
The original documents are located in Box D25, folder “Commencement Address, The 
College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, VA, June 9, 1968” of the Ford Congressional 

Papers: Press Secretary and Speech File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 
 

Copyright Notice 
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. The Council donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



Digitized from Box D25 of The Ford Congressional Papers: Press Secretary and Speech File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

CO . _ CE .~r.T ADDRESS AT !ILLIA A 10 ARY 
COLL'-GE I I I THE 275 -cf\ YEAR OF ITS c .ARTER I 

I LLI A.IIS URG } VI Gl 'I A, JuNE S 1 J968 
IJJ 

"LA , LEARNI G AN Ll ERTY" 

P11si:AL 
PR~SIDE T PASCHALL , FACULTY F lENDs, 

PAR~ TS A STUDE TS1 A D ~ ERS OF THt CL SS 

OF 1 o OF THE COLLEGE F ILLIA A -A Y T 

T E CLOSE OF YOUR T~.O HU. DRED AND ~EVENTY F I FTU 
~ 

YEAR 1 GRt.ET I 'GS AND CO GR TULAT I 0 S. 

I A 1 GRATEFUL I DEED TO E I 1V I T;:o TO 

THIS DISTINGUISHED LA o·~ARK OF IGHER '-OUC TIO I 

1.' A~ERICA 1 AD DOUBLY o:LIG TED TO HAV;: '-E 

lj OSE 1 Y A STU ENT vOl - I TTEC: . I I SSU I 1G A. '0 

ACCE Tl G THIS 10NOR 10 E OF US COULD FOR~SEE 

THE DARK DLOU OF TRAGEDY ICH HAS CAST ITS 

S.1AOO . THE POLITI CAL SCE 'E A '0 TRA SFO. 1r.D 

TODAY I TO A ' Tl ONAL DAY OF ~DURN I 1G. YET I 

TH I St:a'ATOR KE 1-0Y · OULO HAVE EE I THE L S·f ' 
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TO A 1T TO RO YOU OF A ·y OF TH~ JOYS OF THIS 
LO G-A ·AITE DAY -- OT TH T "AY S. :~CH .. 'LL E 
A JOY -- UT ITS LSSAGE ~AY E 1COURAG: so ~ OF 
YOU TO TA<E TH~ SA~ VIGOROUS PART I ~u LIC 
AFFAIRS HICH BOTH JOH 1 F. AND RO ERT KE 'NEDY 
DID FRO T ~IR YOUTH . THE REO THR:AD OF 
V I LE 1CE A 0 I . TOLER A CE 1 I TH ITS UGLY K OTS 
Ot ASSASS I NAT I 0 A 0 AN~CHY , I I CH HAS RUN 
THROUGH ALL YOUR STUDE 1T YEARS, .ILL NOT E 
SEV C:Rt.D Y SORR01 ' I 1G 'OR UNT ANG~~p WI TH TEARS . -I THIS SERE E SETTING , THE EVI ENT 
fULt ILL liE T F TH~ FOUt 0 I G FAT. L .. RS -' RC:A OF 
DO t~STIC TRA '~UILLITY1 IT IS ~ARD TO RE.~ ~R 

THAT ~vE COLLEGE C .~USES HAVE NOT ALL ~SCAPEO 
HAT ONE RITER CALLS "THE 1EO GLO OF TH AGE 

OF COAFORT AND VIOLE'C;:: . " THEREFORE IT 1S 
REASSUR I 'G TO V1E TO KNO .. THAT TH I S H I STOR I C S I R 
CHR I STOr HER RE ' U LD I 1G 1 TUE @LDEil 
Atl! 11 Nl S:JVWA 11 GN clJ!'UJ Qt Nb::q#=i=W 1 H I C H 

HAS Et~ SACK:O Y 3RITISH REDCOATS , 

' 
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CO. 1A DEER.:.O Y t RE JCH OFFICERS .f -UR ED Y 

U 'I 0 CAVALRY E1 10 FORT IF I ED Y FEDERAL 

CA .. o ~~Rs, HAS 'EVER YET FALLEN TO THE sTUDENT ..-
0 Y. 

I D I 0 OTE THAT CO~ ·. :- CE i.:. T EXERCISES 

t-OR THE CLASS OF 18 ERE SUSPE 1 ED J AvCO , I 1G 

TO TlaE COLLEGE RECO \OS j "TO GIVE T I E FOR THE 

EXlJ IT a... ~lENT A. 'D PREJU ICE TO SUBS I E. " TH I S 

Sl ~LY ILLUSTRATES THAT ANYT~ING COLU lA 

u 'IVERS I TY CAN 0 ' 'ILL I A A 0 I ~ARY 0 I 0 A 

CErTURY OR SO SOO.ER . 

HAT THAT ~XCIT~ ~NT AS LL ABOUT 1' , 
10T SUR2: . I ! JtY DAY THE C I EF C USES OF 

~It/€ 

CA it us co I. tOT I ON ERt. S .. ALLO .. I ·~AGOLDF ISH ' OR 

" RA I D I G TH.:: J . ,E : ' s 0. d TOR I ES . I U ·oERST D 

THE LATTER SITU TIO~ AS EE R:VERSE NO A- YS, 

ITH TrlE GIRLS 01 G TH RAIDI " , AND TO ·L 

TH IS SE'-'~S TO E R .... AL PROGR:SS . 

AS FOR T~E GOL FISH S ALLO ~ 1 G -- I 

ELIEV;: THE R-CORD .AS 7 -- TL T APFEARS TO 

I • 

' 
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AVE PASSED UIC~LY , ROVI 0 LY THAT . H T YOU 
rUT I TO YOUR HEA I 1 COLLEGc. IS . 0 c. I iPORTA T 
THA' .H T YOU UT I 'TO YOUR STO ~ CH . 

YOU A E RO LY LL THOROUGHLY rED UP 
.ITH OBS~RVATIO S AuOUT THE A .TI UITY OF THE 

liOLLEGL.. OF ILL I A"vl A 0 ~ARY J . D I SH LL L I IT 
I AY Rt. • R 'S or. YOUR AL ·~ATER ' s AGE TO TH 1 s 
RE dN ER! TijE 'fiRST POOR PEOPLE'S MOVEMENT OF 
THIS couNTRY HAs ACRoss TH~... ATLA TIC oc_ , 

~~OU TAl s, A u IT .. AS :VER REALLY CE SE • 
T L..SE POOR EO. L: , T~ES: OUTCASTSJ T' S~ 

ISADVA TAGED, THESE RE ELS AG INST T E OLD 
STABL 1 s. , ,~... T~ • UGHT v_RY L 1 TTLE 1 TH THa:. .. , 
UT .AT T.-IEY 0 I u I 1G • AS REC I OUS NO 1UST 
E RESERVED . T C.Y ROUGliT, EV-N AS TH.:. Y 
PROTEST~ ITS CAPRICIOUS ABUSE, A' A 101 G 
R~SP-CT fOR THE RULE OF LA I -- THEY UILT 
THE ~SELVES SYSTE ~S OF ORDERLY S~LF -GOVER '· .E T 
;:.. v - Er o. t: T EY .... ,t:CT c:o ua\ Y Hous:s • 

. . 

, 
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T;EY ROUGHT, ALSO , TO THIS UN 0 AND 

U. TA Vit.D '"'I LDt.R ESS J A PROF OUt PPREC I T I 0 ' OF 
A.·.lJ I 'S I STE CE U ON THE DISC I PL I NES OF FOR ·nAL 
EDUCl.\TI ON . AS THEY U·l LT CRUDE LOG STOCKADES 
THEY ALSO UILT SCHOOLROO~S~ AND TH~' OPE EO 
THt: 1 TO T••E CHI LORE ' OF THEIR SAVAGE t. ': dES 
AS .ELL AS T't:IR 0" ·• 

F I 'ALLY , THIS OOR PEO' LE 'S CH HALF 
A ORLD AROUN :J CARR L ... D .I TH IT A CO., au· 

COd IT~LNT TO THL FUTURE , TO THE HALF-HU A IST1 

HALF -THt.OLOGICAL ID~A OF THE PERFECTA ILIJY OF 
SOCIETY , TH.:. ENLARGE,VlE T OF FREE DO A '0 THE 
It ATE AND UNI~UE ORTH OF I OIVIDUAL AN . 

THE COI.LEG£ . OF .' ILLIA AND ARY STA 'OS 
Rt: -E. 11 'E T IN THE URTURE OF THESE THRE: 

TR S LANTS TO THE 'E ORLD . SO E OF YOUR 
STUD~NTS , THO ~S JEFFERSO , JOHN AR H4LL , 
I ~YTON RA 'DOLPH A 0 GEORGE YTHE; 
THE I TO THE FOUh ATIO, S F OUR PRES~ T 
POLITICAL SYSTE .• EACH OF YOU, AS YOU RECEIVE 

' . 

' 



YOUR DEGRr.;:S TH t·s VE I G, REPRESENT THE LATEST 
FRUIT I 0 OF THI S A 1GLO-A, .ERICA ' LEGACY OF LAi., 

• 
L~ARJI GAD LI3ERTY • 

. ~HEAR A GOOD·DEAL THES: 0 YS A OUT A 
"GE ,-RATIO GA " •HICH IS SUPPOSED TO CUT OFF 
EFFECTIVE CO, UNICATION ET '~EN , SAY , THE CLASS 
OF 19j5 A 0 THE CLASS OF 1 • I A. OT SURE 
THIS IS ANYTHIN~ ~OR: PROFOUND THAN A E AME 
FOR A VERY OLD CO LAINT, PAPA IS.' 'T AL 'AYS 
LISTENING ·HEN SONY IS TALKING AND VICE VERS • 
YOUTH AN AGE -- OR FOR THAT TTER ~ALE A D 
FE ~L -- HAV~ AL AYS GRU LED TH T THEY ERE ' T 
REALLY U DE STOOD Y TH~ OTHER , AND H T DULL 
LirE IT OULD E IF .E AL 'A~S .ERE! 

YOU C N REAC AC I 'TO THE PAST A OUT 
10 T I nES AS FAR S THt. FOU 0 I 1G OF . ILL I A AND 
. ARY , FOR I NST A 'CE , AND FINO I ' THE PROVERBS 
OF SOLO ON PAGE AFTER PAGE OF GOOD ADVICE FRO' 
FATHER TO SO , . ITHOUT A Y HI T AS TO 'H~TH R 
THE SO ~VER PAID A Y ATTE 'TIO TO IT . 

