LOST . 

ELL , IT TOOK .tt. 1 YEARS TO GET U 
COU AGE TO OFF~R nvs~LF TO THE VOTERS AGAI • 
IT . 'AS ' T SO UC THAT I ·As DISCOURAGED) BUT 
I AS USY . I ·w~ T T A ' AR OR; PLAYED A 
LITTLE FOOTBALL FOR I I GAN) THEa' TO YALE, 

•• ERE I CO CH D FOOT ALL HI LE STUDY I 'G LA , 
A 0 TH I S RV~D I TH~ AVY AS A SHI ' S 
OFFIC~R 0' A AIRCRAFT CARRI~R , A 10 'TH~ AR 

NOtD FOUR YEARS LATER I CAVE HO .TO PRACTICE · 

.. 

, 
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. 
LA '1 BUT I STILL AS BUGG 0 Y TH~ ID~A OF A 
CARE~ I U Llv SERVI~~ -- 011 G THI GS FOR 
PEO LE THEY COUL ' T DO TH ~SELVESJ A LOT Of 
p._QPLt:. I 'STEAD OF JUST . A fE I CL IE TS J ~AK I NG 
GOOD LAS INSTEAD OF JUST ARGUI~G ABOUT OLD 
ON-S . SO THt:. FIRST CHA Ct. I HAD I RA rOR 
CO~GR~SS . THAT AS IN 19 • 

TH IS T I ,c: I 0 J AND ,~y GOOD CO ST I TUENT~ 
AVE EE~' ~ITH nE :VER SINCE, AND I ~ E I' VE 

BEE. '"' La.. TO H£LP TH -, • THE REASON I TELL YOU 
ALL THIS IS NOT ECAUSE I LIKE TO TALK ABOUT 
.~YSELF -- ALTHOUGH TH~Y SAY SOME CO GRESS.~ 
DO -- BUT TO POINT OUT THAT THOSt:. 18 YEARS 

ET Et:.N ELECTIONS t:.REN ' T ALL ASTtO . I 
i ANAGED TO LEAR 1 A FE' THI GS, 0 THE FOOTBALL 
FIELD AN IN THE 1AVY AND PRACTICI G LA ' 

HIGH P~RHA S I CA~ PASS ALONG TO YOU . 
THE FIRST THI G IS THAT RULES ARE 

I ORTANT . 
TH~ SECOND THI G IS THAT TEAMWORK IS 

I II ORTANT . 

, 
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TH~ THIRD THI G IS THAT DEDICATION 
IS ALL- I ~PORT T. 

TH~R ARE RULES THAT GOVERN EVERYTHING 
~ 0. THEY RANGE ALL.THE .AY FRO) TH TE 

vOa. . I t NTS A THE GOL t:N RULE TO THE RULES 
OF . OK ... R ( '.OT THAT 11 RECO : n£~ DING PO c.R1 BUT 
DO ·1T EV RY LAY IT · ITHOUT RULES l) OR CHt.SS . 

RIVATE 10RALITY HAS ITS Ot RULES; A D SO DOES 
U LIC LA • EV~N NATURE HAS ITS ORDERt UT 
~A ALOa E HAST~~ PO ~R TO nAKE AND REAK HIS 
. I LA s. 

A RICA'S ARE ORRIE -- I EEDN' T T~LL 
YOU -- A OUT vR I iC: A ' LA LESS 'ESS I OUR 
COU 'TRY . CONGRESS IS 'ORRIE • IN SFITE OF 
~UCH YOU READ AN HEAR 'E' R STILL A LONG AY 
FRO~ , A ARCHY -- IH~ H~ARI OF Afv1ER I CA IS ST I LL 
SOUN -- BUT E HAV: fALLE . ACK ARD . NO ODY 
CA DECIDE HIC~ LA S HE Ll 'ES A ·o WILL 0 :y 
A HlvH LA S H: DOESNJT LIKE AND WON T 0 EY --
At 'Y ~ORE THAN A 'Y PLAYER I A FOOT ALL GA ~E CAN. 

, 
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,~AK£ UP HIS 0~ r RULES . iE HAVE TO DO /.ORE THAN 
ESaEvT TH~ LA AND 0 EY ITJ HO.EVER; E HAVE 

TO I, 1S I ST THAT EVERY OOY ELSE DOES T ~E SA"'1E . 
A 0 ': HAVE TO RESTRAIN A 10; IF POSSI LE1 
. ETRAIN THOSE .0 R~FUSE TO PLAY Y THE RULES . 

