
The original documents are located in Box D22, folder “Freedom Shrine Ceremony 
(honoring Roger Chaffee), Grand Rapids, MI, May 18, 1967” of the Ford Congressional 

Papers: Press Secretary and Speech File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 
 

Copyright Notice 
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. The Council donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



REMARKS BY REP. GERALD R. FORD, R•MICH., AT ~ SHRINE CEREMONY, THURSDAY, 
MAY 18, 1967, AT CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL, GRAND RAPIDS, HONORING ROGER CHAFFEE. 

IT IS MOST APPROPRIATE THAT CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL TODAY RECEIVES INTO ITS 

HANDS COPmS OF GREAT AMERICAN J>OCUMENTS 'WHICH GLOW WITH COURAGE AND DEVOTION 

TO FREEDOM. 

IT IS PARTICULARLY APPROPRIATE BECAUSE CENTRAL WAS ROGER CHAFFEE'S HIGH 

SCHOOL -- THE SCHOOL IN WHICH A HERO ASTRONAUT SPENT MANY OF THE YEARS THAT 

SlfAPED HIM INTO A SPLENDID EXAMPLE OF WHAT AN AMERICAN SHOUU> BE. I JOIN WITH 

YOU IN HONORING HIS MEMORY. 

IT IS APPROPRIATE, TOO, THAT WE CONDUCT THIS CEREMONY TODAY BECAUSE IT 

FALLS WITHIN A WEEK OF ONE OF THE GREATEST SPONTANEOUS OUTPOURINGS OF PATRIOTIC 

FERVOR THIS COUNTRY HAS EVER SEEN. 

I AM SPEAKING OF THE MAMMOTH PARADE LAST SATURDAY WEN TENS OF THOUSANDS OF 

AMERICANS FLOODED DOWN FIFTH AVENUB IN NEW YORK CITY IN A DEMONSTRATION OF SUPPORT 

FOR AMERICAN SERVICEMEN IN VmTNAM. 

IT IS DIFFICULT FOR AMERICANS TO KEEP THEIR PRESPECTIVE IN THIS AGE OF 

TURMOIL WEN THE GIANT POWERS OF WORLD COMMUNISM COLLIDE COlt>TANTLY WITH THE 

COLOSSUS THAT IS THE UNITED STATES. 

WE MUST BE EVER MINDFUL OF THE MEANING OF THE FREEDOM Fat WHICH AMERICANS 

FOUGHT AND DmD IN 1776 -- AND HAVE BEEN FIGHTING AND DYDI7 FOR EVER SINCE. 

THERE IS A GREAT NEED IN THIS COUNTRY TODAY FOR CEREMONIES LIKE THE ONE WE 

ARE TAKII'C PART IN HERE -- AND THE FLOOD OF PATRIOTISM UNLOOSED LAST SATURDAY IN 

NEW YORlC. 

THE SHOW•OF•PATRIOTISM PARADE WAS INTENDED TO COUNTER ANOTHER, TOTALLY 

' 
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DIFFERENT KIND OF PARADE STAGED LAST APRn. 15 IN NEW YORK •• A MASSIVE PROTEST 

AGAINST THE u.s. ROLl_ IN LTB~. WAR. 

4;r~~n 
THE OUTPOURIOO OF P~ UK SERVED A HEALTHY PURPOSE. IT DEMONSTRATED TO THE 

t ft 
I 

WORLD THE GREAT LOVE OF COUNTRY THAT BURNS IN THE BREASTS OF MOST AMERICANS. IT 

WAS AN ANSWER NOT ONLY TO AMERICANS WHO SINCERELY QUESTION THE WISOOM OF OUR 

INVOLVEMENT IN VIETNAM [OR BELIEVE ALL KILLim IS SENSE~UT TO THOSE IN THIS 

COUNTRY WHO WOULD OVERTURN OUR GOVERNMENT IF THEY COULD. 

