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ADDRESS BEFORE THE SUNDAY EVENING FORUM, TUCSON, ARIZ. 
"' 

SUNDAY, JAN. 15, 1967 ~ 

LAD I ES AND GENTLEMEN: -J;! ,..,.-IJ)-l~~~ 'ILJ).L 

I I IS A D l ST I_ tiCI PLEASURE TO t. I TH YOU H;::R~:. TO .. I GHT ·~ 

IT IS AL:AYS D~LIGHTFUL TO E I~ AR!ZQ ~ ' AND NOT JUST ___ ,_ -

nECAUSE I OCCASIOf'ALLY lAVE Sl US TROU L~ . AFTER LL , 

IF S I iUS RELIEF 'ERE THE 0. L Y ATTRACT I OJ , I COULD L 'AYS 

TA''E S011E OF THOSE PILLS THE TELEVISIO~. COi ~ERCIAL SAYS 

AR I ZO A 1HERt. HE CA ' REA THE AGA l1 • 
~ ,·~ ~ ~ 

:;, j. :._, I t::evEfRtzd~A ·CAUSE I I IS A BAST I ON Of THE 

~~6tojEST) ~s RE1.1 1ISCC:NT or r1 DAY HE 1 .1c.RICA As -
A U CLUTT c.RED LA.·~ . HOSE Pt:OPLC: 

A 0 STROVE TO DO FOR TH:.ASc.LVES . 
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PH I LOSOPHY SO S I ~PLY ·YET ELO- ~UENTL Y EXPRESSED BY A6RA~Aiv1 
--

L I NC=Q.L.N "JHEN H: S I D: "GOVER 1 1E ~T S JOULO DO FOR THE 

Pt:OPLE ONLY THAT I I CH THa:Y CANNOT DO FOR TH- ~.f:L~S , OR 

CANNOT DO SO ~~LL FOR THE~ELV~S I THEIR SEPARATE A 0 

INDIVIDUAL CAPACITIES . " 

TODAY E HAVE BIG GOVER __ i~NT • . BIGJ!£SS IN IT~EL~ IS 
UJ~..,~ ~~ -AT~ -1-~ • 

NOT BAD . THIS IS A BIG COUNTRY • .~ YuU DON 'T RUr ~DNA 
"- ~c~ 

S~OESTR I NG . BUT THAT FOR~ OF I G GOVERN. iENT Is AD I ,IH I CH 

IS 0 ,P ~ TE~,~s~!.J~ll~ THAT IT 1v1AKES ~OR L CR I PE.LE.S OF ITS 

CIT I Z S- -GIVES TH'- CRU HI CH .v1AKE TH;: 1 D PENDENT 

UPON THE FEDERAL GOVER~MENT FOR EVERYTHING . AND THAT 
,. -----~---~ 

Kl 0 OF 31G GOV:R ·r~i T IS AD JHICH CREATES LAYER UPO' 