0 COURS.: I so .. E RUL.:.S Sc.E I TO us 
U a.. 'SO~ .... , 0 ~ILLY) OR OUT OF DATE . A 0 

% 

SO :- OF T, ~., R.:: . UT E •. E A 'ON ... RFULL Y 
FLEXIBL: A RESPO. SIVE GOVER. ~ T IN THIS 
COUNTRY1 T. ROUG~ HIGH ORDERLY CH GE IS AL AYS 

OSSI L~ -- I ~D IT CANNOT BE STOPPED --
H~ ':V-R, OST A.AERICA'S REALLY AT IT . THESE , 

ARE THE DE DCRATIC ROC SSES OF A REPRESENTATIVt 
R!.U LIC -- FREE ELECTIONS) PU3LIC PERSUASION) 
PETIT I 0 'I NG THE LEG I SLATURE1 PROCEDURE I 1 THE 
vOURTS1 THAT Y U1 RE HERt TO l~ARN 10RE A OUT 
A 0 TO USE . T.-RE AY ~ COUNTRI~S '.ERE 
tR:~ 0 IS vO R~STRivTED TH T AASS 0~ . STRATIO ~ 

A STUDENT U RI~INGGARE THE ONLY AY TO Rl G 
A OUT EFOR .. af1 .1S IS 1T SO IN THE U 'IT .... O 

Ac( ;/ .J,,,, &,"1:.:../ F ~ lfNc 4 

, 
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. 
STATES , A ·o ANYON ... "HO TELLS YOU IT IS1 IS 
tiTHER IG ORA ~T OR D-LI ERATELY .ISLEAD G. 

EACH G: ERATIO IN A~~RICA HAS TAKE 
THE CONSTITUTION AN THE LA S I HERITED FRO 
TH~ FOU DING fATHERS AN SHAPED THE , TO !tEET 
NE RO LE ~ AND ~ORE CO L~X EEDS . THIS IS 
A CONTINUOUS PROCESS AN~ BY USING IT, :E HAVE 
SEE SUCH PROGRESS AS NO OTHER NATION HAS KNO' • 
LEAR J Ho· TO , "'E THE RULc.S .OR FOR YOU A ' 
FOR ALL OTH-.R A.~t.R I CANS -- EQUAL JUSTICE U O ... R 
LA -- A D I GUARANTEtE YOU-T~H~AT---P-RO~G~RE~S~S~W~jjl ...... 
GO ON A 0 0 • 

RULES ARE 1 . • ORTArTJ A. o so IS 
TEA i ORK . YOU ALL K 10' THAT FRO 1 FOOTBALL OR 

ASEBALL OR ASKETBALL -- OR tVEN FRO. 
DA Cl G LESSONS . I SUP~ SE TH~ ~OST S ~CTACULAR 
a RACT I CAL .... XA ·a LE OF THE ·I ORT A 'CE OF TEA ' ORK 
IS A .DOER AIRCRAFT CARRIER . OF COURSE TH:Y' V 
CHA GED A LOT Sl 'CE ~y AY -- UCLEAR 0' ER A 0 
JtTS TH T FLY SO FAST YOU ONLY HEAR THE AFTER . 

. . 

, 
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THEY, Vc.. GONE -- BUT THE PR I Cl PLE IS THE SA. 1- . 

SOD 1 SO.E OF YOU ILL BE SERVING IN THE 1ILITARY 

A 0 J H I LE I PRAY OUR CO • 'TRY . I LL ;: AT PEACEJ 

DO ' T LOOK 0 THESE AS· LOST YEARS . YOU vAr. 1 

L~A ORE A OUT LIVI G A u OR lNG ITH OTHER 

hi: ' , YOU CAN ~ASTER 10RE OF THE ~:-A I: G OF 

EX~CUTIV: ECISIO AN R~S ONSI ILITY1 IF YOU 

U o.:RTA 'C: TH I S 0 LIGATION I 'TELL I GENTLY; THAN 

YOU JQULO IN CIVILIAN LIFE FOR ANOTHER 10 Y-ARS . 