THIS KIND OF A PARADE IS GOOD. WE NEED A REBIRTH OF PATRIOTISM IN AMERICA .... 

THE FLAG•WAVIOO, GOD-BLESS-AMERICA VARIETY THAT WE SAW IN NEW YORK LAST SATURDAY. 

BUT IN THE LOOO REACH OF HISTORY, THE KIND OF PATRIOTISM THAT SOAKS DOWN DEEP 

AND THRILLS US TO THE ROOTS OF OUR HAIR IS FOUND IN THE DOCUMENTS PRESENTED TO 

YOU HERE TODAY. 

THE NAME GIVEN TO THESE 28 HISTORIC AMERICAN DOCUMENtS IS WELL CHOSEN .... 

FREEDOM SHRINE. FREEDOM IS ENSHRINED IN THESE PAPERS. IT GLOWS FROM THEIR PAGES. 

I SALUTE THE SOUTH KENT EXCHANGE CLUB AND THE EXCHANGE CLUBS THROUGHOUT 

AMERICA FOR TAKIOO IT UPON THEMSELVES TO PRESENT THESE FREEDOM SHRINE DOCUMENTS 

TO SCHOOLS IN THE UNITED STATES AND PUERTO RICO. 1i llllUK ,..THE PROJECT HAS GREAT 

VALUE BECAUSE IT FOCUSES OUR ATTENTION ANEW ON THE MEANIOO AND VALUE OF AMERICAN 

FREEDOM. 

WHAT IS THE REAL MBANIOO OF THE FREEDOM FOR WHICH AMERICANS TRUDGED THROUGH 

J 
THE SNOW OF VALLEY FORGE WITH FEET WRAPPED IN BLOOD•SOAKED BANDAGESfFELL IN THE 

POIU!STS 011 ABGONNB.,)JD ON THE BEACHES 011 NOBHANDr- THE COMMUNIST 

WAVE IN KOREA AND NOW ARE BATTLIOO THE COMMUNIST FOE IN VIETNAM? 

IT IS A FREEDOM THAT MEANS CIVn. LIBERTY IN THE GREATEST POSSIBLE DEGREE. IT 

' 



CONFERS ON EACH INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM OF MIND~ SPIRIT AND HEART AS WELL AS FREEDOM -
OF MOVEMENT. IT ALLOWS EACH MAN~ WOMAN AND CHILD IN AMERICA TO GIVE FULL PLAY TO 

HIS CREATIVE TALENTS AND TO DEVELOP HIS POTENTIAL TO THE UTMOST. IT IS THE LIBERTY 

AMERICAN LIBERTY GIVES YOU A RIGHT NOBODY CAN TAKE FROM YOU -- A MOST PRECIOUS 

RIGHT -- THE RIGHT TO THINK~ SPEAK AND ACT AS YOU PLEASE PROVIDI~ YOU 00 NOT 
---== - -

TRANSGRESS UPON THE RIGHTS OR PROPERTY OF OTHERS. WE=-TARE THAT LIBERTY FOR 

GRANI'ED. 

FOR HUNDREDS OF YEARS AMERICAN LIBERTY HAS SERVED AS A BEACON OF HOPE FOR 

THOUSANDS OF HOMELESS~ DEPRIVED AND PERSECUTED PEOPLE OF THE WORLD • • • PEOPLE WHOSE 

HBARTS LEAPED WITHIN THEM WHEN THEY FIRST SAW THE GREAT STATUE OF LIBERTY IN NEW 

Y<lU< HARBOR. 

TOO MANY AMERICANS HAVE BECOME BORED WITH TALK OF LIBERTY AND INDIVIDUAL 

FREEDOM. UNLIKE OUR IMMIGRANTS~ THEY HAVE NEVER KNOWN WHAT IT .!§. TO LIVE UNDER A 
1 

FOREIGN IDEOLOOY, AN AUTOCRATIC OR TOTALITARIAN REGIME. THEY ARE SPOILED~ LIKE THE , 

PERSON WHO HAS NEVER KNOWN WHAT IT IS TO WORK HARD FOR A DOLLAR. .I!m! DIDN'T HAVE 

TO~ THEIR FREEDOM. THIS IS WHY WE NEED FREEDOM SHRINES ALL OVER AMERICA. 