LAYt.R OF BUREA SO THAT T'~E VO·I vE OF THE PEOPLE IS 

MUFFLED OR EVE' STILLED • 

. · a ~b ~z-~~~11;{_~~4P1i
- ~~~ ~ ~~,,~· ~~ .. f t 

.. 
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WE USED TO BE A fRQUp PEOPLE . I THINK E STILL ARE, 
BUT 'E HAVE STRAYED FROM TH£ PHILOSOPHY OF LINCOLN . IT 
IS SO EASY TO E LURED I ~'TO DEPEND· N Y, I TO ELI EV I 'G 
THAT ALL OF OUR PRO-L ,s SHOULD BE TURNED OVER TO TH . ,- ,. 

·' . 

HO • NATURAL IT IS Sl ~PLY TO AVOID IT AND LEAN ON SO,&:ONE 
~LSE -- E IT ANOTH~R INDIVIDUAL OR THE FEDERAL GOVER ,ENT. 

OUR ~ARLY GREAT LEADERS SPO,E FOR A PEOPLE ' ~0 HAD 

.-llin:j._,NT AND CAREFULLY PHRASED THIS 

... 
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A D AD INISTERED Y ~/~N A. D OMEN EL:CTED TO REPRESENT . --
ALL THE PEO - A~D TO PROTECT THE RIGHTS OF ALL . 

A REPU LIGAN FORr~ OF GOVERNv1E~T IS · A Llja11IED FORf~ OF 

GOVERNiv'lENT . THE . ORO "Rt:PUBL I C" IS DERIVED FR01 THE 

LATI PHRASE , "R:S PU LIC , " -~~.ICH. C: NS PU LIC AFFAIRS . 

THIS IN TURN ~EA S THAT IN A REPU L I C THE GOVER '.~ENT 

SHOULD CONCERN ITSELF ONLY ' 'ITH THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS OF THE 

NAil AND NOT INTRUDE INTO THE PERSONAL LIVES OF ITS 

C I T I ZENS . ANOTHER iAY TO PUT IT IS THAT A R.,.E ... P ... ~~7 
FOR~ OF GOVER J1 nENT IS SUPPOSED TO SAFEGUARD THE PERS01 AL 

LIBERTIES OF THE PEOPLE . 

THE ' I SE - N '~ HO ROTE OUR CONST I TUT I 0 S~LECTED THEIR 

.ORDS ~OST CAREFULLY . TH~Y INTENDED THAT TH~ PO ER OF~ 
I<:) <~ 

FEDERAL GOVERN J1ENT r. L I r .I TED . THEY FOR ~ULATED A DOC t .t:NT:: 
~ '" 

• 
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BASED ON THE CONCEPT OF RESTRAINT OF GOV R 

PROTECT I 0 OF I '0 IV I DUAL L I ERTY . 

IT • AS TO CARRY OUT TH I S CONCEPT OF RESTRA I NT OF PO'~ ER 
THAT THE FRAriRS OF THE CONSTITUTION CAUTIOUSLY DELEGATED 
THE PO ERS OF THE FEDERAL GOVC:RN:nENT~-A- THE: PO ER 

• 

A ~ONG THREE COOR I AI RANCH~S OF GOVER 11 ~ IN :JHAT 
A~OUNT~D TO A DELICATE BALANC G ACT , A~ ~SO ~HT TO ASSURE 
THE STAT .... s AND THEIR PEOPLE THE FREEDOrn TO PRO.~OTE THEIR 

'ELFARE 'ITH ONLY SUCH FEDERAL REGULATION AS ~IGHT 
SERVE THE BEST lf'TERESTS OF ALL IHE PEOPLE . 

OVER THE Y~@S .~~:~ ~-V ~.THE n 0-PARTY SYSTE , 

I ' A ~1ER I CAN GoVER'fttNXa.."'"~~. s .• !r A GREAT STRE GTH . IT 

~~DERG!R~~ OUR REPUBLIC . A WEtHAVE AVOIDED THE LOSS OF 

fREE DO . THAT EXISTS IN ONE -PARTY GOVERNf E T~ J;: HAVE 
~ Jk, 7l<. ~"'~ 
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A VO IDED THE CHAOS AND CONFUS ION THAT RESULTS FRO ------"-= 
PARTY GOVERNr~ENT . 

FUNCT IONING OF THE A ~ER I CA ' SYSTE,~ OF GOVERN. NT HE ' HE 
SA ID: "DE ~OCRACY IS THE ~ORST fORtvt OF GOVERN E T EXCEPT 
FOR A Y OTHER THAT ~AS EVER 

OF COURSE DE 10CRACY AS FOR, OF GOVER! ENT HAS FLA~S . 

NATURALLY , THE FU 'CT IO lNG OF GOVERN~NT IN TH IS GREAT 
REPU L I C Of ,CURS OfTEN LEAVES ~UCH T o~ES I R~J . ...:::~ 
~4~~~-~-"1i/l'i~ /i ~ l~?r.,-~~, 

~ ~vr THE CAREFUL BALANCE OF DECE TRAL IZE ~ DIVIDED ~ 
PO'J~R CO CE I VED BY THE FRAMERS OF OUR CONST ITUT ION AS 
THE SPR ING OARD FOR DEVELOPr~Et T OF A NAT ION A '0 A PEOPLE 
. I GHT I ER THAN A IY OTHER ON EARTH • i<t:;;;:::;;: h_ rJ J ::tJ. 

~ ~~~' 

• 
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THE AMERICAN DR~A 1, THE A iRICAN SUCCESS STORY EGA.£ 

REAL I TY BECAUS~ THE I I SE iiiEN HO ~ROTE THE IHE. 'L. F 
..._ ~~"'-"""'-""-""----

.JERt: OPPOSED TO THE CONCEPT OF I ~ASS I VE- PO ER 

IS COJTAINED IN OUR 

CONSTITUTION , IF C: ''ILL O~'L Y FOLLO\"' IT . IT OFFERS 

STASI LIT A1'D A FEDERAL GOVERNf it. 1T STRC "G ENOUGH TO LICK 

PROBLE ~S TOO 8 I G OR FAR -R~ACH I 1G FOR IN I 'tl ~L,S , PR I VATE 

GUAR S T E FRE_OO i OF I lVI DUAL A ~ERICA.' CITIZENS AD 

PROVIDES THEIR STATES A 0 LOCAL U 11TS OF GOVE Nf:~ 'T . ITH 

THE FLEX I I L I TY THEY r~UST HAVE TO TACKLE THOSE PROBLE.nS 
-" 0~{) 

·H T HAS HAPPENED TO TH~ t STER FOR~UL 1 HAS IT 

.. 

<., 



FOLLOt 'Eu THROUGHOUT THE YEARS1 

TODAY THE FOR ~ULA IS Tt' I STC:D A1 0 0 I STORlEQ. UNDER ONE 
Q 

OF OUR .AJOR PARTIES , T~E PO '~R HAS SHIFTED~ST~ADILY '0 

I NEXORABL TO -'AS II NGT , • TillS HAS HAPPEr.'ED~ ... CAUSE 

PO. ER FLO'.JS ~HERE THE ·~oN~Y IS . IT HAS HAPPENED ECAUSE 

ONE OF OUR 1AJOR PARTIES PR-ACHES THE P'11 LOSOPHY THAT THE 

F :- L GOVER •I£ NT CA ' SOLVE ALL TH: P 0 LE.i~1S OE · IH 1.. 

PEOPLE - -31 G AND S 1ALL . THE PO'· ~R IS CO. 'CENTRA TED IN 

'JASH I 'GTO . dECAUSE TOO "A y ~ RICA, 1S Ltl ST I E 'L y ELI EVE 

THAT ON~LY :.U\~W~~10~' ~A' SOLVE THEIR PROBLE~, -~ , -. ··- ~ .. ..___., 
~ ~ v ~.c.~ 

I TH I NK A •• ER I CA 'S h 0 LOOK TO • ASH I NGTON TO SOLVE ALL 

OF TH COUNTRY ' S PRO LE~S ARt: 'JRO 'G . THEY ARE LOSING 

SIGHT OF A GREAT T.,UTH --THAT A CENTRAL GOVERN· .E T • HI CH -. .,_... . - '""-"'---,..._,...__~ 

TAKES UNTO I TSE~F THL.. SURD~ J QF SO!,.,.V . IJi~ ,Al,.L t, IH;:_ PEOPLE ' S 
.......... ~ .. 

• 



PRO LE.~S IL~ I~EVITABlJ.DESTROY INDIVIDUAL INIJIATJV: , 
INVADE THE LIVES OF THE PEOP 0 RESTRICT ~l P.~-R~~~~-

FRE'-00. .• THEY ARE OPa:N I NG THE DOORS TO THE VERY DA GERS 
THE FRAfERS OF OUR CONSTITUTION SOUGHT TO AVOID . 

ARE THE LEADERS OF THE PARTY HICH ESPOUSES FEDERAL , 
C 'TRALIZED SOLUTIONS FOR ALL OF A~ERICA• s PRO LEAS AD 
~ ~ ARE THEY ACTING OUT OF 1ALIC 1 ARE THEY PART OF A -
CONSP I RACY TO DESTROY THE A~~ER I CAN S-YSTE ~1 OF FREE GOVERN 1E T 
AND TO i~AKE TH- STATES AN C I Tl ES IIERE APPENDAGES~ Of 
'ASHINGTO 'f OT AT ALL . I F~EL SURE THEY HAVE THE BEST 
~~~·~"-""' 

