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CO.Arv'IENCt: iENT ADDRESS AT GROVE C I TY COLLEGE , 
GROVE CITY . PA .1 JUNE 81 1968, 
:L'(.-+-1~ J.~aL.- ~~c...., / -
~--~~ Z,...4.iif~-aH~~ 
~74 ~ ~-4 ~~ /J.J..,.... 

!.</,_. .L. ~ "A ~J, OF DEC I S I ON" 11 . 
... I 4o / ~ ~ ~ 174 ~ ~ I 

~R . PE 7 PRESIDENT HARKER1 DEAN 
S ~ZEY , DISTINGUISHED GUESTS1 FACULTY AND 
FRIENDS Or GROVE CITY COLLEGE1 AND TH~ FA .ILlES 
AND ~E~BERS OF THE CLASS OF 19681 GREETINGS 
AND CONGRATULATIONS . 

HEN DR . HARKER ASKED ~E TO SUPPLY THE 
TITLE OF ~y SPEECH FOR TODAY\S PRINTED PROGRA ~ 
AND I REPLIED1 ITHOUT HAVING YET FORMULATED 

HAT I INTENDED TO SAY1 THAT E MIGHT CALL IT 
"A Tltv1E OF DECISION, " E DID NOT KNO~ HO 
FITTING THAT OULD BE . I HAD IN ~IND1 OF COURSE? 
THAT THIS IS A NATIONAL ELECTION YEAR1 BUT NO~ 
E KNO THAT TH~ TI~E OF DECISION ILL NOT AIT 

EVEN UNTIL NOVEMBER . IT IS NO, . 
THIS AFTERNOON I ~UST RETURN TO 
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'ASHINGTON TO PAY MY LAST RESPECTS TO SENATOR 
ROBERT F. KENNEDY1 BUT I THINK HE OULD BE THE 
LAST~ WA~TO DA~EN THE SPIRITS OF YOUNG 
MEN AND O~EN ON THIS LOlG-A 'AITED DAY . LIFE 
IS NEVER FREE OF TRAGEDY AND SORROW1 AND E 
THINK ALSO OF THE ga BRAVE .~EN OF THE SUBMARINE 
SCORPIO ~ 'HO ALSO JERE TAKEN FRO THEIR LOVED 
ONES IN THE PRI ~E OF MANHOOD ~ -HILE SERVING THEIR 
COUNTRY IN ANOTHER AY . 

E CAN NEITHER FULLY UNDERSTAND NOR 
COMPLETELY PREVENT SUCH LOSSES1 BUT E CAN -
AND E MUST -- HERE AND NO~ RESOLVE TO CUT THE 
REO THREAD OF VIOLENCE AND INTOLERANCE; ITH 
ITS UGLY KNOTS OF ASSASINATION AND A~ARCHY1 

HIGH HAS RUN THROUGH ALL YOUR STUDENT YEARS . 
THIS SERENE CA~PUS1 THEE ODI~ENT OF 

THE FOUNDING FATHER~ DREA OF DOMESTIC 
TRAN~UILLITY1 SEEMS LIKE A LOVELY OASIS OF 
CIVILI~ATION TO .~E AFTER THE TUR~OILS AND 
TE 'SIONS OF RECENT E~KS . I 10ULD LIKE TO 

.. 

' 
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LINGER HER~ FOR R~FRESH~ENT OF ~y CONFIDENCE 
IN AMERIC~S FUTURE THAT BEING AMONG YOU HAS 
ALREADY BEGUN . fl A! DEEPLY HONORED1 AND DEEPLY 
MOV~01 BY THE HONORARY· DEGREE THAT GROVE CITY 
COLLEGE HAS DEC I OED TO CONFER UPON f~E ~ rAAK I NG 
ME ONE OF YOU AND ONE ITH YOU IN THE 
REf 1E1 18RANCE OF TH I S DAY .J 

fir IS PARTICULARLY GRATIFYING TO 
Rt:Ct: I VE A DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF LA 'S BECAUSE _!) AM 1 

A LA YER BY PROFESSION AND A LArMAKER BY CHOIC~ 
AND THROUGH THE TRUST OF ~y GOOD CONSTITUENTS . 
THIS THING .t CALL CIVILIZATION1 HICH HAS BEEN 
NURTURED THROUGH COUNTLESS CENTURIES1 IS AT ALL 
T I.~ES AN 0 I N ALL PLACES A H I GHL Y CO v1PLEX AND 
DEL ICATE MECHANISM. IT IS LIKE A FINE ·ATCH1 
IN HICH THE COLLEGES AND THE CHURCHES ARE SET 
AS JE 'tLS1 AND THE MAINSPRING IS THE EIERNAL 
ENERGY OF THE HUMAN SPIRIT SEEKING A FULLER LIFE 
AND A BETTER ORLD . 

BUT THE BALANCE .HEEL OF THAT v1ECHAN ISM , \ 

.. 
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IS THE LA • 
·r I THOUT THE LA a , EVERYTH I NG GOES A RY 1 

AND THE 'ATCH IS ·ORSE THAN USELESS . I DO NOT 
ELIEVE THAT ANY PERSON OR ANY GROUP CAN TINKER 

OR TAMPER · ITH THIS BALANCE 'HEEL OF THE LA~ 
~ITHOUT RUNNING THE RISK OF WRECKING CIVILIZATION 
ITSELF . A ~RICA IS SAD TODAY1 BUT A~~RICANS 
1 ILL BE MAD TOtlaORROw • 

L I KE A GATHER I NG SU, ,rvlER STOR \A1 A 
PO' 'ERFUL DE~~AND AND DETER V11 NAT I ON FOR CHANGE IS 
STIRRING AND SURGING THROUGHOUT OUR COUNTRY . 
THESE TIMES THAT TRY ~EN ' S SOULS .-TO BORROW 
TOM PAINE\S ORDS, .~AY SUMMON PATRIOTS TO ACTION1 
BUT THEY ALSO CAN RAISE OE~AGOGUES TO POJER . 
TRULY THIS IS A TIME OF DECISION FOR AMERICA -
AND I TELL YOU ~ ITH ALL THE SINCERITY I POSSES~ 

THAT OUR FIRST DECISION ~UST BE TO LIVE ' I THIN 
r=-- ~ 

THE LA\• . ___ ,_ 

I tAS INFOR~ED ON ~y AY HERE THAT THE 
ONLY DEMONSTRATION HIGH HAS OCCURRED ON THE 

.. 
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GROVE CITY CAMPUS THIS YEAR AS A DE,~ONSTRAT I ON 
BY STUDENTS IN SUPPORT OF THE ADMINISTRATION . - -
1' NOT TOO CLEAR HAT THE CONTROVERSY AS 
ABOUT BUT I CERTAINLY COMMEND THIS KIND OF 
STUDENT POWER -- THE STUDENT PO~ER THAT SPRINGS 
FROM ILLINGNESS AND ORK . 