I WOULD WAGER THAT MANY AMERICANS WHO CONSTANTLY DEMONSTRATE AGAINST THE 

POLICIBS OF OUR GOVERNMENT HAVE NEVER READ THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE AND THE 

CONSTITUTION. OTHERS AHl~ THEM ARB ONLY TOO HAPPY TO SEIZE UPON THE RIGHTS 

GUARANTEED THEM BY THE CONSTITUTION AS A DEFENSE FOR THEIR ACTIONI. 

IT IS GOOD FOR ALL AMERICANS -- MEMBERS OF CO~RESS AS WELL AS ALL OTHERS --

OCCASIONALLY TO PAUSE AND DRINK IN AGAIN THE WORDS WHICH HAVE MADE THE NAME OF 

THEIR COUNTRY SYNONYMOUS WITH FREEDOM THE WORLD OVER. 
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CONSIDER THE SIMPLE BUT MAGHIFICENT LAmUAGE IN OUR DECLARATION OF 

INDEPENDENCE, WHEN WE TOLD THE WORLD ON JULY 4; 1776, WHY THE 13 AMERICAN COLONIES 

WERE BREAKit«; TIES WITH GREAT BRITAIN AND DECLARING THEMSELVES FREE AND INDEPENDENT 

STATES. 

THOMAS JEFFERSON, WHO WAS ASSIGNED THE TASK OF DRAFTING THE DECLARATION, 

CREATED A GREAT HISTORIC DOCUMENT IN WHICH HE SET FORTH THE PRINCIPLE OF SELF• 

GOVERNMENT AND SPELLED OUT THE RIGHTS OF MAN. 

"WE HOLD THESE TRUTHS TO BE SELF-EVIDENT," JEFFERSON WROTE, "THAT ALL MEN 
....... 

ARE CREATED EQUAL, THAT THEY ARE ENDOWED BY THEIR CREATOR WITH CERTAIN 

INALIENA:BLE RIGHTS, THAT .AMOR; THESE ARE LI!'E, LIBERTY AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS." 

JEFFERSON CAREFULLY NOTED THAT THE GOVERNMENTS ESTABLISHED TO GUARANTEE THESE 

RIGHTS RULE ONLY WITH THE CONSENT OF THE GOVERNED, THE CONSENT OF THE PEOPLE. 

SOME OF OUR OFFICE-HOLDERS TEND TO FORGET THIS. 

MANY AMERICANS TEND TO FORGET THAT EVERY AMERICAN -- AND NOT JUST THEMSELVES --

HAVE BEEN ENDa<lED BY THEIR CREATOR WITH CERTAIN INALIENABLE RIGHTS. WE SHOULD EVER , 

BE ON GUARD NOT ONLY TO PROTECT THOSE RIGHTS FOR OURSELVES INDIVIDUALLY BUT FOR ALL 

OF OUR CITIZENS. 

~ 
OUR. SCI.AR&TION OF INDEPENDENCE WAS AN INSPIR.Al'ION FOR OPPRESSED PEOPLES 

4 
EVERYWHERE. ITS FORTHRIGHT STATEMENT OF THE RIGHTS OF MAN CAIJSED THE FLAME OF 

LIBERTY TO BURN MORE BRIGHTLY WHEREVER A PEOPLE WAS DOWNTRODDEN. IT IS JUST AS 

VALID TODAY, WHEN WORLD COMMUNISM SEEKS TO SWEEP MEN IN COUNTRY AFTER COUNTRY 

INTO A MACHINE-LIKE EXISTENCE DEDICATED TO THE GREATER GLORY OF THE STATE AND 

COMMUNIST PARTY LEADERS. 
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THE VERY FIRST OF THE 10 CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS KNOWN AS OUR Bn.L OF 

RIGHTS GUARANTEES US FREED<Ii OF SPEECH. IT DOES NOT GUARANTEE FREE SPEECH ONLY 

TO LOYAL AMERICAN> BUT 1'0 ALL AMERICANS. 