' 
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0 'E PROVERB T AT STIC S I ~y IN01 

HO' EV~R -- A. D IT IS HONESTLY THE ONLY THING 
1 CA · RE E ~R FRor ~Y o ACCAL ·uREAT~ --
GOES L I 'E TH I S: 

".ISDO IS THE PRINCIPAL THI~GJ 

T. ERE FORE. GET '• I SDO • 
J 

" ~0 • ITH ALL THY GETTI G, GET 
UNDERST D I 'G . " 

'0 THIS IS PRETTY GOOD COUNS~L, CO lNG 
FRO SOLO ON , • ·O AS REPUTED TO B THE IS~ST 

MA OF ALL Tl E -- THOUG~ I' VE AL AYS ' ONDERED 
HO ' YOU COULD SAY THAT ABOUT A YONE ~HO ~AD .. 
700 IV '-S A 0 300 PLAY~AATES I ONE PALACE . YOU 
H VETO AD IT , THOUGH , THAT SUCH A HOUSEHOLD 
DOES CALL FOR A LOT OF U~'DERSTA 10 I 'G . 

I THOUGHT I ' SEE H~THER SOLO~~a ' S 
ADVICE TO HIS SON AS A Y R~LEVANCE FOR TODAY 'S 
GRADUATI G SE IORS , SO I ASKED 0 E OF Y YOU 1GtR 
GENERATION CONSULTA TS,, ~0 STILL CO 1UNICATES 
F41RLY SUCCESSFULLY, ' HAT IT .(AT TO HI ~ 

.. 

' 
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" •1SDO,~ IS THe. PR CIPAL THI ~ Gj 
THER~FORE GET ' ISOO ; 

"A 0 ITH ALL THY GETTING, GET 
UNDt.RSTA DING . " 

HIS A S.~R AS NOT LONG IN co· lNG . 
"I GUESS THAT MEANS, LIKE, FIRST YOU 

GET ~ITH IT. BUT uON JT JUST GET WITH IT -- GET 
INTO IT , " IS THt. AY HE TRANSLATED IT . 

NOT AD . I oou~T THAT IT ILL REPLACE 
THE KING JA \AES REN01:..R I !G J OR EVER GO VERY I G 
I THE SUN A Y SCd OOLS • UT I ' 1 GO I G TO TOSS I T 
ACROSS GENERATION GAP TO YOU TODAY , FRO 1 

SOLO ON A D .E , 30 YE~S OR 30 CENTURIES GIV~ 
OR TA'E A LITTLE , AND~HO E YOU 'LL RE~E BER IT . 

"DON 'T JUST GET ITH IT -- GET INTO IT . " 
I CAN AL~OST HEAR SO~ OF YOUR FATHERS 

A 0 OTHt.RS HIS ERI G: O~ .'HAT ON EARTH IS 
HE TELLING THE 1 -- TH Y' E ALREADY ~ESSING I TO 
A LOT • RE THI GS THA TH~Y OUG'T TO BE . ~ 
AL AYS HEARD THAT JERRY fORD AS A . ICE , ~ . 

' 
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TYPE A ' HERE HE IS TAL'< I G Ll ,E TH AILJ 

A 0 DID I HEAR STILL A OTHER 1HISPER ? 
YEAH , HAT HAVE E GOT TO GET INTO -­

TH- ARMY ? HO 0 YOU THINK YOU ' RE IDDING ABOUT 
LA I AND LEAR lNG AND Ll ERTY . E' VE HAD TOO -. UCH OF THE FIRST , JUST A OUT ENOUGH OF THE 
SECOND , AND NOT VERY ~UGH OF THE THIRD . YOU A 0 
ALL THE POLITICIA S HO HAV~ EEN \U NING 
TH I GS EVER SINCE E 1-RE BORN HAVE REALLY .~DE 
A. ~ss Of IT . SO NOljYOU ANT US/TO GET INTO 
IT ITH YOU . 

ELL , 'E ARE I UITE A .~ss , THAT' S 
CERTAIN . I SUPPOSE I COULD DUG T~IS Y SAYING 
I ' VE EEN IN TH 'I ORITY ~OST OF THE YEARS I' VE 

EL. IN CO GRESS , SO DO, ' T LA fiE ~E . THAT 
ON 'T DO, OF COURSE . ALL A UL T A. ~ERICA. 1S HAVE 

TO ACCEPT I[S~QNSIBitiTY; AT LEAST SO ~ 

RES 0 Sl ILITY/ FOR THE "AY THINGS ARE, BCCAUSE 
AS THEODORE ROOSEVELT PUT IT BLUNTLY ! 

"THE GOVER ~ENT Is JS . 1E ARE THE 
-1 -

' 
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GOV~:..R aE T, YOU A 0 I • " 
A'OTHER PRESI ENT 7 HO 'AS ALSO A 

PROFESSOR , SAID IT A LONGER "AY : 
"GOVERN. r- IT , " SA I 0 OOOR0\1 I I LSON, "Is 

flEREL Y A ATTE 1 T TO EXPRESS THE CONSCIENCE OF 
EVERY OOY , TH AVERAGE CO SCI~ ·c~ OF THE ATIO ', 
I THE RULES THAT VERY ODY IS CO:.~NDED TO 
0 EY . THAT IS ALL IT IS . IF THE GOVER :NT IS 
GO I 'G F STC:R T. THE PU L I C C SCI E 1CE, IT ~I LL 
R~SE TLY HAVE TO PULL UP . lr IT IS 10T GOI G 

) 

AS fAST AS TH~ UBLIC CONSCI 'CE1 IT .ILL 
RESENTLY HAVE TO 8 HIPPED UP . " 

tiE TRUT OF ILSO 'S DEFINITIO IS 
0 HERE ~ORE EVIDE T TIAr IN TH OUSE OF 

. EPR SENTATIVES, . W ICn IS !HY SERVING THERE IS 
SO R~ 'ARDI G. C0 1GRESS IS OFTEN THE SCA EGOAT 
FOR THE SINS OF A aERICA SOCIETY BECAUSE CO GRESS 
IS T~ PEOPLE I l I CROCOS • THIS YEAR 0 ~V~RY - - ~----

T fa YEARS . ;: GO dO •. E TO T E EOPLE .. ~0 SE T US 
TO .ASH I ~,GTO A D DO HAT .nANY OF YOU HAVE t.E~' · 

' 
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00 I r G -- SEt: I 'G A ·OUT A JO • IF THEY L L E THE 
AY t: tVE EE ACT I 1G FOR THE, i A ·o SP.:.A. I NG UP 

tOR THE~ THEY HIRE US FOR ANOTHER T 0-YEAR 
CONTRACT , UT IF THeY ~Dt JT -- THAT' S ALL , 
BROT ER . IF YOU DO 19T GET GOVER E T THAT 
S~RVES YOU BEST OUT OF THIS ARRANGE~E T YOU T 
LEAST G~T TH- Kl THAT SERVES YOU RIGHT, AS 
GOO AS YOU ESERVE . 

UT IS THIS GOODE '0UG~ TO COAE TO GRIPS 
I I TH TODAY ' s CHALLENGES ? 

10, FRA KLY, IT IS 'OT . 
~IT10UT 'TI TO STRI E A PARTISA 

OT IT 'S . ~RELY fACT F REC~ T HIST I y TH T 
~y rARTY GAlE 7 SEATS IN THE~ USE T:O YEARS 
AGO . E r' .... E ED REI 1FORCE E r TS ADL Y, E 
REJO I c:o I TH .._ UA 'T I TY, UT EVE AORE I 1 THE 

UAL I TY OF THE ·.:N A~'D 0 ilE ' HO JO I 1:::0 OUR 
RA f/S -- ~A 'Y OF THE. & 

10T TOO FAR FRO 1 TH-1 R 
a· • coLLEGE co~ I nE 1c ... f1E TS . 

THESE R -ORIVIN 1 ENTHUSIASTIC 0 

' 
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TOUG - .1 DE YOU G LEGISLATORS OT 0 LY ROUGHT 
THE I SIGHTS A '0 I 'IllATIVES OF AN:' BREED OF 

OLITICIA TO OUR E AT~S . LREA Y TH~Y HAVE 
J 

LEFT THEIR . ~ ' 0 1 THE CO GRESS . [iik I R EXTRA 

VOTES AND PERSISTENT PRESSURES HELPED TO CREATE 
·t. CO E OF OFFICI L CO DUvT FOR THE HOUSE, TO 

a EATL Y I ROVE , '0 STR1.. GTH&... A TI -C., I tE AND 
vO SU R ROTECTIO' LAS, TO EX SE .AST~ AN 
CORRUPTIO I THE POVERTY A '0 FOREIG 1 ID 

PROGRA .s , TO FOCUS ATTE TIO 0 UR A • '~EDS , TO 
LO G OVER~Ut. R~FOR 1S I t T E . ·. C I ERY OF 

v GRESS AN THE EXECUTIVE BRA CH, TO TION 

ONLY A F~. AREAS OF TH~IR ACTIVITY~ 
THE YOU~ GER 0 .:0. 1 CO .. I NG UP IN 

ASH I NGTON ARE OT ONLY ·IT IT --
O E ARE .A IT I 'G TO .ELCO 

0 VIOUSLY , IT ILL RE UIRE RE THA ETTER A '0 

LDER LEA ERSHIP FRO GOV~R I~ T TO c PE ITH 
T : P 0 L:· S HAT FACE US . IF 1Y GE •;: Tl0t1 .AS 
Lt.AR t;:o '0TH I 'G ELSE I TH.... POSTGRADUATE SCHOOL 

.. 

' 
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0r CXPt.R I : Ct: I T ,~1UST E THAT G VE 
DO 0 LY SO . C > THAT Sl.. LY PASSING LAWS THAT 
r R01 d SE r.. SY SOLUT I 0~ 1S A RA I S I G TAXES TO 
R:O ISTRI UT~ TH- GREAT 'EALTH OF THIS COUNTRY 
CA' OT EGI TO COPt siT' ·TARE ESS: TIALLY 

RAL A '0 lr 1DIVIDU L PRO LE ~s , I ' EED , 

OVC:R ~ENT ACT I 0 CA. CO .i OU 0 THE .• 
LOOK AT THE GRAVE ISSUES HICH FAC~ OUR 

ATIO A ~ACH OF US TODAY . ALL OF THE , H N 
Y THIN' A OUT ITS RIO SLY , ARE AT THE v-RY 

CO S OF T ESE 
u~STIONS ARE FU A .E~TALLY ORAL ARGU~E TS , A 0 

P~RHA~S THIS ~x LAI S ~y : ATE HAS CO~E SO 
l.1 ASSIO ''- A 0 Vr..r' VIOLET . 

TAKE THt. 'AR I ' VIETNA. . THIS IS A .1AJOR 
ATIO AL CO CER1' _, PROBA LY THE C IEF CONC·RN OF 

YOU 'G A RIC S. LET TH~RE ~ NO DOU T ON 0 E 
POINT -- 'E ALL , EVERY 0 ~OF US , .OULD UGH 
RATHr..R ~AKE LOVE THAN WAR . THIS AR IS 
U PO ULAR , UT I DOUBT V~RY i CH THAT THE 

.. 