I ALSO An DELIGHTED TO HEAR THAT THE 
ONLY KIND OF ~A~~O E~:~~TE PO' ER YOU 
HAVE HERE IS lHt: PO' 'E~ 0~ If 3lACK "X" ON A 

HITE BALLOT. THATl S THE AY IT SHOULD BE . 
AND THE AY IT IS ' ITH MOST AMERICANS JHATEVER 
THEIR BACKGROUNDS OR THEIR POLITICAL BELIEFS . 

OF COURSE, CO~MOTIONS ON COLLEGE 
CAMPUSES IN THE SPRINGTIME ARE NOT EXACTLY A 

' NE IDEA . IN ~y DAY THE CHIEF CAUSES OF CAMPUS 
CO~MOTION ERE S ALLO lNG GOLDFISH1 OR RAIDING 
THE OMEN JS DORMITORIES . I UNDERSTAND THE 
LATTER SITUATION HAS BEEN REVERSED NO~AOAYS1 
' ITH THE GIRLS DOING THE RAIDING1 /AND TO ~E 

THIS SEE.~S TO BE REAL PROGRESS . 

' 
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AS FOR THE GOLDFISH SWALLO~ lNG -- I 
BELIEVE THE RECORD AS 87 -- THAT APPEARS TO 
HAVE PASSED ~UICKLYJ PROVING ONLY THAT .HAT YOU 
PUT INTO YOUR HEAD IN COLLEGE IS ~ORE I PORTANT 
THAN .AT YOU PUT INTO YOUR STOMACH . 

LET ME SUGGEST1 HERE IN THE INDUSTRIAL 
HEART OF A.w'IER I C 'J THAT THE FIRST POOR PEOPLE l S 

~OVE.~ENT OF THIS COUNTRY AS ACROSS THE ATLANTIC 
OCEAN1 AND THEN ON ACROSS THE .MOUNTAINS1 AND 
IT HAS NEVER REALLY CEASED . 

TH~SE POOR PEOPLE , THESE OUTCASTS1 

THESE OISADVANTAGED1 THESE REBELS AGAI 'ST THE 
OLD ESTABLISHMENT, BROUGHT VERY LITTLE ITH 
THEM, BUT WHAT THEY DID BRING 'AS PRECIOUS AND 
~UST BE PRESERVED . THEY BROUGHT, EVEN AS THEY 
PROTESTED ITS CAPRICIOUS ABUSE, AN ABIDING 
RESPECT FOR THE RULE OF LA -- THEY BUILT 
THEASELVES SYSTEMS OF ORDERLY SELF-GOVERNMENT 
EVEN BEFORE THEY ERECTED DRY HOUSES . 

THEY BROUGHT 1 ALSO , TO THIS UNKNO ~ ' 

• 0 

I 

' 
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UNTA.v1ED ' I LDERNESS1 A PROFOUND APPRECIATION Of; 
AND INSISTENCE UPONJ THE DISCIPLINES OF FORMAL 
EDUCATION . AS THEY BUILT CRUDE LOG STOCKADES 
THEY ALSO BUILT SCHOOLROO~S1 AND TH:N OPENED 
THEM TO THE CHILDREN OF THEIR SAVAGE ENE tiES AS 

ELL AS THEIR OWN. 
FINALLY1 THIS POOR PEOPL~ S ~ARCH HALF 

A' ORLD AROUND CARRIED ITH IT A CO i~ON CO ~IT

~ENT TO THE FUTURE 1 TO THE HALF -HU A 1ST, HALF
TH~OLOGICAL IDEA OF THE PERFECTABILITY OF 
SOCI~TY1 THE ENLARGEAENT OF FREEOOf AND THE 
INNATE AND UNI UE 10RTH OF INDIVIDUAL MAN . EACH 
OF YOU1 AS YOU R~CEIVE YOUR DEGREES THIS ~VCN1N~ 
REPRESENT THE LATEST FRUITION OF THIS ANGLO-
A.v1ER I CAN LEGACY OF LA 1 LEARNING, AND LIBERTY . 

~ HEAR A GOOD DEAL THESE DAYS ABOUT A 
"GENERATION GAP" .HIGH IS SUPPOSED TO CUT OFF 
EFFECTIVE CO MUNICATION BETWEEN1 SAY1 THE CLASS 
OF 1935 AN THE CLASS OF 1968 . I A. NOT SURE 
THIS IS ANYTHING ~ORE PROFOUND THAN A NE NA E , 

' 
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FOR A VERY OLD COMPLAINTj PAPA ISN\T AL11AYS 
LISTENING HEN SONNY IS TALKING1 AND VICt VERSA . 
YOUTH AND AGE -- OR FOR THAT .MTTER MALE AND 
FE MLE -- HAVE AL .. AYS GRUMBLED THAT THEY . 
EREN ~ T REALLY UND£RSTOOD BY THE OTHER, AND 
HAT A DULL LIFE IT HOULO BE IF "E AL AYS ERE ! 

YOU CAN REACH ACK INTO THE PAST ABOUT 
3000 YIEARS AND FIND IN THE PROVERBS OF SOLOMON 
PAGE AFTER PAGE OF GOOD ADVICE FROM FATHER TO 
SO ~ ' I THOUT ANY HI NT AS TO . HETHER THE SON 
EVER PAlO ANY ATTENTION .~O 1iJ 

ONE PROVERB THAT STICKS IN ~y MIND1 
HOWEVER -- AND IT IS HONESTLY THE ONLY THING I 

CAN 10 RE. ~Er BER FRO . lY o N BACCALAUREATE -
GOES LIKE THIS ! 