IT IS Ll!FT, T!Mlli FOR THOSE OF US li!IO BELIEVE J:N ~ r GOVERNMENT TO 

ADVERTISE THE TRUTH -- AND TO DEFEND THE FREEDOMS THAT DISLOYAL AMERICANS AND 
1 

TOTALITARIAN REGIMES WOULD TAKE FROM US. 

IN THIS FREEDOM SHRINE WE HOLD UP FREEDOM, LIBERTY AND THE GREAT TRUTHS FOR 

ALL TO SEE AND PONDER. WE CARRY IT INTO THE FUTURE FOR GENERATIONS YET UNBORN. 

WE USE IT TO F<mTIFY OUR INDIVIDUAL DEDICATION TO THE REAL MEANING OF FREEDOM SO 

THAT WE CAN MEET THE FUTURE WITH STRENGTH AND CONFIDENCE. 

WE HEREBY RESOLVE TO DEFEND AND PROTECT OUR AMERICAN DREAM-- A SOCIETY BUILT 

ON A FOUNDATION OF lD.JMAN DIGNITY AND THE GOD-GIVEN RIGHTS OF THE INDIVIDUAL HUMAN 

BEII'G. 

IN THE PREAMBLE TO THE CONSTITUTION THE AMERICAN PEOPLE SAID THEY WERE 

ESTABLISHING THAT CONSTITUTION 1'0 "SECURE THE BLESSINGS OF LIBERTY TO OURSELVES AND 

OUR POSTERITY." 

WHAT FOLLOWS AFTER THAT PREAMBLE IS MORE THAN JUST WORDS ON A PIECE OF PAPER. 

IT IS LIVING LAW -- THE BASIC LAW OF THE LAND. 

IT IS THE BASIC RULE OF LAW FOR A PEOPLE WHO HAVE FOUND TRUE FREEDOM FOR 

THEMSELVES AND WILL FOREVER SEEK TO DEFEND IT. 

LET ME REMIND YOU THAT THE FREE WORLD EXISTS TODAY PRIMARILY BBCIISB 190 

~(j~~~~ 
YEARS AGO THERE WAS A ~ OF ~"!· :ru{g IS FREE;;~ IS FREE; &o~-~ 

/ ~-r~1 
~ 

BEWIUM AU FREE. WE ARE THE STRONG RIGHT ARM OF FREEDOM THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 
;( 

, 
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SHOULD WE HIDE THE LIGHT OF THAT FREEDOM UNDER A BUSHEL? SHOULD W;E HUG -1 1J ~'· 

rH+' ~ w/..-~Ut. ~£1x3~~ 
IT CLOSELY TO OURSELVES AND IGNORE T2 k!SI ~Ull SHOu# #~ 
THE MILLIONS OF TERRORIZED SOUTH VIETNAMESE TO THE AMBITIONS OF NORTH VIETNAM'S 

HO CHI MINH, RED CHINA'S MAO AND THE OTHER COMMUNIST LEADERS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA? 

-
I DON'T THINK YOU REALLY BELIEVE WE SHOULD DO THAT. AND IF YOU WERE TO BE 

<nfPLETELY SELFISH ABOUT IT, YOU MIGHT CONSIDER THAT RED CHINA PROBABLY WILL BE 

KNOCKING AT OUR OWN DOOR IN ABOUT 10 YEARS IF COMMUNIST EXPANSION IN ASIA IS NOT 

CHECKED NCM. 