THE AO;dRAL If' HIS v. I AND THECA TAl' 

ON THt: BR I OGE ARE I.~PORTA T1 AND SO ARE THE 

ILOTS IN THEIR PLAN:S . UT YOU K' ~ .HAT 

Tt.A. ~~~OR'( •• A 'S HEN YOU R ALI z: w .AT ONE I Iss I NG 

PART 1 · AN E Gl 'E ~EANS1 ' ,HAT HAPF E s IF A 

RAO I 0 ~AN GOOFS A ' URGE T c.SSAG'-J HO ·: s· I FTL Y 

S01J1E TRA I IC:O H ·10 1UST TUR THE HEL ~ OR F I D A 

A FUSE OR CLOSE A t OPE ' VALVE OR PRESS TH~ 

RIGHT UTTO • TRAIN I G A I SCI PL I 'E ALONE 

AKE POSSI LE THE S LIT -SECOND TEA 'ORK OF A 

CARRIER LAUNCHING OR LA '01NG1 EVERY ~AN 001. G 

' . 

, 
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liS JOB "liTH '0 ROO~ FOR I ISTA<ES. TE ORK 

~ AoL~S ~ACH OF US TO ~ACH cyo OUR AR .'s 
LE GTH J TO ACCO~ LISa; T SKS 'E COULD ~1EVt:R DO 

ALON~, AND IT I tARTS AS ECIAL SATISF CTIO' 

• I CH TH_ SOL I TARY SOUL CA ~ EVER K 0 • YES1 
TEA ~·~aRK IS I. ORTA 'T . 

THE LAST OF THE THRE:: THINGS I 'A. T YOU 

TO RE 1E ' ER AS YOU RACT I CE OL I T I CS Ar 1 

GOVERNnENT -- !0 TH:Y ILL PROVE JUST AS 

ESSE T I AL I . , Y OTHER ;: JOEAV R -- I S Dt:D I C T I 0 ' . 

THIS I S A LITTLE HARD TO Dc.F I ~E l UT I SUa POSE 

YOU COUL CALL IT LIVI G AN ~ORKING FOR so;, -
TH I, 'G LARGC:R THA. YOURSELF . 

I I I TS ST FU hl- TAL FOR I TH I s I s 
LIVING A' . ORKitG FOR YOUR F ILY '0 YOUR 

FRIE DS1 FOR THE TEA' OF !HICH YOU RE A A T. 

1 · ITS 'O LEST o:v:Lo ,c: T IT .tc.A •s Ll VI G 

ORKING A o, IF _ED E1 SACRIFICI G FOR YOUR 

vOU.TRY A YOUR GO . 

' T L.T YBODY S ~ER T SU8H 

, 
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D~ ICATIO, IT IS ALL THAT S . ARAT:S US FRO 1 

THE SAVAGE t.ASTS . S ~ l .... OPLC: T 11 '· OLITICS 
IS CY ICAL USI ~SS -- UT CO GR~SS 0 E S 
c.V ... RY AY 'IT' A R Y.:R, 'ICH IS .10 C: TiA' YO 

CAP SAY r R SO. PROFESSI0 1S. 
TO BE i ART OF SO: 1ETH I G LARG.:R T .. 

YOURS~LF1 TO GIV IT EVERYTHI G YOU' VE GOT A 10 
T ~ A LITTL~ IT . R~; TH SIS Tl~ GRt.ATEST 
SATISFACTIOJ OF LIFE A 0 THE .~OST RL..D E I 'G 
GR c: OF· THE ,u; .A S EC I ES . AS THE I I ES S Y J 

:vERYB ov HAS T o • 1 s o TH 1 'G . UT THt. 
THI G THAT YOU 0 -- IT Y T: RUL:S1 DO IT 
I T~An.ORK 'ITH CTH RS; OV~ LL 0 IT. ITH 
~ IC TION . 

GOO LUv\ I YOUR ~LI ~R TIO S A. 

Ot.. ATt.S; I r YOUR .. A 1UP /OUT FOR TH~ 

FUTURE POL IT I CAL AR- A. RE1 ,E ER J f..' RE 
vOU 'T I G 0 1 YOU FOR TH::: L: OSS I LE -- A ' E' LL 
KEt.P ORKI G or THE IFFICULf. 