OF I NTENT I ONS . BUT I A1~1 ALSO CERT A I THEY ARE BADLY 
i I STAKE • 

IN R~CENT Y:ARS THE DISTORTION OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
FOR ULA iHICH GUIDES OUR A~ERICA' REPU LIC HAS BECO~ 
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EVEN ~ORE SEVERELY DISTORTED . IT HAS EEN SQ PULLEP 

OUT OF SHAeE AS TO BECO~~E GROTES"'UE . . ~ 

THE R:ASON IS S I ~~PLE . IT IS RAPPED AROUND THE ~1UL T I -

TUDE OF FEDERAL GRANT- 1~ -AID PROGRA~S THAT HAVE URGEONED 

THROUGH THE YEARS AND THE FICTION THAT THE FEDERAL MO. EY 

'ELL HAS NO BOTTOM, 

IT HAS BECO~E ~EASY FOR LOCAL AND STATE GOVER 

TO SAY, •L-T' S GO TO -~I •G!Q fOR I' -y.' 

BUT THEY FIt 0 THAT THE :Ot-'EY LIES AT THE END OF A 

~~~~ .~~~~~~am . THEY OFTEN RUN INTO ROADBLOCKS . 

TH~Y BECO~E SNARLED IN A CONFUSION OF REO TAPE . THEY 

DISCOVER THAT ljQRE THAN ONE AGEN~ ii\.YI::S~R~.!JR RTAIN_ 

K I NOS OF PROJECTS . H I CH AGENCY DO~ GO TOY 1 H J MANb ••• . 
Q <',.... 

OTHER CITIES ARE AHEAD OF THE[ 1 ON THE APPLICATION LIST? ; 
..>~ I 

_/ 

• 



IT IS ECO.ING 0 VIOUS EVE~ TO LEADING 
OTH R J R P. T THAT THE VARIOUS GRA 'T- IN -AID PROGRA~~ 
ARE ASTEFUL OF TIME , ~0 :y A 0 HU~AN RESOU ~Es , BEGI I G 
•tTH THE PREPARATIO OF THE PROJECT APPLICATION TO THE 

' ASH I r GTOaJ nERRY -GO-ROUND THE APPLICANTS HAVE TO RIDE TO 
~ 

GET THE FU 'OS . . ~ . 
p~~~ 

SO. iB @f . 1 CO TEND THERE IS A LACK OF BOTH THE WILL 
AND TH~ SKILL TO SOLVE A.~ER I CA ' S PROBLEMS AT THE STATE 
AND LO~AL L:VEL , A D THAT 'E ~ST FORCE STATE A1 D LOCAL ~-

GOVERN' ENTS TO V10DERN I Zc. . ~ ):E; ~ 

__. I CERTA INLY FAVOR THE .~ODER .IZI NG OF OUR STAT N ~g 
LOCAL GO'll'"" r rs "H-REVER sucH ACT I oN 1 s • ,EEDED, ,ur ~~~ 