" ISOOM IS THE PRINCIPAL THING : THEREFORE 
GET , ~I SD01~ ! 

"AND 'I TH ALL THY GETT I NGJ GET 
UNDERSTANDING . " 

Nm TH I S I S PRETTY GOOD COUNSEL) C0.~11 NG 

.. 

' 
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FRO SOLO ~0 t, · HO AS REPUTED TO BE THE ' I SEST 
MAN OF ALL Tl ME -- THOUGH 1\ VE AL 'AYS -10NOERED 
HO~ YOU COULD SAY THAT ABOUT ANYONE HO HAD 
700 . IVES AND 300 PLAY·, TES IN ONE PALACE . YOU 
HAVE TO AD~IT 1 THOUGH , THAT SUCH A HOUSEHOLD 
DOES CALL FOR A LOT OF UNDERSTANDING . 

I THOUGHT I\ 0 SEE 'HETHER SOLO.~ON) S 
ADVICE TO HIS SON HAS ANY RELEVANCE FOR TOOAY\S 
GRADUATING SENIORS . SO I ASKED ONE OF MY YOUNGER 
GENERATION coNSULTANTs, , HO STILL co~MUNICATES 
FAIRLY SUCCESSFULLY1 HAT IT MEANT TO Hlh1: 

" · I SDO. IS THE PRINCIPAL TH I NG ! THEREFORE 
GET ·I SOO. ,: 

"AND ·q TH ALL THY GETT I NG 1 GET UNDER 
STANDING . " 

HIS ANS~'ER AS NOT LONG IN CO I NG . 
"I GUESS THAT ~EANS1 LIKE1 FIRST YOU 

GET 'ITH ITj BU~l~l~~~T ITH IT -- GET 
INTO IT!" +SfTHE WAY HE TRANSLATE[} li . 

NOT BAD . I DOUBT THAT IT •ILL REPLACE . 

' . 

' 
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THE K I NG JA1v1ES · RENDER I NG) OR EVER GO VERY I G 
IN THe SU~OAY SCHOOLS . BUT 1l ;1 GOING TO TOSS 
IT ACROSSfiGENERATION GAP TO YOU TODAY1 FRO~ 

SOLO~ON AND ~E1 30 YE~RS OR 30 CENTURIES GIVE 
OR TAKE A LITTLE1 AND~HOPE YOUl LL RE~EMBER IT . 

"DONlT JUST GET ITH IT -- GET INTO IT . " 
I CAN AL~OST HEAR SO, OF YOUR FATHERS 

Ar.ID ~OTHERS .IH I SPER I NG : N HAT ON EARTH IS 
HE TELLING THE~ -- THEY 1RE ALREADY ESSING INTO 
A LOT ~ORE THINGS THAN THEY OUGHT TO BE . jliE 
AL AYS HEARD THAT JERRY FORD AS A NICE) SOLID 
TYPE AND HERE HE IS TALKING LIKE THAI!J 

AND OlD I HEAR STILL ANOTHER ~HISPER ~ 
YtAHJ 'HAT HAVE 'E GOT TO GET INTO -

THE AR~Y? 'HO DO YOU THINK YOU )RE KIDDING 
A OUT LA A D LEARNING A D LIBERTY ? 'E \VE HAD 
TOO MUCH OF THE FIRST1 JUST ABOUT ENOUGH OF THE 
SECOND1 A '0 ·or VERY ~UGH OF THE THIRD . YOU 
AND ALL THE POLITICIANS .1HO HAVE BEEN RU' 'lNG 

THINGS EVER SINCE E ERE BORN HAVE REALLY ~oE · 

.. 

, 
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A v1ESS Of IT. SO NO' jvou JANT US /To GET INTO 

IT I I TH YOU • 
. ELL1 E ARE IN Ul TE A v'fSS1 THAT1 S 

CERTAIN . I SUPFOSE I COULD DUCK THIS BY 
SAYING l l V~ BEa:.N IN THE I 'OR I TY vlOST OF THE 
YEARS l lVE BEEN IN CONGRESS, SO DON)T BLA~E 
~ · THAT ON\ T 001 Of COURSE . ALL ADULT 

AMERICANS HAVE TO ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY1 AT 
LEAST SO,£ RESPONSIBILITY1 FOR THE AY THINGS 
ARE; B~CAUSE AS THEODORE ROOSEVELT PUT IT 
BLUNTLY ! 

"THE GOVERN ~ENT IS us; ~ ARE THE 
GOVERN V1ENT, YOU AND I • " AI 

-- - ~AP B£Et~ 
ANOTHER PRES I ENT; HO WAS At38 A 

PROFESSO~ SAl 0 IT A LONGER 'AY.! 
"GOVERNMENT 1 " SA I 0 'OODRO J ' I LSON 1 "IS 

tVlEREL Y AN ATTE.~PT TO EXPRESS THE CONSCIENCE OF 
EVERYBODY1 TH~ AVERAGE CONSCIENCE OF THE NATIO ~ 
IN THE RULES THAT EVERYBODY IS CO .~ANDED TO 
08EY . THAT IS ALL IT IS . IF THE GOVERN.~ENT IS , 

.. 
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GOING FASTER THAN THt PUBLIC CONSCIENCE/ IT 
' ILL PRESENTLY HAVE TO PULL UP; IF IT IS NOT 
GOING AS FAST AS TH~ PU LIC CONSCIENCE, IT ILL 
PRESENTLY HAVE TO BE 'HIPPED UP . " 

THE TRUTH OF .. ILSON 1S DEFINITION IS 
NO HERE ~ORE EVIDENT THAN IN THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES, .. HICH IS HY SERVING THERE _IS 
SO RE' ARDING . CONGRESS IS OFTEN THE SCAPEGOAT 

' 

FOR THE S I NS OF A.V1ER I CAN SOC I ETY BECAUSE CONGRESS 
~ THE PEOPLE IN .altbRqbos, • THIS YEAR AND EVERY 

T~O YEARS EGO HO~E TO THE PEOPLE 'HO SENT US 
TO ASHINGTON AND DO "HAT ~ANY OF YOU HAVE BEEN 
DOING -- StEING ABOUT A JOB . IF THEY LIKE THE 
dAY E1 Vr:.. EEN ACTING FOR THEf A '0 SPEAKING UP 
FOR THEM THEY HIR~ US FOR ANOTHER T~'O -YEAR 

vONTRACT1 BUT IF THEY DON 1T -- THAT 1S ALL1 
BROTHER ! IF YOU DO~ T GET GOVERNMENT THAT 
SERVES YOU BEST OUT OF THIS ARRANGEMENT YOU AT 
LEAST GET THE KIND THAT SERVES YOU RIGHT; AS 
GOOD AS YOU DESERVE . 

