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(31 14&7 1867) . 

ADDRESS 
BJ 

Honorable Gerald R. roN. Jr. 

ADMIRAL LEE: (lntroduced the .,.Uer). 

MR. FORD: Thank you very muob, Admiral Lee. 

ThoH of ua in poUUcalllfe are called a peat many tblDc•· 

I have never been atven such a tlUe or honor a• Vlce Admiral bJ any 

polltical oppooent. 

1 know Admiral Lee made an tDadvertent •Up tn tlltroduclna me 

when be tndloated l wa• a pduate of tbe Uaiver.tty of Wa8b1Daton. 

But that la not quite as bad a ml•lltatem.ent made when 1 waa bltroduced 

a ffiW montba aao in the state of Ohio. ~of you who come from 

the Middle Wen know of the CS.ep and intense rtftll')' betw .. n Ohio 

state Uatveratv and the VDI.verattJ of Mlcbipa. In one of thoee political 

meetlnJ• tn Ohio one of mJ ooUeapee waa lDtroduclDa me and be, 

tnadYeJ"tentlJI thlDk, tndlcated I had araduatec::l trom. Ohio Uld'ftralty. 

1 did not quite know how to remed7 tbla aUp, but aa 1 came to the podium 

I thouaht of the who had the chore of 111troducina the Governor 

ot the Virpn Ialanda. Thle man aot up and apoke powiaal)' of the 

gowmor'a acoompl18bment. and achievement• and apoke reaouncStnaJ.y 

of the Govemor1 • virtue e. Then he flaa1q COilcluded bJ 8&)'1nc: 
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"Ladles aDd aenUemen, lt ia my pleanN to tmroduoe the vtrpn 

of the Qoqrnor'a I•land." 

Aa the Admiral badlcated, before I aot this new job two )'e&ra 

ap b)' the landelide vote ot '73 • 87 1 sened a fOGd m&llJ yean on 

the CommlttH on A~ and tor fourteen of tboee ,.an 

Mrved on the Defense SabcommlttH, the Jlontp OperatiODa Sub· 

oommtttee, and the CIA Subcommittee. lpldcked off aU committee• 

when I pt this job, and aa a reault I am not n.euqo as weU Wormed on 

some ot the matter• now as 1 waa for a period of time. 

Therefen, in my remarka t8dq I wauld like te talk about an 

area where I tb1Dk fA1 up~• ~· would be a little better 

than the ether. But I would be ftry baPP7 to dlecuas 1D the qnstlon• 

and•anawer pel"lod ~of the aubjecta rela~.to 1n1 pa.t experience, 

or the a&me subject matters but pel"bapa DOt w1tb the detailed com• 

peteDCe tbat 1 larmel"17 bad. I aaapect that 1n the audience there are 

some I knew aud wltb whom 1 dlacusaed matters when I was on thoee 

three aubcommlttHs. 

It I bad been here laa 7ear aDd the ,_,. before •• 1 was the 

peat on one of tbue occa8lon• ·- I would bave and aa 1 recall did 

talk about wbat I felt was some erosion ln one of the comeratones of our 

American poUUcal aptem. 1 apeak be-re of the chaftte that nemed to be 

taldna pJaoe the relatlon8btp between the three branchea of the 
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l'eden.l Gcmtmment. 

The men who drafted the Coutttutlon were ver, oanM, 

..U.meq acrupukN•, in maldq certat.n that 1n the CoutlluUon 

there waa a WI"J deflntte a•.t.pmeat ol re..,..albtlitlea to each 

of the three bnDObea. 1 huten to ad4 there waa no doubt tn their 

minda that DOt one ot tboae thne branchea wae 1lvet1 a auperiorit,' 

over the other two. We have under the Amerioall .,._m a etron( 

Preeident in the Wblte HouM, a atrona Lell•laUve Branch in the 

Concre••, ud a atroq Judlclal q.tem under the Supreme Court. 

Each ol theae tiu"ee, aa I indlcated a moment qo, were IJlvea 

rather apect.flc re~a. But it was anticipated there abolalcl 

be no eacraachmeat b)' one on the other, that no one peracm or .. pam 

of our NClet)- would dominate. 

