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CONGRESSMAN 

GERALD R. FORD 
HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER 

••FOR RELEASE SATURDAY AM's·• 
August 26, 1967 

STATEMENt OF REP, GERALD R, FORD (R-MICH,) 

NEWS 
RELEASE 

The published statement of Defense Secretary MCNamara before the Senate 

Preparedness subcommittee appears to be at odds, not only with the views of •ll 

the top military witnesses heard by the committee, but also with the recAnt 

actions of President Johnson. Since my August 8 speech to the House on ~ut 

Vietnam policy, the President apparently has authorized inc,eased military 

pressure against North Vietnam through selective bombing of ~ore signific-\t 

targets previously forbidden to u.s. airmen. \ 

Now we find the Secretary of Defense ~efeDding t~e ineffective and decepti~e 
airpower policies of the past two and one-half years fin kontrad~tion to the 

" responsible judgment of our best military l~aders a9ft the conclusions of both 

Democratic and Republican Senators who have heard 'all the evidence. Mr. McNamara 

is entitled to his convictions but before the President commits more than half 

a million Americans to the ground ;l"lr tb South Vietnam we, as a nation, should 

be very sure the Secreeary of Defense ts right and all the others are wrong. 

This credibility gap is deadlj se~ious. A nation at war cannot afford confusion 

and doubt. ~.about ~ts ba\1 poltcio. 

I went to •tort 't,.~ader•in·Cbief when we are at war aad so do all 

Americanja,,_ But ~DUSt ~~where he stands, where we are going, and how we 
J • 
I 

will ae, there. ~~ ~oet no .good to compound public concern by declassifying 

more t~et 4a~aland · playing ~ninglesa numbers games, as if this terrible war 

were mertlY a debate. F?rget the past. What is our present policy? What hope 
' 

' . l is there for future u.sp succes~ ln Vietnam? That's what the American people 

want to know, straight, ap the level, from the man in charge. 

Only the Commander-in~Qhief can clear up this deepening doubt. It should 

not be too much for the American people to expect that when our nation has been 

committed to the use of force, and since 1965 has paid a high price to pursue 

this course, that both the civilian and military leaders responsible should be 

in substantial agreement and that some end is in sight. 

#H# 
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-- SIDNIFICANT MILITARY TARGETS lN NORTH VIETNAM 
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(All the above percentageQ are approximate and should be so quaitried.) 