. . 

' 



- 13-

BUT IS THIS GOOD ENOUGH TO COME TO 
GRIPS ITH TODAY }S CHALLENGES ? 

NO~ FRANKLY, IT IS NOT . 
ITHOUT ANTING TO STRIKE A PARTISAN 

NOTE IT)S ~RELY A FACT OF RECENT HISTORY THAT 
MY PARTY GAINED 47 SEATS IN THE HOUSE T~O YEARS 
AGO . ~J NEEDED REINFORCE vENTS BADLY_, E 
REJO I CEO IN THE QUA, T I TY J UT EVEN .V10RE IN THE 
WUAL I TY OF THE 1VlEN AND 'OMEN HO JOINED OUR 
RANKS -- MANY OF THEM NOT TOO FAR FROM THEIR 
OWN COLLEGE CO ~ENC~~ENTS . 

THESE HARD-ORIVING1 ENTHUSIASTIC AND 
TOUGH - · INDED YOUNG LEGISLATORS NOT ONLY BROUGHT 
THE INSIGHTS AND INITIATIVES OF A NE 1 BREED OF 
POLITICIAN TO OUR DEBATESJ ALREADY THEY HAVE 
LEFT THEIR MARK ON THE CONGRESS . THEIR EXTRA 
VOTES .: NO PERSISTENT PRESSURES HELPED TO CREATE 
A NE.t CODE OF OFFICIAL CONDUCT FOR THE HOUSE1 

TO GREATLY IMPROVE AND STRENGTHEN ANTI -CRirE 
AND vONSU .v1ER PROTECT I ON LA S I TO EXPOSE 'ASTE 

' 
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A 0 CORRUPTION IN THE POVERTY AND FOREIGN AID 
PROGRAMS1 TO FOCUS ATTENTION ON URBAN NEEDS1 
TO DEMAND LONG OVERDUE REFOR~S IN THE MACHINERY ~ 

OF CONGRESS ~D THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH, TO 
1~NTION ONLY A FE AREAS OF THEIR ACTIVITY . 

THE YOUNGER MEN AND OMEN CO~ING UP IN 
"ASHINGTON ARE NOT ONLY ITH IT1 THEY ARE lli 
IT -- AND E ARE AITING TO ELCO~E MORE . BUT 
OBVIOUSLY, IT ILL REQUIRE ~ORE THAN JETTER AND 

OE?-\-L 
BOLDER LEAOERSH I P FRO' 1 GOVERW~ENT TO ~W£ I TH I 

THE PROBLE~S JHAT FACE US . IF ~y GENERATION HAS 
LEARNED NOTHING ELSE IN THE POSTGRADUATE SCHOOL 
OF EXPERI~NCE IT MUST BE THAT GOVERNMENT CAN DO 
ONLY SO MUCH1 THAT SI~PLY PASSING LA 'S THAT 
PROt I SE EASY SOL..UT l,ONS AND RA I S I NG TAXES TO 
REDISTRIBUTE THE GREAT EALTH OF THIS COUNTRY 
vANNOT BEGIN TO COPE ITH HAT ARE ESSENTIALLY 

10RAL AND INDIVIDUAL PROBLE~SJ INDEED 7 GOVERN 
~ENT ACTION CAN COMPOUND THE~ . 

LOOK AT THE GRAVE ISSUES \HIGH FACE 

' 
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I • 
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0UR NATION AND EACH OF US TODAY . ALL OF THE ·1 

HEN YOU THINK ABOUT IT SERIOUSLY1 ARE AT THE 
VERY CORE/~ORAL CONCERNS. THE PROS AND CONS OF 
THESE QUESTIONS ARt. FUNOA;~1ENTALL Y v10RAL ARGU ~EN~ 
AND ~ER HAPS TH Is t.XPLA I NS I 'HY DEBATE HAS BECO -1E 
SO IMPASSIONED AND EVEN VIOLENT . 

TAKE THE '~JAR lN VIETNAM. THIS IS A 
MAJOR NATIONAL CONCERNJ PROBABLY THE CHIEF 
CON~ERN OF YOUNG AMERICANS . LET THERE BE NO 
DOUIJT ON ONE PO I NT -- 1~JE ALL, EVERY ONE OF US_, 

OULD 1v1UCH RATHER J1AKE LOVE THAN AR . TH IS AR 
IS UNPOPULAR) BUT I DOUBT VERY ~UCH THAT THE 
UNITED STATES HAS EVER HAD A REALLY POPULAR 

AR -- EVEN THE 'AR ITH SPAIN HAD ITS AFTER 
MATH OF DISILLUSIONMENT . THE YEAR I JAS 
GRADUATED FROn; THE UNIVERSITY OF I CHI GAN 'AS 
TH£ YEAR ADOLF HITLER SEIZED ALL PO 'ER IN 
GERMANY -- AND MY GENERATION DIDN\T LIKE THE 
PROSPECT OF AR DISRUPTING OUR LIVES ANY ORE 
THAN YOURS . BUT THE NAT I ON ~AET THAT CHALLENGE , 

' . 
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SUCCESSFULLY ECAUSE A~ERICA' S 10RAL CO .. ITMENT 
TO TH~ CAUSE OF HUMA DECENCY AS CLEAR, AND ~E 

SA IT CLEARLY . VE FOUGHT THAT 'AR FOR YOU -
EVEN THOUGH YOU DID~T·YET EXIST . 