, 
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U'ITE STATES H SEVER HAD A REALLY POPULA 
'AR -- L..VEf' THE R 'iiTH SPAI I HAD ITS FTt.R lATH 

OF ISILL SIO .l~NT . THE YEAR I 'AS GRADUATED 
FRO 1 T E U I VERS I TY OF· ~ I vH I GA AS Tl E Y AR 
A OLF ~ITL~R SEIZED LL PO fER I GER ANY -- A D 

v1Y GE ERATION DID' •T Ll 'E THE P OSf EliT OF .'AR 
ISRUPTI G OUR LIVES A Y AORE THA YOURS . BUT 

TH~ ATI ~ ~~T TlAT CHALLE GE SUCCESSFULLY 
cAus~ A Rl •s . RAL co IT~ENT TO THE CAUSE 

OF HU~AN DECE CY AS CLEA , AND E SA IT 
CLE RLY . E FOUGHT THAT AR FOR~ -- VE 
TiOUGH YOU 10 ' 'T YET EXIST. 

THE ~ORAL DILE OF VIET A IS ~UGH 

noR... 0 I FF I CULT . ITS ~A I TUOC: I S ~EASURED Y ~ 

TH CRU~L FAvT THAT DURI G JUST T~O :E:· S I' " 
AY -- ~Vc ITH PEACE TAL'S GOI G 0 -- .oR~ ~ 

YOU G Ar 1E I CA 'S . ERE I LLED I ACT I 0 I VI ET~'A. 
T A I LL I A A 1 11ARY I LL G DU T ERr. TODAY . 
IT HAS ~ 0 ,~ A CliCHE TO S. Y THAT E AR~ OGG~D 

DO . I A AR E CAN OT IN A 0 CA OT LOSE., . 

. . 

, 
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THAT TH~,~ IS 0 AY OUT . THIS NATION HAS THE 
~AT~RIAL STR~ GTn A, 0 HU i ' RESOURCES TO DO 
A YTHING IT SETS ITS ,IND TO; ' AT IS LACKI G 
IS THE CLEAR ~ORAL C i ~-il Tf~E ~T OF OUR PEOPLE TO 
A COURSE OF ACTION THAT IS OTH R~ASONABLE D 

RIG IT , A fE lAVE 1EIT R NO' . 
THE TASK OF LEADERS lr IS TO SET SUCH A 

COURSE , TH:: TASK OF CITIZ-NS IS TO ~A.,~ SUCH A 
vO d IT ,c: T. I 0 E ·~. Y R A .. OT 'ER, I SAY TO TH_ 
CLASS OF 1 8 TO GET I TO IT • • E ARE THE 
GOV~R 1-NT, YOU A I. OBOOY IS GOI TO G_T 
US OUT OF THIS. SS EXCEPT OURSELV~S . 

TAKE CR I aE A, 10 LA LESSr 'ESS , R I OTS 
0 I SORDERS . ALREADY , T .. I S L001 ~S AS A LARGER 

ATIOr.'AL ISSUE T1A' THE AR , A 0 ALREADY IT 

0 

DIRECTLY AFF7 CTS . RE A iERICA 'S . MALF THE 0 ~ 

I THIS COUNTRY AR: AFRAID TO 'AL ALO E AT 
N 1 GH T 1 N T~ 1 R ' r ~ 1 G' ; o H oo os -- A 'o . o 

ONDER , so 1c.ONE 1 s . nuRDc.R;::o 1 1 c L Lao EVERY 
1 I UT~S A. A SEXUAL ATTACK OCCURS ~V~RY 

' . 

, 
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1 I UTES , Ot- T. ~ AVERAGE . 
THE CRI~E RAT IS RISI G EIGHT Tl ~s AS 

rAST AS TH OPULATIO • I THE Tl tc. I ' Vt. EE 
TALKI G HERE THERE ~AVt EE SIX RO ERIES A 0 

It'- AGGRAVATI:.D ASS UL TS SO ~E HERE I A tER I CA . 
T ~y SAY It ASHINGTON IT ' S SO BAD EVE THE 
PURSE -S ATCHERS AND ~UGGERS ONLY ALK I PAIRS . 

EVERY OTHER A ~ERICA I '0 I Ot s A GU ' 
AN AD. d TS IT . V10RE ALAR1 I ~'G , 0 L:f. LAST 

UGUST 0 LY 27% OF THESE GU 1-a· ERS SAID ~'EY 
OULD USE TH-IR :EA 0 A AI ST A OT tR P-RSO 

I 1 THE EVE~~T OF A RIOT . 0'~' 7% SAY 1 EY ' 
J 

S OOT U1 ER SUCH C I RCU iST A CES . ru~. TOUCHED Y 

TH~ OLLSTERS ARE THOS HO ARE KILLING JUST 
tOR KICKS, OR OTHER .~ TALLY SICK AOTIV~~ 

Or COURSE THERE ' S A DIFFER~NCE ET~~E I 

ORO I NARY CR I , I AL ACT I VI TY A 0 THE RIOTS A '0 
ARSO~ A LOOTING THAT SW~PT ~ORE TrA 125 

CITIES I' ONE .EEK LAST APRIL . UT THE ISTI C-
TIO IS 10T SO PRECIS~ AS OJE IGHT THI K. IT 

) 

' 
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AS ONE "ORDINARY" CRI nE -- ~URDER -- THAT 
TRIGGERED THt. "EXTRA-ORDINARY" RACIAL EXPLOSION 
T;AT FOLLO ED , AD THAT SPAS OF AN RCHY A '0 
~STRUCTIO. AS CO • OSED OF Th USANDS OF 

I STA CES OF THE "ORO I ARY" CR I lt.S OF BURGLARY , 
T EFT, ARSO 1, ASSAULT A 0 • URDER . 

·~AT ALL IH:SE FO ~S OF LA LESS 'ESS 
A 0 VIOLE CE HAVE I CO AO , HETH~R IN A DARK 
ALLt:Y OR I • FRO T OF E SR-EL A.1ERAS I 1 BROAD 

AYLIGHT OR I TH~ ACAD IC HALLS OF IVY , IS THE 
BREAKDO~ Of THE RAL VALUES AND THE 

OUNDARI-S AROU EHAVIOR Y HICH SOCIETY 
JUSTIFIES A· PROTECTS ITSELF . 

THUS TH S 1ATI NAL CO CER OVER CRI ~ IS 
ALSO , AT THE CORE , A .. RAL .. TTER . IT HAS EE' 

• ROVED Tl [ AND AGAI T AT CO GRESS CA OT 
L~GISLATE ALITY . 0 LY lr A I ERFECT SE 'SE 
~~----- } . 

CA IT R.: I FORCE :F I I L. ' s I LSO SA I 0' T. E 
AV~RAGE CO SCIE c~ Or T:~, ATI0 1• TO SAY T. T 
GOV~RN t T IS ASE U 0 THE ·co SE T OF TH~ 

, 
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GOVE. ~ IS TO ST P TOO SHORT . IT IS i T , 
~ OUGH TH .T JORITY r CITIZE S CO SE T TO 
A LA· , A D AGRE~ TO 0 EY IT THE S~LVES . TH. T 
S\ 1a: PRE PO~ DERA CE OF THE PEOPLE ~UST 0. d T 

THE tSELVES TO THt: I AL I R I lll PLE TH T lli L . f __.. 

~U~T .._... O.@EYE _. 
T'E TASK OF LEADERSHI IS TO TRA SLATE 

THE ·AT 1 o AL co ·sc 1 E cE 1 'TO EFFECT 1 VE LA s A o 
TO : FORC~ THOSE LA •s FIR~LY UT F IRLY GAl ST 
OFF: .D~Rs . TH~ TAS. F CITIZ~NS IS T 1 KE 
T ~IR 0 CO IT ~~·r TO TH~ RUL~ OF L CLEA\ 
A U 'E UIVOCAL A TO USE TH: REA Y :L~CTOR L~ 
Lt.G I SLAT I VE A JUDICIAL u:.Cn I sr~ TO CHA G: 
SUCH s t:C I F I c LA s AS St.E l TO THL.. u I I SE OR 
U JUST . SO I SAY . GAl TO THE CLASS OF 1 68, 

GET I 'TO IT . : ARE TH:: GOVER ,;1E JT , YOU 
OBODY IS GOING TO GET US OUT OF THIS SS 

-XCE T OURSELVES . 
THE LAST GREAT ~TIO AL CONGER SH LL 

~ TIO T 0 Y IS I, LATIO , A 0 YOU~ Y O.DER , 

' . 

, 
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0 I A Ja GO I G TO .~A C :co 10 I CS A , ORAL I SSUC: . 
Y R ROFESS ,S 1 PA ENTS E ER~APS .ORE 

TROU L~ Y C Tl UOUSLY lSI G ICES , R Sl G 
T XE ~ RISI 'G I~TE EST·\ T::s THA you· AV:: -E • 

T E 0 LLAR ORA I 1 H S ~L. , fOR SO aE OF YOU , A 
PRO L -l 1 EST SOLVe. Y A COLLECT PHO ~'- CALL T 

A OL AD . A V . . .: YO ' E HOLD I G DO ~ 

A JO I COLLEG~ , IF I REa~ :R RIGHTLY, YOU 
ON ' T HAG 0 TO A Y OLLAR ILL L01G E OUGH TO 

REALIZE IT ' S LOSI 'G ITS VALU: . 
BUT I ALS SUS ECT A LOT OF YO , I 

vO Sl ERI G ItCH JO LOOKS :sT, HAV'- HA 
OCvAS I 0 ' TO CO. RE THE F I 'GE E EF ITS A. D 
VA IOUS ~ 1SIO. PL 'S A 0 PROFIT-S ARI G 
SYST~ 1S HICH TO ' S E, L Y~RS USE TO ATTR CT 
TH: LEST G A UAT~s Al <-~ TH~. 0 C~ Ta~Y ' R: 

0 T E . AYROLL . AY E .OU IGURE YOUR CAR~ER 
.OUL ~BRIGHT ITH O~E CO A Y RAT~ER T A 
A OTHER , (E~L. THOUG:~ TH .... ST RTI 1G SAL RY .AS A 

L I TTL£ LESS BECAUSE Or T -sr. PROV I S I 0. !S F R 

.. 
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YOUR rUTU. SECURITY AN THAT OF YOUR F 'alLY . 
YOU OULD ' 'T H VE A Y OUBT T T IT AS 

tOR L SSU_ IF AFTER GIVI G T1E EST Y~ARS OF 
YOU LIF~ TO T AT ~~PLOY R YOU ERE TOL ~ E. 
YOU REACH THE AGE OF 50 OR 60 THAT TH Y' D SPE 'T 
T'J .a ~Y , vou co TRI UTI01 s s 'ELL , o 1 so ~E ­

ELSE , so YOU ' D I AV~ T ~T ALO·G 0 LF 
TH~ r~ Sl f THEY ' D PRO ISED YOU I 1 ~a . 