~~~~· 
I DO ' ' T THINK TH- FEDERAL GOVER ~NT SHOULD USE HIPLASHf 

.. 
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LOCAL CO~. UNITIES , TOO . IF FEDERAL AID DOES NOT HAVE TO 
TR I CKL: DO .N THROUGH LAYER. AFTER LAYER OF Br~REAUCRAyl, 

MORE OF IT ~JILL s: AVAILA LE FOR STATE AND LOCAL USE . 
I 7 ?!SP!:f 

,iOT ONLY ILL THERE: E SAVINGS OF Tl 1v1E , r~~NEY. AND 
PERSONNEL , BUT IT STANDS TO REASON THAT THE REOPLt: CLOSEST 

. . 

... 
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TO STATE A. 0 LOCAL P~OaLEf~S ARE BEST E'-'U I PPED TO SOLVE THEtJt . 
1 

HAT I HAVE BEE~ D~SCRI lNG FOR YOU IS THE REPUBLICAN 
PLAN FOR SHA~ING FEDERAL FEVENU~ JITH THE STATES--A PLAN 
THAT CALLS FOR PERCENTAGE TAX R~BATES TO THE STATES . 
THESE R£VENUE SHARES OULD GRADUALLY $~~-~T THE FEO:RAL 
GRANTS- I N-A I D SYSTE ~ H I CH NO~~ KEEPS GRO J I G L I KC: TOPSY . 

EVERY T I ,t: ANOTHER PRO Lr.r. BECO.~ES ACUTE , ANOTHER 
FEDERAL GRA~T - IN -AID PROGRA~ IS ESTABLISHED AND A NE 
LAYER OF BUREAUCRACY ·IS LAID ON TOP OF ALL THE OTHERS . _ 
THIN.' OF IT! THERE IS '0 END T~ IT. :;.._ ::~~ _- ~;::: ;"oJ~; ~ ,' 

NOT ONLY oo;:s CONGR'-SS KEEP ~DO IJjG . t: .. GRANT- I N-A I 0 
PROGRA~S , BUT NOT ONE OF THE OLD ~ROSRAMS HAS BEEt 

f 

LEGISLATED OUT OF EXISTENCE . 
---~- !.'It -
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·~ HAT DOES ALL THIS HAVE TO DO ' IT· I P~RSONAL LIBERTY , 
THE RESPONSI ILITY OF STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNtENTS , THE .. 

FED:RAL -STA.TE RELAT I ONSH I P A D THE 0 IV 1 14~1 Q PO - S 
SET FORTH IN THE CONSTITUTIO 'i 

EVERY NEJ GRA~T- IN -AID PROGRA ., EVER INCREASE I 
, 

APPROPRIATION? FOR EXISTING GRANT- IN-AID PROGRA~S,CONSTITUTES 
ANOTH~R STEP TO' ARD CO~PLETE A A' DON~£ T BY A~ERICA S OF 
RELlA C 0 INDIVIDUAL A GROUP RESPONSIBILI Y, TLEI 

- 7 t~ -

FA I Itt-. IN STATE -~~ '0 LOCAL GOV:RNrJENTS , A ~0 THEIR ELI EF 
IN PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS . 

FEDERAL 1 Zt.D , c~NJRAk 1 ZED soLUT o~s ARE s_uasT J TYIE~~ 
FOR LOC . INITIATIVE AND LQCAb PROBLE I-SOLVING EFFORTS . 
IN FACT , THE ENTIRE PROBLEr - V PROCESS I Ar .ERICA 
TE OS TO IN 0 E HUGE oUREAUCRATIC ~ORASS • 

• 



- 15-

THE r~N · HO FOUNDED OUR Rt.PUBL I C 0 I D NOT I 'TEND THAT 

STATE AND LOCAL GOVERN~ENT SHOULD SHRIVEL A 0 01~ . 
·as '*'~ 

THEY ERE SELF -REL I A T I NO IV I DUALS AND SA'J OUR A ~ERICA 
; d - .,.,."""' 

AS A LAD IN 'HICH :ACH MAN ~AS GUARANTEED E~UALITY UNDER 

THE LAW , UT 0 /ED HIS L IV I N_G TO , '0 Ot'E . 

I ELI EVE THE A.AER I CA~~ PEOPLE . 0\' AR: APPROACH I. G A 

CROSSROADS IN AMERICAN POLITICAL HISTORY . IT S~~MS TO 

I1E THEY ARE NEARING A FORK IN THE ROAD_, A TURNING A A Y 

FRO~ CE TR S , STATISl AND THC: DICTATED FEDERAL SOLUTIOf' 

FILTERED DO~: N TH. OUGH GOVERN ViE NT UREA US AND REG I ONAL .. 
OFF I C~~. 