THE MORAL 0 I LE ~~A OF VI ETNA ~ IS .~UCH 

~V10RE D I FF I CULT . ITS ,V1AGN I TUDE I S J.EASUREO BY 
THE CRUEL FACT THAT JUST LAST ~wEEK1 EVEN i I TH 
PEACE TAL,S GOING ON -- 43 YOUNG A i RICA'S 

ERE KILLED IN ACTION IN VI:TNA 1 ~ORE THAN 
GROVE CITY COLLEGE ~ILL GRADUATE HERE TODAY . 
IT HAS BtCO l~ A CLICHE TO SAY THAT ~E ARE 
BOGGED Offi 1N IN A AR JE CANNOT IN AND CANNOT 
LOSE1 THAT THERE IS 10 AY OUT . THIS NATION 
.~AS THE: l~ATER I AL STRENGTH AN HUMAN RESOURCES 
TO DO AN YTH I NG IT SETS I TS . ~ I D T ,· 'HAT I S 
LAC I NG IS TH~ CLEAR ~ORAL CO~. tl Tf~ENT OF OUR 
PEOPLE TO A COURSE OF ACTION THAT IS BOTH 
REASONABLE AND RIGHT 1 AND E HAVE NEITHER NOt' . 

THE TASK OF LEADERSHIP IS TO SET SSCH 
A COURSE . THE TASK OF CITIZENS IS TO ~KE SUCH . 

, 
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A co:·IT~,E 1T. IN ONE 'AY OR ANOTHER1 I SAY TO 
TH~ CLASS OF l v68 TO GET I~TO IT . .E ARE THE - --
GOVER .v1ENT r YOU AND I • NOBODY IS GOING TO GET 
US OUT OF THIS MESS tXCEPT OURSELVES . 

TAKE CRIME AND LA LESS ESS1 RIOTS AND 
ISORDERS . ALREADY1 THIS LOO~S AS A LARGER 

NATIONAL ISSUE THAN THE 'AR1 AND ALREADY IT 
DIRECTLY AFFECTS ~RE AMERICANS . HALF THE 
. ·o. ~EN I N TH IS COUNTRY ARE AFRA I 0 TO ~ ALK ALONE 
AT NIGHT IN THEIR 01N NEIGHBORHOODS -- AND NO 

ONDER1 SO.JIEONE IS ~URDERED IN COLD BLOOD t:VERY 
1 I I NUTES AND A SEXUAL ATTAC.< OCCURS EVERY 

19 I 'UTES1 ON THE AVERAGE . 
THE CRI\,E RATE IS RISING EIGHT Tl ~ES AS 

FAST AS THE POPULATION . I THE TI~E 11 VE BEEN 
TALK I G heve. THERE HAVE EEN SIX ROBBERIES 
AND NINE AGGRAVATED ASSAULTS SO fl.E 1HERE I ' 
A ~RICA . THEY SAY IN ASHI GTON ITIS SO AD 
EVEN T E PURS: -SNATCHERS AN ~UGGERS ONLY .ALK 
IN PAIRS . 

' 
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t:VERY OTHER A lfR I CAN NO_. 0 'S A GUN 1 

AND AD .. ITS IT . ~ORE ALAR.~ I NG 1 ~ LAST 
AUGUST ONLY 27~ 0F THESE GUN -0 NERS SAID THEY 
~aULD USE THEIR EAPON.AGA INST ANOTHER PERSON 

' 

I ' Tl E EVC:NT OF A RIOT; NO'J 7Z SAY THEY J D SHOOT 
UNO- SUCH C I RCUMSTA CES . fui 'TOUCHED ~y Tl'E 
POLLSTERS ARE THOS: HO ARE <ILLI G JUST FOR 
K I CKS I OR Oll£R .. ;:::r 'TALLY S I CK .AOTI VE~ 

OF COURSE THERE 1S A OIFFERE CE BET~EE~ 
OROI ARY CRI INAL ACTIVITIES AND THE RIOTS AND 
ARSON AN 0 LOOT I, G THAT S~ EPT i~ORE THA.' 125 
CIT I ES I 1 ONE , EEK LAST APRIL . BUT THE 
DISTI 'CTION IS lOT SO PRECISE AS 0 E IGHT THI . ~ 
IT AS ONE "ORDI ARY" CRII.E -- .~URDER -- THAT 
TRIGGERED THE "EXTRA-ORDINARY" RACIAL EXPLOSIO' 
T,. T rOLL 'j ._o; A '0 TH T SPAS OF A ARCHY A 
D~STRUCTIO 'AS CO. OSED OF THOUSANDS OF 
I NSTANvt.S OF T~E "ORO I ~1 ARY" CR I t1ES OF BURGLARY, 
THEtT1 ARSO r ASSAULT AND ~URDER . 

JHAT ALL THESE FOR/aS OF LA LESSNESS AND' 

' . 
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VI OLENC£ HAVE I 1 co·~ .. 0 ·1 ~ 1ETHER I i DARK ALL,..Y 

OR I~ FRONT OF .E SR!:EL CA.! RAS J I BROAD DAY

LIGHT OR IN THE ACADE .. t I C HALLS OF IVY x [S THE 

BRt:AKDOV: OF THE ~ORAL. VALUES AN;; THE BOUNDARIES 

AROUtD bEHAVIOR Y HIGH SOCIETY JUSTIFIES AND 

ROTECTS ITSELF. 

THUS THIS ATI ONAL CONCERN OJ ER CR I. 1E 

1 s . Lso., AT THE coRE_, A ·,oRAL TTC: • 1 T HAS 

EEI PROVED .TI ~E AN AGAIN THAT CO GRESS CANNOT 

L~G I SLATE ;.~ORAL I TY J ONLY I N AN I · tRFECT SE SE 

CAN IT REINFORCE AND OEFINE1 AS 'ILSON SAID1 

TH~ AVERAGE CO SCIENCE OF THE NATION . TO SAY 

THAT GOVERN, 1t.NT IS BASED UPON THE CONSE,JT OF 

THE GOVERNED IS TO STOP TOO SHORT; IT IS NOT 

ENOUGH THAT A MAJORITY OF CITIZENS CONSENT TO A 

LA ~ AND AGREE TO OBEY IT THE!tSELVES . THAT 

SA tt. PREPONOt:RANCE OF THE PEOPLE v1UST CO IT 

THEr"~SEL VES TO THE .~ORAL PR I C I PLE THAT ALL LA ' 

~UST BE OBEYED . 