IS IT A Y . IF r ER=r. T •• Ha.. T~ ::: OVE 
DOES THIS TO ~..V~RY OwY! A D T~ IS IS EXACTLY 
H T GOVE · 'T HAS oo, E, A 10 IS STILL 01 G. 

IF AU 'T JA ~GAVE YOU A SAVI GS 0 '0 --~~·~ 
~~·~~~~~~~~~~~~ -- HE! YOU 

GRA U TED F O.i IGH SCHOOL , L'-T ,:: RE 'THE 
AD E.S -- I T~REST •o ALL, IT IS .,T ORTH S 
1UCH Too v s , , . AT o;:: OLD u T J 'E P 1 F R 

IT I ~AL URCH Sl G 0 ER . IF IT 'S RO G FOR 
U 'CL.... SA.. TO .T /::. A r E YEARS OUT OF CIT I ZE ' ~ 

LIF~ AT THE START OF IT , S SO,~ YOU G PEOPlE 
CLAI ' THE IT ~ S CERTAI LY I AORAL FOR u LE s II 

.. 

, 
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TO RUI TH~ LAST FE YEARS Ot A CITilE 'S LIFE 
Y ST All G HALF HIS SAVI GS . A '0 TH T' S .'.AT 

I tLATIO 1 IS ALL A OUT . 
TH- EXPERTS AR 1 '._ ' RE 0 ' TH: BR I~~ OF 

THE ORST 'ORLJ IDE FISC L CRISIS Sl CE 1°31 . 

I RE.~E. ER THAT AS ~ELL AS YOU R ... n:.: t.- YOUR 
F I RST A y I COLLEGE -- A 0 I oo. '' T I " T ., T TO 

rF .... AGAit . BUT IT CA HAPPE IF WE AS A 

ATIO rAIL TO PUT OUR FISCAL ' USE IN ORDER, 
lr E H SITATE TOO LO G TO T 'E THE ASTY 
~CO 0 ,1~ ,f ICI E EV. Y OCTO H S PR~S~RI ED . 
THIS COU TRY IS RICH A D 0 UCTIVE EYO- 0 

lli I LD ST I I G I I GS OF THE I IE 'HO BU I L T TH Is 

vOLLt.G- . OUR ECO 0 1Y CA "AFFORD" A YTH I 'G E 

'~ED A PaUGH THAT ~E R ... ALLY DON ' T EED, UT IT 
CA ' OT GIVE US EVERYTH I 1G E !JANT A VERYTH I G -• 
- ~U~T HAVE A 0 DO ALL THESE THI GS AT T E 

SA ii: T I I • 

E SET PRIORITIES 
Fo au 'Tl 1AL ur ERTA~'t s EXACTLY s v · 

' 
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H VE H TO S.T PRIORITIES FOR STUDYI G FOR 
Fl ALS , I RITI .G TER i PA ERS , 0 TING A' OA Cl G 

A DE ONSTRATI G A. TEVER ELS~ S JIORS DO 
TH SE DAYS . A SOUND DOLL R OOESi 'T TUR 
EVERY ODY 0 E : T I 0 LL Y L I E Tl E DEADLY R I ' 
VI-TNA, AD 11-h::. CRIME RAGI G I' OUR CITIES , BUT 
IT TOO DE .. OS CITIZ~ CO dT 1E T A E LIG~TE E[ 
LEADE SHIP . IT TOO IS SO ETHI G THE CLASS OF ...... 
19 8 OU~ T TO GET INTO . f ARE THe. GOV:R .. J, 
YOU A 0 I. !Q DY IS GOI G TO GET US OUT OF THI~ ...... ... 
Lss ~xc~PT au s LVES . 

HY DO I EErr T LL I G . ~OU TO GET CO. d T­
T-D , TO ECO I VOLVE , OT JUST TO GET 'ITH IT 

UT TO GET L T_ IT? I ' V~ VISITED 22 COLLEGE 
U IVERSITY C ·USES LRE Y THIS YEA, I / 0 
VERY 'ELL Th T~ UST H T YOU I TE 0 TO DO . I A I 

ERF~CTLY A AR~ OF "HAT T IS GE ERATIO Or 
Y THE 

A.'TICS OF AN I , ATURE HA~· FUL .. 0 3 ~ G T :IR 
H~ S 0' THE FLOOR OR T. REATEr T HOL T IR 

' 
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R:ATH IF T Y CA 'tT VE TH I 'AY -- OR 
0 ' T G~T: 'OUGH ATTErTIO • l ' .t IDRE I RESSEO 
IT. s: . e~ART.Y 'S YOU G VOLU 'TE:R R~ERS 

THA. I A , I TH HIS OL IT I CS, TO HO . ST , BUT 
I ' 0 RATHC:R YOU ALL ... T OUT A D ', OR'"'ED TO t:LECT 
E.~OCRATS THA 1 TO OUT TO STOR I TH: p- TAG0~1 , DO 
LOOOY BATTLE JITH THE POLILiE , OR SHOUT DO 

THOS.:. I TH I HO,. YOU 0 I SSE IT . 
YOU ARE GRADUAl I 1G FRO. 1 COLLEGE I 1 A 

• RcSI E TIAL CA AIG YEAR , 0 ,ILE THIS IS 
10 E 1 Y LOT OF FUN A HOOPLA THER~ E GR ~ 

A'D VITAL vHO c:s TO BE ~ADE 1EXT NOVE :R TAT 
I ILL AFFECT YOUR LIV s VE ,y DIRECTLY . DO ' T 
JUST GET I TH I T -- t:T I 1TO I T. 

I REG~ TLY GOT A L 0' AT A VERY 
EXT SIV~ SURV Y .~ E BY TH~ GALLUP POLL FOR TH~ 
A RICA ~ HEI I TAG;:: FOU T I 0 ON THE f;:tlllUEJES 

~ POLITICAL OPINIO 'S OF YOU G A RICA S AGED 
21 THROUGH 2 • 1UCH OF IT HAS J' T E: U LISHc.D, 

' IT ' S AS FULL OF SURPRISES A 'D CONTRAOICTIO 1S 

' 
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AS YOUT ITSELF . 
FIRST, YOU IG PEOPLE LIKE TO THI /OF 

THE ASELVES AS "I. DEPE 1DENTS" I 1 POLITICS -­
THIS CAT~GORY OUTNU ~RS OTH E U LIC S A D 

E OCRATS , A 'D AONG COL ·~GE GRADUATES IT 
U, TS TO 44 PERCE~ T. OU~'G E ' ARE R~ 

I DE E DE 'T THA YOU 'G 0 iE -- I' ,t SF EAK Ia G 

STRICTLY OF POLITICS -- Af , CURIOUSLY, THOS: 
IRADITIO AL ASTI0 1S OF o~. CRATIC A 'D R~PU LIC ' 
STRt: GT , THE SOUTH A 0 ~dO EST, TURN OUT T E 

ST I DE E DE T 20-YEAR -OLDS 
~~ 

IN THIS AGE GROUP T~ -THIRDS EXPRESSED 
vONSI ER LE I T~REST I LITICS, A. THIS ROSE 
TO 80 P~R CE 'T OJ THE COLLEGE CA. US:S . 
FORTY -0 E P~Rc- T SA I THEY ' E ILL I. 'G TO 
voLu TEER r c . IG oR 2 p-R : T ouL 
/IC" I 1 f T ·:1R FAVORITE CA ~ I DATE OR 
A~TY ---- LOT ETTER 0 OTH ~au TS TH 

TH .... 1 FFLUE 1T A 10 CO 1 LACE~'T ELDERS . 
UT T E . H;:N I T CO atS TO THe. S I . LEST , 

.. 
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T a:.ST OF POL I T I CAL CO I T T -- V T I 1G I A 

P -sl :. TIAL ELECTIO -- Y U oo·· , T CO . .It. OFF SO 

:-LL . . T 0 OFTE , "INDEPENDENT" Rt. LL Y i.A S 

"I 1 I FFc.RE T. " HE A ECOR ERCE T Ot TH-
, 

Ell I L~ ~LtvTOR Tt VOTED I TH CLIFFHA tGER 

EDY - IXON CO :T~ST t 1 60 , 0 LY 5 PERC T 

OF T~ OSE I ' THE I R Tt E 1T I S TUR E OUT . I ' 

T~E RcCO 1 S SLIGHTLY · ORSE . 

THIS Y-AR , ALTHOUGH IT' S ~ RLY I TH: 

~ ~ , LY ~ ERCt. 1T F T OSE I T E 21 TO 2n 

R C/ T ARE ;:GI TERE TO VOTE I 1 THE P ECI 'CT 

,_R~ TH-Y Ll E. FOR LL T ~IR EX ESS: 

Ia T~ EST , FOR LL T 1:: I R I,IVOLV c. E T I TH ~XC IT I G 

US~S F ALL T~-IR I ~ LS, 0 LY OUT 
., -

13 tl LL I 0 OU G .. 1 I CA S R CTUALL Y t:X Ev TE , 

TO CAST TH~I . LLOTS TniS YC R. 

SURE , Y U tT USY , 01 G YO R JO 1 

STA~I 'c A HO ~ , .OVI G AROU '0 . UT T.l. T' S. 'HY 

R P I G u 1Y T • ~ .... : G .... T I T 0 I T 1 

ST Y. I • 
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IF YOU DON ' T LivE THE AY IT IS , 0 
so tC:T I G A UT I T. y 1:. y I I' T A T TO I I f(..:. 

PU Llv s~ VIC~ YOUR CAREER, OR ~Vt.R R ' FOR 
-L~vTIV~ OFFIC~ . BUT TH RE ARE A dLLI .AYS 
~AC~ OF YOU vA 1 UPG A E T'E STA AR S OF 1 OLITICS 

THE UALITY Ot GOVER ~~~T AT EV~RY LEV~L . 