THIS ~S A GR~AT C U TRY -- LET ' S .AK~ IT 
L. VE GREAT t.R I -:Ff .jl ::JI: 

I • 

' 



BOY'S STATE June 13, 1968 Lansing, Michigan 

I've always been proud to be a member of the American Legion but it makes 

me even prouder to see this fine organization of men who once were wi 1 U ng to give 

their liveo for their country, now apons..•ring such A program AA thir>, t.n which boys 

can learn how to live their lives for their country. 

It seems to me this is the kind of thing our networks ought to carry live 

~n national television once in awhile, and transmit all around the world by satellite, 

to show people here at home and abroad what the future of America is really like. 

We hear people say these days that our country is sick. I think maybe some 

of these self-annointed psychiatrists ou~1t to get up off their couches and go out 

and see our country in true perspective -- and then maybe check in for a checkup 

themselves. Who's sick? Not this bunch! 

"Boys will be boyfJ," the old saying goes. Well, as the father of three 

lively boys, I'd rather believe that "Boys will be men." And before you know it, 

you will. 

I'm glad this is the case, because there are an awful lot of things lef~ to 

do in this country, a lot of wrongs to be put right, and a lot of things that are 

right and have to be kept that way. I remember the Navy's fabulous Seabees who 

performed prodigies of construction work in the South Pacific jungles during World 

War II, sometimes landing ahead of the combat troops. As soon as they had a spare 

minute, they'd erect light-hearted signs around their camps -- like ''Welcome to the 

u.s. Marines" and so forth. But the one I remember was at :Sougainville, and it said: 

"The ~ifficult we do immediately" 

"The impossible takes a littlelonger.'' 

So that's the proposition I want to mak~ to you tonight: if my generation 

does the difficult -- next November 5th if not immediately -- we'll leave it for 

you to tnke on the impossible. 

That's not just oratory. When I was about your age, our hero was Col. 

Charles A. Lindbergh, who had flown solo all the way from New York to Paris. We 

supposed someday big airplanes carrying maybe 20 or more passengers would fly 

regularly to Europe, but if anybody had told us about astronauts circling the 

Earth in outer space, taking color snapshots that show it just as round as Columbus 

figured it was, we'd have said that's impossible. 
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Wo used t:o mnke our own crystal set radioa then, and somPt1mc-s on a clear 

night we'd even hear Chicago, or Kansas City. But see the Olympic Games in Mexico 

on color television? -- why, even Dick Tracy hadn't invented that yet. 

Our fathers and mothers used to worry a lot about polio -- if they heard 

of somebody getting it we couldn't go swimming for weeks. Now, thanks to Dr. Salk 

nnd other medical re~earcher.s, 1nfnntile paralysis is n rt~re diseAse. So you see 

more things have happened in my U.fetime, and yours, to change th~ world and the 

WAY we live thnn t~ll that happened in all the centuries between Columhus and 

Lindbergh's crossings o£ the Atlantic. 

And things are going to keep on happening, faster and faster. Some will be 

good and some bad. But you are going to be better prepared to sort these things 

out than any generation of Americans before you. 

You're here to get some practical experience in politics, and I imagine you 

want some tips from somebody who's been working at it awhile. Well, I have to admit 

I started early. When I was going to Grand Rapids South High School I decided to 

run for President of the Senior Class. 

I had a lot of friends, and a lot of good ideas, and I put on a terrific 

campaign. I don't think they've seen anything like it at Grand Rapids South before 

or since, though some of you may correct me. 

It was the most brilliant political race I've ever run -- except for one 

thing. I lost. 

Well, it took me 18 years to get up courage to offer myself to the voters 

again. It waan't so much that I was discouraged, hut I was busy. I went to Ann 

Arbor, played a littre football for Michigan, then to Yale, where I coached football 

while studying law, and then I served in the Navy as a ship's officer on an aircraft 

carrier, and when the war ended four years later I came home to practice law, but 

I still was bugged by the idea of a career in public service doing things for 

people they couldn't do themselves, a lot of people instead of just a few clients, 

making good laws instead of just arguing about old ones. So the first chance I had 

I ran for Congress. That was in 1948. 

This time I won, and my good constituents have been with me ever since, and 

I hope I've been able to help them. The reason I tell you all this is not because 

I like to talk about myself -- although they say some Congressmen do -- but to point ...__ 

out that those 18 years between elections weren't all wasted. I managed to learn a 

few things, on the football field and in the Navy and practicing law, which perhaps 

I can pass along to you. 
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The first thing is that rules are important. 