I BELIEVE YOU WANr TO HELP KEEP THE FREE WORLD FREE. I BELIEVE YOU ARE PROUD 

OF A NATION WHICH HAS ENDURED AND GROWN INCREASINGLY STROR; WHILE ITS PEOPLE HAVE 

ENJOYED THE RIGHT TO DISAGREE, TO CRITICIZE THEIR. GOVERNMENT AND EVEN TO HEAP SCORN 

ON MEN IN PUBLIC OFFICE. 

WHEN WE THINK OF THE FAIR.•MINDNESS OF MOST AMERICANS, WE CAN BE PROUD. WHEN 

WE THINK OF THE IDEALISM AND BRAVERY OF OUR YOUR; PEOPLE, WE CAN BE PROUD. AND 

WHEN WE THINK OF OUR FREEDOMS WE CAN BE PROUD. , 

NO OTHER NATION HAS FOUGHT SO HARD FOR OTHERS OR SHARED ITS ABUNDANCE SO 

GENEROUSLY. WE HAVE MADE MISTAKES AND WE HAVE MANY TIMES WASTED MEN AND MONEY, BUT 

WE CAN BE PROUD. 

ANY LIST OF WHAT'S RIGHT WITH AMERICA IS A RINGING ENDORSEMENT OF ALL THE 

WISE WORDS PLACED BEFORE YOU IN THE EXCHAOOE CLUB 1 S FREEDOM SHRINE. 

WE CAN BE PROUD, BUT WE MUST CONFESS TO OURSELVES THAT ••• 

"ALL WE HAVE OF FREEDOM, ALL WE USE OR KNOW--

THIS OUR FATHERS BOUGHT POR US LOR:; AND LOR:; AGO." 

I FEEL SURE THAT WHEN YOU LOOK UPON THE DRAFT CARD BURNERS YOU TURN AWAY WITH 
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REVULSION. FOR I AM CERTAIN THAT YOU SUBSCRIBE, AS DO I, TO THIS CREED: 

WB, TOO, BOR.N TO FREEDOM, AND BBLIEVDC IN J'REED(I{, ARE WILLDC TO FIGHT 

TO MAINTAIN FREEDOM. WB, AND ALL OTHERS WHO BELIEVE AS DEEPLY AS WE DO, WOULD 

RATHER DIE ON OUR FEET THAN LIVE ON OUR KNEES. THANK YOU. 

' 



REMARKS BY REP. GERALD R. FCJW, R-MICH., AT FREEroM SHRINE CEREIDNY, THURSDAY, 
MAY 18, 1967, AT CENTRAL HIGH SCIDOL, GRAND RAPIIS, HONORING ROGER CHAFFEE. 

It is most appropriate that Oentral High School to~ receives into its 

hands copies of great American documents which glow with courage and devotion to 

freedom. 
~icnlarq 

It is proprlate because Central was Roger Chaffee's high school--the 

school in which a hero astronaut SISnt many of 1iil& the years that shaped him 

into a splendld example of what an American should be. I join witlln you in honoring 
his memory. 

It is appropriate, too, that we conduct this ceremony today because it 
~taneous 

falls within a week of one of the greates~outpourings of patriotic fervor this 

country has ever seen. 

I an speaking of the mammoth parade last Saturday when w •••• t111i tens of 
~oded down 

thousands of Americans JPE }t_P · Fifth Avenue in New York City in a demonstration 

of support for .American servicemen in Vietnam. 

It is difficult ila~Bt~ L tor Americans to keep their perspective 
,.----

in this age of tu:rJI'K)il when the giant powers of 1 z-4 world communism collide 

constantly with the Colossus that is the United States. 

We must be ever Dt:a"fJ'b~.-.-~. mindful of the me81ling of 

the freedom for which Americans fought and died in 1776--and have been fighting and qying 

for ever since. 