It waa m:t fHllna in 198 & and in 1188 that there waa a ver, 

cleftnlte drnloplllent, with the ExecuUve Branch of the Oovemmeat 

movtq tn aadhiMst fTtnore power and aatboritJ than waatntended 

under the CoutituUao. 1 t:blnk thta waa a DOI"mal ctnelopneut renlttaa 

from the electiooa of 18M, where the Preaicla, a WI')' able, experieacecl 

1Ddlvtdual, bad a landallcle vlcterJ and where the majortt,' pa1"t7 ended 

up with overwhetmtn1 numerical au.perlol'ity ln the Houae and Senate. 

The net reiNlt was that in 1965 ancl1888 the Executive Branch 

of the Gowmment was iDftnltely more powerf\11 thaD it ever bad been 
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the consumer (in this caae the pubUc)· •ta much, much better. 

We had another election in November 1986 and we have aome· 

what re.tored balance to the Lepalatlve Branch. 

I mlpt tell a atol')' that I think ls apropoa. After the elecUOD, 

the Houae RepubUcu lea4erahtp was feeu.a., very pod about the fact 

that we had elected 59 new membera, a net gain of 411n the HouH. 

We thoqbt it would be wlae and desirable for the leaderllhlp, the aeven 

of ua on our aide, and our wives to have all our new member• and 

tbelr wives down at AtrUe Houae for a three-da7 coaference. There 

we could 1•t aoquatnted and dlacuae some of the problema that were 

com.~Da before the arouP 1n the earl)- daya of the aesaion and have aome 

orientation on some of the ba•ic leatalatlve difftcultlea that would face 

the new member•. 

We bad an openiq luocheon and 1 was called upon to make a 

few observations and comments. 1 cot up and looked at the nice fresh 

faces of the freshmen, alleaaer and nadJ to ao; and I pess to some 

extent I wae clucJdna over my new brood. The next moralDt I aot 

up for breakfast before one of our early work aesalODs, picked up 

The New York Times, and on the front. page, lead .tory, tirat sentence, 

it aaid: "Coqreaamaa 0.1"1')' Poi"CC, Houae Mtaorit)r Leader, was cluck• 

ina over hla new brqJI . ., 

Well, I thouf&bt lt waa amuatna that even a areat newspaper like 



The New York Time a could make a almple t,pograpbical error 

and I diamisaed it without any real concern. My wUe., who was at 

the coaference, came down later that momtaa. had a neet roll and 

some ooffee1 and then one of m:t utriencle" lmmedlateq showed her 

the article. 1 have not Jet aclequateq explained the attuation. 

But what I am aa7SDI1• that now that there la a re.toration 

of some balance in the COD8Nul think the net re.W.t wlU be com• 

pettttoo and the cooaequence wtu be that the pAduct that comes from 

the Houae and the Senate wW be better for all ot us. 

I mlJbt add that there ta &lao a clewlopm• that tiea into 

the eeparatton of powen and a:yatem of check& and balaDCea. Thla 

la a wr.r controversial issue but 1 think it 1• one that oulht to be 

diacuaaeci. I refer here to the feeltaa on the part of the Houae that tt. 

rather th8J:l the Judicial Bf'&DCh, ahall juqe the qual.tftcatlou of one 

of ita members. I epeak ol the Adam ClaJtoll Powell case. 

Now. the Conatltution provid.ea that the Houae can exclude 

a member en three afft.rmative JI"CNN''Ida. To put 1t another W&J, 

there are three baalc afftrm&Uve quaWlcaUau that are requlaite: 

(1) age •• 2SJ (2) cttlua.tdp for aeven yean; and (3) &Dhabltaacy •• 

of the State from whtch the member ... lect comes. Thoee are the three 

a.fftnnative nqalnmenta or qualiftcattou • And then there ia a fovth. 

which le a aepUve one, whtch aaya ttDO member may be excluded on 
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the buia of hia race, creed, or color." 

Now. in between there 1a a p-ay area, but the real potnt 

the Houae la ti'Jinl to make at preaeot la that we tn the House are 

an independent branch and that the -court as a eo-equal branch doea 

not have the authority to determine the quaJJ.ftcaUona of a Houae member. 

There are reall;y two iaauea tnwlved tn U. cue. The 

firat 1a the constitutional one, whether the court does have the a.utborlt, 

to la1111e a deelarato17 ~ orclerinl the Speaker of the Houae 

to swear 1n Mr. Powell. I cannot foretell wbat the court will do. 

