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lAFAYETTE COLtEGE ••• NOTES 

1t/fg-
D.. AMERICA HAS OOME TO A CROSSROAIS IN VJETNAM, AND PRES. JOHNSON HAS TAKEN THE 

RIGHT TtJRN. 

A. DECISIONr!D TO BE MADE t·llETHER TO HOLD U.S. TROOP STRENGTH AT ROUGHLY THE 

EXISTING LEVEL OR ESCALATE IT BY 1001 000 OR 200,000. 

B. THE PRESIIENT{UIIIII~SET THE CEILING AT~.j;~IGURE WHICH INDICATES 
,....--.._ 

NO~INTENTION TO MAKE ANY FURTHER8 SUBSTANTIAL U.S. TROOP INCRE SES TN 
IEFENSE SECRETARY CLARK · CLlFFORD NON HAS AFFlRMED THE CHA.NGE IN ~:LICY 

VIE'INAM. /(The new ceiling is 5491500. This is the old figure of' 525,000' 
THE lEFINITE PLAN TO DE-ESCALATE U.s. INVOL VEI£NT IN THE VIETNAM WAR AND 

plus 11,000 Marines and airborne troops airlifted to Vietnam some weeks ago, 
TO SPEED UP THE EQUIPPING OF SOUTH VIETNAMESE F0RCES' SO THAT THIY CAN TAKE 

plus a mwly announced figure or 13,500 su~ _. ~ops. ) 
OVER MORE OF TIE BURlEN AND WE CAN BEGIN 'ro "PHASE OUT." THE JOIINSON*Ir:MPHREY 

ADMINISTRATION HAS mEVIOUSLY TALKED OF SHIFTnlG THE BURDEN TO THE SOUTH 

VIETNAMESE BUT HAS PAIDIX O~LY LIP SERVICE TO SUCH AIMS . LET US HOPi. Tim 
NOW MEANSX BUSINESS. 

2/ LIFAYETTE NOTES 

- -.-
TI'B~:i!l8::1l41Qic::l!l:lh~n..t~ Dis IUW ••• 

1ft IB I TIM Wil8 I 1!1114 !t'J !ITT !Qps QF !IR mw!EJ m SQBZI'II ry=gu Qf?lli I ---~~:ffiTO ilSiiFW,it~te. 

r:Jii.~ HAS MAl!! IT CLEAR TIIAT-SOWI.'HVIETNAM ~ IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS 

.q; IX WIU. SURVIVE AS Jiii7;-A FREE ANte IN1EPENIENT NATION ONLY IF THE PEOPLE 

HAVE THE Wn.t AND CAPACITY TO MAKE IT so. THIS- I HAVE FREQUEN'I!.Y POINTED OUT. 

III. LBJ'S PEACE INITIATIVE IS WELCOME BUT RAISES TROOBLESOME QUESTIONS . 

A. IT COM!:S AT A TIME WHEN SOME $00,000 SOUTH VIETNAMESE HAVE BEEN RENIERED 

HOMELESS BY THE TET OFFENSIVE OF JAN. 31. 

B~ IT COMES AT A Til-E WHEN TH :If- ____ ;;: _: -·- -~ ·::-- . -- . ; 
,--.. 

INITIATIVE IN-. THE VIETNAM 

WAR ~ LIES WITH THE ia a V:rncoNG AN T!-WolE-- NORTH VIETNAMESE. 

, 
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3/ LAFAYETTE NOTES 

...--c. IT •m••• IS UNJERMINED BY THE FACT THAT THE PRESDENT SIMULTANEOUSLY 

· ~OUNCED HIS DECISION NOT TO SEEK llfELECTION ••• IN '~THER VORD.,.., IT'S 

v~ A LAME WCK PEACE~FFENSIVE. 
0~ D. HANOilt MAY~DECIDE IT IS. BETTER TO WAIT a -IN THE IDPE 'mAT BCBBY 

KENNE!lr OR GENE 'ilM£C~D PRESID~ AND ~y GET A BETTER !BAL. 

IV. THIS IS NOT A~ BOMBING HALT. 
~ 

A. IBJ PROFERLY ~ DID NOT INCilJIE AN AREA NCRTH OF THE ''DMZ" IEEMED 

mAL TO --SAFETY OF U.S.--TROOPS . 

B. ftA.NOI MAY SEIZE ON THIS AS A LOOPHOLE, A REASON NOT TO AGREE TO PEACE TALKS ••• 

AFTER HA VOO EARLIER SAID THAT TALKS IIClJLD BEGIN ONCE THE BOMB:mG sroPPED. 

lt/LIFJ.YE2 
{ ~; TJ~ THIS IDu~ NO; _____ MEAN THAT PEACE WILL QUICKLY FDLL<l'l. 