There is a great~ A 'A: country todq for ceremonies like the .. ' ,. + ,... 
. Yf""'-

one we ••-*&a. are bere--and the fiood of patriotism unloosed 

last Saturday in New York. 

The aBiid!:JtasAw&ca show-of-patriotism parade was intended to counter another, 

totally different kind of parade staged last April 15 in New York--a massive protest 
the role 

against .. u.s. ' ~ • in the Vietnam War. 

The outpouring of patriotism served a healt}zy' purpose. It demonstrated to the -world the great love of country that burns in a the breasts of most Americans. _ 
.--

It was an answer • not only to Americans who sincerely question the wisdom of our 

-involvementta in Vietnam or believe all killing is senseless but to those-.. in this 

• 3 ·' country who would overturn our government if they could. -lhis kind of a parade is good. We need a ~ rebirth of patriotism in .Americ.....,-
~ '"'-\ 

the tlag-waving, God-Ble ss-Amrica ..,.,.Ut·tx variety that we saw in New York last 

Saturday. 

But in the long reach of history, the kind of patriotism that soaks down deep 

and thrills us to tm roots of our hair is found in the documents presented to you 

here today. 

' 
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,.---- --The name given to these 28 ,_ historic ~rican documents is ~ well 

chosen--Freedom Shrine. Freedom is enshrined in these papers. It glows .from 

their pages. 

I salute the South Kent Exchange Club and the Exchange Clubs throughout 

America for taking it upon themselves to present these Freedom Shrine documents 

~ 
to schools • .,,. in the United States and Puerto Rico. I think the project has -great value because it .focuses our attention anew on the meaning and IIIK value 

o.f American freedom. 

What is the real ..,aning of the treedo!Ji:e. for wh~~<i through 
,..---. 

the snow or m: Valley Forge with .feet wrapped in blood-soaked bandage~ .fell 

in the forests o.f Argonne, died on the beaches o.f Normandy, withsto~ 
~ K d b ttli the Communist .foe in Vietnam? . , , ~n ... ore a an~now are a ng 

~II- ,J" ~eany 
.freedom&+f t 7 civil liberty in the greatest possible degree. 

each 
It con.fers on Wtndividual .freedom or mind, spirit and heart as well as .freedom 

of movenent. It allows each man, woman and child in America to give full play to 

his creative talents and to develop his potential to the utmost. It is the liberty 
~ 

to earn and learn, to acquire and hold • property, to risk capital and reap a profit. 
~ 

American liberty gives you ~ a right nobody can take from you--a most 

precious right-the right to think, speak and act as you please providing you do not 
~o/ 

·~·~I * z transgre gJ,._t'ts rights or property or others. . ~ 11~ 
~?£U.-~t,;.;;X~;-~--+~--We cannot take that liberty for granted. For hundreds of years ~s serve -

as a k& ..ae-ar beacon of hope .for thousands o.f'- homeless, deprived and persecuted 

C§t people of the world ••• ~ople whose hearts leapeddJ?:hin them ek when 

they first sa~atue of Libel!ty in New York harbor. ~Too many AmericanSB 

have become bored with talk of liberty and individual. .freed~ itr u 1' z • •r' x 

~ke our immigrants, they have never known what it is llik to live under a foreign -
ideology, an autocratic or ~ totalitarian regime. They are spoiled, like the person 

:--. 
who has never known what it is.._ to work hard for a dollar. The_y didn 1t have to 

earn their freedom. 

-~is is why we need Freedom Shrines all over America. if_ would wager that macy 

VIa Americans who constantly demonstrate against the policies o.f our government 
,---

have never read the Leclaration of Independence and the Constitution. Others -4JT!Ong them are only too happy to seize upon the rights -. guaranteed them by the 

actions. 

' 
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It is good for all 'lit Americans-members of Congress as well as all o~rs---occasionally to pause and drink in again ...,. . hanna-·...-· a ·,· 5 1C -
c:::t;; words which have made the name of l'"";::;iiiiiiii;-the ir country ;;- synonymous with 

freedom the world over. 