The second thing is that teamwork is important. 

The third thing is that dedication is all-important. 

There are rules that govern everything we do. They range all the way from the 

Ten Commandments and the Golden Rule to the rules of poker (not that I'm recommending 

poker, but don't ever play it with~ rules!) or chess. Private morality has its 

own rules, and so does public law. Even nature has its order, but man alone has the 

power to make and break his own laws. 

Americans are worried I needn't tell you -· about crime and lawlessness 

in our country. Congress is worried. In spite of much you read and hear we're still 

a long way from anarchy -- the heart of America is still sound -- but ,.,e have fallen 

backward. Nobody can decide which laws he likes and ~1 obey and which laws he 

doesn't like and won't obey -- any more than any player in a football game can make 

up his own rules. We have to do more than respect the law and obey it, however. 

We have to insist that everybody else does the same. And we have to restrain and, 

if possible, retrain those who refuse to play by the rules. 

Of course, some rules seem to us burdensome, or silly, or out of date. And 

Rome of them are. But we have a wonderfully flexible and responsive government in this 

country, through which orderly change ~ always possible -- indeed it cannot be 

stopped-- whenever most Americans really want it. These are the denocratic processes 

of a representative republic-- free elections, public persuasion, petitioning the 

legislature, procedure in the courts, that you're here to learn more about and how 

to use. There may be countries where freedom iB so restricted that maRs demon­

strations and student uprisings are the only way to bring about reform. This isn't 

so in the United States, and anyone who tells you it isJis either ignorant or 

deliberately misleading. 

Each generation in America has taken the Constitution and the laws inherited 

from the Founding Fathers and shaped them to meet new problems and more complex needs. 

This is a continuous process and by using i~we have seen such progress as no other 

nation has known. Learn how to make the rules work for you and for all other 

Americans -- equal justice under law -- and I guarantee you that progress will go 

on and on. 

Rules are important, and so is teamwork. You all know that from football or 

baseball or basketball -- or even from dancing lessons. I suppose the most 

spectacular practical example of the importance of teamwork is a modern aircraft 

carrier. Of course they've changed a lot since my day 

that fly so fast you only hear them after they've gone 

nuclear power and jets 

but the principle is 
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the same. Soon some of you will be serving in the military and, while I pray our 

country will be at peace, don't look on these as lost years. You can learn more 

about living and working with other men, you can master more of the meaning of 

executive decision and responsibility, if you undertake this obligation intelligently, 

than you would in civilian life for another 10 years. 

The admiral in his cabin and the captain on the bridge are important, and so 

nrc the pi lots 1.n their pbnes. But you know what teamwork menns when you realize 

what one missing part in an engine means, what happens if a radioman goofs an urgent 

message, how swiftly some trained hand must turn the helm or find a bad fuse or 

close an open valve or press the right button. 1'raining and discipline alone make 

possible the split-second teamwork of a carrier launching or landing, every man 

doing his job with no room for mistakes. Teamwork enables each of us to reach 

beyond our arm's length, to accomplish tasks we could never do alone, and it 

imparts a special satisfaction which the solitary soul can never know. Yes, team-

work is important. 

The last of the three things I want you to remember as you practice politics 

and government -- and they will prove just as essential in any other endeavor -- is 

dedication. This is a little hard to define, but I suppose you could call it living 

and working for something larger than yourself. 

In its most fundamental form this is living and working for your family and 

your friends, for the team of which you are a part. In its noblest development it 

means living and working andjif need be)sacrificing for your country and your God. 

Don't let anybody sneer at such dedication -- it is all that separates us 

from the savage beasts. Some people think politics is a cynical business -- but 

Congress opens every day with a prayer, which is more than you can say for some 

professions. 

To be part of something larger than yourself, to give it everything you've 

got and then a little bit more, this is the greatest satisfaction of life and the most 

redeeming grace of the human species. As the hippies say, everybody has to do his 

own thing. But the thing that you do --do it by the rules, do it · in teamwork with 

others, and above all do it with dedication. 

Good luck in your deliberations and debates, in your warmup and workout· for 

the future political arena. Remember, we're counting on you for the impossible ---
and we'll keep working on the difficult. 

This is a great country -- let's make it even greater! 