A. FIGHriNG MAY GO ON F~ IDNTRS OR EVEN YEARS . 
- ~ICAN.'S ,.----.. 

B. AS IN KOREA, THOUSANDS OF.,. MIGHT BE KmED a AFTER THE TALKS BEGIN. 

VI. IT MIST BE ASSUMED THAT LBJ IECISIOON TO !8-:fESCALATE IS A RESULT OF ~ "A TO Z" 

REEVALUATION HE AND HIS TOP AmES HAVE MAIE OF VIETNAM FOLICY . -~ 

VII. SO}£ ARE SAYING JOHNOONH\S TIROWN IN THE • ._ __ 11 TCMEL IN VIE'mAM. 

A. I FEEL CEitTAIN THIS IS NOT TRUE ••• '!HAT FE IS DETERMINED TO ACHIEVE -

vJ. / All HONORABLE PEACE BUT WITHOUT FURTHE ESCALATION OF THE U. S. TROOP COMMITMENT. 

~~~\,:~ikoN MAY 'E L FEEL, IDWEVER, THAT HIS FOLICY OF GRAIJJAL ESCALATIOO OF 
1tf1~ (, ~\lk VI NAM WAR EFFORT HAS BEEN A FAID.1fll1;;-.ft:.T IS MY JU'OOHENT OF HIS POLICY 

1\s Cl-~ UALf .!"(A .i 
.'\ {l~ . J\~ 

, 



5/tAFAYITTE NOTES 

~Atrr7~ :~s~:ZP 11~ ' gun :;)i!!S ' J!IffitW:' '''Illil:5!1& up...,. 

(!. k-<Esrt...::ii~iJ.i~ A<ll:EPT A KENNEDY~CARTHY TllPE 
"' 

SOWTION TO THE VIETNAM WAR. 

vui. ·-~~£flL£1nl~J&*'''"'fi4b5fu 0 
UJ< 

~~~~~(~" 13 Lbf;S- fl • ' flu_, ,'4-<. - yfp--:; A .. t ~~~,C;~ s;. r;J.ri~. 
t~ [~'.) :J OF INmEASED VIETNAM WAR COSTS , 

B~N,;esPELL OU'I: !Vii HIS BUroET SII011IJJ BE REOOCEJlf TO~ 
B. ~ ~ THE BUOOET*CUTTlNG JOB AT OONGRESS ALTOOUGH HE AND UOOET -BUREAUj::~ B~ POSITION TO SAY WHE- THE CUTS S!llULD BE IIAIE. 

C. ~PI "" ~ FOR llll HIGHER TAXES BUT ~ ~R BUIDET CUTS IN 

ORDER TO GENERATE CONGRESSIONAL SUPPCR T FOR A TAX INCREASE. 

6/ LAFAYETTE NOTES 8 r1 G I 
DNI ~-r- ~ V~ ~· 

D. HE AlJ!J.T,.. THU EXPENDITURE OONTROL IS NECESSARY TO SAVE THE DO LIAR BUT 

'REFtlS~ ASSUME DIRECT RESRlNS~TY FOR SUCH ~L. 
II. IT IS DIFFICULT TO SEE RON JOHNOON 1S rECISION NOT TO SEEK REElECTION 

WllL PROWCE UNITY IN THE NATIO •• 

A. THE DIVISIONS WITHIN THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY AND WITHIN THE NATION OVERJI 

DJ.ON~~~;;~~~T~ )~~~ 4r!A-f~t~ 
;:=;£G!:zs~. :~a!-~~:";=· 
<"£?$ sl ,;,~. 

N. THE NATION 11ESPERATELY NEEffi UNITY ••• NOT ONLY ON VIETNAM BUT OTHER KEY -IBI'I!II-Vat 

POOBIEMS. 

. . 

, 



~ WHAT LIES AHEAD BOR THE NATION? 

A. AMERICAN PEOPLE MUST COME ~~THE~-=~~ 
~--A.~ ~I} 

THE RACES ••• WHrrE .. AND BLACK ••• MUST COMMUNICh~ LIVE. -

1. THE 'il. GAP OF GENERATIONS ••• BETTER SCH~LING, TRAINING, JCB S AND 

HOUSING FOR lf~GR<ES •• • MUST BE FTI..LED AS RAPIDlY AS POSSIBLE. 
~ 

2. THIS GAP CAN ONLY BE Flli.ED BY MEN OF GOODVILL, AND ONLY IF Ill" THE 

THE BUSINESS COMHUNITY EXHmi'l'S REAL LEAIERSHIP IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 

GOVERNMENT AT ALL LEVELS, STATE, FEDERAL AND LOCAL. 
< "' c:---..... 

c. UNITED STATES MUST BDZ a- REVISE ITS GalLS AN OOMHITMENTS AND 

~ ITS AFPRoACH TO PRCBLEM*SOLVING BOTH AT HOME AND ABROAD. 