ECAUS~ THE POLITICAL SIGNS NOW POINT IN NEW DIRECTIONS, 

I F I R 1~L Y Bt.L I EV£ THE Al ERICA 1 PEOPLE JILL FULFILL A • IS~ 
• l> 

<',.... 

EXPRESSED BY .,BENJAM! ~L FRANKl..!~ . AS THE CO 1ST I TUT I O. !AL 0· 
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CO VE T I ON F I I SHED DRAFTING THE ASIC LA. I ~'TE OED 

TO GOVERN A J GUIDE THIS l ATION . 
-~ -

AS HE LEFT CO 'STITUTION tALL , FRANKLI~' AS ASKED: 

A 10 FR KLir I tPLI:O: IT . " 

THIS IS THE OBLIGATIO GIVE TO ALL OF US . THIS IS 
T~E RtSPO 1SI ILITY wE EAR AND SHARE--TO K~EP A PRESERVE 

d?-J 

OUR REPU:lLIC . 

I SAY THAT E ~UST Rr..D~D! CA,Tf: OURSELVt:S TO THAT H.lGH 

PURPOSE . AN IT IS ~y DE~P CONVIC THAT YOU --ALL OF YOU--• -tr - ..aas·ne. ~~ 

.ILL CAUSE THE LAAP OF LIBERTY TO BURN AORE RIGHTLY EV~ Y--·-
WHERE BECAUS~ YOU DARE TO STA '0 UP A 0 .. ,.... 

THANK YOU •••••••• 
---E '0---



JOR. RBLB.t\SE ON DELIVERY AT 8 P.He SlfflDAY1 JAN, 15. 1941 

ADDRESS BY UP. GBlWJ) R. PORD, R•MICB., BBPOR.B TH$ SUNDAY EVENING PORUM. TUCSON,ARU. 

OUR REPUBLIC • A R.BVJE! AND PREVlJW 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

It is a distinct pleasure to be with you here tonight. It is always delightful 

to be in Arizona, and not just because I occasionally have sinus trouble. After all, 

if sinus relief were the only attraction, I could always take some of those pills 

that the television commercial says will pop a pet:'son toto a suitcase and traDSport 

him to Arizona where he can breathe again. 

No, I love Arizona because it is a bastion of the old West. It is reminiscent 

of the day when America was an uncluttered land whose people were fiercely indepenlam 

and strove to do for themselves. It is a symbol of that philosophy so simply yet 

eloquently expressed by Abraham Lincoln when he said; "Government should do for the 

people only that which they cannot do for themselves, or cannot do so well for them-

selves in their separate and individual capacities." 

Today we have Big Government. Bigness in itself is not bad. This is a big 

country. You don't run it on a shoestring. But that form of Big Government is bad 

which is so paternalistic that it makes moral cripples of its citizens--gives them 

crutches which make them dependent upon the federal government for everything. And 

that kind of Big Government is bad which creates layer upon layer of bureaucracy so 

that the voice of the people is muffled or even stilled. 

We used to be a proud people, I think we still are, but we have strayed 

from the philosophy of Lincoln. It is so easy to be lured into dependency, into 

believing that all of our problems should be turaed over to the federal government. 

Individual responsibility is a burden. How natural it is simply to avoid it and 

lean on someone else--be it another individual or the federal government. 

Our early great leaders spoke for a people who had just burst the bonds of 

tyranny when they wrote our federal constitution. They were deeply sensitive to 

the dangers of too much government and carefully phrased this Nation's document of 

basic law so as to guard against it. 

That is why they chose a republican form of government for this country--because 

in a republic laws are written by and administered by men and women elected to 

represent all the people and to protect the rights of all. 

A republican form of government is a limited form of government, The word 

"republic" is derived from the Latin phrase, 11res publica," which means 'lpub11c / ,:: /;-

affairs." 
(MORE) ~i _., j 

'\-I 
'·. ____ ,.., .. / 
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this in turn means that in a republic the government should concern itself only 

with the public affairs of the Nation and not intrude into the personal lives of 

its citizens. Another way to put it is that a republican form of government is 

supposed to safeguard the personal liberties of the people. 

The wise men who wrote our Constitution selected their words most carefully. 

They intended that the power of the federal government be limited. They formulated 

a document based on the concept of restraint of government power and protection 

of individual liberty. 

It was to carry out this concept of restraint of power that the framers of 

the Constitution cautiously delegated the powers of the federal government, spread 

the power among three coordinate branches of government in what amounted to a 

delicate balancing act, and sought to assure the states and their people the freedom 

to promote their own welfare with only such federal regulation as might serve the 

best interests of all the people. 

Over the years there has developed the two-party system in American government. 

This is a great strength. It undergirds our republic. We have avoided the loss 

of freedom that exists in one-party government. We have avoided the chaos and 

confusion that results from multi-party government. 