BOY Is S'l'A'£E June 13, 1968 Lansing, Michigan 

I've always been proud to be a member of the American Legion but it makes 

me even prouder to see this fine organization of men who once were willing to give 

their lives for their country, now spon~ring such a program as this, in which boys 

can learn how to ~ their lives for their country. 

It seems to me this is the kind of thing our networks ought to carry live 

on national television once in awhile, and transmit all around the world by satellite, 

to show people here at home and abroad what the future of' America is really like. 

We hear people say these days that our country is sick. I think maybe some 

of these self-annointed psychiatrists ought to get up off their couches and go out 

and see our country in true perspective -- and then maybe check in for a checkup 

themselves. Who's sick? Not this bunch! 

"Boys will be boy!J," the old saying goes. Well, as the father of three 

lively boys, I'd rather believe that "Boys will be men." And before you know it, 

you will. 

I'm glad this is the case, because there are an awful lot of things lef~ to 

do in this country, a lot of wrongs to be put right, and a lot of things that are 

right and have to be kept that way. I remember the Navy's fabulous Seabees who 

performed prodigies of construction work in the South Pacific jungles during World 

War II, sometimes landing ahead of the combat troops. As soon as they had a spare 

minute, they'd erect light-hearted signs around their camps -- like ·~elcome to the 

u.s. Marines" and so forth. But the one I remember was at Bougainville, and it said: 

"The difficult we do irmnediately" 

"The impossible takes a little longer." 

So that's the proposition I want to make to you tonight: if my generation 

does the difficult -- next November 5th if not immediately -- we'll leave it for 

you to take on the impossible. 

That's not just oratory. When I was about your age, our hero was Col. 

Charles A. t.:i 'ridbergh, who had flown solo all the way from New York to Paris. We 

supposed someday big airplanes carrying maybe 20 or more passengers would fly 

regularly to Europe, but if anybody had told us about astronauts circling the 

Rnrt:h ·fn out (lt' f.lpnc~, t11king color AnopBhot:a th•tt ahow it .1ust 4\R round aa Columbus 

figured it was, we'd have said that's impossible. 

~~- ·. ~J 
·~ 
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We used to make our own crystal set radios then, and sometimes on a clear 

night we'd even hear Chicago, or Kansas City. But see the Olympic Games in Mexico 

on color television? -- why, even Dick Tracy hadn't invented that yet. 

Our fathers and mothers used to worry a lot about polio -- if they heard 

of somebody getting it we couldn't go swimming for weeks. Now, thanks to Dr. Salk 

and other medical researchers, infantile paralysis is a rare disease. So you see 

more things have happened in my lifetime, and yours, to change the world and the 

way we live than all that happened in all the centuries between Columbus and 

Lindbergh's crossings of the Atlantic. 

And things are going to keep on happening, faster and faster. Some will be 

good and some bad. But you are going to be better prepared to sort these things 

out than any generation of Amerlcans before you. 

You're here to get some practical experience in politics, and I imagine you 

want some tips from somebody who's been working at it awhile. Well, I have to admit 

I started early.· When I was going to Grand Rapids South High School I decided to 

run for President of the Senior Class. 

I had a lot of friends, and a lot of good ideas, and I put on a terrific 

campaign. I don't think they've seen anything like it at Grand Rapids South before 

or since, though some of you may correct me. 

It was the most brilliant political race I've ever run -- except for one 

thing. I lost. 

Well, it took me 18 years to get up courage to offer myself to the voters 

again. It wasn't so much that I was discouraged, but I was busy. I went to Ann 

Arbor, played a littk football for Michigan, then to Yale, where I coached football 

while studying law, and then I served in the Navy as a ship's officer on an aircraft 

carrier, and when the war ended four years later I came home to practice law, but 

I still was bugged by the idea of a career in public service doing things for 

people they couldn't do themselves, a lot of people instead of just a few clients, 

making good laws instead of just arguing about old ones. So the first chance J had 

I ran for Congress. That was in 1948. 

This time I won, and my good constituents have been with me ever since, and 

I hope I've been able to help them. The reason I tell you all this is not because 

I like to talk about myself -- although they say some Congressmen do -- but to point ..__.._. 

out that those 18 years between elections weren't all wasted. I managed to learn a 

few things, on the football field and in the Navy and practicing law, which perhaps 

1 can pass along to you. 
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The first thing is that rules are important. 