THE TASK OF L:AD~RSHIP IS TO TRANSLATE . 

' . 

' 



-20-

THE NATIONAL CONSCIENCE INTO EFFECTIVE LAS 
A' TO ENFORCE THOSE LA S FIR~LY BUT FAIRLY 
AGAINST OFFENDERS . THE TAS< OF CITIZENS IS 
TO ~A ,'E TH~ I R BROAD co I d T~~ENT TO THE RULE OF 
LA . CLEAR AND UNE~UIVOCAL AN TO USE THE READY 
ELECTORAL1 LEGISLATIVE AND JUDICIAL ~ECHANIS~ S 

TO CHANGE SUCH SPECIFIC LA .S AS SEE· . TO THE 
UN ISE OR UNJUST . SO I SAY AGAIN TO THE CLASS 
OF 19681 GET INTO IT . _1 ARE THE GOVERNf~ENT I YOU 
AND I. NOBODY IS GOING TO GET US OUT OF THIS 
Lss EXCEPT ouRsELVES . 

THE LAST GREAT NATIONAL CONCERN I SHALL 
vENT I ON TODAY IS I NFLAT I 0 't AND YOU .~A Y JONOER 
HO I Awa GOI G TO , KE ~CONO .ICS A nORAL ISSUE . 
YOUR PROFESSORS AND PARE TS ARE PERHAPS ~OR~ 

TROUBLED Y CO TINUOUSLY RISING PRIG~ ~ RISitG 
TAXES1 Rl Sl 'G INTEREST RATES THAN YOU HAVE 
BEE • THE DOLLAR DRAIN HAS BEEN1 FOR SO~E OF 
YOU1 A . PRO LE~ EST SOLVED BY . COLLECT PHON~ 
CALL TO DEAR OL DAD . AND EVEN "HEN YOU \RE 

' . 

' 
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HOLDING DO\N A JOB IN COLLEGEJ IF I RE~El ER 
RIGHTLY1 YOU DONIT HANG ONTO ~y DOLLAR BILL 
LONG ENOUGH TO REALIZE IT 1S LOSI ~G ITS VALUE . 

BUT I ALSO SUSPECT A LOT OF YOU1 IN 
CONS I DERING . I CH JO LOOKS BEST 1 HAVE HAD 
OCCASION TO CO~PARE THE FRINGE ENEFITS AND 
VARIOUS ENSION PLANS AND PROFIT-SHARING 
SYSTE-~S H I CH TODAY ~ S E.APLOYERS USE TO ATRRACT 
THr.. ABLEST GRADUATES A~D KEEP THE .i ONCE THEYJ RE 
ON THE PAYROLL . ·. Y E YOU F I GUR:::D YOUR CAREER 

OUL E BRIGHTER I TH ONE CO,lAPA. Y RATH:R T ~AN 
A OTH~R1 EVEN THOUGH THE STARTING SALARY AS A 
LITTLE L~SS1 BECAUSE OF T~ESE PROVISIONS FOR 
YOUR FUTURE SECURITY A •o THAT OF YOUR FA.11LY . 

YOU 'OULONIT HAVE ANY DOUBT THAT IT AS 
A fAORAL ISSUE IF 1 AFTER GIVING THE BEST YEARS 
OF YOUR LIFE TO THAT EMPLOYER1 YOU JERE TOLD 
'HEN YOU REACH THE ·. GE OF 50 OR SO THAT T~EYl D 

SPENT THE AO 1EY1 YOUR CONTRI UTIO S AS 1 ELL 1 
ON SO.~ETH I tG LS:1 SO ·au \ 0 HAVE TO GET ALONG 

' 
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0N HALF TH~ PENSION THEY•o PRO ISED YOU IN 
1 "8 . 

IS IT A JY 0 I FFERENT .iHEN THE GOVER~'. nENT 
DO~S THIS TO EV:RY 0 Y? AND THIS IS EXACTLY 
·HAT GOVERN, ENT HAS DONE1 AND IS STILL DOING . 
IF AUNT JANi:: GAVE YOU A SAVINGS BOND -- "HAT 
DO THEY CALL THEL NO 1 PEACE BONDS ? -- 'JHEN YOU 

GRADUATED FRO.v1 HIGH SCHOOL1 LET nc. BREAK THE 
BAD NE S -- INTEREST A ALL1 IT ISN IT ·oRTH 
AS MUCH TODAY AS "HAT DEAR OLD AUNT JAJt. PAID 
FOR IT IN REAL PURCHASING PO ER . IF tT Js 'RONG 
FOR UNCLE SA(a TO TAKE A FE YEARS OUT OF A 
CITIZEN 1S LIFE AT TH~ START OF IT~ AS SOME YOUNG 
I EOPLE CLA I 11 THE IT l S CERTAINLY r 1' RAL FOR 

UNCLe. SA : TO RUIN THE LAST F ;:~· YEARS OF A 
CITIZEN ~ S LIFE BY STEALING HALF HIS SAVI GS . 
AND THAT lS HAT INFLATION IS ALL ABOUT . 

THE EXPERTS ARN '~ E) RE ON THE BR I NK OF 
TH~ .ORST .ORLD IDE fiSCAL CRISIS SI~CE 1931 . I 
E ~EMBER THAT AS ·•eLL AS YOU RE. 1E ~BER YOUR FIRST 

I , 

' 
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DAY IN COLLEGE -- AND I DON 'T "'ANT IT TO HAPPEN 
AGAIN . BUT ft CAN HAPPE' IF \ E AS A NATION 
FAIL TO rUT OUR FISCAL HOUSE IN ORDE ~ IF E 
HESITATE TOO LONG TO TAKE THE NASTY ECO O.viiC 
"EDICINE EVERY DOCTOR HAS PRESCRIBED . THIS 
COU TRY IS RICH AND PRODUCTIVE EYO' THE 
tiLDEST I~AGININGS OF THE ~EN HO BUILT THIS 

COLLEGE . OUR ECON01 ~y CA "AFFORD" ANYTH I NG . E 
,'EED A D l~UCH THAT E REALLY DON l T NEED J BUT I T 
CANNOT GIVE US EVERYTHING E ~ANT AND EVERYTHING 
~ ~UST HAVE AN DO ALL THESE THINGS AT THE 