YOU CA 'T ALL E R_SI E~T OF TH._ U I"TED STATES, 
I SPITE OF ILLIA. I " RY' S ~A START PROGR 
I ! T.f IS • ES. :CT, UT RO A L Y ALL Or YOU "0 '· T 

T A L Y E OUGH TO OR., AT IT COULD E P ES I ~ T 
F A s~HOOL A , OR vHAIR. OF A GOU TY 

. 
vt.i T AL t;Q . I TTEE . At" E - ~R ' I. Y U DO~ 1T 

YOU v E SURE SO.~ I lOT LL GtT TH: J 

..., c:. t. YTH I I 0 G. DY I s ~ I ,~ TO 2:T us 
OUT OF TiiS .ESS ~XC£ T OU,S~LVES . ~ E THE 

' 
GO v t.. I ,c: I T ' y u 

F I AL 0 s 0. - HO I I s so. 
EX .:R I ~ C _ . I TH I 1 I TY ST TUS • I 0 _ I E I S 

T Y a R s 1 s r.. , 'E. T • v au 
UT TO T~a.. L ~ST ·.1 ITY I THE RL --
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TH s~ HAV~ TH~ AI S . u TH DISCIPLI ES 
OF _OUC Tl ' TdAT Er Lw- THE i 1 .I E 

CIVILIZ TIO A LITTLE IT R~ T. ' TH:Y T E 

F 0 IT . 
THa: tDUCATIO L l:X L SIO 1 1 THIS 

vO I RY HAS =~.FAR I E SIG IFiv .T THA, y 

UvL~. R LAST . I . 1 ALL T E I ST I TUT I 0 S F 

I " I ' R 0... 2 7, 1 0 GR EES1 
0. LY o, ~7 TO 0. E 

IPL AT A OR , THE CO I ... 0 CLASS OF 
1 v5 :AS t.A. LY FIV1.. Tl S TH T LARG , T~O -FIFT1S 

OF T ~ .I 0 c. I • y u E tO '"' I EST I TE 
73 , 00 s._ ,tORS G U Tl 1 T. IS S R - , OTH:R 

FO RFOL I C. S~ . T ER~ STILL E 'T UITE 
~ OU H GIRLS T GO 0 I T I. v TH Y SE~ 
T TH T. 

UT ·.E C t..LORS OF \TS AD ALL Ll I G 
~ .... ICA S 0 ,..V: c. E C LLEG1.. O:G ~E STILL 

A~ourr To • LY A· OUT 11 ... c~ ·T oF TIE 
UL T •. OPULAT I 0 • .... ARE ST I LL I T E I 'OR I TY . 

. . 
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A E L I 'ELY T * c. , . I TH;:: E ALL 0 R 0 YS . 
SO LET ' S T ( AS U. ~OTT 0 " U I L , . 1 , U I L · ! " 

I ST-A OF " UR , ~ Y , UR • " l . 

L~T 'S 3U!L 0 TH~ SOLID TRIA OF L J 

LEAR I . L I ERTY -- OT r 0 OUR At CEST 1 

SAKES , BUT FO OUR ESCEa E 'TS . L T' S 'OT 
u~ 'C~ T~E R: :L ISSErT: I US :c • S 

OUR FAT ERS ~R~ :LS A 10 uiSSE TERS 0 

SO JILL OUR CHILDt.E t: . UT LET 'S UIL 

JOH STE 1 ' .::c· 1 "THE GR • Es OF RATH" 
ROTE T~ T, L E I TH U IVERSE , · ". GRO\S 
.i~OND HIS OR , 'JAL'<S UP TPE STAIRS OF HIS 

co c_ Ts, AERGEs A. E F 1s Acco LISH 1E TS . " 
YOU HAVL. F I 11 SH D TH.: · ORK OF TH'-

CLASSR H v: SORT~ OUT YOUR vO~C~PTS, 
A J 0 ' CQ l S T1E Tl.~ FOR AC~ r LIS. E T. 

CO 1~ UT Ar~AO , CLASS OF 1 , A GOO 
... . :I TH Y U. 

' 



FOR RELEASE UPON DELIVERY 
5 p.m. Sunday, June 9, 1968 

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS BY REP. GERALD R. FORD 
(Republican of Michigan) 

MINORITY LEAQER OF THE U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
TO 

THE COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND MARY IN THE 275th YEAR 
OF ITS CHARTER IN WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA 

"LAW, LEARNING AND LIBERTY" 

President Paschall, faculty and friends, parents and students, and members 

of the Class of 1968 of the College of William and Mary at the close of your two 

hundred and seventy fifth year, greetings and congratulations. 

I am grateful indeed to be invited to this distinguished landmark of higher 

education in America, and doubly delighted to have been chosen by a student 

committee. In issuing and accepting this honor none of us could foresee the dark 

cloud of tragedy which has cast its shadow on the political scene and transformed 

today into a national day of mourning. Yet I think Senator Kennedy would have been 

the last to want to rob you of any of the joys of this long-awaited day -- not that 

my speech will be a joy -- but its message may encourage some of you to take the 

same vigorous part in public affairs which both John F. and Robert Kennedy did from 

their youth. The red thread of violence and intolerance, with its ugly knots of 

assassination and anarchy, which has run through all your student years, will not 

be severed by sorrowing nor untangled with tears. 

In this serene setting, the evident fulfillment of the Founding Fathers' 

dream of domestic tranquillity, it is hard to remember that even college campuses 

have not all escaped what one writer calls "the neon glow of the age of comfort and 

violence. 11 Therefore it's reassuring to me to know that this historic Sir 

Christopher Wren Building, the oldest administration building in the country, which 

has been sacked by British Redcoats, commandeered by French officers, burned by 

Union cavalrymen and fortified by Federal cannoneers, has never yet fallen to the 

student body. 

I did note that Commencement Exercises for the Class of 1849 were suspended, 

according to the college records, 11 to give time for the excitement and prejudice 

to subside." This simply illustrates that anything Columbia University can do, 

William and Mary did a century or so sooner. 

vfuat that excitement was all about I'm not sure. In my day the chief causes 

of campus commotion were swallowing goldfish, or raiding the women's dormitories. 

(more) 
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I understand the latter situation has been reversed nowadays, with the girls doing 

the raiding, and to me this seems to be real progress. 

As for the goldfish swallowing -- I believe the record was 87 -- that appears 

to have passed quickly, proving only that what you put into your head in college 

is more important than what you put into your stomach. 

You are probably all thoroughly fed up with observations about the antiquity 

of the College of Hilliam and Mary, and I shall limit my remarks on your alma 

mater's age to this reminder: the first poor people's movement of this country was 

across the Atlantic Ocean, across the mountains and the plains and the mountains, 

and it has never really ceased. 

These poor people, these outcasts, these disadvantaged, these rebels against 

the old Establishment, brought very little with them, but what they did bring was 

precious and must be preserved. They brought, even as they protested its capricious 

abuse, an abiding respect for the rule of law -- they built themselves systems of 

orderly self-government even before they erected dry houses. 

They brought, also, to this unknown and untamed wilderness, a profound 

appreciation of and insistence upon the disciplines of formal education. As they 

built crude log stockades they also built schoolrooms, and then opened them to the 

children of their savage enemies as well as their own. 

Finally, this poor people's march half a world around carried with it a 

common commitment to the future, to the half-humanist, half-theological idea of 

the perfectability of society, the enlargement of freedom and the innate and unique 

worth of individual man. 

The College of William and Mary stands pre-eminent in the nurture of these 

three transplants to the New World. Some of your students, Thomas Jefferson, John 

Marshall, Peyton Randolph and George Wythe, synthesized them into the foundations 

of our present political system. Each of you, as you receive your degrees this 

evening, represent the latest fruition of this anglo-American legacy of law, 

learning and liberty. 

We hear a good deal these days about a "generation gap" which is supposed to 

cut off effective communication between, say, the Class of 1935 and the Class of 

1968. I am not sure this is anything more profound than a new name for a very old 

complaint, papa isn't always listening when sonny is talking, and vice versa. 

Youth and age -- or for that matter male and female -- have always grumbled that 

they weren't really understood by the other, and what a dull life it would be if 

we ah.:rays were! 

(more) 



-3-

You can reach back into the past about 10 times as far as the founding of 

William and Mary, for instance, and find in the Proverbs of Solomon page after page 

of good advice from father to son, '"ithout any hint as to '"hether the son ever paid 

any attention to it. 

One proverb that sticks in my mind, however 

thing I can now remember from my own baccalaureate 

and it is honestly the only 

goes like this: 

"Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom; 

11And with all thy getting, get understanding. 11 

Now this is pretty good counsel, coming from Solomon, who was reputed to be 

the wisest man of all time -- though I've always wondered how you could say that 

about anyone who had 700 wives and 300 playmates in one palace. You have to admit, 

though, that such a household does call for a lot of understanding. 

I thought I'd see whether Solomon's advice to his son has any relevance for 

today's graduating seniors, so I asked one of my younger generation consultants, 

who still communicates fairly successfully, what it meant to him: 

11Hisdom is the principal thing; therefore get >-lisdom; 

"And with all thy getting, get understanding.'' 

His answer was not long in coming. 

"I guess that means, like, first you get with it; but don't just get with 

it -- get into it, 11 is the way he translated it. 

Not bad. I doubt that it will replace the King James rendering, or ever go 

very big in the Sunday Schools. But I'm going to toss it across Generation Gap 

to you today, from Solomon and me, 30 years or 30 centuries give or take a little, 

and hope you'll remember it: 

11Don't just get with it -- get into it." 

I can almost hear some of your fathers and mothers whispering: Now what on 

earth is he telling them -- they're already messing into a lot more things than they 

ought to be. We always heard that Jerry Ford was a nice, solid type and here he is 

talking like that: 

And did I hear still another whisper? 

Yeah, what have we got to get into -- the Army? Who do you think you're 

kidding about law and learning and liberty. We've had too much of the first, just 

about enough of the second, and not very much of the third. You and all the 

politicians who have been running things ever since we were born have really made 

a mess of it. So now you want us to get into it with you. 

Well, we~ in quite a mess, that's certain. I suppose I could duck this 

(more) 
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by saying I've been in the minority most of· the years I've been in Congress, so 

don't blame me. That won't do, of course. All adult Americans have to accept 

responsibility, at least some responsibility, for the way things are; because as 

Theodore Roosevelt put it bluntly: 

"The government is us; we are the government, you and I." 

Another President, who was also a professor, said it a longer way: 

"Government," said Woodrow Wilson, "is merely an attempt to express the 

conscience of everybody, the average conscience of the nation, in the rules that 

everybody is commanded to obey. That is all it is. If the government is going 

faster than the public conscience, it will presently have to pull up; if it is not 

going as fast as the public conscience, it will presently have to be whipped up." 

The truth of Wilson's definition is nowhere more evident than in the House 

of Representatives, which is why serving there is so rewarding. Congress is often 

the scapegoat for the sins of American society because Congress is the people in 

microcosm. This year and every two years we go home to the people who sent us to 

Washington and do what many of you have been doing -- seeing about a job. If they 

like the vmy we've been acting for them and speaking up for them they hire us for 

another two-year contract, but if they don't -- that's all, brother. If you don't 

get government that serves you best out of this arrangement you at least get the 

kind that serves you right, as good as you deserve. 