Consider the simple but magnificent language in our Declaration of 

~ Independence, when we told the world on July 4, 1776, why theAamerican colonies 
~~ ~~~_independent state~ 

were breaking ties with Great Britain and declaring tnemse1:V'EJS ;t n $' E 

Thomas Jefferson, who was assigned the task of drafting the declaration, 

1m~l:llrJra•~-•• created a great historic documnt in which he set forth the 

principle of self-government and spelled out the rights of man. 

''We hold these truths to be self-evident," Jefferson wrote, "that all men 

are created equal, that they are endowed ~ by their Creator with certain 
~ 

inalienable aights, that among these are ~Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
,, 

Ha.ppine ss. 

Jefferson caretllly noted that tte gove~nts established to guarantee 

these rights rule only with the consent of the governe~ the consent of the people_, 

Some of our office-holders tend to 717 g forget this. 
~ 

Many Ansricans tend to forget that every --.r American--and not just ililk 
.... - ,..----. 

themselves-have been ? endowed _. by tlBir Creator with certain inalienable 
,---.... 

Rights. We should ever .._ be on guard not only to protect those rights for 
-i~vidual,ly_ 

ourselve~ut for all of our citizens. 

Our 'W D:!claration of Independence was • an inspiration for oppressed 

peoples nam'M'rE everywhere. Its forthright statenent of the Rights of Man - - ....-- -causeC!IIIt the flame of liberty to burn • more 5 t brightly wherever a people -was downt.odden. It is just as valid todayJ- when 'tl;~ .. , lllr:lllmlli,•l-1111111ii.Si:~~D81@1,_.. Iii' lllll!l!lll@@iii'-' 

-.world conmunism seeks to sweep nsn in country after country into a machine-lilae -- ---existence....._ dedicated to the greater glory of tte statea and Communist Party 

leaders. 

""n* I 'il 1 I a I I CnmliJiill~ ~Mae a• 4 I • is ng: gates t ... 

zztt?!· ;0

; !::~::: .. := ·::l:: =: 
cft6Tiitih$i:en •Ud !'fb ,, "''btl 1me i:Mie~eftee t;hat· a :Btl-! Ol £tights be I IWl '1 Uu 

~ry first of the 10;; constitutional amendments know as our Bill of Rights 

r---
guarantees IIR us Freedom of Speecho It does not guarantee free speech o~yal . 

Americms but to all Americans. 

' 

' 
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It is left, then, for I I smzj; those of us who believe in our form of 

~~ Bovernment to ~vertise the Truth--and to 2 9F 1 d 1 

' I a 

1 7 

E the 
c--:-

~freedoms that disloyal Americans and totalit~ian regimes~ would 

take from us. 
~ 

In S this w - e Freedcm Shrine we hold up Freedom, Liberty and tm Great 

Truths for all to see and ponder. We carry it intc the future for generations yet 

unborn. We use it to fortify our individual dedication to the real meaning of l!it 

Freedom so that we can met the future with strength and confidence. 

We hereby resolve to defend and protect our American dream--a society 

built on a foundation of human dignity and tm •, God-given rights of too 

individual human being. 
..-.. 

<f)*k , I Iplas knw I:Jlab A; I .. ,, mn A8 .. 8P trm•l' juad span ••• cltgaitloy -apd tt!/ty Qf Rllf!l:e:J 1 ·r. Gil'UPt when =i\need =ti'i lie so hi wars4:: • tshe defen~e 
~-~- -

<:J3F 1 ·~~ ' I t!ll ; bs t n , 1 t ... 1 
1 i st' 

It is the basic Rule of Law for a people who have found true freedom for 

- ----themselYes and will forever seek to defend &at 1 it. 