A lower court baa decided that the Judicial Branch does not have that 

authority. The matter ia now pendtac before the Court of Appeala 

and lt will probabq come to a declalon within the next month or so; 

and; tben, of course, whichever aide wiDe, it will ao on to the Supreme 

Court. But it would be ama&tna to me to find the court orderinl a 

Marshal of the t1. S. Diatrlct Court of the Dlatrlct of Columbia to 

come into the House Chamber and tell the Speaker of the House that 

he muat swear in Mr. Powell. 1 think that would be an attempt b7 an 

equal branch of the Government to encroach upon the reaponalbWUea 

and preropUna of another coequal branch. 

Aa I aaid a moment aao. I think there are two laauea iuvolved. 

M to the conatituUooallaaue, 1 feelYerJ atronal7 that as loq •• the 

Lepalatlve Branch does not violate the three affirmative arouada of 
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quaWlcatloo and the one neaatt.ve provleiOD the Lectalattve Branch ta the 

f1nal judae. But then there la tbe que.Ue of what wae the win tblna 

to do. and this la quite different from the con8tttut1onallaeue. I have 

no apolofiea ln aaytng that I feel tba Cellar Committee acted correctlJ 

and wlMq in noommeDCUaa to the Houae that Mr. Powell be Mated, 

that be be cenaorad publlclf by the Speaker, and that he be fined and 

llbippecl ot hi• aen.iorltJ. But I h&eten to add that tbaae !!!. two 

dtfterent te-•, \he conaUtuttoaal one and the other wb1ch la a q\leation 

of a wlae course of actiCG. 

Tbe reaaan I briDe this up la because 1 am certain tbe Houae 

of Repreaeatatlvea wW stand t1nn and will not pe.rmlt another branch 

of the Gowrnmat to aneroach upon ita pnroptlvea and prtvUeae• 

as we He them. 

There is one other obeervatioll wblch I think la pertsneot to a 

iJ"OUP ll.ke tbia. It la not on the aame point, but it Ia aometb~D8 that 

I have noticed veey cletb:llteq aa a developlna trelldln the laat nineteen 

;reara. Moat people who atudy the wa7 our Qovemment worka in 

ool.lea•• or hlp achoola are told that in the Caraare•• of the Untted 

State a lt la ODl7' tbe Senate that r..U, baa ~ to do with lohtp 

poUcy. leuapect this waa probU1y the correct anii'Wer clurtDi mo.t ot 

our NaUca• • blatory. 

The SeDate, by the Cooatttutlon, la glvu the rlJbt to conftrm 
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or reject ambaseadora. The Senate, by the Cm8tituUon. baa the 

preroptlve of appi'OVlna or dlaapproytna treatiea. The HouR of 

1\epreMidaUvea baa no comparable area of retlpOMlbWt)' in the baftdltng 

of feretp alfalr8. But, bepnnlng wtlb the end ot World War n, wtth 

the utilization of our varioualol"elp aid programa to bnplement 

foreign pollc)', the aituation obanaed. Bfti'J Prealdent tbat tbave 
\ 

aerved under •• Mr. TI'UlllaD, Mr. Eiaenhower, Mr. KenaedJ, and 

now Ml'. Johnllon ·- all bave told the Ccaare•• that our foreip 

aid progra.m. by whatever name you calllt. la an !Dtelftl part of our 

international relaUona and toret.an policy. 

Bw17 one of the pneeataUona that I have U.tened to by 

wtiDesaea for the ExecuUve Braach of the Oovemment on~ torelp 

aid program atated that we could not carry out our intemaUonal policy 

the way we wanted it unle" we bad X number of dollar•• whether it 

was • ., mllllon. aa it wu 1n the late 1860a, or whether it waa f3. 2 NlJIOft. aa 

it waa laat year and this year. In round flaurea, lt still lnvolvea 

dollara. And the COil.IUtution provtdea that the Roue of Reprea..Uves 

ahaU ralee revenue and provide the funds tn the liriJt tnatance. 

So, U we are JOlDa to assume, aDd eve~ that 1 have 

talked to who bellevea in the program aaeumea. that torelp aid la 

an SnteanJ. part of our forttiJD poi1C7 execvtkm, tbe.n you cannot 
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1n what our poUcie• oupt to be. 

Some of my friends on the Senate •lde do not Uke this quite 

as much •• well. the7 4o not Uke it at all. to be frank. But the fact 

ta. the Houae doea lnittate appropriatloa bills and alwaya wW. We. 

therefore. wtU have an Impact on foreip policy asl0111 as we beUeve 

that a forelp aid prograxn is important and 1• couidered to be a part 

of our way of acbt.viDa the end rewlta that we want tn the area ot 

lorelp pollq. 