But is this good enough to come to grips with today's challenges? 

No, frankly, it is not. 

Without wa~ti~g to strike a partisan note it's merely a fact of recent history 

that my party gair.ed 47 seats in the House two years ago. We needed reinforcements 

badly, we rejoicP.d in the quantity, but even more in the quality of the men and 

women who joined our ranks -- many of them not too far from their own college 

commencements. 

These hard-driving, enthusiastic and tough-minded young legislators not only 

brought the insights and initiatives of a new breed of politician to our debates; 

already they have left their mark on the Congress. Their extra votes and persistent 

pressures helped to create a new code of official conduct for the House, to greatly 

improve and strengthen anti-crime and consumer protection laws, to expose waste and 

corruption in the poverty and foreign aid programs, to focus attention on urban 

needs, to demand long overdue reforms in the machinery of Congress and the Executive 

Branch, to mention only a few areas of their activity. 

The younger men and women corning up in Washington are not only with it, they 

(more) 
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are in it -- and we are waiting to ivelcome more. But obviously, it will require 

more than better and bolder leadership from government to cope with the problems 

that face us. If my generation has learned nothing else in the postgraduate school 

of experience it must be that government can do only so much, that simply passing 

laws that promise easy solutions and raising taxes to redistribute the great 

wealth of this country cannot begin to cope with what are essentially moral and 

individual problems; indeed, government action can compound them. 

Look at the grave issues which face our nation and each of us today. All 

of them, when you think about it seriously, are at the very core moral concerns. 

The pros and cons of these questions are fundamentally moral arguments, and perhaps 

this explains why debate has become so impassioned and even violent. 

Take the war in Vietnam. This is a major national concern, probably the 

chief concern of young Americans. Let there be no doubt on one point -- we all, 

every one of us, would much rather make love than war. This war is unpopular, but 

I doubt very much that the United States has ever had a really popular war -- even 

the war with Spain had its aftermath of disillusionment. The year I was graduated 

from the University of Michigan lvas the year Adolf Hitler seized all power in 

Germany -- and my generation didn't like the prospect of war disrupting our lives 

any more than yours. But the nation met that challenge successfully because 

America's moral commitment to the cause of human decency was clear, and we saw it 

clearly. ive fought that war for you -- even though you didn 1 t yet exist. 

The moral dilemma of Vietnam is much more difficult. Its magnitude is 

measured by the cruel fact that during just two weeks in May even with peace 

talks going on -- more young Americans were killed in action in Vietnam than 

William and Mary will graduate here today. It has become a cliche to say that we 

are bogged down in a war we cannot win and cannot lose, that there is no way out. 

This nation has the material strength and human resources to do anything it sets 

its mind to; what is lacking is the clear moral commitment of our people to a 

course of action that is both reasonable and right, and we have neither now. 

The task of leadership is to set such a course; the task of citizens is to 

make such a commitment. In one t.:1ay or another, I say to the Class of 1968 to get 

into it. We are the government, you and I. Nobody is going to get us out of this 

mess except ourselves. 

Take crime and lawlessness, riots and disorders. Already, this looms as a 

larger national issue than the war, and already it directly affects more Americans. 

Half the women in this country are afraid to walk alone at night in their own 

(more) 
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neighborhoods -- and no wonder, someone is murdered in cold blood every 41 minutes 

and a sexual attack occurs every 19 minutes, on the average. 

The crime rate is rising eight times as fast as the population. In the time 

I've been talking to you there have been six robberies and nine aggravated assaults 

somewhere in America. They say in Washington it's so bad even the purse-snatchers 

and muggers only walk in pairs. 

Every other American notll owns a gun, and admits it. More alarming, only last 

August only 27% of these gun-owners said they would use their weapon against 

another person in the event of a riot; now 67% say they'd shoot under such circum­

stances. Untouched by the pollsters are those who are killing just for kicks, or 

from mentally sick motives. 

Of course there's a difference between ordinary criminal activity and the 

riots and arson and looting that swept more than 125 cities in one week last April. 

But the distinction is not so precise as one might think; it was one "ordinary" 

crime -- murder -- that triggered the "extra-ordinary" racial explosion that 

follm-1ed; and that spasm of anarchy and destruction was composed of thousands of 

instances of the "ordinary11 crimes of burglary, theft, arson, assault and murder. 

t~at all these forms of lawlessness and violence have in common, whether in 

a dark alley or in front of newsreel cameras in broad daylight or in the academic 

halls of ivy, is the breakdown of the moral values and the boundaries around 

behavior by which society justifies and protects itself. 

Thus this national concern over crime is also, at the core, a moral matter. 

It has been proved time and again that Congress cannot legislate morality; only 

in an imperfect sense can it reinforce and define, as Wilson said, the average 

conscience of the nation. To say that government is based upon the consent of the 

governed is to stop too short; it is not enough that a majority of citizens consent 

to a law, and agree to obey it themselves. That same preponderance of the people 

must commit themselves to the moral principle that law must be obeyed. 

The task of leadership is to translate the national conscience into effective 

laws and to enforce those laws firmly but fairly against offenders. The task of 

citizens is make their broad commitment to the rule of law clear and unequivocal 

and to use the ready electoral, legislative and judicial mechanisms to change such 

specific laws as seem to them unwise or unjust. So I say again to the Class of 

1968, get into it. We are the government, you and I. Nobody is going to get us 

out of this mess except ourselves. 

The last great national concern I shall mention today is inflation, and you 
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may t-7onder how I am going to make economics a moral issue. Your professors and 

parents are perhaps more troubled by continuously rising prices, rising taxes, rising 

interest rates than you have been. The dollar drain has been, for some of you, a 

problem best solved by a collect phone call to Daddy. And even when you're holding 

dot.m a job in college, if I remember rightly, you don't hang onto any dollar bill 

long enough to realize it's losing its value. 

But I also suspect a lot of you, in considering which job looks best, have 

had occasion to compare the fringe benefits and various pension plans and profit­

sharing systems which today's employers use to attract the ablest graduates and keep 

them after they're on the payroll. Maybe you figured your career would be brighter 

with one company rather than another, even though the starting salary was a little 

less, because of these provisions for your future security and that of your family. 

You Houldn't have any doubt that it was a moral issue if, after giving the 

best years of your life to that employer, you were told tvhen you reach the age of 

50 or 60 that they'd spent the money, your contributions as well, on something else, 

so you'd have to get along on half the pension they'd promised you in 1968. 

Is it any different t.;rhen the government does this to everybody? And this 

is exactly \.;rhat government has done, and is still doing. If Aunt Jane gave you a 

savings bond -- what do they call them now, Peace Bonds? when you graduated 

from high school, let me break the bad news interest and all, it isn't worth as 

much today as what the old dear paid for it in real purchasing power. If: it's 

wrong for Uncle Sam to take a few years out of a citizen's life at the start of it, 

as some young people claim, then it's certainly immoral for Uncle Sam to ruin the 

last few years of a citizen's life by stealing half his savings. And that's what 

inflation is all about. 

The experts warn we're on the brink of the worst worldwide fiscal crisis 

since 1931. I remember that as well as you remember your first day in college 

and I don 1 t \vant it to happen again. But it can happen if we as a nation fail to 

put our fiscal house in order, if tve hesitate too long to take the nasty economic 

medicine every doctor has prescribed. This country is rich and productive beyond 

the tvildest imaginings of the men who built this college. Our economy can 11afford 11 

anything He need and much that we really don't need, but it cannot give us every­

thing we want and everything we must ·have and do all these things:at the same time. 

We are going to have to set priorities for our national undertakings exactly 

as you have had to set priorities for studying for finals, writing term papers, 

dating and dancing and demonstrating and whatever else seniors do these days. A 

(more) 



-8-

sound dollar doesn 1 t turn everybody on emotionally like 1 he deadly war in Vietnam 

and the crime raging in our cities, but it too demands citizen commitment and 

enlightened leadership. It too is something the Class of 1968 ought to get into. 

We are the government, you and I. Nobody is going to get us out of this mess except 

ourselves. 

\'1hy do I keep telling you to get committed, to become involved, not .~ust 

to get lvith it but to get into it? I've visited 22 college university campuses 

already this year and I know very \vell that's just t-7hat you intend to do. I am 

perfectly aware what this generation of students is like and I'm not confused by 

the antics of an immature handful who bang their heads on the floor or threaten 

to hold their breath if they can't have their way -- or don't get enough attention. 

I'm more impressed with Sen. McCarthy's volunteer workers than I am with his 

politics, to be honest, but I'd rather you all went out and worked to elect Democrats 

than go out to storm the Pentagon, do bloody battle with the police, or shout down 

those Hith whom you dissent. 

You are graduating from college in a Presidential campaign year, and while 

this is hidden by a lot of fun and hoopla there are grave and vital choices to be 

made next November that will affect your lives very directly. Don't just get with 

it get into it. 

I recently got a look at a very extensive survey made by the Gallup Poll for 

the American Heritage Foundation on the attitudes and political opinions of young 

Americans aged 21 through 29. Much of it hasn't been published, and it's as full of 

surprises and contradictions as youth itself. 

First, young people like to think of themselves as "Independents" in 

politics -- this category outnumbers both Republicans and Democrats and among college 

graduates it amounts to 44 per cent. Young men are more independent than young 

women -- I'm speaking strictly of politics -- and, curiously, those traditional 

bastions of Democratic and Republican strength, the South and Midwest, turn out the 

most independent 20-year-olds. 

In this age group two-thirds expressed considerable interest in politics, 

and this rose to 80 percent on the college campuses. Forty-one percent said they'd 

be \villing to volunteer for campaign work and 42 percent would kick in $5 for their 

favorite candidate or party -- a lot better on both counts than their affluent and 

complacent elders. 

But then when it comes to the simplest test of political commitment -- voting 

in a Presidential election-- you don't come off so well. Too often, "Independent 11 
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really means "Indifferent." Hhen a record 65 percent of the eligible electorate 

voted in the cliffhanger Kennedy-Nixon contest of 1960, only 54 percent of those in 

their Twenties turned out. In '64 the record was slightly ;vorse. 

This year, a !though it 1 s early in the game, only L,8 percent of those in the 

21 to 29 bracket are registered to vote in the precinct ;vhere they live. For all 

their expressed interest, for all their involvement ;vith exciting causes and 

for all their ideals, only about 13 million young Americans are actually expected 

to cast their ballots this year. 

Sure, you get busy, doing your job, starting a home, moving around. But 

that 1 s v1hy I keep harping on my theme: Get into it, and stay in. 