The second thing is that teamwork is important. 

The third thing is that dedication is all-important. 

There are rules that govern everything we do. They range all the way from the 

Ten Commandmenta and the Golden Rule to the rules of poker (not that I'm recommending 

poker, but don't ever play it with~ rules!) or chess. Private morality has its 

own rules, and so does public law. Even nature has its order, but man alone has the 

power to make and break his own laws. 

Americans are worried I needn't tell you -- about crime and lawlessness 

in our country. Congress is worried. In spite of much you read and hear we're still 

a long way from anarchy -- the heart of America is still sound -- but \11e have fallen 

backward. Nobody can decide which laws he likes and will Obey and which laws he 

doesn't like and ~t obey -- any more than any player in a football game can make 

up his own rules. We have to do more than respect the law and obey it, however. 

We have to insist that everybody else does the same. And we have to restrain and, 

if possible, retrain those who refuse to play by the rules. 

Of course, some rules seem to us burdensome, or silly, or out of date. And 

some of them are. But we have a wonderfiully flexible and responsive government in this 

country, through which orderly change is always possible -- indeed it cannot be 

stopped-- whenever most Americans really want it. These are the derncratic processes 

of a representative republic -- free elections, public persuasion, petitioning the 

legislature, procedure in the courts, that you're here to learn more about and how 

to use. There may be countries where freedom is so restricted that mass demon­

strations and student uprisings are the onl_y way to bring about refo.pn. This isn't 

so in the United States, and anyone who tells you it isJis either ignorant or 

deliberately misleading. 

Each generation in America has taken the Constitution and the laws inherited 

from the Founding Fathers and shaped them to meet new problems and more complex needs. 

This is a continuous process and by using iSwe have seen such progress as no other 

nation has known. Learn how to make the rules work for you and for all other 

Americans -- equal justice under law -- and I guarantee you that progress will go 

on and on. 

Rules a re important, and so is teamwork. You all know that from football or 

baseball or basketball - - or even from dancing lessons. I suppose the most 

spectacula r practical examp l e of the i mportance of t eamwork i s a modern aircraft 

carr i er. Of course they've changed a lot s ince my da y 

that fly so fas t you on l y hear t hem after they've gone 

nuclear power and jets 

b ut the principle is 
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the same. Soon some of you will be serving in the military and, while I pray our 

country will be at peace, don't look on these as lost years. You can learn more 

about living and working with other men, you can master more of the meaning of 

executive decision and responsibility, if you undertake this obligation intelligently, 

than you would in civilian life for another 10 years. 

The admiral in his cabin and the captain on the bridge are important, and so 

are the pilots in their planes. But you know what teamwork means When you realize 

what one missing part in an engine means, what happens if a radioman goofs an urgent 

message, how swiftly some trained hand must turn the helm or find a bad fuse or 

close an open valve or press the right button. Training and discipline alone make 

possible the split-second teamwork of a carrier launching or landing, every man 

doing his job with no room for mistakes. Teamwork enables each of us to reach 

beyond our arm's length, to accomplish tasks we could never do alone, and it 

imparts a speciai satisfaction which the solitary soul can never know. Yes, team-

work is important. 

The last of the three things I want you to remember as you practice politics 

and government -- and they will prove just as essential in any other endeavor -- is 

dedication. This is a little hard to define, but I suppose you could call it living 

and working for something larger than yourself. 

In its most fundamental form this is living and working for your family and 

your friends, for the team of which you are a part. In its noblest development it 

means living and working andjif need be)sacrificing for your country and your God. 

Don't let anybody sneer at such dedication ~- it is all that separates us 

from the savage beasts. Some people think politics is a cynical business -- but 

Congress opens every day with a prayer, which is more than you can say for some 

professions. 

To be part of something larger than yourself, to give it everything you've 

got and then a little bit more, this is the greatest satisfaction of life and the most 

redeeming grace of the human species. As the hippies say, everybody has to do his 

own thing. But the thing that you do ~~ do it by the rules, do it in teamwork with 

others, and above all do it with dedication. 

Good luck in your deliberations and debates, in your warmup and workout for 

the future political arena. Remember, we're counting on you for the impossible -~ 
-----

and we'll keep working on the difficult. 

This is a great country-- let's make it even greater! 