Perhaps the late Winston Churchill best described the functioning of the 

American system of government when he said: nnemocracy is the worst form of 

government except for any other that has ever been tried." 

Of course democracy as a form of government has flaws. Naturally, the 

functioning of government in this great republic of ours often leaves much to be 

desired. 

But the careful balance of decentralized, divided power conceived by the 

~ramers of our Constitution was the springboard for development of a Nation and a 

People mightier than any other on earth. 

The American dream, the American success story became reality because the 

wise men who wrote the theme for it were opposed to the concept of massive power 

in the hands of centralized government. 

It is a master formula that is contained in our Constitution, if we will only 

follow it. It offers stability and a federal government strong enough to lick 

problems too big or far-reaching for individuals, private organizations or local 

government to solve. Yet it safeguards the freedom of individual American citizens 

and provides their states and local units of government with the flexibility they 

must have to tackle those problems which are manifestly their own. 

(MORE) 
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What has happened to the master formula? Has it been followed throughout the 

years? 

Today the formula is twisted and distorted. Under one of our major parties, 

the power has shifted steadily and inexorably to Washington. lbis has happened 

because power flows where the money is. It has happened because one of our major 

partied preaches the philosophy that the federal government can solve all the 

problems of the people--big and small. The power is concentrated in Washington 

because too many Americans mistakenly believe that only Washington can solve 

their problems. 

I think Americans who look to Washington to solve all of the country's 

problems are wrong. They are losing sight of a great truth--that a central 

government which takes unto itself the burden of solving all of the people 1 s prob• 

lems will inevitably destroy individual initiative, invade the lives of the 

people and restrict their personal freedom. They are opening the doors to the very 

dangers the framers of our Constitution sought to avoid. 

Are the leaders of the party which espouses federal, centralized solutions 

for all of America's problems bad men? Are they acting out of malice? Are they 

part of a conspiracy to destroy the American system of free government and to make 

the states and cities mere appendages of Washington? Not at all. I feel sure 

they have the best of intentions. But I am also certain they are badly mistaken. 

In recent years the distortion of the constitutional formula which guides 

our American republic has become even more severely distorted. It has been so 

pulled out of shape as to become grotesque. 

The reason is simple. It is wrapped around the multitude of federal grant

in-aid programs that have burgeoned through the years and the fiction that the 

federal money well has no bottom. 

It has become~ easy for local and state governments to say, 'Let's go to 

Washington for the money.' 

But they find that the money lies at the end of a long bureaucratic tunnel. 

They often run into roadblocks. They become snarled in a confusion of red tape. 

They discover that more than one agency makes grants for certain kinds of projects. 

Which agency do they go to? How many other cities are ahead of them on the 

application list? They have to get into line. 

It is becoming obvious even to leading members of the other major party that 

the various grant-in-aid programs are wasteful of time, money and human resources, 

(MORE) 
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beginning with the preparation of the project application to the Washington 

merry-go-round the applicants have to ride to get the funds. 

Some of them contend there is a lack of both the will and the skill to solve 

America 1 s problems at the state and lo~al level, and thet we must force state and 

local governments to modernize. 

I certainly favor the modernizing of our state and local governments wherever 

such action is needed, but I don't think the federal government should use a whtp

lash to bring it about. 

If the will and skill to solve state and local problems is lacking in some 

areas, I submit it is because the federal government has drained the people in 

those areas of their desire to exercise self-responsibility. 

I said earlier that power flows to where the money is. If we caused some 

of the money that flows to Washington to flow back to its source through unobstruct

ed channels, then some of the power will flow back to the states and local com

munities, too. If federal aid does not have to trickle down through layer after 

layer of bureaucracy, more of it will be available for state and local use. 

Not only will there be savings of time, money and personnel, but it stan~ to 

reason that the people closest to state and local problems are best equipped to 

solve them. 

What I have been describing for you is the Republican plan for sharing federal 

revenue with the states--a plan that calls for percentage tax rebates to the states. 

These revenue shares would gradually supplant the federal grants-in-aid system 

which now keeps growing like Topsy. 

Every time another problem becomes acute, another federal grant-in-aid program 

is established and a new layer of bureaucracy is laid on top of all the others. 

Think of it! There is no end to it. 

Not only does Congress keep adding new grant-in-aid programs, but not one of 

the old programs has been legislated out of existence. 

What does all this have to do with personal liberty, the responsibility of 

state and local governments, the federal-state relationship and the division 

of powers set forth in the Constitution? 

Every new grant-in-aid program, every increase in appropriations for existing 

grant-in-aid programs consticutes another step toward complete abandonment by 

Americans of reliance on individual and group tesponsibility, their faith in state 

and local governments, and their belief in private institutions. 

(MORE) 
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Federalized, centralized solutions are substituted for local initiative and 

local problem-solving efforts. In fact, the entire problem•solving process 

in America tends to bog down 'n one huge bureaucratic morass. 

The men who founded our republic did not intend that state and local govern

ment should shrivel and die. 