If you don't like the way it is, do something about it. Maybe you don't 

want to make public service your career, or ever run for elective office. But there 

are a million ways each of you can upgrade the standards of politics and the quality 

of government at every level. You can't all be President of the United States, in 

spite of William & Mary's headstart program in this respect, but probably all of you 

\vho \11ant to badly enough to work at it could be president of a school board, or 

chairman of a county central committee. And remember, if you don't you can be sure 

some idiot will get the job and do everything wrong. Nobody is going to get us out 

of this mess except our selves. He are the government, you and I. 

One final word as one who has some experience with minority status. I hope 

mine is temporary, but yours is permanent. You are about to join the oldest 

minority in the world -- those lvho have the brains and the disciplines of education 

that enable them to give civilization a little bit more than they take from it. 

The educational explosion in this country has been far more significant than 

any nuclear blast. In 1900 all the institutions of higher learning in America 

a\varded 27,410 degrees, only 5,237 of them to women. Hhen I received my diploma 

at Ann Arbor, the combined Class of 1935 was nearly five times that large, two-fifth: 

of them \vomen. You are among an estimated 673,000 seniors graduating this Spring, 

another fourfold increase. There still aren't quite enough girls to go around --

I think they see to that. 

But we Bachelors of Arts and all living Americans who have earned a college 

degree still amount to only about 11 percent of the adult population. We are still 

in the minority and are likely to remain there all our days. So let's take as our 

motto 11Build, Man, Build!" inr.tead of "Burn, Baby, Burn." 

Let's build on the solid triad of law, learning and liberty -- not for our 

ancestors' sakes, but for our descendents. Let's not quench the rebel and the 
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dissenter in us because our fathers ,.,ere rebels and dissenters and so will our 

children be. But let's build instead of burn, work instead of wreck and help 

instead of hate. 

Unlike any other thing in the Universe, John Steinbeck wrote in The Grapes 

of lvrath, "man grows beyond his work, walks up the stairs of his concepts, emerges 

ahead of his accomplishments." 

You have finished the work of the classroom, you have chosen and sorted out 

your concepts, and now comes the time for accomplishment. 

Come out ahead, Class of 1968, and God be with you. 

f! If IJ: 
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"LAW, LEARNING AND LIBERTY" 

President Paschall, faculty and friends, parents and students, and members 

of the Class of 1968 of the College of William and Mary at the close of your two 

hundred and seventy fifth year, greetings and congratulations. 

I am grateful indeed to be invited to this distinguished landmark of higher 

education in America, and doubly delighted to have been chosen by a student 

committee. In issuing and accepting this honor none of us could foresee the dark 

cloud of tragedy which has cast its shadow on the political scene and transformed 

today into a national day of mourning. Yet I think Senator Kennedy would have been 

the last to want to rob you of any of the joys of this long-awaited day -- not that 

my speech will be a joy -- but its message may encourage some of you to take the 

same vigorous part in public affairs which both John F. and Robert Kennedy did from 

their youth. The red thread of violence and intolerance, with its ugly knots of 

assassination and anarchy, which has run through all your student years, will not 

be tJevered by sorrowing nor untangled with tears. 

In this serene setting, the evident fulfillment of the Founding Fathers' 

dream of domestic tranquillity, it is hard to remember that even college campuses 

have not all escaped what one writer calls "the neon glow of the age of comfort and 

violence." Therefore it's reassuring to me to know that this historic Sir 

Christopher Wren Building, the oldest administration building in the country, which 

has been sacked by British Redcoats, commandeered by French officers, burned by 

Union cavalrymen and fortified by Federal cannoneers, has never yet fallen to the 

student body. 

I did note that Commencement Exercises for the Class of 1849 were suspended, 

according to the college records, "to give time for the excitement and prejudice 

to subside." This simply illustrates that anything Columbia University can do, 

William and Mary did a century or so sooner. 

vfuat that excitement was all about I'm not sure. In my day the chief causes 

of campus commotion were swallowing goldfish, or raiding the women's dormitories. 
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I understand the latter situation has been reversed nowadays, with the girls doing 

the raiding, and to me this seems to be real progress. 

As for the goldfish swallol-Ting -- I believe the record was 87 -- that appears 

to have passed quickly, proving only that what you put into your head in college 

is more important than what you put into your stomach. 

You are probably all thoroughly fed up with observations about the antiquity 

of the College of Hilliam and Mary, and I shall limit my remarks on your alma 

mater's age to this reminder: the first poor people's movement of this country was 

across the Atlantic Ocean, across the mountains and the plains and the mountains, 

and it has never really ceased. 

These poor people, these outcasts, these disadvantaged, these rebels against 

the old Establishment, brought very little with them, but what they did bring was 

precious and must be preserved. They brought, even as they protested its capricious 

abuse, an abiding respect for the rule of law -- they built themselves systems of 

orderly self-government even before they erected dry houses. 

They brought, also, to this unknown and untamed wilderness, a profound 

appreciation of and insistence upon the disciplines of formal education. As they 

built crude log stockades they also built schoolrooms, and then opened them to the 

children of their savage enemies as well as their own. 

Finally, this poor people's march half a world around carried with it a 

common commitment to the future, to the half-humanist, half-theological idea of 

the perfectability of society, the enlargement of freedom and the innate and unique 

worth of individual man. 

The College of William and Mary stands pre-eminent in the nurture of these 

three transplants to the New World. Some of your students, Thomas Jefferson, John 

Marshall, Peyton Randolph and George Wythe, synthesized them into the foundations 

of our present political system. Each of you, as you receive your degrees this 

evening, represent the latest fruition of this anglo-American legacy of law, 

learning and liberty. 

We hear a good deal these days about a "generation gap" which is supposed to 

cut off effective communication between, say, the Class of 1935 and the Class of 

1968. I am not sure this is anything more profound than a new name for a very old 

complaint, papa isn't always listening when sonny is talking, and vice versa. 

Youth and age -- or for that matter male and female -- have always grumbled that 

they weren't really understood by the other, and what a dull life it would be if 

we always were! 
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You can reach back into the past about 10 times as far as the founding of 

William and Mary, for instance, and find in the Proverbs of Solomon page after page 

of good advice from father to son, without any hint as to whether the son ever paid 

any attention to it. 

One proverb that sticks in my mind, however and it is honestly the only 

thing I can now remember from my own baccalaureate goes like this: 

11Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom; 

"And with all thy getting, get understanding." 

Now this is pretty good counsel, coming from Solomon, who was reputed to be 

the wisest man of all time -- though I've always wondered how you could say that 

about anyone who had 700 wives and 300 playmates in one palace. You have to admit, 

though, that such a household does call for a lot of understanding. 

I thought I'd see whether Solomon's advice to his son has any relevance for 

today's graduating seniors, so I asked one of my younger generation consultants, 

who still communicates fairly successfully, what it meant to him: 

"tUsdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom; 

nAnd with all thy getting, get understanding.'' 

His answer was not long in coming. 

"I guess that means, like, first you get with it; but don't just get with 

it -- get into it," is the way he translated it. 

Not bad. I doubt that it will replace the King James rendering, or ever go 

very big in the Sunday Schools. But I'm going to toss it across Generation Gap 

to you today, from Solomon and me, 30 years or 30 centuries give or take a little, 

and hope you'll remember it: 

11Don' t just get with it -- get into it." 

I can almost hear some of your fathers and mothers whispering: Now what on 

earth is he telling them -- they're already messing into a lot more things than they 

ought to be. We always heard that Jerry Ford was a nice, solid type and here he is 

ta llcing like that! 

And did I hear still another whisper? 

Yeah, what have we got to get into -- the Army? Who do you think you're 

kidding about law and learning and liberty. We've had too much of the first, just 

about enough of the second, and not very much of the third. You and all the 

politicians who have been running things ever since we were born have really made 

a mess of it. So now you want us to get into it with you. 

Well, we~ in quite a mess, that's certain. I suppose I could duck this 
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by saying I've been in the minority most of· the years I've been in Congress, so 

don't blame me. That won't do, of course. All adult Americans have to accept 

responsibility, at least some responsibility, for the way things are; because as 

Theodore Roosevelt put it bluntly: 

"The government is us; we are the government, you and I." 

Another President, who was also a professor, said it a longer way: 

"Government," said Woodrow Hilson, "is merely an attempt to express the 

conscience of everybody, the average conscience of the nation, in the rules that 

everybody is commanded to obey. That is all it is. If the government is going 

faster than the public conscience, it will presently have to pull up; if it is not 

going as fast as the public conscience, it will presently have to be whipped up." 

The truth of Wilson's definition is nowhere more evident than in the House 

of Representatives, which is why serving there is so rewarding. Congress is often 

the scapegoat for the sins of American society because Congress is the people in 

microcosm. This year and every two years we go home to the people who sent us to 

Washington and do what many of you have been doing -- seeing about a job. lf they 

like the way we've been acting for them and speaking up for them they hire us for 

another two-year contract, but if they don't -- that's all, brother. If you don't 

get government that serves you best out of this arrangement you at least get the 

kind that serves you right, as good as you deserve. 

But is this good enough to come to grips with today's challenges? 

No, frankly, it is not. 

Without war.ting to strike a partisan note it's merely a fact of recent history 

that my party gair.ed 47 seats in the House two years ago. We needed reinforcements 

badly, we rejoiced in the quantity, but even more in the quality of the men and 

women ~oJho joined our ranks -- many of them not too far from their own college 

commencements. 

These hard-driving, enthusiastic and tough-minded young legislators not only 

brought the insights and initiatives of a new breed of politician to our debates; 

already they have left their mark on the Congress. Their extra votes and persistent 

pressures helped to create a new code of official conduct for the House, to greatly 

improve and strengthen anti-crime and consumer protection laws, to expose waste and 

corruption in the poverty and foreign aid programs, to focus attention on urban 

needs, to demand long overdue reforms in the machinery of Congress and the Executive 

Branch, to mention only a few areas of their activity. 

The younger men and women coming up in Washington are not only with it, they 
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are in it --and we are waiting to \velcome more. But obviously, it will require 

more than better and bolder leadership from government to cope with the problems 

that face us. If my generation has learned nothing else in the postgraduate school 

of experience it must be that government can do only so much, that simply passing 

laws that promise easy solutions and raising taxes to redistribute the great 

wealth of this country cannot begin to cope with what are essentially moral and 

individual problems; indeed, government action can compound them. 

Look at the grave issues which face our nation and each of us today. All 

of them, when you think about it seriously, are at the very core moral concerns. 

The pros and cons of these questions are fundamentally moral arguments, and perhaps 

this explains why debate has become so impassioned and even violent. 

