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The President also failed to mention that the House last year passed a Law
Enforcement Assistance Act, greatly Strengthened by Republican amendments, to
help the states and cities in the war against crime. He ignored the fact that
liberal Democrats in the Senate sat on that bill instead of giving the states
and cities the added tools they need to fight crime--tools largely fashioned by
Republicans.

Instead the President a few days ago signed an executive order making Attorney
General Ramsey Clark the coordinator of all federal anti-crime efforts.

You remember Ramsey Clark. He's the fellow who said last year, and I quote:
"The level of crime has risen a little but there's no wave of crime in the country.”

It seems the attorney general does not read the reports of J. Edgar Hoover's
FBI. The FBI recently stated that crime rose by 16 per cent in just the first
nine months of 1967 as compared with the like period in 1966. FBI statistics
also show that crime has risen 67 per cent since 1960 while the population has
increased only 10 per cent. Yet Ramsey Clark says the level of crime has gone
up only Ma little."

This is the man President Jchnson named as his crime war chief, calling him
"Mr. Big" in the federal government's moves against crime.

Naming Ramsey Clark 'Mr. Big' in the crime war is like picking Dr. Spock to
head up the Department of Defense.

The President appeared eager to have Congress pass an anti-riot bill. The
other day Ramsey Clark said he attaches a "low priority" to such legislation.

What goes on here? Who's in charge? Whom do we believe? The Credibility Gap
widens to canyon proportions.

Of course, when you analyze the President's Crime Message you're reminded
that 1968 is a presidential election year. Most of what the President proposes
already is in the mill or on tap.

The President now recognizes that many people in this country feel there has
been a complete breakdown of law and order in America. This is one of the great
tragedies of the Johnson Great Society--that it has become a permissive society in
which nearly anything goes. We are learning with great pain an obvious lesson.
Once a government allows respect for the law to be destroyed, it is an almost
impossible task to restore that respect. And without respect for the law, we become
a nation of savages. This is what the Great Society of Lyndon Johnson hath wrought.
This, too, is why the times--among the saddest, not happiest of times--the times
demand a strong new leader, a leader who can restore the Nation's soul.
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