SA·~:. Tl ~ . ~ 
11ElA.RE GOI 'G TO HAVE .rQ} SET PRIORITIES 

FOR OUR NATIO AL U DERTAKINGS EXACTLY AS YOU 
HAVE HAD TO SET PRIORITIES FOR STUDYING FOR 
tlr ALSJ 'RITI G TER APERS1 DATI G A '0 DANCING 
A 0 DEMONSTRATI, G AND :HATEVER ELSE SENIORS DO 
THESE DAYS . A SOUND DOLLAR DOES Jr TURN 
~VERY ODY OJ EP.OTIO ALLY LIKE THE DEADLY "AR IN 
VIETNAr~ AND THE CRI,V1£ RAGING IN OUR CITIESJ BUT 

t • 
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IT TOO DE A.JOS CIT I ZEN CO, , 'I Tr~E 'T AND 
E L I Gl 'TE t:D LEADERSHIP . IT TOO IS SO.v1ETH I NG 
THE CLASS OF lv~n OUGHT TO GET INTO . E ARE 
THE GOVERN ENT~ YOU AD I • . OBOOY IS GOING TO 
GET US OUT OF THIS ~ESS EXCEPT OURSELV~S . 

"HY DO I KEEP TELLING YOU TO GET 
Cur' I TTE ~ TO BEco· u:. I 'VOLVED1 OT JUST TO GET 

ITH IT UT TO GET INTO IT . I' VE VISITED 22 
COLLEGE A 0 UNIVERSITY CA~PUSES ALREADY THIS 
YEAR AD I K. 0 V~RY 'ELL THATIS JUST iHAT YOU 
I ·TEND TO 0. I A~ PERFECTLY A.w ARt. OF : •• AT 
THIS G: 'ERATIO~ OF STUDE TS IS LIKE A '0 11 NOT 
CONFUSED BY THE A 'TICS OF A 1 Ia 1n\t1ATURE ~A 'DFUL 

HO BANG THEIR HEADS ON THE FLOOR OR THREATEN 
TO HOLD THEIR BREAT~ IF TH~Y CA llT HAVE THEIR 
.. AY -- OR DO :} T GET E JQUGH ATTENTION . 1\ I ~JORE 

' I TH SE 1• ~ .c CARTHY J S YOU G VOLUNTEER ' ORKERS 
THA I A.~' ITH HIS POLITICS,~ TO BE HONEST~ UT 
I ' O RATHER YOU ALL E, T OUT AND ORKED TO ~L~CT 

DE: . CRATS T. A ' .GO_ OUT TO STOR , THE PE1 TA~o, ~ 1 DO .. 

. . 
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LOODY. ATTLE ' I TH THE POLICE 1 OR SHOUT 0 ' ' 
THOS:: 'I TH ~HO. l YOU 0 I SSE 'T . 

YOU ARE GRADUAT I 'G FRO COLLEG::: I A 
PRESIDENTIAL CA.~PAIGN YEAR1 A '0 '~ILE THIS IS 

-HID E Y A LOT OF FU~ AND ~OOPLA THE. E ARE 
GRAV~ AN v 1 TAL c· ~o 1 cEs TO E nAoc: 'EXT NOVE:. ER 
THAT ILL AFFECT YOUR LIVES VERY DIRECTLY . 
DO lT JUST GET ITH IT -- GET I TO IT . 

I RECE TLY GOT A LOOK AT A VERY 
EXTENSIVE SURVEY ;~DE Y THE GALLUP POLL FOR TlE 
A,~ RICA HERITAGE FOU 1DATIO 0. THE ATTITU ES 
A 0 POLITICAL OPI ·10 S OF YOUNG A~ERICANS AG~O 
21 THROUGH 2 • UGH OF IT HASNIT EEN PU LISHE~ 

0 IT1S AS FULL OF SURPRISES A CO TR ICTIONS 
AS YOUTH ITSELF . 

FIRST1 YOU~'G PEOPLE Ll E TO THINK OF ·. 
T E v1SELVES AS "I DEPENDE TS" I POLITICS -
THIS CATEGORY OUT'U. ~RS OTH REPU Ll ANSA D 
E ,OCRATS A1 A;QNG COLLEGE GRADUATES IT A OUTS 

TO 4 P.:.R Ct. T. YOUNG 1E AR- ORE I E E ~DE T .. 

' . 
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THAN YOUNG :o vlE -- 11.. SPEAK I G STRICTLY OF 
POLITICS -- AJD1 CURIOUSLY1 THOSE TRADITIO AL 

ASTIO. S OF nE ~OCRATIC AN RE U LIC STRE 'GTH~ 
THE SOUTH AND i I o· 'EST_, . TURa' OUT THE I OST 
I 'DE E DENT 20-YE R -OLDS . 

I 1 THIS AGE GROUP T\:0 -THIRDS EX RESSED 
CONSIDERA LE INTEREST IN OLITICS, A 0 T~IS ROSE 
TO 0 PERC~ TON THE COLLEG~ CA· USES . rORT! -ONE 
E C T SAID THEYID E ILLIG TO VOLU'TE~R FOR 

CA ~ A I G ~'OR ' A ' 42 PERCE lT OULD K I CK I ~ $5 
tOR THEIR FAVORITE CA~DIDATE OR PARTY -- A LOT 
BETTER 0 BOTH COUNTS THAN TH~IR AFFLUE ·T A D~ 
COAPLAC~NT ELOwRS . 

BUT THEN .~HE IT CO J1ES TO THE S I LEST 
Tt.ST OF POLITI CAL CO ·n I Tr~ENT -- VOT I 'G I A 

RESIDe. TIAL ELECTION -- YOU DO l T CO\!lE OFF SO 
~'t:LL . TOO OFTE 'J "I NDEPENDE T" REALLy I [A 1S 
"I 10 I FFERE T. " '~~~E 1 A RC:COR 5 PERCE ~T Of 
THE ELI G I LE tLECTO. ATE VOTED I ' T E CL I FFHA 'GER 
KE ~£DY - IXO CO TEST OF 1960} Q LY 5 PERCE~T . 