They we~self-reliant individuals and saw our America as a land in which each 

man was guaranteed equality under the law but owed his living to no one. 

I believe the American people now are approaching a crossroads in American 

political history. It seems to me they are nearing a fork in the road, a turning 

away from centralism, statism and the dictated federal solution filtered down 

through government bureaus and regional offices. 

Because the political signs now point in New Directions, I firmly believe the 

American people will fulfill a wish expressed by Benjamin Franklin as the consti

tutional convention fin!ahed drafting the basic law intended to govern and guide 

this Nation .. 

As he left Constitution Hall, Franklin was asked: "Which have you given us-

a monarchy or a repub 1 i.e?" 

And Franklin replied: "A republic--if we can keep it." 

This is the obligation given to all of us. This is the respocsibility we 

bear and share--to keep and preserve our republic. 

I say that we must rededicate ourselves to that high purpose. And it is my 

deep conviction that you--all of you--will cause the lamp of liberty to burn more 

br-ightly everywhere because you dare to stand up and be counted for America. 

Thank you. 



POR RELEASE ON DELIVERY AT 8 PeM. SUNDAY, JAN, 15, 19~1 
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OUR REPUBLIC - A REVIEW AND PREVIEW 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

It is a distinct pleasure to be with you here tonight. It is always delightful 

to be in Arizona, and not just because I occasionally have sinus trouble, After all, 

if sinus relief were the only attraction, I could always take some of those pills 

that the television commercial says will pop a person into a suitcase and transport 

hitll to Arizona where he can breathe again. 

No, I love Arizona because it is a bastion of the old West. It is reminiscent 

of the day when America was an uncluttered land whose people were fiercely indepenlent 

and stro,;e to do for themselves. It is a symbol of tha ptlf\osophy so simply yet 

eloquently raham Line ln wj].fMr he said: should do for the 

selves in their sep 

Today we have This is a big 

country. You don't form of Big Goverr~ent is bad 

which is so pateTnalistic al cripples of its citizens--gives them 

crutches which make them depen· the federal government for everything. And 

that kind of Big Government is bad which creates layer upon layer of bureaucracy so 

that the voice of the people ia muffled or even stilled. 

We used to be a proud people. I think we still are, but we have strayed 

from the philosophy of Lincolno It is so easy to be lured into dependency, into 

believing that all of our problems should be tu~ed ovsr to the federal government. 

Individual responaibility is a bu~deno Row natural it is simply to avoid it and 

lean on someotte else--be it another indh•idual or the federal government. 

Our early great le.adet·s spoke fc·r a p~ople who had ju:;t burst the bonus of 

tyranny when they wrote our federal conetitutiono They were deeply sensitive to 

the daosars of too much government and carefully phrased thia Nation's document of 

basic law so as to guard against it. 

That ia why they chose a ~epublican form of government for this country--because 

in a republic laws axe written by and administered by men and women elected to 

repree~nt all the p~ople and to protect the rights of all. 

A republican form of government is a limited fo~~ of government. The word 

ttrepublic" i3 derived fx-om the Latin pht·ase, 11A."es publica," w~ich means ''pu 

affairs." 
{MORE) 
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This in turn means that in a republic the government should concern itself only 

with the public affairs of the Nation and not intrude into the personal lives of 

its citizens. Another way to put it is that a republican form of government is 

supposed to safeguard the personal liberties of the people. 

The wise men who wrote our Constitution selected their words most carefully. 

They intended that the power of the federal government be limited. They formulated 

a document based on the concept of restraint of government power and protection 

of individual liberty. 

It was to carry out this concept of restraint of power that the framers of 

the Constitution cautiously delegated the powers of the federal government, spread 

the power among three coordinate branches cf government in what amounted to a 

delicate balancing act, and sought to assure the states and their people the freedom 

to promote their own welfare with only such federal regulation as might serve the 

best interests of all the people. 

OVer the years there has developed the two-party system in American government. 

This is a great strength. It undergirds our republic. We have avoided the loss 

of freedom that exists in one-party government. We have avoided the chaos and 

confusion that results from multi-party government. 

Perhaps the late Winston Churchill best described the functioning of the 

American system of government when he said: "Democracy is the worst form of 

government except for any other that has ever been tried." 

Of course democracy as a form of government has flaws. Naturally, the 

functioning of government in this great republic of ours often leaves much to be 

desired. 

But the careful balance of decentralized, divided power conceived by the 

framers of our Constitution was the springboard for development of a Nation and a 

People mightier than any other on earth. 

The American dream, the American success story became reality because the 

wise men who wrote the theme for it were opposed to the concept of massive power 

in the hands of centralized government. 

It is a master formula that is contained in our Constitution, if we will only 

follow it. It offers stability and a federal government strong enough to lick 

problems too big or far-reaching for individuals, private organizations or local 

~overnment to solve. Yet it safeguards the freedom of individual American citizens 

and provides their states and local units of government with the flexibility they 

must have to tackle those problems which are manifestly their own. 

(MORE) 
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What has happened to the master formula? Has it been followed throughout the 

years? 