1f 1 was to asve aclvioe to an.y group ln the Executive Branch· 

ot tM Oowmmem. 1 would aay. ju.t aaaume in the future that the 

House wW play a role In foreip pollcy. We w11l not pve up and. as 

a matter of fact. we cannot pve up the l"i.ah' to handle revenue in the 

flrst inlltance. 

So it the HouH la aotn1 to D:laintaln that posiUca, wbtch 

I am eure it wW.. people tn the Executive Branch of the Oowmu:umt 

should work with Houae member• in tl'1iDC to bel)) us chart a course 

tbat wlll maintain proper HlaU011sblpa between the Executive and 

tbe LepslaUve Branches and a courae of acUon which wW be tn the 

beatintereate of the COUDb'J as a whole 1D tble area of fonf.p pollcy 

ud intemattonal relaU-.. The Roue, being a partner 1D this situation 

today, 1 thf.Dk. would want the help of people auch as ;yourMlves. who 

come from varlO\Is parta ol the EJtecuUve Branch. We want your help 
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and aaaistance and I think the HouH wm reapood. aa it has in tbe 

paat. 1n thia very deUcate area. 

I would urae aa atror.acJ.Y u 1 can \hat you folopt the textbook 

approach. The Hou .. la aotDa to be 1n the ball p.me. We want your 

help, and 1 am sure you wW find the House a conatructive and 

napaulble partner. 

Thank you very rnuch. 
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(31 May 1967) 

FOR OFFiCIAL USE ONLY 

ADDRESS 
By 

Honorable Gerald R. Ford, Jr. 

ADHtlAL LB!t (Int¥oduced the apeak••>· 

MR. lORD& Thank you WI'Y much, Adaalral Lee. 

Thoae of ua in political life are called a great many 

things. 1 have never been given such a title or honor by any 

political opponent ae Ytce Admiral. 

I know Admiral Lee ~de an inadvertent altp in the intro

duction when he indicated that 1 waa a graduate of the University 

of Waahington. But that 1a not quite •• bad a miestatement aa wae 

mnde in an introduction one time a fa• months ago down in the State 

of Ohio. Those of you who coma from the Middle West know of the 

deep end intense rival~ between Ohio State Univeraity and the 

University of M1dbtgan. In one of tboae political meetinss in 

the State of Ohio one of my colleagues vas making an introduction 

for my remarks and he ina4vertently, 1 tbtak, anyhow, indicated 

that 1 had gl'aduated fl'om Ohio Unival'atty. t did not quite know 

how to remedy thte altp. but aa 1 came to the podlum I thought of 

the ~n who had the cho~e and the ~eaponaibility of introducing 

the Governo~ of the V1wgin lalende. This man sot up and spoke 
' 

slowtng1y of the accomplishment• and the achievements and spoke 

reaoundinsly of the Governor's virtuea. Then he finally concluded 

by taytng' "Ladiea and gentlemen. tt is my pleasure to introduce 

the Vlrstn of the Governor•• ltland." 
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(31 May 1967) 

FOR OFFiCIAL U~E ONLY 

ADDRESS 
By 

Honorable Gerald R. Ford, Jr. 

ADMIRAL LB!: (Introduced the apeakeJ:). 

MR. Jl'Otuh Thank you very 111Uch, Admiral Lee. 

Those of ua in political life are called a great many 

things. 1 have never been given such a title or honor by any 

politicel opponent aa Ylce Admiral. 

I know Admiral Lee made en inadvertent ellp in the intro• 

duetlon when he indicated that I was a graduate of the University 

of Washington. But that ia not qutte as bad. a misstatement as was 

msde ln an introduction one time a few months ago down in the State 

of Ohio. Those of you who come frOl!l the Middle West know of the 

deep and intense rivalry between Ohio State University and the 

Univarsity of Michigan. ln one of those political meetings in 

the State of Obto one of my colleagues was making an introduction 

for my rem.rka end he inadvertently, 1 thlnt. anyhow, indicated 

that 1 had graduated from Ohio Unlveralty. 1 did not quite know 

how to remedy this altp, but aa 1 came to the podium I thought of 

the man who had the cho~e and the reaponaibillty of introducing 

the Governo~ of the Vt.valn lslanda. Thb man got up and apoke 
. 

glowingly of the eccompllabmeata end the achievements and spoke 

resoundingly of the Governo119a virtues. Then he finally concluded 

by eaytnsa ''Ladiea and gentlemen, it ill my ple«aure to introduce 

the Virgin of the Govemor•a leland." 
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