, 
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0F THOSE I ' "THEIR Tt T 1.:s TUR 'ED OUT . IN , 64 

THE R:CORD ~AS SLIGHTLY ORSE . 
THIS YEAR1 ALTHOUGH IT S EARLY IN THE 

G 1E1 ONLY 48 PERCENT OF THOSE IN THE 21 TO 2 

BRAC.<ET . RE REG I STEREO TO VOTE IN THE PREC I ~cr 
~HERE THEY LIVE . FOR ALL THEIR EXPRESSED 
I TERt:ST 1 FOR ALL THEIR INVOLVE :lENT .I TH 
EXCITING CAUSES AND FOR ALL THEIR I EALS~ ONLY 
ABOUT 13 ILL I 0~.. YOUNG A,,1ER I CANS ARE ACTUALLY 
~XPECTED TO CAST THEIR ALLOTS THIS YEAR . 

SURf~ YOU GET BUSY1 DOING YOUR JO 1 
STARTING A HO iE1 10V I. G AROUND ~ 3UT THAT) S •HY I 

K.:EP HARPING 0 ~y THE.'~E : GET INTO IT} AND STAY 

IN . 
IF YOU OON \T LIKE TH ."AY IT IS_, DO 

SO.iTHING ABOUT IT . ~AY E YOU OON~ T ANT TO 
~AKE PUQLIC SERVICE YOUR CAREER, OR EVER RUN FOR 
ELECTIVE OFFICE . UT THERE ARE A ·. ILL I ON "'AYS 
-ACH OF YOU CAN UPGRADE THE STANDARDS OF 
OLITICS AND THt UALITY OF GOVER ~~E~T AT EVERY, 

' . 
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LEVEL . YOU CA \ T ALL E PRESIDENT OF THE 

U I TE STATES1 · UT PRO ABLY ALL OF YOU 'HO .. A 'T 
. 

TO AOLY E 'OUGH TO ORK AT IT COUL E PR~SID~NT 
OF A SCHOOL BOARD1 OR CHAIR~~ 1 OF A COU 1TY 

CE TRAL COi n11 TTEE . A ~0 RE ~E ~BER 1 I F YOU DONl T 

YOU CA E SURE sor,1E I 0 I OT . ILL GET THE JO A '0 

DO VERYTHING 1RO~G . ODY IS G I G TO GET US 

OUT OF Td I S ~ESS EXCEPT OURS:L VES . •E ARE TH~.. 

GOVERN.~E. TJ YOU AN I • 

ONE FINAL ORO AS ONE HO HAS SO.~E 

EXPERIE 'Ct. :ITH ~I '0RITY STATUS . I HOPE d E IS 

TE ORARY1 UT YOURS IS PER~A E T. YOU ARE 

ABOUT TO JOIN THE OLDEST INORITY I THE . ORLO --

THOSE ~ 0 HAVE THE RA I ~S AND TH- 0 I SCI PL I 'ES 

OF EDUCATION THAT ENA LE THE 1 TO GIVE 

CIVILIZATI ' A LITTLE IT IDRE THA THEY TA'E 

FR01 IT . 

TH~ EDUCATIONAL EXPLOSIO I THIS 

COUNTRY HAS BEEN rAR ·, RE SIG'IFICA 1T THAN A 1Y 

NUCLEAR BLAST . IN 1900 ALL THE I 'ST I TUT I ONS OF . 

' 
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I GH-R L~AR I NG I 1 A ~ERICA A ARDED 271 1 0 

Di:GREES 1 0 L Y 51237 TO 0 ~E~' . HE I RECE I VED 

~y 01 PLO ~A AT AN AR OR1 TdE CO I ED CLASS OF 

1 35 AS 1 EARLY FIVE Tl ES THAT LARGE1 T~O -FIFTHS 

OF TH 0 E. • YOU ARE A 'G AN ESTI MTED 

73 1000 SE I ORS GRADUAT I ~'G TH I S SPR I N ~ A OTHER 

FOURFOLD I CREASE . THERE STILL ARE~ I T ~UITE 

ENOUGH G I RLS TO GO AROU '0 -- I TH I ' THEY SEE 

TO THAT . 

UT ': AC ELORS OF ARTS D ALL LIVIa G 

A~~RICA S HO HAVE EAR ED A COLLEGE 0 GR~E STILL 

A.~OU T TO 0 L Y A OUT 11 Pc.RCE 'T OF THt. ADULT 

POPULAT I 0 • - ARE ST I LL I . TH I OR I TY AND 

AR LIKELY TORE ~IN TIERE ALL OUR DAYS . SO 

LETlS TA E AS OUR OTTO " UIL01 1 A 1 BU L !" 
I STEAD OF " UR A Y UR I " I I • T~Y 

LET' s UILO 0 n.: SOLID TRIAD OF LA J 

L-ARNI G A Ll £RTY -- OT FOR OU. CESTORS\ 

SAKES1 BUT FOR OUR D~SCE DENTS. LET ls OT 
UENCH T - ~ £L AND THE I SSE 'TER I U ; ECAUSE 

, 
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0UR FATHERS ERE REBELS A '0 DISSC TERS A~ SO 
·;ILL OUR CHIL· R: ~ . BUT LETIS BUILD I STEAD 
OF BURN1 ~ORK INSTEAD OF WRtCK AND HELP INSTEAD 
Or HATE . 

JOHN ST~ I 'BECK I ~ "THE GRAPES OF ATH" 
ROTE Th. T., ALO E IN THE UNIVERSE1 "v1A GRO S 
EYO D HIS OR ~ AL,S UP Tl E STAIRS OF HIS 

CO~ CEPTS 1 Et 1C:RGES AHEAD OF HI S ACCOr PL ISH ~ENTS . " 

YOU HAVE FIN I SHED THE ·.0 OF THE 
CLASSROO ~ YOU HAVE SORTED OUT YuUR CONCEPTSJ 
AND NO\ C01 ~ES THE T I .1t: FOR ACC· n L ISH ~E 'T . 

CO.\ff OlJ A.1EAD 1 CLASS OF 1 ~ J Ar·'D GOO E 
• J I TH YOU . 

- E 0 -

.. 

, 