Take the war in Vietnam. This is a major national concern, probably the 

chief concern of young Americans. Let there be no doubt on one point --we all, 

every one of us, would much rather make love than war. This war is unpopular, but 

I doubt very much that the United States has ever had a really popular war -- even 

the lvar lvith Spain had its aftermath of disillusionment. The year I was graduated 

from the University of Michigan ll1as the year Adolf Hitler seized all power in 

Germany -- and my generation didn't like the prospect of war disrupting our lives 

any more than yours. But the nation met that challenge successfully because 

America's moral commitment to the cause of human decency was clear, and we saw it 

clearly. ive fought that war for you -- even though you didn't yet exist. 

The moral dilemma of Vietnam is much more difficult. Its magnitude is 

measured by the cruel fact that during just two weeks in May even with peace 

talks going on -- more young Americans were killed in action in Vietnam than 

William and Mary will graduate here today. It has become a cliche to say that we 

are bogged down in a war we cannot win and cannot lose, that there is no way out. 

This nation has the material strength and human resources to do anything it sets 

its mind to; what is lacking is the clear moral commitment of our people to a 

course of action that is both reasonable and right, and we have neither now. 

The task of leadership is to set such a course; the task of citizens is to 

make such a commitment. In one Hay or another, I say to the Class of 1968 to get 

into it. We are the government, you and I. Nobody is going to get us out of this 

mess except ourselves. 

Take crime and lawlessness, riots and disorders. Already, this looms as a 

larger national issue than the war, and already it directly affects more Americans. 

Half the women in this country are afraid to walk alone at night in their own 
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neighborhoods -- and no wonder, someone is murdered in cold blood every 41 minutes 

and a sexual attack occurs every 19 minutes, on the average. 

The crime rate is rising eight times as fast as the population. In the time 

I've been talking to you there have been six robberies and nine aggravated assaults 

somewhere in America. They say in Washington it's so bad even the purse-snatchers 

and muggers only walk in pairs. 

Every other American no\·1 O\ms a gun, and admits it. More alarming, only last 

August only 27% of these gun-owners said they would use their weapon against 

another person in the event of a riot; now 67% say they'd shoot under such circum­

stances. Untouched by the pollsters are those who are killing just for kicks, or 

from mentally sick motives. 

Of course there's a difference between ordinary criminal activity and the 

riots and arson and looting that swept more than 125 cities in one week last April. 

But the distinction is not so precise as one might think; it was one "ordinary" 

crime -- murder -- that triggered the "extra-ordinary" racial explosion that 

follmv-ed; and that spasm of anarchy and destruction was composed of thousands of 

instances of the "ordinary" crimes of burglary, theft, arson, assault and murder. 

Hhat all these forms of lawlessness and violence have in common, whether in 

a dark alley or in front of newsreel cameras in broad daylight or in the academic 

halls of ivy, is the breakdown of the moral values and the boundaries around 

behavior by which society justifies and protects itself. 

Thus this national concern over crime is also, at the core, a moral matter. 

It has been proved time and again that Congress cannot legislate morality; only 

in an imperfect sense can it reinforce and define, as Wilson said, the average 

conscience of the nation. To say that government is based upon the consent of the 

governed is to stop too short; it is not enough that a majority of citizens consent 

to a law, and agree to obey it themselves. That same preponderance of the people 

must commit themselves to the moral principle that law must be obeyed. 

The task of leadership is to translate the national conscience into effective 

laws and to enforce those laws firmly but fairly against offenders. The task of 

citizens is make their broad commitment to the rule of law clear and unequivocal 

and to use the ready electoral, legislative and judicial mechanisms to change such 

specific laws as seem to them unwise or unjust. So I say again to the Class of 

1968, get into it. We are the government, you and I. Nobody is going to get us 

out of this mess except ourselves. 

The last great national concern I shall mention today is inflation, and you 
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may wonder how I am going to make economics a moral issue. Your professors and 

parents are perhaps more troubled by continuously rising prices, rising taxes, rising 

interest rates than you have been. The dollar drain has been, for some of you, a 

problem best solved by a collect phone call to Daddy. And even when you're holding 

down a job in college, if I remember rightly, you don't hang onto any dollar bill 

long enough to realize it's losing its value. 

But I also suspect a lot of you, in considering which job looks best, have 

had occasion to compare the fringe benefits and various pension plans and profit­

sharing systems which today's employers use to attract the ablest graduates and keep 

them after they're on the payroll. Maybe you figured your career would be brighter 

with one company rather than another, even though the starting salary was a little 

less, because of these provisions for your future security and that of your family. 

You ,.;ouldn 1 t have any doubt that it was a moral issue if, after giving the 

best years of your life to that employer, you were told when you reach the age of 

50 or 60 that they'd spent the money, your contributions as well, on something else, 

so you'd have to get along on half the pension they'd promised you in 1968. 

Is it any different when the government does this to everybody? And this 

is exactly what government has done, and is still doing. If Aunt Jane gave you a 

savings bond -- what do they call them now, Peace Bonds? when you graduated 

from high school, let me break the bad news interest and all, it isn't worth as 

much today as what the old dear paid for it in real purchasing power. If: it's 

wrong for Uncle Sam to take a few years out of a citizen's life at the start of it, 

as some young people claim, then it's certainly immoral for Uncle Sam to ruin the 

last few years of a citizen's life by stealing half his savings. And that's what 

inflation is all about. 

The experts warn we 1 re on the brink of the worst worldwide fiscal crisis 

since 1931. I remember that as well as you remember your first day in college 

and I don't want it to happen again. But it can happen if we as a nation fail to 

put our fiscal house in order, if we hesitate too long to take the nasty economic 

medicine every doctor has prescribed. This country is rich and productive beyond 

the \-vrildest imaginings of the men \vho built this college. Our economy can "afford 11 

anything lve need and much that \ve really don 1 t need, but it cannot give us every­

thing we want and everything we must have and do all these things:at the same time. 

We are going to have to set priorities for our national undertakings exactly 

as you have had to set priorities for studying for finals, writing term papers, 

dating and dancing and demonstrating and whatever else seniors do these days. A 
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sound dollar doesn't turn everybody on emotionally like the deadly war in Vietnam 

and the crime raging in our cities, but it too demands citizen commitment and 

enlightened leadership. It too is something the Class of 1968 ought to get into. 

We are the government, you and I. Nobody is going to get us out of this mess except 

ourselves. 

Hhy do I keep telling you to get committed, to become involved, not .~ust 

to get with it but to get into it? I've visited 22 college university campuses 

already this year and I know very well that's just what you intend to do. I am 

perfectly aware what this generation of students is like and I'm not confused by 

the antics of an immature handful who bang their heads on the floor or threaten 

to hold their breath if they can't have their way -- or don't get enough attention. 

I'm more impressed with Sen. McCarthy's volunteer workers than I am with his 

politics, to be honest, but I'd rather you all went out and worked to elect Democrats 

than go out to storm the Pentagon, do bloody battle with the police, or shout down 

those with whom you dissent. 

You are graduating from college in a Presidential campaign year, and while 

this is hidden by a lot of fun and hoopla there are grave and vital choices to be 

made next November that will affect your lives very directly. Don't just get with 

it -- get into it. 

I recently got a look at a very extensive survey made by the Gallup Poll for 

the American Heritage Foundation on the attitudes and political opinions of young 

Americans aged 21 through 29. Much of it hasn't been published, and it's as full of 

surprises and contradictions as youth itself. 

First, young people like to think of themselves as "Independents" in 

politics-- this category outnumbers both Republicans and Democrat~and among college 

graduates it amounts to 44 per cent. Young men are more independent than young 

women -- I'm speaking strictly of politics -- and, curiously, those traditional 

bastions of Democratic and Republican strength, the South and Midwest, turn out the 

most independent 20-year-olds. 

In this age group two-thirds expressed considerable interest in politics, 

and this rose to 80 percent on the college campuses. Forty-one percent said they'd 

be willing to volunteer for campaign work and 42 percent would kick in $5 for their 

favorite candidate or party -- a lot better on both counts than their affluent and 

complacent elders. 

But then when it comes to the simplest test of political commitment -- voting 

in a Presidential election -- you don't come off so well. Too often, "Independent" 
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really means "Indifferent • 11 When a record 65 percent o£ the eligible electorate 

voted in the cliffhanger Kennedy-Nixon contest of 1950, only 54 percent of those in 

their Twenties turned out. In '64 the record was slightly worse. 

This year, although it's early in the game, only 48 percent of those in the 

21 to 29 bracket are registered to vote in the precinct where they live. For all 

their expressed interest, for all their involvement with exciting causes and 

for all their ideals, only about 13 million young Americans are actually expected 

to cast their ballots this year. 

Sure, you get busy, doing your job, starting a home, moving around. But 

that's \·7hy I keep harping on my theme: Get into it, and stay in. 

If you don't like the way it is, do something about it. Maybe you don't 

want to make public service your career, or ever run for elective office. But there 

are a million ways each of you can upgrade the standards of politics and the quality 

of government at every level. You can't all be President of the United States, in 

spite of William & Mary's headstart program in this respect, but probably all of you 

who ~-1ant to badly enough to work at it could be president of a school board, or 

chairman of a county central committee. And remember, if you don't you can be sure 

some idiot will get the job and do everything wrong. Nobody is going to get us out 

of this mess except our selves. He are the government, you and I. 

One final word as one who has some experience with minority status. I hope 

mine is temporary, but yours is permanent. You are about to join the oldest 

minority in the world -- those who have the brains and the disciplines of education 

that enable them to give civilization a little bit more than they take from it. 

The educational explosion in this country has been far more significant than 

any nuclear blast. In 1900 all the institutions of higher learning in America 

a\.;rarded 27,410 degrees, only 5,237 of them to women. Hhen I received my diploma 

at Ann Arbor, the combined Class of 1935 was nearly five times that large, two-fifths 

of them women. You are among an estimated 673,000 seniors graduating this Spring, 

another fourfold increase. There still aren't quite enough girls to go around --

I think they see to that. 

But we Bachelors of Arts and all living Americans ~vho have earned a college 

degree still amount to only about 11 percent of the adult population. We are still 

in the minority and are likely to remain there all our days. So let's take as our 

motto 11Build, Man, Build!" instead of 11Burn, Baby, Burn. 11 

Let's build on the solid triad of law, learning and liberty -- not for our 

ancestors' sakes, but for our descendents. Let's not quench the rebel and the 

(more) 
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dissenter in us because our fathers were rebels and dissenters and so will our 

children be. But let's build instead of burn, work instead of wreck and help 

instead of hate. 

Unlike any other thing in the Universe, John Steinbeck wrote in ~ Grapes 

of \<lrath, 11man grows beyond his \\7ork, walks up the stairs of his concepts, emerges 

ahead of his accomplishments." 

You have finished the work of the classroom, you have chosen and sorted out 

your concepts, and now comes the time for accomplishment. 

Come out ahead, Class of 1968, and God be with you. 