8/W'AYETTE ~NOTES 

le Pit08LBM-SOLVI'OO TECHNIQUES EMPLOYED 1-l!TH SOME SUCCESS WRING THE GREAT 

IEPRE $ION Ar~ NOT WORKING IN THE LATE SIXTIES IN THE ftTICK ON POVERTY. 

2. THE .TOTAL GOV1T APPROACH MUST GIVE WAY TO THE CREATIVITY EMPIDYED BY 

BUSINE $ IN PROBLEMISOLVING •• • MUST RECOGNIZE THAT INOOSTRY IS THE !3EST 

nu~~M•~Aa•s•zu.-...... q,.-.. •~s~s~s•L:s•:•a~: 

·-n. a LEIRNIID FRO~ VIETNAM, THE U.S. MUSTJI INSIST THAT IF OTHER NATIONS 
r---

WANT TO REMAIN FREE, THEY MUST RISE IN THEm OWN IEFENSE AND NOT EXPECT THE 

~----u.s. TO FIGHT THEIR BATT~ FOP!Iii--IK THEM. 

1. tiRS {8 Nar ~ISOLATIONISM. - ' 2. THIS IS SIMPLY RECOGNITION THAT A .. - -- - .. . . . . - -- - -- _ ......... ,-., ~ .. ·~ ' NATION'S FREEDOM 
~ 

CANNOT BE PRESERVED IF THE PEOFLE OF THAT NATION ARE UNWILLING TO a FIGHT FOR 

THEl-1SEL VES. 

' . 

' 



9/W'AYETTE NOTES 

r--
:III. OTHEFa IE $0NS TO BE LEARNED FROM VIETNAM. 

c-
A. THE U. s. i I SHOULD NOT FIGHT A WAR WITIDUT PAYING FOR IT • 

r--
B. NO NATION, NO MATTER KM RICH ORlW PCWERFUL, CAN COOTINUOUSLY INVITE 

INFlATION WITIDUT INVITING mSASTER. 

?jl$ 
XIII. MJST GET AOOUT THE TASK OF PUTTING OUR ACCOUNl'S IN ORDER • •• HUMAN AND 

FINANCIAL. 

A. THE ANSWERS LIE IN SHAROO •• • SHARING OF FeWER AND RESFONSIBILITY 

1. A SHARING BY GOVERNMmT AND INDUSTRY OF REg.> ONSIBILITY FOR THE 

SOIDTION OF LOCAL, STATE AND NATIONAL PROBlEMS AT IDME. 

2. A SHARING WITH OTHERI NATIONS OF THE RESFONSIBILITY FOR PEACEKEEPING 

IN THE FREE WORLD. 

10/I.AF.A.YETTE NOTES 

r --... 
B. A SHARING OF FEJERAL INCCME TAX .. _Rl~VENUE WITH THE. STATES AND 

LOCAL OOMMU'Nims SO THEY CAN TACK!..E '!HEIR PROBLEMS ON THE BASIS OF THEIR 

Ml PRIORITIES. ~ ~ ~..........1 
XIV.~ M!JPH wn.r. ~PEN:!> Ul'ON JMERICA 1S ~ P!!DPIE, ~ 
S"'~<;Y~~~ ~ ~~~-;2 ~ ~ 
T~~I~ ~~ VJ ~ -~.-.f ~~~;. 
XV. U~t. S.WGUINE ..,AOOUT THE FUTURE BECAUSE I HAVE SPOKEN~~ Gu:r; I!:M eMH'OOES 

~~,~~~_.&:_. I t~~ 
~ OOME INTO CONTACT WITH ~lRING MIN~ ~ _ o ~ /' 

/_ OBSERVATIN ,.--. ~ ) eHARE WITH ARlS'roTIE ~ THAT "AIL - WID HAVE MEDITATED .\ 

ON THE ART OF GOVERNING MANKIND HAVE BEEN COJNVINCED THAT THE FATE _. OF EMPIRES } 

JEPENIS ON THE EllJCATION OF Youm:0 -t" ~~ ~ ~ 
XVI. AND SO I URGE YOU TO BECOME POLITICAL ACTIVISTS ••• TO LIVE rot.lTICS, NOT 
JUST TO OBSERVE IT, TO BECOME PLAYERS AND NOT JUST SPECTA'IDRS. THE GAME IS WORTH IT.~ 

, 