Today the formula is twisted and distorted. Under one of our major parties, 

the power has shifted steadily and inexorably to Washington. This has happened 

because power flows where the money is. It has happened because one of our major 

parties .preaches the philosophy that the federal government can solve all the 

problems of the people--big and small. The power is concentrated in Washington 

because too many Americans mistakenly believe that only Washington can solve 

their problems. 

I think Americans who look to Washington to solve all of the country's 

problems are wrong. They are losing sight of a great truth--that a central 

government which takes unto itself the burden of solving all of the people's prob

lems will inevitably destroy individual initiative, invade the lives of the 

people and restrict their personal freedom. They are opening the doors to the very 

dangers the framers of our Constitution sought to avoid. 

Are the leaders of the party which espouses federal, centralized solutions 

for all of America's problems bad men? Are they acting out of malice? Are they 

part of a conspiracy to destroy the American system of free government and to make 

the states and cities mere appendages of Washington? Not at all. I feel sure 

they have the best of intentions. But I am also certain they are badly mistaken. 

In recent years the distortion of the constitutional formula which guides 

our American republic has become even more severely distorted. It has been so 

pulled out of shape as to become grotesque. 

The reason is simple. It is wrapped around the multitude of federal grant

in-aid programs that have burgeoned through the years and the fiction that the 

federal money well has no bottom. 

It has become !2 easy for local and state governments to say, 'let's go to 

Washington for the money.' 

But they find that the money lies at the end of a long bureaucratic tunnel. 

They often run into roadblocks. They become snarled in a confusion of red tape. 

They discover that more than one agency makes grants for certain kinds of projects. 

Which agency do they go to? How many other cities are ahead of them on the 

application list? They have to get into line. 

It is becoming obvious even to leading members of the other major party that 

the various grant-in-aid programs are wasteful of time, money and human resources, 

(MORE) 
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beginning with the preparation of the project application to the Washington 

merry-go-round the applicants have to ride to get the funds. 

Some of them contend there is a lack of both the will and the skill to solve 

America's problems at the state and local level, and that we must force state and 

local governments to modernize. 

I certainly favor the modernizing of our state and local governments wherever 

such action is needed, but I don't think the federal government should use a whip

lash to bring it about. 

If the will and skill to solve state and local problems is lacking in some 

areas, I submit it is because the federal government has drained the people in 

those areas of their desire to exercise self-responsibility. 

I said earlier that power flows to where the money is. If we caused some 

of the money that flows to Washington to flow back to its source through unobstruct· 

ed channels, then some of the power will flow back to the states and local com

munities, too. If federal aid does not have to trickle down through layer after 

layer of bureaucracy, more of it will be available for state and local use. 

Not only will there be savings of time, money and personnel, but it stanmto 

reason that the people closest to state and local problems are best equipped to 

solve them. 

What I have been describing for you is the Republican plan for sharing federal 

revenue with the states--a plan that calls for percentage tax rebates to the states. 

These revenue shares would gradually supplant the federal grants-in-aid system 

which now keeps growing like Topsy. 

Every time another problem becomes acute, another federal grant-in-aid program 

is established and a new layer of bureaucracy is laid on top of all the others. 

Think of it! There is no end to it, 

Not only does Congress keep adding new grant-in-aid programs, but not one of 

the old programs has been legislated out of existence. 

What does all this have to do with personal liberty, the responsibility of 

state and local governments, the federal-state relationship and the division 

of powers set forth in the Constitution? 

Every new grant-in-aid program, every increase in appropriations for existing 

grant-in-aid programs consti~utes another step toward complete abandonment by 

Americans of reliance on ineividual and group responsibility, their faith in state 

and local governments, and their belief in private institutions. 

(MORE) 
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Federalized, centralized solutions are substituted for local initiative and 

local problem-solving efforts. In fact, the entire problem-solving process 

in America tends to bog down 4n one huge bureaucratic morass. 

The men who founded our republic did not intend that state and local govern

ment should shrivel and die. 

They we~self-reliant individuals and saw our America as a land in which each 

man was guaranteed equality under the law but owed his living to no one. 

I believe the American people now are approaching a crossroads in American 

political history. It seems to me they are nearing a fork in the road, a turning 

away from centralism, statism and the dictated federal solution filtered down 

through government bureaus and regional offices. 

Because the political signs now point in New Directions, I firmly believe the 

American people will fulfill a wish expressed by Benjamin Franklin as the consti

tutional convention finished drafting the basic law intended to govern and guide 

this Nation. 

As he left Constitution Hall, Franklin was asked: "Which have you given us-

a monarchy or a repub 1 ic ?" 

And Franklin replied: "A republic--if we can keep it." 

This is the obligation given to all of us. This is the respo~ibility we 

bear and share--to keep and preserve our republic. 

I say that we must rededicate ourselves to that high purpose. And it is my 

deep conviction that you--all of you--will cause the lamp of liberty to burn more 

brightly everywhere because you dare to stand up and be counted for America. 

Thank you. 