ef GeiihifWI tsm•-trii ::o:m -ensla"Vemen e by the 

of tm til!!l;t:i: the Baltic,. countries, tm Poles, the Hungarians and 

sa~ge manner in which tm Sov' 

the Communist 

crossed over into 

Now we 

the 

....-. 
let ne remind you that too Free vlorld 'E exists today primarily because 19' 

years ago tb:lre was a Fourth o£ July•') O•mvw=tt?E:rtxz•@ **"It tfN +' I oosP 

7 7 P i Frace is treeJ England is tree; Hollan;;;-and Belgium are free. We are 

the strong right arm of freedom throughout the worldo 
....--.._ 

Should we hide the light of that Jill freedom under a bushel~ Should we 

hug it closely to ourselves and ignore the rest of the world? Should we sacrifice 

tho millions of terrorized South Vietnamese to the anb~ns ~;.-ttl 7'1• 

decr41-kllfiWIIII£'Sieo4ifiaBisfi "l'iiiir:fi:dfiinlilie :a.-.. NortV~; Ho ~i Minh, 
.-rr--

Red China'~ Mao and the otmr Communist J:eaders in Southeast Asia? ,.. 

' 

j 
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I don't think you really believe we should do that. And if you were to 
,....---

be cornpletel) t selfish about it, you might consider that Red China probably 

will be knocking at our own door in about 10 years if Communist expansion in 

Asia is not checke~ now. -I believe fiS8'H you want to help keep the Free World tree. I believe you 
c---. 

are }ID!Ii proud of a Nation which has endured and grown 4P 1 ( increasingly strong 

~ ~ --while g' r cg its people i:liK have enjoyed the right to disagree, to I r I I [ criticize - - ~ their government and even to heap scorn_.... on men in public office. 

e to make a long w· 7 g list of what's wrong w· 

of us are aware of the many problems facing us-in our 1 

We can attack those problems without cut ng ourselves 

'hlm=drrr 
Sft:t:zi;&x;11&BtiUJrd DKli WaDMriiRllH'BiliiiiR 

-o (') , The ~ progre ss t t 

is·- right with 

-in civil ~ rights, in making every 

I 

American co lor blind. \ 

~ patriotism of thousands of our oung people in the Peace 

ocal community projects--as contrasted wi tba stupid existences 

of the beatn and the LSD-tripper~The bravery and dedication the three astronau 
our own Roge Chaffee amo~ them--who gave their lives in._.--conque of' space. 

• " 0 Th courage md resolve of young Americans fighting in Vietn he heroism of 

the N ro soldier who threw himself on a hand grenade to save his buddies, o 

Carpenter calling for Jmericm planes to drop napalm on his own position to s 

enentY advance. -When we think of the 2 ' 2 t fair-mindedne ffi of most Americans, we CatlJr be proud. 

When we think of the lllz:i:aa 1'1 n* idealism and bravery of our young people, we can be 

proud. 
...---

.And when we think of our freedoms we can be ~ proud. 
r--

No other J1i1i nation has fought so hard for others or shared its abundance so 

generously. We have made mistakes arrl we have many times wasted men and money~ ~ 

we can be proud. 

l~ist of what's right with -rica is~ a ringing endorse..,nt of all 
~--=-----~, ~ 

the ii.b?w· ·a wise words ~'I i 1&*' ,, placed before you in the Exchange Club's 

' 



Freedom Shrine • 

We can be proud, but we must confeas to ourselves that ••. 

"All we have of freedom, all we use or know-

This our fathers bought for us long and long ago." 
,.---... -I feel sure that~ when you look upon t.l'Ea=draft card burners - -zy- you tum Bay with revulsion. • For I am certain that you subscribe,a as do 

**III!~811JitJiiBJ•K I, to this creedt 

We, too, born to freedom, and believing in freedom, are willing to tight to 

maihtain freedom. We, and all otmrs who believe as deeply as we do, would ratMr 

die on our teet than live on our knees... Thank you. 

##1111 

, 




